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ACKB OWLE DGBMEIIT S
I  w is h  t o  ta k e  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  th a n k in g  th o s e  who hair® so  g en ­
e r o u s ly  h e lp e d  i n  t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  d i s s e r t a t i o n *
D uring  th e  p e r io d  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  m a t e r i a l  M rs* D o ris  E u se e r  o f  th e  
Yfayland P u b l ic  L ib r a r y  was m o st g e n e ro u s  i n  o f f e r i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  man­
u s c r i p t  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h a t  l i b r a r y *  l i r a *  M ary E# H a r r i s ,  p r e s e n t  owner 
o f  th e  C h ild  hom e, a llo w e d  me t o  sp en d  a  m ost p r o f i t a b l e  a f te r n o o n  
among t h e  s u r ro u n d in g s  in  w h ich  M rs* C h ild  s p e n t  many y e a r s  o f h e r  l i f e *  
M rs* Both a  G r a y - F r a n o i s ,  c u r a t o r  o f  t h e  M edford H i s t o r i c a l  Museum, showed 
me many o f t h e  C h ild  t r e a s u r e s  w h ich  a r e  p re s e rv e d  u n d e r  h e r  oar® •
The w ork  i n  p r o g r e s s  was r e a d  b y  M iss F lo r e n c e  I*  G re g o ry  many o f  
w hose s u g g e s t io n s  h av e  b een  in e o r p o r a te d *
I  have t h e  d e e p e s t  s e n s e  o f o b l i g a t i o n  t o  Dr* C a r l  B ode, who h a s  
h e lp e d  me g e n e r o u s ly  n o t o n ly  by  m aking s u g g e s t io n s  b u t  a l s o  b y  h i s  k in d  
en co u rag em en t th ro u g h  th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  my work*
INTRODUCTION
A hundred  y e a r s  ago  th e  nam es o f  th e  A m erican a b o l i t i o n i s t s  
w ere  p ro m in e n tly  b e f o r e  th e  p u b l ic #  Of th® l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e s  -who 
e sp o u se d  t h i s  c a u se  o n ly  th e  c h i e f  nam es have  s u rv iv e d  th e  m o r t a l i t y
o f  th® p a s s in g  c e n tu r y #  The c a u s e  o f  a b o l i t i o n  w a s , h o w ev er, in  a
la r g e  m easu re  fo rw a rd e d  b y  many w hose nam es now a p p e a r  o n ly  in  th e  
o b s c u re  f o o tn o t e s  o f  o u r l i t e r a r y  h i s to r y #
On© s u c h  n e g le c te d  w r i t e r  was L y d ia  M &ria C h i l d ,  b o rn  on F eb ­
r u a r y  1 1 , 1 8 0 2 , i n  M ed fo rd , M a s s a c h n s e tts #  H er c o n te m p o ra ry  fame 
was c o n s id e r a b l e ,  f o r  h e r  e a r l y  n o v e ls  a p p ro a ch e d  b e s t  s e l l e r  p ro p o r ­
t i o n s  •  H aving  a t t a i n e d  su ch  fa m e , sh e  tu rn e d  from  i t  t o  d e d ic a te  h e r
pen t o  th e  c a u se  o f  th e  s la v e #  As one o f th e  p io n e e r  w r i t e r s  i n
d e fe n s e  o f  a b o l i t i o n ,  sh e  k n o w in g ly  re n o u n c e d  a  l i t e r a r y  p o s i t i o n  w h ich  
gave  h e r  f i n a n c i a l  r e t u r n s  o f w h ich  ©he had  need# H er d e c i s io n  e s ­
t r a n g e d  h e r  fro m  a  l a r g e  p o r t io n  o f  h e r  r e a d e r s  and b ro u g h t down upon 
h e r  th e  in d ig n a t io n  o f  an  in c e n s e d  p u b l ic #  Such was h e r  c h a r a c t e r  
t h a t  sh e  c o n tin u e d  t o  w ork f o r  t h i s  u n p o p u la r  c a u s e ,  s t r e n g th e n e d  
i n  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  i t  m s  3 u s t#
M odest and u n a ssu m in g , M a ria  C h ild  r e s e n te d  an y  in  tru e*  0t upon 
h e r  p r iv a c y #  H a p p ily  m a r r ie d  and  c o n te n t  i n  th© s e c lu s io n  o f  h e r  
m o d est heme in  th e  q u i e t  v i l l a g e  o f  W ayland i n  M id d le se x  C o u n ty , a s s a -  
c h u s e t t s ,  sh e  a lm o s t  r u d e ly  r e b u f f e d  th e  a d v an c e s  o f  th o s e  who w ould  
make h e r  known t o  th® p u b l i c .  She f e l t  t h a t  "n o  one h a  a  r i g h t "  t o
I n q u i r e  i n t o  h e r  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  a n a , c o n s e q u e n t ly ,  no  b io g ra p h y  was 
w r i t t e n  d u rin g  h e r  l i f e t i m e #  The m ost f a c t u a l  a c c o u n t o f h e r  a c ­
co m p lish m en ts  w as w r i t t e n  a s  a  f u n e r a l  o r a t io n  by  h e r  d e a r  f r i e n d  
and  c lo s e  a s s o c i a t e  in  a b o l i t i o n i s t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  Jo h n  G re e n le a f  "W h ittie r*  
O nly tw o l i k e n e s s e s  o f  ? a r i a  C h ild  e x i s t *  On© i s  a  p a in t in g  made 
a t  th© h e ig h t  o f  h e r  fan© and now hung in  J~h® M edford H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty *  Du© t o  w e l l -m e a n ia  r e s t o r a t i o n  i t  c a n  no  lo n g e r  be c o n s id e re d  
an  a u t h e n t i c  l ik e n e s s *  Th© o th e r  i s  a  p h o to g ra p h  in  th e  Way la n d  P u b lic  
L i b r a r y ,  ta k e n  in  l a t s r  l i f e  when she  h& b ee  on© somewhat obese*  T h ere  
i s  i n  t h i s  p h o to g ra p h  l i t t l e  o f  c o n v e n t io n a l  b e a u ty *  B a th e r  i t  p o r ­
t r a y s  a  v ig o r o u s  r e s o l u t e  wcnon who r e g a r d s  th© w o rld  w i th  k in d ly  ey es*  
H er b o n n e t ,  p l a i n  d r e s s  and  s im p le  w h ite  c o l l a r  b e sp e a k  a  d i s r e g a r d  
f o r  c h a n g e s  o f ‘osh ion*
I n  h e r  l a t e r  y e a r s  M aria  C h ild  d e v e lo p e d  c e r t a i n  p e rs o n a l i c i o -  
s y - - ;r* o i© s , b u t  she  r e j o i n e d  In  f u l l  command of  h e r  f a c u l t i e s  t o  th® 
end* H er th o u g h ts  ana d e e d s  w ere  a lw a y s  f o r  th o s e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e *  To 
a s s i s t  th o s e  o p p re s se d  by  s o c i e t y  o r  in n a t e  w eak n ess  o f  c h a r a c t e r  she  
g av e  f u l l y  o f  h e r  tim e  and e n e r g ie s *  H er h u m a n ita r ia n  s p i r i t  s e rv e d  
w i th  e q u a l v ig o r  th© K egro  s la v e  o p p re s se d  b y  a  n a t io n  and th© town 
d ru n k a rd ,  a  v i c t im  o f  h i s  own in te m p e ra n ce *
A lth o u g h  b u t  a  mi o r f i g u r e  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  A m erican  n o v e l ,  
" a r i a  C h i ld  to u c h ed  many f a c e t s  o f  th e  l i f e  o f h e r  day* T r a n s c e n d e n ta l ­
is m , h u m a n i ta r ia n  re fo rm  and  a b o l i t i o n  in  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  d eg ree  
in f lu e n c e d  h e r  w r i t i n g *  Many o f th e  g r e a t  and th© n e a r  g r e a t  o f th®
iv
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  w ere  h e r  f r i e n d s #  Th© c o n tem p o ra ry  p o p u l a r i t y  
o f  h e r  f i c t i o n  c a n n o t be d en ied  n o r  c a n  th® in f lu e n c e  o f  h e r  n o n -  
f i c t i o n a l  'w r i t in g s #
M aria  C h ild  d ie d  i n  1880* A lre a d y  somewhat outm oded, h e r  
n o v e ls  w ere r e a d  o n ly  by  th o s e  who rem em bered h e r  a s  a  f r i e n d #  F i n a l l y  
th© g e n e r a t io n  t h a t  lo o k ed  e a g e r ly  fo rw a rd  t o  th© p u b l i c a t i o n  o f h e r  books 
p a s s e d  away# F o llo w in g  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  s c h o o le d  i n  a n o th e r  s t y l e ,  fo u n d  
h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  t e d io u s  and h e r  m elodram a r a t h e r  hum orous# H er n a v e ls  
w i l l  n e v e r  a g a in  a t t a i n  t h e i r  c o n te m p o ra ry  s u c c e s s ,  b u t  th© s t r o n g  s p i r i t  
o f  h u m a n ita r ia n  re fo rm  w hich  p e rm ea ted  a l l  h e r  w r i t i n g s  may j u s t i f y  t h i s  
a t te m p t  t o  r e v ie w  h e r  l i f e  and acco m p lish m en ts#
CHAPTER I
h e r ita g e  ahd yotth
A lth o u g h  l a t e  In  l i f e  M a rla  C h ild  p r o f e s s e d  t h a t  ®h® n n e v e r  to o k
«1t h e  s l i g h t e s t  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  g e n e a lo g y  o f  h e r  f a m ily  on e i t h e r  s id e "  
t o  th e  e x te n t  o f b e in g  unaw are  o f  th© g iv e n  names o f  h e r  g r a n d f a th e r s *  
she was th e  d e so e n d a n t o f New E n g lan d  f o r e b e a r s  who had to k e n  p a r t  i n  
th® s t r u g g l e  f o r  n a t i o n a l  in d ep en d en ce*
I n  1636 th e  f i r s t  o f  h e r  l i n e  o f t h e  F r a n c i s  fa m ily *  one R ichard , 
F r a n c is *  a r r i v e d  in  C am bridge* M a s s a c h u s e t ts  from  N o rfo lk *  E ng land#  
A lth o u g h  s a id  t o  have  b een  o f  th® same s to c k  a s  th© F r a n c i s e s  o f  
F r a n c i s  C o u rt who a f te r w a r d  su cc e ed e d  t o  th e  e s t a t e  o f  Comb© F lo re y *  
R ic h a rd  F r a n c i s  came t o  A m erica a s  an  in d e n tu r e d  s e r v a n t  and s e rv e d  
u n t i l  h© was d e c la r e d  "Freem an" i n  1640# I n  1638 he m a r r ie d  Alio®
W ilco x  o f  Cam bridge# H© d ie d  in  C am bridge a t  th© age  o f  e ig h ty -o n e
y e a r s  11 o r  th e r e a b o u t11 a c c o rd in g  t o  h i s  s to n e*  r e s e t  and d eep en ed  in
2th e  o ld  b u r i a l  g ro u n d #  John* th e  t h i r d  o f  th e  sev en  c h i l d r e n  o f t h i s  
c o u p le*  was b o m  in  M edford  in  1650# He i n  t u r n  m a r r ie d  L y d ia  C ooper# 
T h is  f a m i ly  was g iv e n  t h e  f i r s t  s e a t  in  th© church*  an h o n o r w h ich  d e s ig ­
n a te d  them  a s  im p o r ta n t  members o f th® com m unity# N a th a n ie l*  t h e i r  
second  son* was b o ra  i n  1692# A w eaver by  t r a d e *  he m a r r ie d  Sarah*  
whose f a m ily  name i s  u n d is c o v e re d #  T hey l i v e d  a t  "M entom y," now c a l l e d  
A r l in g to n *  Of t h e i r  f o u r  sons#  B en jam in , b o rn  in  1734# was an a r d e n t
#H • D a li#  " L y d ia  M aria  C h i l  and  M ary R u s s e l l  i t  fo rd * "
U n i t a r i a n  R ev iew , XIX* 520
P
R ec o rd  o f t h e  O ld B u r i a l  Ground* C am b rid g e , M a s s a c h u s e t ts
2
11 l i b e r t y  man" an • a n  e x c e l l e n t  marksman* He m a r r ie d  L y d ia  C o n v e rs , 
o rp h an  n ie c e  o f  Dr* Convex® o f  W oburn, b y  whomr h® had t e n  c h i ld r e n *  
b e sp it©  t h i s  l a r g e  f a m i ly  th e  f i r s t  guns o f  th e  H e r o lu t io n a r y  War 
fo u n d  him i n  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  f t g h t * ^  He i s  s a id  t o  h a r e  k i l l e d  f i r ®  
mon a t  C oncord  Bridge®  He s e r v e d  fo u r  y e a r s  and f i n a l l y  r e tu r n e d  t o  
fin." H is f a m i ly  d e s t i t u t e *  S in c e  no c l o t h  mas b e in g  im p o r te d  in t o
th e  new c o u n t r y ,  t h e r e  m s  ample o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  him t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s
2t r a d e  o f w eaver*  The f o u r t h  son  o f  t h i s  m arriage m s  C o n v e rs , co rn  
i n  1766* At th e  age  o f  tw e n ty - tw o  he 'married S u san n ah  ^-and, o f  a  
C h a r le s to w n  fa m ily  who had been d r iv en  from  t h e ir  home by th e  £ l a n e s  
o f  th e  b a t t l e  o f  Bunker H i l l ,  w i th  a lm o s t e n t ir e  l o s s  o f  p rop erty*”4 
He a  man o f l i t t l e  f  c im a l e d u c a tio n  who had been  a f r e e t  lo a d  to  
a  b a k e r  in  1780 and  w ith  whom lie rem a in ed  u n t i l  1787* In  1800 he moved 
t o  M edford* W ith him  he brough t th e  f i r s t  b r i c k  oven e v e r  t o  be u se d  
in  th e  town* With t h i s  equipm ent he made th® “Medford C r a c k e r ,” a  
commodity vfoioh became popular th roughout th e  s t a t e s  and Europe* Orders 
oasis from  a s  f a r  d is ta n t  a s  R u ssia *  Such was th e  in d u s tr y  o f  t h i s  r.: ode s i
s a e h u s e t t s  S o ld i e r s  a n d S a i l o r s  o f  t h e  R e v o lu t io n a r y  War* 
C o m p ila tio n  from  th e  A rchives® ŵ v F r a n o is l,  B en jam in , '  M ed fo r'd ,' P r i v a t e ,  
L ie u te n a n t  C a le b  Brook*s  ( l a t e  C a p ta in  I s a a c  H a l l ’ s )  com pany, 5 7 th  
re g im e n t*  Company re tu r n  d a te d , Camp P ro s p e c t  H i l l ,  O ctober 6 ,  1775g 
a l s o ,  o rd e r  f o r  b o u n ty  c o a t  o r  i t s  e q u iv a l e n t  in  money d a te d  P ro s p e c t  
H i l l ,  :*jeem ber 2 9 ,  1 7 7 5 .” p*6
^ W h i t t i e r  g iv e s  h i s  name a s  D av id , b u t t h i s  i s  in c o rre c t®  uav id  
was son o f  S tephen  F r a n c i s  and th© f a t h e r  of th e  w ell-knovm  p u b l i s h e r ,  
who one ru rag ed  L ydia F r a n c i s  t o  p u b l i s h  h e r  J u v e n ile  M is c e l la n y  whon 
lie was a  member of th e  firm  o f Munroe and F ra n c is*
co v ers  F r a n o i s ,  son  o f  B en jam in , born J u l y  1 4 , 1766* V i t a l  R e c o rd s  
o f H e d fo rk , M a s s a c h u s e t ts  t o  th e  Y ear 1 8 5 0 ,  p* 59
^Anna B* H al lo n e  1 1 , * L yd ia  M aria  C h ild ,” The Medford H i s t o r i c a l  
R e g i s t e r ,  I I I ,  96
s
man t h a t  i n  181 6 , a t  th *  age o f  f i f t y  he r e t i r e d  w i th  a  f o r tu n e  o f 
f i f t y  th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s ,  a  more th a n  c o n s id e r a b le  amount in  t h e  e a r l y
n in e t e e n th  cen tury*^
T h is  f a m ily  had s i x  c h i l d r e n . 2 Convers F r a n c i s ,  f i f t h  c h i l d  o f 
th e  u n io n ,  d e s c r ib e d  h i s  p a re n ts *  Of h i s  m o th e r t h i s  son w ro te  a f f e c ­
t i o n a t e l y ,  "S he had a  s im p le ,  lo v in g  h e a r t ,  and  a s p i r i t  b u sy  in  do in g  
good*11 H er g r e a t  lo v e  o f f lo w e r s  le d  h e r  t o  t e a c h  h im , when b u t a  
m ere l a d ,  t o  h e lp  h e r  in  th e  g a rd e n  w hich  she c h e r i s h e d .  Of h i s  f a t h e r  
C onvers F r a n c is  w ro te i
He was th e  m ost i n t e n s e l y  i n d u s t r i o u s  man, I  t h i n k ,  t h a t  I  
e v e r  knew. He d e v o te d  h im s e lf  t o  h i s  w ork w i th  an e a g e rn e s s  
and an u n s p a r in g  e x e r t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  w hich  u se d  t o  seem t o  
me p ro d ig io u s *  He was s tu r d y ,  som etim es ro u g h , b u t k in d  and 
f a i t h f u l *  He had good cassrio n -so n se , and a w a l l -b a la n c e d  
ju d g m e n t# h i s  e d u c a t io n  had been  v e ry  s c a n ty ,  b u t h© was 
a lw ay s  fo n d  o f  r e a d in g ,  and p ic k e d  up c o n s id e r a b le  in fo rm a tio n *
He was a g r e a t  lo v e r  o f  r i g h t  and freedom * The sound o f th e  
o ld  R e v o lu t io n ,  i n  w h ich  h i s  f a t h e r  was a  s o l d i e r ,  was s t i l l  
in  h i s  e a r s ,  and he d e te s te d  s l a v e r y ,  w ith  a l l  i t s  a p o lo g i s t s  
and in  a l l  i t s  fo rm s.®
I t  was a  l a r g e  f a m i ly ,  h av in g  b e s id e s  th e  c h i ld r e n  and p a r e n t s ,  t h e  
R e v o l u t io n a r y  h e ro  #10 was t h e i r  g r a n d f a th e r  and a  b l i n d  u n c le ,  dam es, who 
had t o  be c a re d  f o r *  T h is  u n d o  changed h i s  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v ic t i o n s  f r e ­
q u e n t ly  and was a v id  f o r  in fo r m a t io n  on e a c h  r e l i g i o n .  H is  a f f l i c t i o n  
mads i t  n e c e s s a r y  t h a t  th® c h i ld r e n  re a d  t o  h im .
1I 'b id * , p .  96
^Jam es S . ,  Ju n e  1 2 , 1739# L y d ia , F e b ru a ry  11 ,1802# M ary R and, J a n ­
u a ry  2 0 , 1792; P o l ly  R and , May 2 9 , 1793# S u sa n n ah , O c to b er 7 , 179 0 . V i t a l  
R e c o rds o f M edfo rd , M a s s a c h u s e tts  t o  th e  T e a r  1850,  p .  6 0 . A c h i l d ,  1799 
P r i v a t e  R eco rd  fro m  le d g e r  and d ay -b o o k s o f Gov* Jo h n  B ro o k s , M.D. 1787-1816 
now owned by D a n ie l H. Howard o f  M edford* A lso  a  day  book 1808-1809 now 
in  p o s s e s s io n  o f  Edward W* M i tc h e l l  o f M edfo rd .
®John W e is s , D isco u rse  O ccasio n ed  by th e  D e a th  o f  C onvers  F r a n o i s ,
D .D .,  p .  66
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I n  1802 L y d ia  * a r ia # th© s i x t h  and la s t ,  c h i l d ,  was b o rn  t o  C on v ers  
and S usan n ah  F r a n o is #
Fin© a n im a l s p i r i t ,  d e l i g h t  i n  l i v i n g ,  t i r e l e s s  a c t i v i t y  
and e n e rg y , w®r© p a r t  o f h o r  ab o u n d in g  h e a l th #  Sh© s a id  of 
h e r s e l f  t h a t  sh© m s  •b o rn  b e fo re  n e r v e s  osm® i n t o  fa sh io n # *
Sh© was tii© y o u n g e s t o f  f i v e  l i v i n g  c h i l d r e n ,  b r i g h t ,  im p u ls iv e ,  
w a rm -h e a r te d , and  s e l f - w i l l e d #
Sh© i n h e r i t e d  a  ocraplex h e r e d i ty #  From h e r  "gentle** m o th e r ,  whose i n ­
f lu e n c e  was t o  be so  e a r l y  w ith d ra w n , sh e  may have i n h e r i t e d  h e r  lo v e  o f 
n a tu r e  and an  aw© o f  i t s  w onders#  From h e r  ** o p in io n a te d ” f a t h e r  may 
hav® ooiao t h a t  d e te r m in a t io n  w h ich  le d  h e r ,  once sh© had © spoused th e  
u n p o p u la r  c a u se  o f  th© s l a v e ,  t o  go  on i r r e s i s t i b l y  u n t i l  in e v i t a b le  
v i c t o r y  came t o  h e r  c a u se #
C h r is te n e d  by  D o c to r Osgood a s  L y d ia  ' ' a r i a , 2 she  m s  c a l l e d  a r i a  
by  th e  f a m ily #  H er e a r l i e s t  y e a r s  w ere s p e n t  in  th e  company o f h e r  
b r o t h e r ,  C o n v e rs , sev e n  y e a r s  h e r  e ld e r #  Much o f  t h e i r  tim e  m s  s p e n t 
I n  re a d in g  a l th o u g h  th e  l i b r a r y  i n  th® home m s  m eager# "An odd volume 
o f  C ow ley, O rto n * s  E x p o s i t io n  o f  th e  Old T e s ta m e n t,  F o rb e ’ e F a m ily  B ook, 
sou© h i s t o r i e s  of E ng land  and o f th© R e v o lu t io n ,  and W a tt’ s  Im provem ent 
o f th® f i n d  former? th e  c o n te n t s  o f th e  l i t t l e  book  o a se # "^  Added t o  t h i s  
was a  s m a ll c o l l e c t i o n  b e lo n g in g  t o  C onvers  F r a n c i s ,  many volum es o f 
w h ich  w ere beyond h i s  s i s t e r ’s c h i l d i s h  u n d e rs ta n d in g #  H ere begen  t h a t  
q u e s t io n in g  of and r e l i a n c e  upon h e r  b r o t h e r  w h ich  was t o  c h a r a c t e r i s e  
h e r  th ro u g h o u t l i f e #
^Hallow©1 1 , op# c l t # ,  p# 96
**71 t a l  R eco rd s  o f  M edford » H a a s a c h u s e t t s  t o  th e  Y ear 1850 ’to o k  when 
b a p t i s e d ,  th© name o iT T y d la  M aria# ,r  p# 60
3W © iss, op# o i t # , p# 16
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•C onvers#*  sh® ask ed #  •What does S h a k e sp e a re  mean b y  t h i s ?
What does M il to n  m ean by  th a t? *  Som etim es he m s  ro g u is h #
and e n jo y e d  a  l i t t l e  m y s t i f i c a t i o n #  Thus he mad© h e r  b e ­
l i e v e  t h a t  th© ’R aven down • f  d a r k n e s s 9 m s  th e  f a r  o f a  
b la c k  c a t  t h a t  s p a r k le d  b e ca u se  i t  m s  s t r o k e d  th e  wrong way? 
th o u g h  why th e  word down s h o u ld  be u sed  f o r  f u r  c o n t in u e d  
s e c r e t l y  t o  p u z z le  h e r# ^
T h is  a f f e c t i o n  w h ich  began  i n  e a r l y  c h ild h o o d  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  d e a th *
To t h i s  b r o t h e r  h i s  s i s t e r  w ro te  in  1833# ”T o y o u r  e a r l y  in f lu e n c e #  by
c o n v e r s a t io n *  l e t t e r s *  and exam ple* 1 owe i t  t h a t  my b u sy  e n e r g ie s  to o k
a  'n t e r a r y  d i r e c t i o n  a t  a l l * M̂  Tw enty y e a r s  l a t e r  h e r  d e v o t io n  rem a in ed
u n d im in ish ed ©  I n  1858 sh e  w ro te  %
I  t h in k  you have don® a  v a s t  am ount o f  good i n  many ways*
T o u r c o n v e r s a t io n  a lw ay s  te n d s  t o  e n la r g e  and  l i b e r a l i z e  
th e  m inds w i th  w h ich  you can e  i s  c o n ta c t?  m ore th a n  a  dozen  
t im e s  I  have h e a rd  p e o p le  sp e a k  o f  th© good y o u r  sy m p ath iz in g  
■words have don® them  in  tim e s  o f  a f f l i c t i o n ?  and f o r  m y se lf#
1 ©an s a y  m ost t r u l y  b e f o r e  God t h a t  X c o n s id e r  su c h  i n t e l ­
l e c t u a l  c u l t u r e  a s  X have m a in ly  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  y o u r  i n ­
f lu e n c e ?  and  m o st s i n c e r e l y  c an  I  say#  m o reo v er#  t h a t  up  t o  
t h i s  p r e s e n t  h o u r I  p r i z e  a  ©ha.no© f o r  communion w i th  y o u r 
m ind more th a n  I  do  w i th  any  o th e r  p e rso n  X know*3
Of t h i s  b e lo v e d  s i s t e r  C o n v ers  F r a n c i s  w ro te #  "A d e a r*  b ia s s e d
s i s t e r  h a s  sh e  b een  t o  me? w ould t h a t  I  had b een  h a l f  a s  g o o : a  b r o t h e r  
t o  h e r l* ^
T h e i r  e a r l y  e d u c a t io n  m s  i d e n t i c a l #  B o th  a t te n d e d  a  "dam© school**
ru n  by  E l i s a b e t h  F r a n o is *  who was no  kin© The s c h o o l m s  k e p t  in  a  
d in g y  ro an  in  th e  horn© o f  t h i s  r a t h e r  e c c e n t r i c  s p i n s t e r  known a s  "da*am*
1Xbid## p© 17
2 ? ,e t t e r a  o f  L y d ia  M a r ia  C h ild #  ed#  H a r r i e t  S e m l l*  p* 29  ( h e r e a f t e r  
n o te d  res L e t t  © raj
^Cluote*.: i n  W eiss# op* o i t * * p* 17
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B e t ty  by  th e  to w n fo lk s *  She chewed a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  to b a c c o  y e t  seem s 
t o  havsi b een  a b n o rm a lly  s h y , f o r  a l l  h e r  l i f e  sh e  n e v e r  f o r g o t  t h e  
c a la m i ty  o f Dr* B rooks* h a v in g  se e n  h e r  d r in k in g  w a te r  from  t h e  s p o u t 
o f  h e r  k e t t l e *  B oth had f u r t h e r  e d u o a b io n a l o p p o r tu n i t i e s  i n  th e
v i l l a g e  s c h o o l u n d e r  th #  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Dr* Hosmer#^
Such m s  th e  i n e q u a l i t y  o f  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  a n  e d u c a t io n  w h ich  e x ­
is t©  d in  th e  e a r l y  n in e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t h a t  w h ile  Convers F r a n o is  w ould
have th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  a t t e n d  H a rv a rd  C o lle g e  and l a t e r  become i t s
o
Pat'kman p r o f e s s o r  o f  P u l p i t  E lo q u en ce  and  P a s t o r a l  C a r e ,  h ie  s i s t e r  
had  t o  make h e r  way in  l i f e  w i th  o n ly  t h a t  ed u c a tio n  w h ich  sh e  m s
a b l e  t o  a c q u i r e  by h e r  own e f f o r t s *
S e p a r a t io n  w as n o t  t o  l e s s e n  th e  c lo s e  bond b e tw een  th e s e  m ost 
d e v o te d  members of a  f a m ily *  .a© tt© rs , and p e r so n a l c o n ta c t  when p o s­
s i b l e ,  k e p t  t h i s  a f f e c t i o n  a l i v e *  'a r i a  F r a n c i s  was but tw e lv e  y e a r s  
o f age w hen, on May 7 , 1 8 1 4 ,3 h e r  m o th e r d ie d #  T h is  c a la m i ty  w as f o l ­
low ed by a n o th e r  w h ich  m s  to  mean a  c r u e l  s e p a r a t io n *  Mary Hand F r a n c i s ,  
f*a w e ll - p o is e d  c h a r a c t e r ,  and o f r a r e  Judgm ent,**^ had ta k en  o v e r t h e  
house  Ice ©ping and  th e  p la c e  o f  a  m o th e r t o  h e r  m ore im p u ls iv e  s i s t e r ,  
whose e l d e r  she w as by  e ig h t  y e a r s *  On S ep tem b er 1 ,  1814 Mary m arried  
7»arr©n P r e s to n , a  la w y e r  o f  s ta n d in g  in  Ho r r idgew ock, th e  sh ir© to w n  
o f  Som erset County in  M aine* "Maria w as in c o n s o la b le ,  r e f u s e d  t o  be 
p r e s e n t  a t  th® w edding  ce rem o n y , and  t a k in g  h e r  k i t t e n ,  f o r  a  s y m p a th e tic
^ H a llo w © !!,  op# c i t * ,  p# 96 s t a t e s  t h a t  L y d ia  F r a n c i s  a tten d e d  an 
academy o p era ted  by Dr* Kosmcr* I t  h a s  n o t been p o s s ib le  t o  i d e n t i f y  
.Or# Jloomsr fu r th e r *
^ C h a r le s  F r a n c i s ,  F r a n c i s  F a m ily , p« 190
S o ld  Burying a ro u n d , M edford, "Mrs* Susannah, w ife  o f Hr* C onvers 
F r a n c i s ,  d ie d  May 7 ,  1914*"
% a lI o w ® ll ,  op* c i t * ,  p* 97
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co m p an io n , d is a p p e a re d  up  th e  l a n e ,  u n t i l  a l l  was cnrer#” ^ C onvers was 
now a  s tu d e n t  a t  H a rv a rd  and s p e n t  h i s  f r e e  m onths t e a c h in g  s c h o o l i n
W ilm in g to n # ^  Thus M a ria  was l e f t  w i th  o n ly  h e r  e v e r -b u s y  f a t h e r  t o
ta k e  c a r e  o f  h e r#  nAlarm ed a t  h e r  i n c r e a s in g  fo n d n e s s  f o r  books 
h e r  f a t h e r  d e c id e d  t o  send  h e r  on a  lo n g ,  s lo w  stag©  c o a c h  jo u rn e y  t o  
j o i n  th© h o u se h o ld  o f h e r  s i s t e r  Mary in  th e  K ennebec r e g io n  of M aine#
T h is  area s
was l a r g e l y  s e t t l e d  b y  members o f  c u l t i v a t e d  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  
f a m i l i e s ,  g r a d u a te s  o f  H a rv a rd  and o th e r  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  men se e k in g  new f i e l d s  o f o c c u p a tio n  and i n t e r ­
e s t *  The c o u r t  convened  in  N orridgew ock#  T h is  b ro u g h t 
ju d g e s  and la w y e rs  w i th  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  t o  th e  to w n , from  
v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f th e  S t a t e ,  and form ed a  c e n t e r  o f  i n t e l ­
l ig e n c e  and r e f in e m e n t ,  in  w h ich  Ju d g e  P r e s to n ’ s  horn© was
p ro m in e n t#4
B ut t h i r t y - n i n e  y e a r s  had p a s s e d  s in c e  B e n e d ic t  A rn o ld , th e n  a  
b r i l l i a n t  and e n e r g e t i c  o f f i c e r  fro m  C o n n e c t ic u t ,  had  m arched  th r o u g h  
N o rrid g ew o ck  on h i s  i n c r e d i b l e  jo u rn e y  th ro u g h  th e  w i ld s  o f M aine on an 
i l l - f a t e d  e x p e d i t io n  a g a i n s t  C anada# T h is  tow n was a  new s e t t l e m e n t ,  
f o r  o ld  N o rrid g w o e k , s i t e  of th e  p r e s e n t  tow n of M ad iso n , had been  
ab an d o n ed  a f t e r  th® d r e a d f u l  day  in  1724 when B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  fro m  New 
E ng land  had s la u g h te r e d  e v e ry  m an, woman and c h i ld  i n  th e  l i t t l e  A benaki 
v i l l a g e #  T h is  a t r o c i t y  i s  to d a y  commemorated by a  w e a th e r - b e a te n  o b e lis k #
1r b i d # ,  p# 97 
^Wei s s ,  op# c l t  # , p# 18 
^ H a l lo w e l l ,  op# o i t » ,  p# 97
^ I b i d *,  p# 97 W arren  P r e s to n  l i s t e d  a s  town m o d e ra to r  i n  181 4 , 
nThe F i r s t  U n i t a r i a n  S o c ie ty  and  C hurch  i n  N o rrid g ew o ck  w as o rg a n is e d  
May 2 8 ,  1825 w i th  Hon# W arren P r e s to n ,  C hairm an#” J*  W# H an so n , H i s to r y  
o f  N o rrid g ew o c k #
8
Mrs* P resto n  t r a in #  • h e r  s i s t e r  w e ll  i n  th o s e  d o m e s tic  accom­
p l is h m e n ts  w h ic h  a re  perform ed w ith  such d e x t e r i t y  b y  th® Hew £fetgland 
h o u sew ife*  D eoorativ®  handw ork m s  n o t  n e g le c te d *  f o r  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  
i n  e x i s t e n c e  an e x q u i s i t e  i n f a n t #s  gown sewed and  em broidered w ith  
rem arkable s k i l l  by  M arla  when i n  h e r  t e e n s *  She n e v e r  l o s t  t h i s  
a b i l i t y  t o  w ork w i th  h e r  hands* f o r  l a t e  in  l i f e  sh® c o n tr ib u te d  a  m ost 
a r t i s t i c  p a tc h  w ork q u i l t  t o  a  m o n e y -ra is in g  a c t i v i t y  o f  th e  A b o lit io n ­
i s t s * ^  F o r tu n a t e ly  th e  m ore p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  h ou sehold  c a r a  were 
in c lu d e d  i n  h e r  e d u ca tio n *  f o r  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  l i f e  sh# employed no  
d om estic  h e lp *  but w ith  a l l  her vo lum inou s w r it in g  o a re d  f o r  h er  home 
m t h  h e r  own hands*
rim e  m s  d e v o te d  t o  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s *  f o r  a t  th e  ago o f f i f t e e n  
sh #  was r e a d in g  M ilto n  and Horner# She w rote t o  Convers* s t i l l  h e r  in ­
t e l l e c t u a l  m en to r*  a  co m p ariso n  b e tw een  th e  s ty le ®  o f  th e e u  a u th o r s *
A t t h i s  e a r ly  ag® sh e  ex p r essed  h e r  s t r o n g  o b je c t io n  t o  M i l to n ?s  a s s e r ­
t i o n  o f th #  s u p e r io r i t y  of th e  m ale*  t h i s  r e v o l t  was t o  c h a r a c t e r i s #  
h«r th in k in g  th rou gh ou t h er  l i f e #  Though n o t a ra b id  woman*s r ig h t s  
a d v o c a te *  sh© a lw ay s  r e s e n t e d  th© a ssu m p tio n  o f  th #  i n f e r i o r i t y  o f women# 
W hile  v i s i t i n g  Dr# Brown i n  Skowhegan*^ she  f i r s t  read  S c o t t#
& ay  Mann® ring: and H aver I v  i n t e r e s t e d  h e r  deeply#®
^Thes# a r t i c l e s  a re  cm d i s p l a y  a t  th e  M edford H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty *  
under th e  su p e r v is io n  o f  Mrs# Emma G rey -F ra n e is*  C urator E m eritus*
2 L e t t  e r e ,  p* v i
3 I b i d . ,  p. 3
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Prom S c o t t ,  M aria F r a n c is  lea rn ed  th e  c o n tr a s t  betw een l i f e  and
f i c t i o n *  "In l i f e , ” sh© w r o te ,  "I an aw are t h a t  g e n t le n e s s  and m o d esty  
f  or-i th e  d i s t in g u i s h e d  orn& rents o f o u r  sex*  But in  d e s c r i p t i o n  f.h sy  
c a n n o t o & p tiv a t©  th e  im a g in a t io n ,  n o r  r i v e t  th® a t t e n t i o n * ” ^ T h is  e a r ly  
c o n c lu s io n  p ro b a b ly  e x e r te d  an  in f lu e n c e  o v e r h e r  f i c t i o n *  H er h e r o in e s  
from  Mary G onant in  h e r  f i r s t  n o v e l ,  Hob cm ole, t o  th e  R oyal s i s t e r s  in
h e r  f i n a l  one* A Romance o f th e  He p u b l i c ,  &r© f a r  from  th© m o d est and
g e n t le  m aid en s  of th© N in e te e n th  C en tu ry *  There i s  an u n c o n t r o l le d  
m elodram a ab o u t t h e i r  a c t i o n s  w hich  may be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  e a r l y  
d e s i r e  t o  " r i v e t  th© a t te n t io n ® "
A f te r  many y e a r s  she r e c a l l e d  an  im p o r ta n t  i n c id e n t  w h ich  o c c u r re d  
d u r in g  h e r  s t a y  in  M aine* On s e e in g  I n d ia n s  encamped In  th® th e n  r u r a l  
a r e a  o f  Eobokan, sh e  engaged them in  p le a s a n t  c o n v e r s a t io n  when
a  f a t  l i t t l e  p a p o o se , ro und  a s  a  t u b ,  w ith  e y e s  l i k e  b la c k
b e a d s ,  a t t r a c t e d  my a t t e n t i o n  by th© co m ica l aw kw ardness o f  i t s  
tu m b lin g  movements* X e n te r e d  i n t o  c o n v e r s a t io n  w ith  th e  
p a r e n t s ,  and. f  c u n ' th e y  b elon ged  to  th e  rem n an t o f th e  
P e n o b sco t t r ib e *  T h i s ,  a s  S c o tt  s a y s  w a s, * p ic k in g  up  a  
dropped  s t i t c h *  i n  t h e  a d v e n tu re  o f  my l i f e *  ’A h ,* s a id  I ,
’ I  ones a t e  s u p p e r  w i th  y o u r  t r i b e  in  a  hem lock  f o r e s t ,  
on th e  s h o re s  o f  th® K ennebec* I s  th e  o ld  c h i e f .  C a p ta in  
N eptune, y e t  a l iv e ? *  They a lm o s t c la p p e d  t h e i r  h ands w i th  
d e l i g h t ,  to  f in d  one who rem em bered C a p ta in  N eptune* I 
in q u i r e d  f o r  B t a l c x i s ,  h i s  nephew , and t h i s  was t o  them  
a n o th e r  f a m i l i a r  w ar ,  w h ich  i t  gave  them  jo y  to  h a a r*  Long 
f o r g o t t e n  s c e n e s  w ere  r e s to r e d  t o  memory, and th e  im ages 
o f  e a r l y  y o u th  s to o d  d i s t i n c t l y  b e f o r e  me* I  seemed t o  
se e  o ld  Neptune and h i s  handsome nephew , a  t a l l  a t h l e t i c  
y o u th ,  o f  m ost g r a c e f u l  p ro p o r t io n s *  I  a lw ay s  u se d  t o  
th in k  o f  E t a l e a d s ,  when X r e a  : o f  B enjam in  W est’ s  ex o la m a - 
t i  on ri © f i r s t  tim e  he saw th e  A p o llo  B e lv id e r e t  *My Cod I 
How l i k e  a  young Bohawk w a r r io r*  * But f o r  y e a r s  I had n o t
^ Ib id * ,  p* v i
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th o u g h t of th® m a je s t i c  young I n d ia n ,  u n t i l  th e  m e® tin;; in  
hoboken a g a in  b ro u g h t him t o  my mind* I  seem sd t o  see  him 
a s  I  saw him l a s t  -  th© v e ry  dandy o f h i s  t r i b e  -  w i th  a  
b ro ad  band of s h in in g  b r a s s  ab o u t h ie  h a t ,  a  c i r c l e  of s i l v e r  
on h i s  b r e a s t ,  t i e d  w i th  s c a r l e t  r i b b o n s ,  and a  lo n g  b e l t  o f  
c u r i o u s l y  w rough t wampum h an g in g  t o  h i s  f  ©et
When h e r  f i r s t  n o v e l w h ich  d e a l t  w i th  an I n d ia n  them e b ro u g h t fame t o  
M ar is  F r a n c i s ,  i t  was assum ed t h a t  h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  w ith  th e  In d ia n  was 
p u r e ly  im a g in a ry , y e t  th© r e o e n t  memory o f  th e  w a r r io r  K ta le x i s  may 
w e l l  have s e r v e ’' a s  th e  m odel f o r  th e  I n d ia n  h e ro  Hobom.ok®
W hile s t i l l  r e s i d i n g  in  M ain®, F a r i a  a s p i r e d  to  an a m b itio n  w o rth y  
o f  th© e r u d i t e  M a rg a re t P u l l e r *  Tc h e r  b r o t h e r ,  i n  November 1 8 1 9 , she  
w r o te ,  **1 have lo n g  In d u lg e d  th e  hop© o f  r e a d in g  Homer in  h i s  own tongue*  
I  have n o t re lin q u ish © :!  i t *  I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  t o  a c e r t a i n  tim e  when I 
e x p e c t t h a t  h o p e , w i th  many e th e r s  w i l l  b© r e a l iz e d * * * * I  u s u a l l y  spend 
a s  h o u r ,  a f t e r  I  r e t i r e  f o r  th e  n i g h t ,  i n  r e a d in g  Gibbon* s Homan F m p lre * 
T h ere  "was a  p r a c t i c a l  e lem en t in  h e r  n a t u r e ,  h o w ev er, f o r  a t  th e  age 
o f n in e te e n  she  had no  " h ig h - f lo w n  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,"  b u t  w ro te  t h a t ,  " I f  
1 am i n d u s t r i o u s  I  s h a l l  be 1 n d o nen d e n t»"^ T h is  d e s i r e  t o  s a y  o f a l l  
m en , " 1  owe him  n a u g h t"  le d  h e r  t o  p la n  t o  ta k e  a  s c h o o l in  G a rd in e r*  
When t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  le a v e  H o rrid g ew o o k  p re s e n te d  i t s e l f  I n  M arch , 
she  w a ite d  o n ly  u n t i l  " th e  t r a v e l l i n g  becam e t o l e r a b l e " 4 b e f o r e  b e g in ­
n in g  h e r  jo u rn ey *  T hus e a r l y  b eg an  h e r  p r e s s in g  d e s i r e  t o  i n s t r u c t ,  
a  d e s i r e  w hich  was t o  d o m ina te  a l l  o f  h e r  n o n - f i c t i o n a l  w r i t in g s *  The
^L y d ia  M* C h i ld ,  L e t t e r s  from  Mew Y o rk ,  p* 29
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 3 
S l b i d ,  p* 5
4 Ib id «  p* 6
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e x p e r ie n c e  g a in ed  w ith  c h ild r e n  was t o  be o f g r e a t  h e lp  t o  her when 
a d d re ss in g  h er  w r it in g s  t o  younger rea d ers*  Her e x i l e  in  Maine was
d raw in g  t o  a  c lo s e *  and a t  l a s t  she was t o  have an o p p o rtu n ity  t o  l i v e  
i n  l i t ? r a r y  s u r r o u n a in g s •
On 0 ay  5 , 1822* C on v ers  F r a n c i s  m a r r ie d  Abby E ra  f o r d  A lly n # ^
S h o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  th e y  went t o  r e s i d e  i n  W atertow n* w here  t h e  groom 
was t h e  new ly  a p p o in te d  U n i t a r i a n  m in is te r #  As soon a s  she a t t a i n e d  
h e r  m a jo r i ty *  M aria  F r a n c is  jo in e d  t h i s  h o u seh o ld *  The p ro m p tn ess  w ith  
w h ich  she  l e f t  M aine im p l ie s  n o t  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w ith  h e r  l i f e  i n  
M aine o r  u n h a p p in e s s  w i th  h e r  b e lo v e d  s i s t e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  g r e a t e r  
d e v o tio n  t o  h e r  b r o th e r *  A f te r  y e a r s  o f s tu d y  sh e  w as o re p a re d  to  t a k e  
h e r  r i g h t f u l  p la c e  amid k in d re d  i n t e l l e c t s *  At no  p e r io d  in  th© h i s t o r y  
o f o u r l i t e r a t u r e  and in  no  p la c e  o th e r  th a n  in  t h e  sm a ll  c o n p a ss  o f 
B o sto n  and i t s  su rro u n d in g  t e r r i t o r y  w ere s o  many o f th e  le a d in g  f i g u r e s  
o f  American l i t e r a t u r e  g a th e r e d #  T h is  was a  g l o r i o u s  e r a  t o  be known 
t o  p o s t e r i t y  a s  th e  11 G olden Age” o f American l i t e r a t u r e *  I n  t h i s  a tm os­
p h e re*  m ost con d u civ e  t o  th©  developm ent o f  her u n d e n ia b le  g e n iu s *  M aria 
F r a n o i s  f o m e d  a  g ir lh o o d  f r i e n d s h i p  w h ich  was t o  l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e *
E ig h t  y e a r s  younger than she* y e t  h e r  e q u a l  in  s c h o la s t i c  a m b itio n *  th e  
product o f  an  e q u a lly  l o n e ly  y e t  p r e co c io u s  ch ild h ood *  M a rg a re t F u l l e r  
was th® id e a l  companion fo r  th© ser io u s-m in d ed  M aria F ra n o is#  T ogether  
th e y  read  ”Locke* a s  in tr o d u c to r y  t o  a co u rse  o f E n g lish  m etap h ysics*  and 
th en  De S ta e l  on Locke*s system *”  ̂ T h is  in t e r e s t  l a t e r  in f lu e n c e d  
F a r i a  F r a n c is  t o  w r i t e  a  l i f e  of Madam© D© S ta e l*
^ F ra n c is *  op* c i t* *  p* 190
M a r g a r e t  O s s o l i* Memoirs o f  M argaret F u l le r  O s s o l l* I*  85
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M arg are t F u l l e r  v a lu e d  h e r  f r i e n d *  W ritin g  t o  a  fo rm er t e a c h e r  
a t  th e  s c h o o l o f th e  h i s s e s  P r e s c o t t ,  i n  G ro to n , M a s s a c h u s e t ts ,  a r g a re t  
F u l l e r  in t r o d u c e d  h e r  a s  tta  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  woman, i n  my o p in io n *  She 
i s  a  n a t u r a l  p e rs o n  -  a  m o st r a r e  th in g  i n  t h i s  ag e  o f o a n t  and  p r e te n t io n *  
P e r  c o n v e r s a t io n  i s  charm ing -  sh® b r in g s  a l l  o f  h e r  pow ers t o  b e a r  upon 
i t s  h e r  s t y l e  i s  v a r i e d ,  an a  she h a s  a  v e ry  p le a s a n t  and  s p i r i t e d  way o f  
th in k in g *  I  sh o u ld  ju d g e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  sh© p o s s e s s e s  p e c u l i a r  p u r i t y  o f 
m ind*” M a rg a re t F u l l e r  a p p r e c ia te d  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  h o n e s ty  o f  F a r i a  
F r a n o is *  As an a u th o r  and a s  an in  i  v ir tu a l M aria  F r a n c i s  w as m ost a p t ly  
d e s c r ib e d  a s  n & n a t u r a l  p e rs o n * ” H er w r i t i n g s ,  b o th  f i c t i o n a l  and 
n o n - f i c t i o n a l ,  w ere t o  e x p re s s  h e r  h o n e s t c o n v ic t io n s *  The ” p u r i t y  o f  
m ind” so  e a r l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  m arked  h e r  a u l t  y e a r s *  She w alked  th ro u g h  
slu m  and  p r i s i o n ,  fo u n d  good i n  th e  m ost d ep rav ed  and o f f e r e d  h e lp  t o  
th o s e  -who had d e s p e r a te  n eed  o f  i t *
l b  was a  p le a s a n t  l i f e  I n  hew E ng land  i n  th e  e ig h te e n - tw e n t ie s *  
b o s to n  had lo n g  ou tgrow n th© P u r i t a n  d i s t r u s t  o f  a r t  and t h a t  s u b je c t  
'.ms much in  t h e  a i r *  Th© A thenaeum  had a c q u ir e d  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f p l a s t e r  
c a s t s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  s t a t u a r y  c h o se n  b y  Canova* Her' M aria  F r a n c is  may 
have a c q u ir e d  th e  lo v e  o f  s t a t u a r y  w hich was t o  re m a in  w ith  h e r  a lw ays*  
Tw enty y e a r s  l a t e r  she m s  l i v i n g  a  s e c lu d e d  l i f e  am id u n c o n g e n ia l  s u r ­
ro u n d in g s  i n  th e  tow n o f  Northam pton, biassach u s e t t s  and c o n fe sse d  h e r ­
s e l f ,  n asham ed t o  say  how d e e p ly  I  am charmed w ith  s c u lp t u r e !  asham ed 
b e c a u se  i t  seem s l i k e  a f f e c t a t i o n  i n  on® who lias had su ch  v e ry  l im i t e d
l i b i t *a p* 55
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o p p o r tu n i ty  t o  become aoquain t© .' w i th  th© a rts®  I  have a  l i t t l e  p l a s t e r  
f i g u r e  c f  a  c a ry a tid , w h ich  a c t s  upon my s p i r i t  Ilk©  a  m a g ic ia n 's  s p e ll* * *  
Bo p ose  a f t e r  con; H o t  -  n o t  th e  re p o se  o f  in n o c e n c e ,  b u t th e  repos©  o f 
w isdom *"^
Sh© a t te n d e d  th e  S a tu rd a y  c l a s s e s  M a rg a re t F u l l e r  h e ld  in  West 
S t r e e t*  These m eeting®  w ere a t te n d e d  by h a l f  th© e l i t e ,  E l i s a b e th  
h o a r  from. C o n co rd , th e  t h r e e  P e a te r y  s i s t e r s ,  Mrs* E m erson , Mr®* G eorge 
B a n c r o f t ,  Mrs* T heodore P a r k e r ,  M aria  W h ite ,  who m s  engaged  t o  Jam es
R u s s e l l  L ow ell*  The s u b j e c t s  w ere G reek  m ythology*  *"%at i s  L i f e ? * ,
2
th© h i s t o r y  o f  a r t ,  t h e  m eaning  o f  th e  v a r io u s  d an ces* ”
h o u se h o ld  d u t i e s ,  s o c i a l  m e e tin g s  w i th  f r i e n d s ,  an in te n s e  program  
o f  s tu d y  and c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  e a r l y  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l i s t s ^  who mot in  th e  
m odest s tu d y  i n  W atertow n wore n o t s u f f i c i e n t ,  how avcr, t o  s a t i s y  t h i s  
a m b it io u s  g i r l *  I n  h e r  q u i e t  y e t  d e te rm in e d  way sh e  now e n te r e d  th e  
f i e l d  o f f i c t i o n *
^ L e t te rs ,  p* 36
2 van Wyok B ro o k s , The F lo w e rin g  o f  Hew England,  p* 241
^ A lc o t t 's  J o u r n a l  f o r  Monday, S ep tem ber 1 6 th  s t a t e s ,  "The fo l lo w in g  
p e rs o n s  co m p rised  our c i r c l e  of c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a t  th© hone o f  D r• F r a n c is s  
E m erson , A lo o t t ,  C harm ing ,  Hedge* F l p l e y ,  D w ight, P a r k e r ,  B a r t l e t t *  B a r t o l ,  
May* S te t s o n ,  M o rr is o n , Mrs* R ip le y  and M iss  F u l l e r * "  Q uoted in  Hugh Wade, 
M a rg a re t F u l l e r ,  p* 65
CHAPTER I I
YEARS OF FATE
In  1824 a t  th e  age  o f tw e n ty - tw o  M aria  F r a n c is  p u b l is h e d  Hobomok,
A T a le  o f ^ a r ly  T im ea* The o f te n  r e p e a te d  s t o r y  found  in  c o n tem p o ra ry
accounts**’ t h a t  h e r  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  began  w i th  t h e  r e a d in g  o f  Mr* Jo h n
*>
G* P a l f r e y ’ s r e v ie w  of th e  lo n g  n a r r a t i v e  poem Yen ova one81' p u b lish ©  in  
^ o r t h  A m erican R ev iew , h a s  s u rv iv e d  t o  th e  p r e s e n t#  T here  i s  a  
c e r t a i n  ro m a n tic  f l a v o r  t o  th e  s t o r y  o f  a  young g i r l  w h i l in g  away an  
i d l s  h o u r a t  noon in  th e  p a rso n a g e  s tu d y  w i th  a  t h r e e  y e a r  o ld  copy 
o f a  m agazine  and b e in g  s u d d e n ly  i n s p i r e d  by th e  w ords#  "W hoever in  
t h i s  c o u n try  f i r s t  a t t a i n s  th e  r a n k  o f  & f i r s t  r a t e  w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n *  
we p r e d i c t  w i l l  l a y  h i s  sc e n e  h e re #  Th© wid© f i e l d  i s  r i p e  f o r  th e
h a r v e s t#  and s c a r c e  a  s i c k l e  y e t  h as  to u c h e d  She had n e v e r  w r i t t e n
a  word f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o r dream ed o f  becom ing an  a u th o r  b u t  t h e  s p e l l  
was on h e r*  and  s e i s i n g  a  p e n , b e fo re  th e  b e l l  ra n g  f o r  t h e  a f te r n o o n  
m e e tin g  sh e  had com posed th e  f i r s t  c h a p te r  o f  th© n o v e l*  j u s t  a s  i t  was 
p r in t e d *  When i t  w as shown t o  h e r  b r o t h e r ,  hsr young a m b itio n  was f l a t t e r e d  
by  th e  e x c la m a t io n ,  ’ b u t#  M a r ia ,  d id  you r e a l l y  w rit©  t h i s *  Do you mean 
w hat you s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  y o u r own?’" ^  T hus t h e  ro m a n tic  s to r y
llv u fu s  G risw o ld *  The Pros© W r i te r s  o f  A m erica  (1 8 4 7 )#  p# 426
2 Jam es E a s t  b u rn  and R o b e r t S a n d s , Yam oy den 1820
3J » G# P a l f r e y ,  R eview  of Y am cyder* a  T a le  of' t h e  W ars o f  King P h i l l i p #
N o rth  .Anar lo a n  Ha v ie w ,  X, p* 164
4-Gri sw o ld , on* c i t * ,  r>» 42 6
^  mmimtkat im m w m m *
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o f  R u fu s  W* G r is w o ld , a  s t o r y  he n a y  w e l l  have h e a rd  from  th e  a u th o r  
h e r s e l f *  B eh in d  t h i s  m om entary im p u lse  w ere y e a r s  o f  p r e p a r a t io n *  
b a r i a  F r a n o is  had re a d  w id e ly  and  w r i t t e n  o o n s ta n t ly  t o  h e r  b e lo v e d  
b r o t h e r  f o r  many y e a r s *  A n o th e r f a c t o r  was h e r  a w a re n e ss  o f  con tem ­
p o ra ry  w r i t in g s *  Any c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f  h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n  m u st ta k e  i n t o  
a c c o u n t th e  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  w h ich  m et th e  r e c e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  C a th e r in e  
S edgw ick*s Redwood and C o o p e r’ s P io n e e r s *
S ix  w eeks saw th e  c o m p le tio n  o f Hobomok,  a  n o v e l o f  l e s s  th a n  tw o 
h u n d red  pages*  I t  was p u b lis h e d  by Cummings, H i l l i a r d  and Company o f 
B o sto n  w ith  th© name o f th e  a u th o r  w i th h e ld  and s ig n e d  m e re ly  by  wAn 
A m erican *"x A lth o u g h  Yamoyden had in t r o d u c e d  m is c e g e n a t io n  in  th e  
m a r r ia g e  o f a  w h its  women t o  an  In d ia n  w o r r i o r .  Hob cm ok was th® f i r s t  
p ro s e  rom ance t o  in t r o d u c e  t h i s  them e* Jam es F en lm ore  C ooper had u p h e ld  
th e  h o n o r o f  E l i s a b e t h  Tem ple b y  p ro v in g  t h e  w h ite  b lo o d  o f h e r  l o v e r ,  
th© Young; E ag le  o f  th e  D e law ares* ^  The N o r th  A m erican Review  c o n s id e re d  
th© seq u en ce  o f e v e n ts  p o r t r a y e d  in  Hob am ok a s  " n o t  o n ly  u n n a t u r a l ,  b u t 
r e v o l t i n g  t o  e v e ry  f e e l i n g  o f  d e l i c a c y  in  man o r woman*"^ The p l o t  i s  
a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  th e  Enoch A rden them e o s t e n s i b l y  b a sed  "o n  an o ld  w a rn -o u t 
m a n u sc r ip t"  w h ich  a c c i d e n t a l l y  came in  th e  a u t h o r ’ s way* I t  was p u r p o r te d ly  
w r i t t a n  by one o f  th e  a u th o r  * 8 a n c e s to r s  who " f l e d  w i th  th e  p e r s e c u te d  
non-oonfo rm lv fes from  th e  I s l e  o f  W rig h t, and ab o u t t h e  m id d le  o f  June*
^L y d ia  IT* C h i ld ,  Hob an ok,  1824 
^ J s n e s  F* C o o p e r , The P r & ir ie * 1825 
s The M orth  A m erican Review * XIX, 265
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a r r i v e d  a t  Kaumkeak on th e  © a s te rn  sh o re  o f  M a ssa o h u a e tts* , ,^
The id e a  t h a t  th© m a n u s c r ip t  tm s p la c e d  in  h e r  h an d s by a f r i e n d  i s  t o l d  
by ''-‘a r i a  - 'r a n o is  i n  th e  P re fa c e  t o Hobomok* F r e d e r i c ,  th e  f r i e n d ,  co n ­
f e s s e s  tl i& t, "Y our f r i e n d  ? • • •# # * $  rem ark s  c o n c e rn in g  o u r e a r l y  h i s t o r y ,
2
have h a l f  tem p ted  me t o  w r i t e  a  hew E ng land  n o v e l* ” id a r i a  F r a n c is  
e x p r e s s e s  h e r  s u r p r i s e ,  WA n o v e l -  when T /av erly  i s  g a l lo p in g  o v e r h i l l  
and d& lo , f a s t e r  and  m ore s u c c e s s f u l  th a n  A le x a n d e r18 c o n q u e r in g  sw ord? 
Event A m erican g ro u n d  i s  o ccu p ied *  The Spy i s  lu r k in g  in  ©very c l o s e t ,
-  th e  m ind i s  everyw here s u p p l ie d  w ith  P io n e er s  on th® l a n d ,  and i s  
soon l i k o l y  t o  be w ith  P i l o t s  on th e  deep*no
d e s p i t e  t h i s  aw areness F a r i a  F r a n c is  p ro c e e d s  w ith  th e  s to r y *  The 
s c e n e  i s  le d -’ a t  Salemand T r i- m o u n ta in ,  c o l o n i a l  B o sto n  so  c a l l e d  b e fo r e  
th© l e v e l i n g  o f  i t s  h i l l s #  In  her d e s c r ip t io n s  o f n a t iv e  s c e n e ry  sh© 
d e m o n s tra te s  th a t  th u s  e a r l y  she "has an eye f o r  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  and 
su b lim e  o f e x te r n a l n a tu r e * ” ^  T h is  lo v e  o f b e a u ty  was t o  perm eate a l l  
o f h e r  l a t e r  n ew els*
The p lo t  o f Hobomok i s  based cm th® im probable s i t u a t io n  in  w hich  
a  young w e ll-b r e d  E n g lish  g i r l ,  in  a  s t a t e  o f  insan© despondency cm 
h earin g  o f  th© supposed d ea th  o f  her X over, o f f e r s  h e r s e l f  a s  th© w ife
Hobomok» , p* 7 
2 ib i d * ,  P re fa ce  
3I b id * ,  P re fa ce
% o rtli American Review* ZIa ,  262
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o f  an In d ia n  c h ie f *  F o r th r e e  y e a r s  she  l i v e s  n o t  u n h a p p ily  w ith  him in  
h i s  wigwam and b e a r s  him a  “ h o p e fu l  son*® At th e  en d  o f t h a t  tim e h e r  
w h ite  lo v e r  r e t u r n s  and i s  m et in  th® f o r e s t  by h e r  husband* T here  e n su e s  
one o f  th e  m ost f a n t a s t i c  o f a l l  f i c t i o n a l  r e n u n c ia t io n s *  Hobomok f i r s t  
p ro p o se s  t h a t  h© le a v e  h i s  w ife  and c h i ld  t h a t ,  "M ary may s in g  th e  m ar­
r i a g e  song in  th e  wigwam o f th e  E n g lish m an * "^  h o t  t o  be ou tdone in  g e n e r ­
o s i t y ,  Georg© Brown a l s o  o f f e r s  t o  ren o u n ce  Mary* "N o,” he t e l l s  Hobomok, 
11 She i s  y o u r w ife*  Keep h e r ,  and c h e r i s h  h e r  w ith  t e n d e r n e s s * * • I  w i l l  
be a s  g e n e ro u s  a s  you have been* I  w i l l  r e t u r n  from  whence I  cam e, and
b e a r  my so rro w s  a s  I  m ay, L e t M ary n e v e r  know t h a t  I  am a l iv e *  Love h e r ,
« 2and be happy* The f i n a l  r e n u n c ia t i o n  i s ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  o f Hobomok*
" H is  v o ic e  ©hooked and t h e  t e a r s  f e l l  b r ig h t  and  f a s t* ^  a s  Hobomok s a i d ,  
” B@ 'kind t o  my boy*n He th e n  to o k  on© l a s t  lo o k  a t  h i s  w ife  and c h i l d ,  
d iv o rc e d  h i s  w ife  a s  he m a r r ie d  h e r ,  by  th e  custom  of h i s  t r i b e ,  and w ent 
t o  se e k  a  g ra v e  " f a r  o f f  among th e  re d  men in  t h e  w est *"^ W ith u n seem ly  
b a s t s  th e  l o v e r s  a r e  r e u n i t e d  and m a rry  i n  t h r e e  days* Y e a rs  p a s s ,  and 
l i t t l e  Hobomok, "w hose I n d ia n  b lo o d  h a s  b een  f o r g o t t e n ,  becom es a d i s ­
t in g u i s h e d  g r a u a t e  a t  C am bridge and whan he l e f t  t h a t  i n f a n t  u n i v e r s i t y ,
«  5he d e p a r te d  t o  f i n i s h  h i s  e d u c a t io n  in  E ngland*
^ C h ild ,  Hobomok,  p* 174 
2 l b id * , p* 174
g I b i d * , p . 174 
4 I b i p* 174 
^ Ib ic l* ,  p* 174
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B oth  h i s t o r i c a l  and  f i c t i o n a l  p e rs o n a g e s  ar© p r e s e n te d  among th e  
c h a r a c te r s #  The h i s t o r i c a l  g ro u p  a s  G overnor E n d i o o t t ,  Lady .A rab e lla  
Jo h n so n  and h e r  husband  ” ar® g e n e r a l l y  v e ry  w e ll  c o n c e iv e d  and su p p o rte d *  
th e  s k e tc h e s  o f  s o c i e t y  and  m anners a r e  draw n w ith  a  f a i t h f u l  h an d ; th e  
h i s t o r i c a l  i n c i d e n t s  a r e  l e t  a i l e d  w i th  a  t r u t h  and s p i r i t ,  w h ich  g iv e  
a n im a tio n  and  i n t e r e s t  t o  th e  s t o r y . ” The f i c t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  
l o s s  r e s t r a i n e d *  Lady " 'a ry , d a u g h te r  o f  th© E a r l  o f  R iv e r s  and  m o th e r 
o f  T a ry  C o n an t,  i s  a  g e n t l e  f i g u r e  overshadow ed b y  h e r  s t e r n  and unoom«» 
p ro m is in g  husband* C h a r le s  Brown, th© h e r o ,  e d u c a te d  a s  a  la w y e r a t  
O x fo rd , i s  s t ro n g  o n ly  i n  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  c o n v ic t io n s  f o r  w h ic h , a t  t h e  
i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  G a r y 's  f a t h e r ,  he i s  d r iv e n  from  th© co lony*  Hobomok i s  
a  m ost u n - I n d ia n  c h a r a c t e r  in  h e ap in g  w ith  th© n o t  .Is sav ag e  t r a d i t i o n .  
O fte n  he “ p u rsu e d  h i s  way th ro u g h  th e  w oods, w h i s t l in g  and s in g in g  a s  
ho w o n t, i n  th© jo y f u l n e s s  o f h i s  h e a r t •** P h y s i c a l l y ,  "h e  was on© o f  
th e  f i n e s t  spec im en  o f e l a s t i c ,  v ig o ro u s  e le g a n c e  o f  p r o p o r t io n ,  t o  b© 
fo u n d  among h i s  t r i b e .  H is  lo n g  r e s id e n c e  w ith  t h e  w h ite  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  
P lym outh  had changed  h i s  n a t u r a l  f i e r c e n e s s  o f  m anner*” ® M e n ta lly  ho 
i s  a  s a I f - s a c r i f i c i n g ,  s e n t im e n ta l  P r in c e  Charm ing e a s i l y  a c c o u n te d  f o r  
by th© age and s a x  o f th e  a u th o r ,  b a r y  C o n a n t, d e s c r ib e d  a s  " a  P a r ia n  
s t a t u e ,  o r  one o f  th o s e  f a i r  v i s i o n s  w h ich  fa n c y  g iv e s  t o  s lu m b e r ,” ^  
o r a g a in  a s ,  ” a  l i l y  w e ig h ted  down b y  th e  p i t i l e s s  p e l t i n g  o f  th e  s to rm j
I p o r t h  A m erican  R ev iew , XI 1C, 262 
2C h ild , y Gkomck. .  p . 173 
3 I b i d ,  p . 9 
4 l b i d ,  p . 74
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a  v i o l e t  sh ed d in g  i t s  s o f t ,  r i o h  perfum e on b la c k n e s s  and d e s o la t io n ,* ^  
i s  th e  l e a s t  r e a l i s t i c  o f  a l l  t h e  c h a r a c te r s *  She i s  a  h ig h  b o rn  and 
d e l i o a t e  m aiden  -who h as become w e ll  a d ju s te d  t o  th e  h a rd s h ip s  o f c o l o n i a l  
l i f e ®  The d e g re e  t o  v /h ich  th e  r e a d e r  h a s  a c c e p t e d  h e r  in  t h e  e a r l y  
c h a p te r s  o f th e  n o v e l i n t e n s i f i e s  th© em b arra ssm en t o f  th e  c a ta s tro p h e ®
Among th e  m in o r c h a r a c t e r s  S a ra h  01 'hem . Jam as H opkins and Hr® 
C o l l i e r  e n a c t th e  p ro p o s a l  scen e  t o  be mad© fam ous i n  Th® C o u r ts h ip  o f  
M ile s  S ta n d is h ® On b e in g  p r e s e n te d  by  Mr® C o l l i e r  w i th  a  w r i t t e n  p ro ­
p o s a l  fro m  Jam es H o p k in s , S a rah  r e p l i e s ,  "When you s e t  o u t upon o th e r  
man’ s  b u s i n e s s ,  I  a d v is e  you t o  o i t  f a i t h f u l l y ,  b u t  n e v e r  t h e  l e s s  t o  
k eep  an ©ye upon y o u r own*"^ As S a ra h  lack® th© n o b i l i t y  and fe m in in e  
t a c t  o f  P r i s c i l l a ,  so  Hr® C o l l i e r  l a c k s  th e  P u r i t a n i c  c o n s c ie n c e  w h ich  
i s  th© b a s i s  o f  th e  s t r u g g l e  in  th® m ind o f  Jo h n  Alden® A n o th er s im ­
i l a r i t y  I s  t o  be fo u n d  i n  P a r t  F iv e  o f  The C o u r ts h ip  o f  M ile s  S ta n d is h  
when L o n g fe llo w  s o  g r a p h i c a l l y  d e s c r ib e s  a n o th e r  iiobom ok, f r i e n d  o f 
th e  w hite  man*
J u s t  in  th©  g r a y  o f dawn, a s  th e  m is t s  u p ro s e  from  th e
meadows,
T h ero  was a  s t i r  and a  sound i n  th© s lu m b e rin g  v i l l a g e
o f  P lym outh j
C la n g in g  and c l i c k in g  o f  a rm s , and th e  o rd e r  im p e r a t iv e ,
’Forward! *
G iven  i n  ton© s u p r e s s e d ,  a  tra m p  o f  f e e t ,  and th e n
s ile n c e ®
F ig u r e s  t e n ,  i n  th© m ig t ,  m arched s lo w ly  o u t o f  t h e
v il la g © *
1l b i d >, p p , 97-98  
^ Ib id ® , p® Z6
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S ta n d is h  th e  s t a l w a r t  i t  was* w ith  e ig h t  o f h i s  v a lo r o u s
arm y.
Led by t h e i r  In d ia n  g u id e ,  b y  Hobomok, f r i e n d  o f  th e
w h ite  m en,
U orth w ard  m arch in g  t o  q u e l l  th© sudden  r e v o l t  o f  th®
savage
A ll d i s c u s s io n s  o f  hobamok c h a r a c t e r i s e  i t  a s  th® w ork o f  a  young 
in e x p e r ie n c e d  g i r l  t o  whom I n d ia n s  w ore unknown* I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  Lob cm ok 
i s  an  i d e a l i s e d  sav ag e  i n  t h e  n o b le  sav ag e  t r a d i t i o n *  Ko su c h  In d ia n  
h e ro  w alked  t h e  w ild e rn e s s *  Y et M aria  F r a n c is  know th e  I n .1 Ia n s  of th© 
P en o b sco t re g io n *  She knew in  p a r t i c u l a r  o ld  C a t a i n  R e p tu n e , c h i e f  o f 
th e  t r i b e ,  and h i s  w a r r io r  nephew , F t a l e x i s *  S h a r in g  t h e i r  hum ble m eal 
in  a  hem lock f o r e s t ,  t h e  young and im p r e s s io n a b le  F a r i a  fo rm ed  a  ro m a n tic  
c o n c e p t io n  of t h e  m a je s t i c  young hero *  T h is  im p re s s io n  was f r e s h  In  h e r  
mind in  th© y e a r  1841*2 V3h®n th e n  she  d e te rm in e d  a s  e a r l y  a s  1324 t o  
w r i t e  a  n o v e l of t h e  I n d i a n ,  E t a l e x i s  m ust have c o n t r ib u te d  much t o  th® 
c h a r a c t e r  o f Kobcmok* The wigwam o f  Lobomok and th e  l i f e  o f  M&ry w ith  
h e r  I n d ia n  h u sb an d  and ag ed  m o th e r may be b a se d  on g en u in e  know ledge o f 
I n d ia n  m anners  and custom s*
The o n ly  im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h i s  n o v e l to d a y  i s  t h a t  i t  I s  one o f tr ie  
f i r s t  n o v e ls  w i th  i t s  soeno  l a i d  in  c o l o n i a l  hew E ng land*  A c o n te m p o ra ry  
a c c o u n t ,  h o w ev er, s t a t e s ,  11 T h is  i n t e r e s t i n g  l i t t l e  t a l e  made i t s  way t o  
th e  p u b l ic  f a v o r  s o l e l y  by  i t s  own m e r i t s ,  and was? s c a r c e l y  n o t i c e  ] by 
o u r c r i t i c s ,  t i l l  t h e i r  o p in io n s  had b een  r e n d e re d  o f  l i t t l e  © onsequence 
by  th e  d e c is io n  o f th© l i t e r a r y  com m unity*• •  I n  f a c t  a  new n o v e l h a s  
r a r e l y  been  s e i s e d  upon w i th  g r e a t e r  a v id ity # " ®
■^isnry Vi* L o n g fe llo w , The C ou rtsh ip  o f  M ile s  S ta n d i sh .  Fart IT, p* 174
2 L yd ia  M# C h ild , L e t te r s  from New York,  p* 29 
o rth  American Review* X X II, 400
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Two f a c t o r s ,  b o th  e x t e r n a l » may a o c o u n t  f o r  th® s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  
n o v e l*  The a u t h o r s h i p  soon became known and fem a le  l i t e r a r y  s u c c e s s  
was s u f f i c i e n t l y  r a r e  t o  be  o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t *  The second  r e a s o n  f o r  
t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h i s  n o v e l  was t h e  a r d e n t  d e s i r e  o f  th e  r e a p in g  p u b l i c  
f o r  n a t i v e  f i c t i o n *  The s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c lu s io n  o f  t h e  War of 1312 had 
f r e e d  th© U n i te d  S t a t e s  from  th© d an g er  o f  f o r e i g n  d o m ina tion*  The 
tw e n t y - f o u r  U n i te d  S t a t e s  were c o n sc io u s  c f  t h e i r  " m a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y , "  
and i t  was t o  be e x p e c te d  t h a t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  in d ep en d en ce  of th© n a t i o n  
sh o u ld  be demanded* C o n sc io u s n e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l  u n i t y  i n c r e a s e d  th© de­
mand f o r  a  t r u l y  American l i t e r a t u r e *  The r a p id  g row th  o f  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
m o re o v e r ,  had a s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t  on t h e  number o f  r e a d e r s  o f  p o p u la r  
f i c t i o n *  The numbers had i n c r e a s e d  p r o d ig i o u s ly *  By reco n st ,  r u e  t i n g  
l i f e  in  e a r l y  Salem and P ly m o u th  w i th  a  d e g re e  of s u c c e s s  and sym pathy , 
M ar ia  F r a n c i s  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  p a t r i o t i c  u rg e  a t  an  e a r l y  d a te  i n  American 
f i c t i o n *
H onors  poured  i n  upon t h e  y o u th f u l  a u th o r e s s *  The C oston  Athenaeum 
c o n f e r r e d  upon h e r  a  f r e e  t i c k e t  o f  a d m is s io n ,  th© o n ly  t im e  such  an 
honor was c o n f e r r e d  upon a woman* U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  Athenaeum was soon 
t o  r e g r e t  i t s  d e c i s i o n  and  w ith d rew  t h e  p r i v i l e g e *
Only t o  h e r  s i s t e r  d id  t h e  y o u t h f u l  a u th o r  e x p r e s s  h e r  p l e a s u r e  
i n  t h e  e n th u s ia s m  w i th  w h ich  h e r  n o v e l  was r e c e iv e d *  " P r a i s e s  and i n ­
v i t a t i o n s , "  w ro te  M a r ia  F r a n c i s ,  "h av e  po u red  i n  upon m®, beyond my 
u tm o s t  h o p e s* * , *1 sh o u ld  t h i n k  more h i g h ly  o f th© t a l e n t  o f  th© woman 
who cou ld  w rit©  Hob on o k , 1 Hr* H* s a y s ,  f t h a n  any  o th e r  Am erican woman
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who h a s  a v e r  w r i t t e n ,  th o u g h  t o  be s u r e  i t  h a s  i t s  f a u l t s * * ’ Kay
n o th in g  cf i t s  f a u l t y  * u r g e s  th® e d i t o r  of t h e  ’b o r t h  A m erican1 j th e y
a r c  th e  f a u l t s  o f  g e n i u s ,  and t h e  b e a u t i e s  w eigh  thorn down*1 The h i s s e s  
Osgood* ho ld  up t h e i r  hands  and exl& im , • p r o d i g i o u s ,  p r o d ig io u s ! *  I
merit io n  th e s e  t h i n g s  t o  you b e c a u se  you w ant t o  h e a r  a l l  t h e  t a l k  t h a t
p
i s  pass ing**1
A lth o u g h  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  h e r  n o v e l  was beyond h e r  e x p e c ta t io n ©
M aria  b r a n d s ,  w i t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  in d e p e n d e n c e ,  looked  f o r  a more s e c u r e  
m ethod o f  e a r n in g  h e r  l i v i n g *  In  1824 she opened a  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  i n  
W atertown* As th e  s i s t e r  of  t h e  l o c a l  m i n i s t e r  and a  n o te d  a u th o r  she 
c o u ld  we11 be t r u s t e d  w i th  t h e  e d u c a t io n  of th® c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  town* 
C h a r a c t e r  was th e  f i r s t  p r e r e q u i s i t e  o f  a  t e a c h e r  i n  th e  1 9 th  c e n tu r y *  
T e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  was i n c i d e n t a l *  G i r l s  f r e s h  from  t h e  c la s s ro o m  began 
t e a c h i n g  w h i l e  s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  t e e n s *  The Peabody s i s t e r s ,  w i th  a s  
l i m i t e d  an e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g ro u n d ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  s i m i l a r  s c h o o l  l u r i n g  
t h e  same y e a r  i n  B ro o k l in e  f o r  th® c h i l d r e n  of w e a l th y  B o s to n ia n s *
The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  1825 , t h e  same p u b l i s h i n g  house  o f f e r e d  a  new 
n o v e l  by  t h e  a u th o r  o f  Hob on ok* T h is  was The R e b e l s ,  or B oston  b e f o r e  
th® R e v o l u t i o n * f,ldost r e s p e c t f u l l y  i n s c r i b e d ” t o  George T l c k n o r ,  - 'sq*,  
t h i s  n o v e l  had  a l a r g e  ready -m ade  a u d ie n c e  due t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a c c la im  
w h ich  g r e e t e d  th® f i r s t  volume o f  t h e  a u th o r*
*The M isse s  Lucy and Mary Osgood were t h e  d a u g h te r s  o f  t h e  P e v e ra n d  
F r a r . c i s  S* Osgood*
2 l i a l l o w e l l ,  o p* c i t * , n* 99
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Th© c h o ic e  o f  p e r io d  was u n f o r t u n a t e ,  f o r  t h i s  was t h e  p e r io d  o f
th e  t i t a n s  o f  A m erican  l i b e r t y *  Satmiel Adams, Jam es O t i s ,  G overnor
T h o m s  H u tc h in s o n ,  find M ath e r  B y le s  s t r o d e  th e  s t r e e t s  o f  B oston* Only
some f i f t y  y e a r s  had  p a sse d  s i n c e  t h e  memorable e v e n t s  p o r t r a y e d  and
many s t i l l  l i v e d  who had w i tn e s s e d  them * Th® w orks  o f  M am s and O t i s
w ere  f a m i l i a r  t o  a lm o s t  e v e r y  member o f  th© com m unity , and  th© s t o r y  of
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  f reed o m  had  b e en  t o l d  i n  t h e i r  own words* I t  i s ,
h o w ev er ,  n o t a b l e  t h a t  M ar ia  F r a n c i s  was so  imbued w i th  t h e  s p i r i t  of
t h e  t im e s  t h a t  t h e  speech  she  composed and a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Jam es O t i s  was
q u o te d  i n  a l l  " S c h o o l  R e a d e r s "  and books o f  d e c la m a t io n  a s  th© s t i r r i n g
w ords  o f  t h a t  p a t r i o t *  Thomas H ig g in a o n  w r i t e s  o fs
l e a r n i n g  by  h e a r t  th© l i n e s ,  ’Kngland may a s  w e l l  dam up 
th© w a t e r s  o f  th© K i l e  w i th  b u l l r u s h e s  a s  t o  f e t t e r  th© s t e p  
o f  F reedom , more p roud  and f i r m  i n  t h i s  y o u t h f u l  la n d  th a n  
w here  she t r e a d s  t h e  s© q u es ted  g l e n s  o f  S c o t l a n d ,  o r  c ro u c h e s  
h e r s e l f  among th© m a g n i f i c e n t  m o u n ta in s  o f  S w i tz e r la n d * *
u n d e r  th e  im p r e s s i o n  t h a t  i t  was " a  p ie c e  of g e n u in e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
e lo q u en c e "  and o f  h i s  a s to n i s h m e n t  t o  d i s c o v e r  " t h a t  th© h ig h - s o u n d in g  
p e r io d s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  O t i s  were r e a l l y  t o  b© fo u n d  I n  a  young l a d y ’ s
romance* Th© e lo q u e n t  b u t  u n t u t o r e d  Vfhit a f i e l d  of f o r  s h i s  f i c t i o n a l  —
%i s e d  serm ons i n  words w hich  he m ig h t  w e l l  i n  a c t u a l i t y  have  u t t e r e d *
^I b i ri*, p* 4-6, q u o te d  I n  S te v e n s o n ’ s Home Book o f  Q u o t a t i o n s ,  p* 52 
w i th  t h e  f o o t n o t e ,  "Mrs* C h i l d ’ s  p u ts  t h i  s f la m b o y a n t  ©pe ooh i n t o  t h e  
mouth o f  Jam es  O t i s ,  on® o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  h e r  romance*"
-Thomas I l i g g in a o n ,  C o n te m p o ra r ie s ,  pp* 115-116* A c u r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  i s  
shown i n  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  of th® te x b  i n  th© copy  o f t h i s  volume i n  th© K ara 
Hook Room, L i b r a r y  o f  C ongress*  On page 149 M a r ia  F r a n c i s  w r o t e ,  "Th® s p i r i t  
o f  hew Hug l a n d  may b r e a k ,  b u t  you p e r c e iv e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  b e n d ,"  T h is  
h a s  been  c o r r e c t e d  i n  i n k  t o  r e a d ,  "The s p i r i t  o f  Hew Hug la n d  may b e n d , b u t  
you p e r c e iv e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  n e v e r  b reak * "  A m a rg in a l  n o t e ,  a l s o  i n  i n k ,  
s t a t e s ,  "The one who made t h a t  c o r r e c t i o n  was a  gump and knew n o th in g  of 
t h e  m eaning o f  th© p a s s a g e •" S t i l l  a n o th e r  hand h a s  a d d e d ,  " T h a t  he d id n ’t ! "  
A f m i r t h  hand a g r e e s  w i t h  " T h a t  i s  my o p in io n * ” A f i f t h  c a r e f u l  r e a d e r  
a d d s ,  " I  v o t e  b r e a k  i s  r i g h t * "
®In 1841 i n  t h e  B o sto n  Book M ies F r a n c i s  p u b l i s h e d  "The P r e a c h in g  o f  
W h i t e f i e ld * "
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As i n  Hobcmok, K a r l a  F r a n c i s  l a c k s  c o n t r o l  o f  h e r  n o n - h i s t o r i e a l  
c h a r a c t e r s *  Th© same te n d e n c y  tow ard  th e  o v e r - t r a g i c  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  
t r i a n g l e  o f  G ra c e ,  L u c r e t i a  and Som m erv ille*  L u o r e t i a  i s  a  much 
s t r o n g e r  c h a r a c t e r  th a n  Mary Gonant and  f ro m  th e  f i r s t  moment o f  h e r  ap ­
p e a ra n c e  t o  h e r  r e j e c t i o n  of S om m erv ille  a t  t h e  a l t a r ,  she  d o m in a te s  th e  
book* Had th e  n o v e l  ended  w i th  t h e  r e n u n c i a t i o n  scene t h e  u n i t y  o f  th© 
s t o r y  m ig h t  have  been  s a v e d ,  b u t  th e  co m p lacen t  manner i n  w h ich  t h e  
hero in®  t h e n  m a r r i e s  a  f o r m e r ly  r e j e c t e d  s u i t o r  i s  t o o  r e a l i s t i c  t o  
s a t i s f y  th e  r e a d e r s  o f  romance*
When d e a l i n g  w i th  h i s t o r i c a l  i n c i d e n t s ,  M ar ia  F r a n c i s  d i s p l a y s  
g r e a t  m e r i t*  The d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  mob w hich  w a n to n ly  d e s t r o y s  t h e  
l i b r a r y  o f  G overno r  H u tc h in so n  shows p ro o f  o f  th e  a u t h o r ’ s t a l e n t *  The
d e s c r i p t i o n s  of th© p r o c e s s io n  o f  t h e  nuns i n  Quebec and o f  t h e  d e a th
bed o f  Grace a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  w i th  a  b e a u t y  and power w hich  d e m o n s t ra te  
th© a u t h o r ’ s a b i l i t y  i n  p o r t r a y i n g  th© s t r a n g e  and p a t h e t i c  i n  l i t e r a t u r e *  
"The a u th o r  h a s  p a id  th e  u s u a l  p r i c e  o f  an  e a r l y  r e p u t a t i o n ,  t h a t  
o f  b e in g  co m p elled  t o  u se  r e d o u b le d  e x e r t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  p re v e n t  i t  
from  f a d i n g , ” r e p o r t e d  t h e  h o rb h  Am erican R ev iew , a d d in g  t h a t ,  wW@ c a n n o t  
v e n tu r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  h e r  l a u r e l s  have l o s t  none o f  t h e i r  f r e s h n e s s  by  
t h e  p r e s e n t  a t t e m p t ,  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand , we t h i n k  t h a t  h e r  f a i l u r e  
i s  o n ly  a  p a r t i a l  one , and t h a t  i t  may be a s c r i b e d  t o  o t h e r  c a u s e s  t h a n  
w ant o f  a b i l i t y * ” * The a u th o r  i s  e n co u rag ed  t o  c o n t i n u e ,  f o r  th©
a r t i c l e  c l o s e s  w i th  t h e  hope#
— t : ; ; -----------------------
American R ev iew , XXII, 401
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o f  soon h e a r in g  a g a i n  from  t h e  sets  q u a r t e r *  We sh o u ld  be 
happy  i f  our rem arks  shou ld  in d u c e  th© a u t h o r  t o  s e l e c t *  
f o r  h e r  f u t u r e  a t t e m p t s , su ch  s u b j e c t s  a s  -w ill g iv e  f u l l  
s cope  t o  t h e  t a l e n t s *  -which she i n d i s p u t a b l y  p o s s e s s e s ,  and 
t o  b e s to w  & l i t t l e  more c a r e  on t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h e r  p lo t*
B u t a t  any  r a t e  we t r u s t  t h a t  she w i l l  n o t  be d i s c o u r a g e d  
f ro m  p u rs u in g  h e r  l i t e r a r y  l a b o r s ,  a s  we b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  when 
t h e  f i r s t  f e e l i n g s  o f  d is a p p o in t m e n t  s h a l l  have p a s s e d  away, 
th® p r e s e n t  w o rk , n o t w i th s t a n d in g  i t s  many d e f e c t s ,  w i l l  
h o ld  a  h ig h  r a n k  i n  t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  a l l  a d m ir e r s  o f  d e s c r i p ­
t i o n  and p a t h e t i c  e lo q u e n c e * *
W ith  h e r  u s u a l  o u tsp o k en  c r i t i c i s m  o f  r e l i g i o u s  s e c t s ,  M ar ia  F r a n c i s
i n  Th® R e b e l s  gave  o f f e n s e  t o  t h e  C a l v i n ! s t i ©  g r o u p  who to o k  um b rage
a t  h e r  a l l u s i o n s  t o  Dr* B y les*  Of t h i s  she  w ro te  t o  h e r  s i s t e r ,
Th© C a l v i n i s t s ,  you know, have a  f i s t  a lw ays  doub led  f o r  com­
b a t*  T h e y  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  th ©  T h ir t y - 4 J in e  A r t i c l e s  s u p p o r t e d  
a s  m a n f u l ly  i n  a  m od ern  n o v e l  a s  i n  Dr* G r i f f i n ’ s  sermon* I  
d o  n o t  t h i n k  i t  w o r th  while? t o  b a t t l e  w i th  them or t h e i r  
d o c t r i n e s *  As mankind a d v an c e s  i n  t h e  s t e a d y  m a rch  o f  f r e e  
a n d  r a t i o n a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t h e i r  a b s u r d  t e n e n t s  w i l l  d ie  a w a y ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  im a g e  w o r s h i p ,  p i l g r i m a g e s  t o  M e c c a , an d  h o l y  
a l l i a n c e s *  I n d e e d  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  s e a l  i s  b u t  
t h e  c o n c l u s i v e  sp a sm  o f  a p p r o a c h in g  d i s s o l u t i o n *
D espit®  t h e  d is p a ra g e m e n t  o f  t h i s  l i m i t e d  g r o u p ,  t h e  fame o f  M a r ia  
F r a n c i s  s p r e a  and E v e n in g s  i n  Few E n g la n d ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  18 2 5 , m et w i t h  
u n q u a l i f i e d  s u c c e s s *  " T h is  b o o k  was a  charm ing m e m o r ia l  t o  L a f a y e t t e  * s  
v i s i t  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y *  S h e  had w i tn e s s e d  h i s  t r iu m p h a l  e n t r a n c e  i n t o
B o s to n ,  and  t h e  overw helm ing e n t h u s i a m  on B e a c o n  S t r e e t  when t h e  a t t e m p t
%was made t o  t a k e  out t h e  h o r s e s  an d  d raw  h i s  b a r o u c h e  by h and *"
l l b i d ** X X II, 408 
^Hallc fwell ,  Qj* o l t «.  p* 99 
3 lb l / - * ,  p . 100
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The p r e c o c io u s  d a u g h te r  o f  t h e  Medford b a k e r  had become "The
b r i l l i a n t  M iss F r a n c i s *  and a  l i o n  o f  B oston*  I n v i t e d  by th e  g o v e rn o r
t o  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  L a f a y e t to *  she r e c e i v e d  from  t h a t  g a l l a n t  h e r o  a
k i s s  w h ich  she vowed would n e v e r  be washed from  h e r  hand* I n v i t a t i o n s
po u red  i n  upon h e r*  "Mr* T io k n o r*  an a r i s t o c r a t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w a te r
(sp o k en  o f  by  some a s  th e  *C ro e  b u s  o f  B o s to n * )* would w r i t e  f i r s t  t o
h e r  b e f o r e  i n v i t i n g  o th e r  guest® * d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  he d e s i r e d  no  cue i f
«1she c o u ld  n e t  be  cue o f  t h e  company*
At no  t im e  was M a r ia  F r a n c i s  B e a u t i f u l*  I n  1873 she  w ro te  t o  an 
a d m ire r  who r e q u e s t e d  a  p h o tog raph*  "Mr* Osgood’ s  p i c t u r e  n e v e r  b o re  any  
re sem b la n c e  t o  me* I  n e v e r*  a t  any p e r io d  o f  l i f e ,  had any  p e r s o n a l  
b e a u ty * " ^  At th e  age o f  tw e n ty - f o u r *  a t  t h e  h e ig h t  o f  h e r  fame* she 
must have p r e s e n te d  a m ost p l e a s in g  p i c t u r e *  H er w i t  and v i v a c i t y  would 
make h e r  an ornam ent t o  an y  s o c i e ty *  I t  was d u r in g  t h i s  y e a r  t h a t  A lex ­
a n d e r  p a i n t e d  h e r  p o r t r a i t ,  w h ich  she  s e n t  t o  h e r  s i s t e r  w r i t i n g *  " I  
hop© you w i l l  l i k e  i t *  T here  i s  a  g low  and  e n th u s la m s  ab o u t  i t  w h ich  
b e lo n g s  t o  t h e  a u th o r  of  Hob amok r a t h e r  th a n  to  L« M* F r a n c i s * " ^
On A ugust 28* 1826* M ar ia  F r a n c i s  w ro te  t o  h e r  s i s t e r *  "You have no 
i d e a  how busy  I  am# B e s id e s  my o th e r  work 1 have engaged  t o  e d i t  a  
book f o r  c h i l d r e n *  n i n e t y  p ag es  mC© i n  l-jo  m onths* and a l l  o r i g i n a l  
m a t t e r *  Two p u b l i s h e r s  mad© t h e  r e q u e s t  t o  me* and I  r e f u s e d *  b u t  sane  
B oston  3b d i e s  f i n a l l y  p e rsu ad e d  me i n t o  i t * " 4 I n  Sep tem ber o f  t h a t  y e a r*
l l b i d . ,  p .  100
^ M a n u sc r ip t  l e t t e r .  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g re ss
^ I b i d ** p* 101* T h i s  p o r t r a i t  was g iv e n  t o  t h e  M edford H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty *  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i t  h a s  been  p a r t i a l l y  " r e s t o r e d "  t h u s  l o s i n g  
much of i t s  a u t h e n t i c i t y *
4H a l l o w e l l ,  o p * o l t * * p* 100
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s e v e r a l  m onths b e f o r e  th© a p p e a ra n c e  o f  th© f i r s t  i s s u e  of N a th a n ie l  
W i l l i s 8 l o u t h 8s  Com panion,  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  began  a s  fh© J u v e n i l e  M is* 
o e l l a n y ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  B oston  by th© f i r m  o f Putnam and Hunt*^ ^he  l a s t  
i s s u e  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1829* A b i - m o n th ly  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
n i n e t y  p ag es  i n  l e n g t h ,  t h i s  m agaz ine  was d e s e r v e d ly  p o p u la r*  M a rg a re t  
F u l l e r ,  i n  Women in  t h e  1 9 th  C e n tu r y ,  w ro te  t h a t  i t  was Mrauch and d e ­
s e r v e d l y  es teem ed  b y  c h i ld r e n *  I t  was a  h e a l t h y ,  c h e e r f u l ,  n a t u r a l  and 
e n t e r t a i n i n g  companion t o  them *” 2 W ith  n o s t a l g i c  f e e l i n g  a w r i t e r  i n  
U n i t a r i a n  Review lo o k s  b a c k  t o  t h e  days o f  t h e  J u v e n i l e  M is c e l l a n y *
The c h i l d r e n  s a t  on th® s to n e  s t a r s  o f  t h e i r  house  doors  a l l  
t h e  way up and down C h e s tn u t  S t r e e t  In  B o s to n ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  
c a r r i e r *  He u s e d  t o  c r o s s  th® s t r e e t ,  g o in g  from  door t o  door 
i n  a  z ig z a g  f a s h i o n ,  and th© f o r t u n a t e  p o s s e s s o r  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
copy  fo u n d  a  crowd o f l i t t l e  ones h an g in g  o v e r  h e r  s h o u ld e r  
f r  om th® s t e p s  above* And t h e n ,  we went t o  su p p e r  e a r l y  on 
S a tu rd ay ® , f o r  f a m i l i e s  were l a r g e ,  and © very c h i l d  went t o  h i s  
b a t h ,  t h a t  th® d e a r  o ld  Sunday m orning  m igh t b© g r e e t e d  w i th  r e ­
newed p u r i t y  and  i n  f r e s h  l i n e n l  How f o r l o r n  we w ere i f  t h e  
c a r r i e r  was l a t e I 3
Thomas H ig g in s o n  re f e r®  t o  t h e  J u v e n i l e  M is c e l l a n y  a s  "T h a t  d e l i g h t f u l
*s4p i o n e e r  among c h i l d r e n 8s m ag az in e s  i n  America*
M aria  F r a n c i s  had a  g e n u in e  f o n d n e s s  f o r  c h i ld r e n *  I t  was w i th  
p l e a s u r e  t h a t  she looked  b ack  t o  t h e  days  o f  e n t e r t a i n i n g  many o f  them  
w h i le  o f f e r i n g  m o ra l  e d i f i c a t i o n *  A w hole g e n e r a t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  were 
g r a t e f u l  t o  h e r  f o r  th© p le a s u r e  of t h i s  m agazine*  In  th® pr@ face t o
H ’* L» M o t t ,  A H i s t o r y  of American M ag a z in e s ,  1 7 4 1 -1 8 5 0 , I ,  p* 492
2M arg a re t  F u l l e r ,  Women i n  t h e  1 9 th  C e n tu ry ,  p* 514
^ U n i t a r i a n  R ev iew ,  XIX, 526
^ H u tc h in s o n ,  op» o l t » , p* 116
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Looking to w a rd  S u n s e t ,  sh e  r e c a l l s ,  ” l  o c c a s i o n a l l y  meet p eo p le  who say  
t o  s « 9 ’ 1 had many a  p l e a s a n t  h o u r ,  i n  my o h i l i h o o !,  r e a d in g  y o u r  J u v e n i l e  
M i s c e l l a n y i and now I  am e n jo y in g  i t  over a g a in  w i th  my l i t t l e  f o l k s * , n *
F r i e n d s  lo n g  remembered t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  r e e l i n g  t h i s  m a g a sin e , f o r  i n
1358 , w r i t i n g  t o  t h a n k  th© a u th o r  f o r  h e r  l a t e s t  b o o k ,  Samuel Jo h n so n  
w r i t e ,  "B ut p u t t i n g  t h i s  a s i d e  -  I  th a n k  you f o r  t h e  book** ( i  n t h e  
name of a l l  who lo v e  w h a tso e v e r  i s  t e n  © r, h e l p f u l  and t r u e )  a s  f o r  
e v e r y th in g  e l s e  you have w r i t t e n  s in c e  th© d e a r  o ld  J u v e n i l e  M is c e l l a n y ,  
b e s t  o f  g i f t s  t o  b oys  and g i r l s * ” *-1
C ontem porary  a p p r e c i a t i o n  was a l l  t h a t  any  a u th o r  c o u ld  d e s i r e *  On 
S ep tem ber 2 8 ,  1 826 , she  w ro te  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  D o c to r  A l ly n  o f  D uxbury, 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  "My M is c e l l a n y  s u c c e e d s  f a r  beyond my most san g u in e  © x p e c ta -
4
t i o n s *  T h a t  i s ,  p e o p le  ar® g e n e r o u s  beyond my hopes*
A more c o n f i d e n t i a l  l e t t e r  was a d d re s s e d  t o  h e r  s i s t e r  ab o u t  t h i s  
t im e*  T h is  l e t t e r  f r e e l y  d i s c u s s e s  th© s u c c e s s  o f  th© M is c e l la n y  a s  w e l l  
a s  tli© a u t h o r ' s  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  s u c c e e s s  "The M is c e l l a n y  i s  v e r y  
k i n d l y  r e c e iv e d *  I t  seems a s  i f  t h e  p u b l i c  was r e s o lv e d  t o  g iv e  me a  
f l o u r i s h  o f  t r u m p e t s ,  l e t  me w r i t e  what I  w i l l *  I f  I  w ere  n o t  v a i n ,  I
s h o u ld  be a  p ro d ig y *  I n d e e d ,  I  have b e en  t o o  much c a r e s s e d  o f  l a t e  by
1L y d ia  C h i l d ,  Looking to w a rd  S u n s e t ,  P reface  
^L ooking  to w a rd  S u n s e t
^ M an u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y
4 L e t  t e r s s p* 61
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a  f l a t t e r i n g  w o r ld *  V a l u a b l e  g i f t s ,  j e w e l s ,  b e a u t i f u l  d r e s s e s  p o u r  
I n  u p o n  m e , i n v i t a t i o n s  b e y o n d  a e o e p ta n o e ,  a d m ir in g  l e t t e r s  fr o m  a l l  
p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y *  T he w o r ld  s e ld o m  s m i l e d  s o  g r a c i o u s l y  on o n e  
s o  l i t t l e  w o r th y  o f  i t s  n o t i c e * * *
T h e s e  w e r e  t h e  y e a r s  o f  fa m e  w h en  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r ld  o f f e r e d  a d u l a ­
t i o n  t o  t h i s  y o u n g  g i r l  b a r e l y  o u t  o f  h e r  t e e n s *  D u r in g  t h e s e  y e a r s  
o n l y  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  k e p t  h e r  fr o m  l o s i n g  h e r  f i r m  g r a s p  
on r e a l i t y *  T h a t sam e s p i r i t  s a v e d  h e r  fr o m  r e g r e t  w h en  s h e  f a c e d  an  
a n g r y  n a t i o n  i n  t h e  nam e o f  a n  o p p r e s s e d  r a c e *
^•Q uoted i n  H a l l o w e l l ,  o p * o l t * ,  p .  1 0 1
CHAPTER I I I
YEARS OF HAPPINESS 
At tw e n ty  M a r la  F r a n c i s  was th® o b je c t  of l i t e r a r y  a d u l a t i o n .  Dur­
in g  t h i s  p e r io d  she e x p r e s s e d  a s t r o n g  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  n e v e r  t o  m a r r y .  
" N a t u r e , 11 she  w r o t e ,  " n e v e r  in t e n d e d  me f o r  a n y th in g  b u t  s i n g l e  l i f e ,  and 
I  am n o t  g o in g  t o  q u a r r e l  w i th  h e r  plana.**1 T here  must have been  many who 
ad m ired  t h i s  p e t t e d  d a r l i n g  o f  Cam bridge and B o s to n .  Y et t h e  f i r s t  m e n t io n  
o f  th© one who was t o  change  h e r  a t t i t u d e  i s  found  i n  a  m odest e n t r y  i n  
h e r  J o u r n a l  u n d e r  th© d a t e  o f  December 2 ,  1 8 2 4 ,  when she w r i t e s ,  "M r.
C h i l d  d in e d  w i th  u s  a t  W ate rtow n. He p o s s e s s e s  th© r i c h  fu n d  o f an  i n ­
t e l l i g e n t  t r a v e l l e r  w i th o u t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  t ing®  o f  a  t r a v e l l e r ’ s v a n i t y * " 2 
D avid  C h i l d ,  who t h u s  met w i t h  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f  M ar ia  F r a n c i s ,  was 
t h e  t h i r d  son  o f  Z a c h a r i a h  and < -• j  - B ig e lo w  C h i l d .  He was b o r n  i n  W est  
B o y l s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  on J u l y  8 ,  1794 , one of e i g h t  c h i l d r e n .  H is  f a t h e r  
had b e en  a  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o l d i e r ,  a  b r o t h e r  C a p ta in  John  C h i l d ,  who 
f i n a l l y  added  a  t e r m i n a l  Men t o  t h e  name, c a r r i e d  on t h e  m i l i t a r y  t r a d i -
•z
t i o n  a s  an  o u t s t a n d in g  West P o in t  g r a d u a t e .
David Lee C h i ld  was an a c c o m p lish e d  s c h o l a r  and t r a v e l l e r ,  when in  
1324 , he r e t u r n e d  t o  A m erica  frc ra  h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  a t t a c h e  t o  th® Am erican 
l e g a t i o n  a t  P o r tu g a l *  He had s e r v e d  w i t h  A le x a n d e r  E v e r e t t ,  t h a n  American 
m i n i s t e r  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  o f  Jo h n  Q uincy  Adam®. How t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f
1 Quoted in  H a l l o w e l l ,  op.  o l t » , p .  102
2 X bid>, p .  102
3E l i a s  C h i l d ,  G enea logy  of th® C h ild *  C h i l d s ,  and C h ild #  F a m i l i e s ,  
p p .  656-558
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a g e ,  David C h i ld  was a  H a rv a rd  g r a d u a te  and fo rm e r  s u b -m a s te r  of th®
B o sto n  l a t i n  School*  ^e  was and a lw ays  would be an a r d e n t  d e f e n d e r  of 
l i b e r t y *  In  1820 he had r e s i g n e d  h i s  p o s t  i n  L isbon  t o  go t o  S p a in  t o  
f i g h t  a g a i n s t  th e  F r e n c h ,  s a y in g  t h a t  "h e  f e l t  i t  a lw ay s  h i s  d u ty  t o  
h e lp  s e c u re  and d e fe n d  l i b e r t y * " *
C h i ld  s e t t l e d  i n  Watertown t o  s tu d y  law  i n  th e  o f f i c e  of h i s  m a te r n a l  
u n c l e ,  T y l e r  Bigelow* During h i s  s t a y  i n  W ate r tow n , he m e t ,  a t  t h e  home 
o f C eorge  T ic k n o r  C u r t i s ,  M a r ia  F r a n c i s ,  famous s i s t e r  o f  t h e  l o c a l  m i n i s t e r *  
The romance be tw een  them was a  s p i r i t e d  one marked by " b a n t e r  and m u tu a l  
c r i t i c i s m ,  am ounting  some t im e s  t o  what m igh t be t a k e n  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  
m u tu a l  re p u g n an ce* "^  T h in g s  c o n t in u e d  in  t h i s  manner f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  w i t h  
M ar ia  F r a n c i s  e x e r c i s i n g  h e r  w i t  i n  p r e te n d e d  a v e r s io n  o f  David C h i ld  
w henever t h e y  m et i n  p u b l i c ,  w h i le  i n  h e r  j o u r n a l  w r i t i n g  o f  h im , on 
J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1825 , a f t e r  j u s t  on® m o n th ’ s a c q u a i n t a n c e ,  "He i s  th® most 
g a l l a n t  man t h a t  h a s  l i v e d  s in c e  th® s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and n e e d s  n o th in g  
b u t  h e lm e t ,  s h i e l d  and c h a in  arm or t o  make him a  com ple te  k n ig h t  o f  
c h i v a l r y * " 3
At th e  end of f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t h i s  b a n t e r  w hich  s u c c e s s f u l l y  cam ouflaged  
a  deep  and l a s t i n g  a f f e c t i o n ,  David C h i ld  a sk e d  M a r ia  F r a n c i s  t o  b® h i s  
w ife *  He was now an e s t a b l i s h e d  B oston  l a w y e r ,  a  member o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
S t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  H a ss& o h u se t ts  J o u r n a l B a  l e a d i n g  Adams
^ H a rp e r ’ s  U.a g a s i n e ,  UQQCI,  p* 719
2I b i d * .  p .  719 
3L e t t e r s ,  p* 8
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p a p e r * 1 Ha may -well have f e l t  t h a t  h i s  p r o s p e c t s  w a r ra n te d  t h i s  s te p *
T h is  u n u s u a l  p r o p o s a l  to o k  p la c e  a t  th© home o f  d so rg e  T io k n o r C u r t i s *
Then a mere y o u th ,  C u r t i s  seems t o  have e lu d e d  th e  v i g i l a n c e  o f  h i s  m other
and w i tn e s s e d  t h e  p ro c e e d in g s  w h ile  e n th ro n e d  i n  some nook  s a c r e d  t o
t h e  h id in g  o f s m a l l  hoys* He w ro te  o f  th e  o c c a s io n s
One e v e n in g ,  a b o u t  n in e  o ’c l o c k ,  he ^ C h i ld J 7 r o d e  ou t  o f  B oston  
on h o r s e b a c k ,  and i n s t e a  o f  l e a v i n g  h i s  h o r s e  a t  a  l i v e r y -  
s t a b l e ,  he t i e d  him by h i s  b r i d l e  r e i n  t o  a  p o s t  a t  my m o th e r ’ s 
f r o n t  d o o r ,  Tnfoich opened d i r e c t l y  on th© s t r e e t ,  a t  th e  to p  o f  
tw o o r t h r e e  s t e p s ,  and th e n  he came i n t o  t h e  p a r l o r  t o  see  
M iss  F r a n c i s *  My m o th e r ,  who b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  denouement had 
some, o r  was co in ing , r e t i r e d  t o  h e r  cham ber, and s e n t  me t o  bed*
Mr* C h i ld  p r e s s e d  h i s  s u i t  m ost e a r n e s t l y *  The l a d y  was a  long  
t im e  making up  h e r  mind* Ten o ’ c lo c k  came, t h e n  e l e v e n ,  t h e n  
tw e lv e *  The h o r s e ,  grown i m p a t i e n t  and no  d o u b t  v e r y  c o ld  and 
h u n g ry ,  r e p e a t e d l y  p u t  h i s  f o r e f e e t  upon th e  wooden s t e p s  and 
stam ped away, a s  much a s  t o  s a y ,  ’Take me home, o r  1 s t  mo go by 
m y se lf**  Mr* C h i ld  went ou t  once o r  tw ic e  t o  p a c i f y  h im , t h e n  
r e t u r n e d  on w i t h  t h e  momentous c o n v e r s a t i o n *  At l a s t ,  j u s t  a s
t h e  c lo c k  was on t h e  s t r o k e  of o ne , he w ent* M iss F r a n c i s ,
when th e  h o r s e ’ s f o o t - f a l l s  c e a s e d  t o  be h e a r d ,  ru s h e d  t o  my 
m o th e r ’ s  room, and t o l d  h e r  t h a t  she was engaged  t o  Mr* C h ild *
T h is  e v e n t  t o o k  p la c e  i n  S ep tem ber o f  1827* The f o l l o w i n g  m onth
M aria  F r a n c i s  w ro te  a p o l o g e t i c a l l y  t o  h e r  s i s t e p i
I  b lu s h  t h a t  I  sh o u ld  have b e en  a b s o l u t e l y  engaged more th a n  
a  m onth , w i th o u t  h av in g  found  a moment t o  t e l l  you o f th© 
im p o r ta n t  news* Mr* C h i l d ’ s ex trem e  d e v o t io n  and my own e x ­
c e s s  o f  h a p p in e s s  m ust fo rm  ray ex cu se  f o r  t h i s  n e g l ig e n c e *
I n d e e d ,  my d e a r  s i s t e r ,  I  am h ap p y , h ap p y , h a p p y ,  beyond my 
own im a g in a t io n * 3
H er c h o ic e  d id  n o t  m eet w i th  th e  c o r d i a l  a p p r o b a t io n  o f h e r  f r i e n d s  
and  f a m i ly *  wMr* David Lee C h i ld  was a  m ost a cc o m p lish e d  s c h o l a r  and
1 D i c t i o n a r y  o f  American B io g ra p h y ,  IV , p . 65 
^H a r p e r ’ s  M agagine ,  LXXX1, pp* 719-720 
^K a lX o w ell ,  op* p i t * , p* 103
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r e f i n e d  g e n t le m a n *  o f  u n q u e s t i o n e d  i n t e g r i t y  and  m o r a l  w o r th *  h ad  t r a v e l l e d
e x t e n s i v e l y  i n  E u r o p e *  was f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a n o ie n t  and modern la n g u a g e s *  w a s
c o u r t l y  i n  h i s  m a n n e r s ;  b u t  w i th  a l l  t h e s e  d e s i r a b l e  q u a l i t i e s  was one m o s t
nl
u n d e s i r a b l e  -  a  g e n i u s  f o r  e x p e r i e m e n t s ,  w i t h o u t  c o u n t in g  t h e  c o s t #
P r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  w edding p ro c e e d e d  and g i f t s  a r r i v e d *  M a r ia  F r a n c i s
d e s c r ib e d  t h e  g i f t s  and p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  wedding* nA p r e t t y  b u t t e r
9 3k n i f e  and cream l a d l e ,  -  a  s t u d y  lamp# -  f ro m  r.-rs* T h a x te r  -  Mrs* W hite
4s e n t  me a  k e g  o f  t o n g u e s  -  M rs* T y l e r  B ig e lo w  a  p a ir  o f  p l a t e d  c a n d le
c
s t i c k s *  B m ily  M a r s h a l l  and Mary M** p o l i s h e d  s t e e l  s n u f f e r s  on a  p l a t e d  
t r a y *  'y m&ntua-maker h a s  been  h a re  a  week* I  have  a  c l a r e t - c o l o r e d  s i l k  
p l i c a e *  l i n e d  w i th  s t r a w  c o l o r e d  s i l k *  made i n  th© e x t e n t  of t h e  mod©# 
enough  t o  make anybody s t a r e ;  one b l a c k  f i g u r e d  1 e v e n t i n e  s i l k ,  and on e  
s w is s  m u s l in *  My. wed lin g  gown i s  I n d i a  m u s l i n ,  a  good d e a l  tr im m e d  w i t h  
w h i te  s a t i n *  C l a r i s s a  B ige low  i s  t o  be b r i d e s m a i d ,  and I  have bough t 
t h i r t y - f i v e  potrade of c a k e  o f  M i o h o l s ." 6  T h iB  oak« i n d i o a t a
7
a  l a r g e  w edding  of a b o u t t h r e e  hundred  g u e s t s *
1 l b i Q * ,  p .  1 0 3
2ibrs* T h a x te r  was t h e  m o th e r  o f  L ev i T h a x te r#  t h e  Browning s c h o la r *
^Mrs* White was t h e  m o th e r  o f  M aria  White* James B u s s e l l  L o w e l l* s  
f i r s t  w ife *
4 :irs*  B ige low  was th e  a u n t  o f  t h e  g ro an #
° t f i s s  - T a r s h a l l ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  g i r l  i n  B oston# was a  
l i f e - l o n g  f r i e n u  o f  M a r ia  F r a n c i s *
^ H a l l a w e l l #  o p # o l t * ,  p* 1 0 4
^T h is  e s t i m a t e  i s  b a s e d  on th© o p in io n  o f  a  m o d ern  c a t e r e r *
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On O c to b er  1 9 ,  182 3 L y d ia  M a r ia  F r a n o l s  m a r r i e d  h e r  k n ig h t  and 
morad to  a  s m a l l  house  on H a rv a rd  S t r e e t ,  i n  B o s to n .  T h is  “ p ro p e r  l i t t l e  
m a r t in  box was f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  v e r y  p l a i n  g e n t i l i t y # ”
George C u r t i s ,  who v i s i t e d  t h e  b r i d e  i n  h e r  new horns, r e p o r t e d ,
" She k e p t  no  s e r v a n t ,  and d id  h e r  own cook ing#  She had p re p a re d  a  s a v o ry  
d i s h ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  r a e a t - p i e , p e rh a p s  m u t to n ,  baked  i n  a  s m a l l  o v e n ,  
and  t h e r e  w are  r o a s t e d  o r baked  p o t a t o e s ,  and  a baked  I n d i a n  pudding#
T h ere  was no  d e s s e r t ,  and no  w in e ,  no b e v e ra g e  of any  k in d  h u t  w a t e r ,  
n o t  even  a oup of t e a  or ooffe© #” ^
The p e r f e c t  m e n ta l  ao o o rd  be tw een  David and M ar ia  C h i ld  was demon­
s t r a t e d  when, n o t  lo n g  a f t e r  t h e i r  m a r r i a g e ,  a  S p a n is h  p i r a t e  s h i p  was 
c a p tu r e d  and b ro u g h t  t o  B oston# The men were c h a rg ed  w i th  ex trem e  c r u e l t y  
and p i r a c y  on t h e  h ig h  se&s# d e a th  would have barm m eted  out t o  th e m , 
b u t  David C h i l d ,  who had an  a f f i n i t y  w i th  l o s t  c a u s e s  and f o r l o r n  h o p e s ,  
o f f e r e d  h i s  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f #  W endell P h i l l i p s  t e l l e  o f  t h e  
m anner I n  w hich  M a r ia  C h i ld  e sp o u se d  t h e  c a u se  i n  w h ich  h e r  husband  
c o n c e rn e d  h im s e l f #  Though i t  was t h e  d e p th  o f  w i n t e r ,  she made th® t r i p  
t o  W ash ing ton  by  s t a g e - c o a c h  t o  a s k  p r e s i d e n t i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n *  Em ploying 
a l l  h e r  e lo q u en c e  M a r ia  C h i ld  i s  s a i d  t o  have e n t r e a t e d  P r e s i d e n t  Dackson 
on h e r  k n e e s ,  w i th o u t  a v a i l ,  t o  s p a r e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p i r a t e s *  The 
p r e s i d e n t  r e p l i e d ,  ” By t h e  E t e r n a l ,  l e t  therm hang l ” Wen d e l  P h i l l i p s  
r e c o r d s ,  how ever, t h a t  i t  was th ro u g h  h e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t h a t  a  f a i r  t r i a l  
was s e c u r e d  f o r  t h e s e  m i s e r a b l e  men# Thus e a r l y  i n  m a r r ie d  l i f e  d id
% a l l o w e l l ,  op# o i t * ,  p* 103 
^ h a r p e r * s  M ag az in e ,  1XSXZ, p# 720
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Mrs* C h i ld  a l i g n  h e r s e l f  w i th  t h e  c a u s e s  w h ich  h e r  husband  e sp o u sed *  The 
v e r y  o n e n e s s  of th o u g h t  w hich  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  t h i s  most happy 'm arr iag e  was 
t o  c o s t  L y d ia  M aria  C h i ld  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  and c o n tem p o ra ry  fa m e ,  a  
s a c r i f i c e  w h ich  she was n e v e r  t o  r e g r e t *
A lth o u g h  h e r  f a m i ly  background  was su ch  a s  t o  make h e r  r e c e p t i v e  t o  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  f e e l i n g *  M ar ia  C h i ld  had t a k e n  no  p a r t  i n  A b o l i t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  
u n t i l  L&vid C h ild *  a lw ays & d e f e n d e r  o f  t h e  o p p re ssed *  added h i s  in f l u e n c e *
He had p la c e d  h i s  l e g a l  t a l e n t s  a t  th e  s e r v i c e  of t h e  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  
and  t h e r e b y  r u i n e d  h i s  c h a n c e s  t o  r i s e  in  t h e  l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n *  I t  was 
a  s u r p r i s e  ev en  t o  members o f  t h e  A b o l i t i o n  S o c ie ty  when she  f i r s t  ap ­
p e a re d  a t  m e e t in g s*  L i t t l e  d id  t h e y  r e a l i z e  t h a t  h e re  was a  f o r c e  w hich  
would t i r e l e s s l y  be e x e r t e d  i n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  s la v e *
Th© p r e s e n t  s ,  however * made up o f  housevfor^c an^ f r u g a l  Ix v in g  w hich  
sh e  was a b l e  t o  pu t  t o  u s e ,  f o r  a f t e r  on© y e a r  of s t r i c t  ©c on cany and 
f a i t h f u l n e s s  t o  th© h u m b le s t  d o m e s t ic  d u t i e s *  M a r la  C h i ld  w ro te  th e  F r u g a l  
House w i f e * T h is  volume d e m o n s t ra te d  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  change fr o m  th© r e g i o n s  
o f  f i c t i o n  and romance t o  t h o s e  o f  f a c t  and  d u ty *  Th© g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f
cook  books*  e s p e c i a l l y  .Amalia Summersf American Cookery^ and E l i z a  L e s l i e ’ s
2 %75 R e c e i p t s  * a l r e a d y  on t h e  m a r k e t  made f i n d i n g  a  p u b l i s h e r  d i f f i c u l t *
F i n a l l y *  h ow ever , i n  1829 C a r t e r  and  Hendes* a s  w e l l  a s  M arsh and  Capen* 
s p e c u l a t e d  on t h e  book and found  i t  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e  a s  more t h a n  s i x  th o u s a n d
1A m elia  Summers, American C ookery* H a r t f o r d ?  Hudson and Goodwin, 1796 
2;?vliza L e s l i e ,  75 R e c e ip t s *  b o s to n !  ?,?onroe and F r a n c i s *  1828 
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o o p ia s  were  so ld  i n  a  s i n g l e  year*'*' T h i r t y - f i v e ^  e d i t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  i n  
r a p i d  s u c c e s s i o n ,  t h e  t i t l e  b e in g  changed  i n  1 3 3 2 , a f t e r  sev en  e d i t i o n s ,
t o  The American F r u g a l  H ousew ife* B r i t i s h  demand r e s u l t e d  i n  tw e lv e  
e d i t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  in  London and G lasgow , w h i le  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  German 
H a u s f r a u  a c c o u n te d  f o r  n in e  f u r t h e r  e d i t i o n s *  T ru e  Hew E ngland  t h r i f t  had 
i n d e e d  found  a  w ide and a p p r e c i a t i v e  a u d ie n c e *  W ith t h i s  volume "daria  
C h i ld  fo u n d  h e r  f o r t ® ,  f o r  i t  was i n s t r u c t i n g  o t h e r s  f o r  t h e i r  own good* 
T h i s  c u r i o u s  volume which met w i th  such  phenom enal s u c c e s s  i s  a  
"F em in in e  Poor R io  hard* s  A lm anac,  a  t r e a s u r e  o f  Hew England h o u se h o ld  l o r e  
t h a t  showed, w i th  a n  abundance  o f  q u a in t  d e t a i l ,  how one could, l i v e  on 
l e s s  th a n  a  d o l l a r  a  day*"®
The F r u g a l  H ousew ife  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  " t h o s e  who a r e  n o t  ashamed of 
eooncmy*"^ The a u th o r  h a s  no a p o lo g y  t o  o f f e r  f o r  t h i s  cheap  l i t t l e  book 
o f  eco n o m ica l h i n t s  e x c e p t  h e r  deep  c o n v ic t i o n  t h a t  such  a  book i s  needed* 
I n  t h i s  c a s e ,  " renow n i s  out o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  and r i d i c u l e  i s  a  m a t t e r  o f  
i n d i f f e r e n c e  » "®
R i d i c u l e  came from  t h e  pen o f  E • P* W i l l i s ,  who s a t i r i c a l l y  commented 
on h e r  d ic tu m  t h a t ,  "H ard  g in g e r b r e a d  was good t o  have  in  t h e  f a m i l y  -  i t  
k e p t  so  w e l l* "  T h is  a t t a c k  was answ ered  by  The N o r th  Amerioan Review  w i th  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  s e v e r i t y ,  nAs t o  rem a rk s  upon th e  v o lu m e , mad© by  some cm®, 
we n e v e r  c a r e d  t o  i n q u i r e  who, « e v i d e n t l y  c l e v e r ,  b u t  a s  e v i d e n t l y  a
*I b l d *,  P r e f a c e
^O nly  33 e d i t io n ®  l i s t e d  i n  E n c y c lo p e d ia  B r i t a n n ic a *  V , p* 46?
——— * kSU ihi|>ibh» i nnin*im*>.iBw*—  «mmpiiih—111riL I*w* mii— w—
^Van Wyok B ro o k s ,  The F lo w e r in g  o f  New E n g la n d ,  p* 189 
4L y d ia  C h i l d ,  The F r u g a l  H o u se w ife ,  T i t l e  page
5I b i d * ,  p* 8
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t y r o  i n  c u l i n a r y  l u x u r i e s ,  a n t  who sh o u ld  have  known b e t t e r  w i t h a l  th a n  
t o  s n a r l  a t  a  l a d y ,  w h i le  he had th© a d v a n ta g e  o f  a  p e r i o d i c a l  t o  do i t  i n ,  
- t o  s ay  n o th in g  o f t h e i r  want of g a l l a n t r y  i n  t h e  a b s t r a c t ,  -  we h e ld  them 
t o  be a l t o g e t h e r  i n  bad t a s t e *  We m ust r e s o l u t e l y  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  ’ h a rd  
g i n g e r  b re a d  i s  n i c e ,
T h i s  volume i s  more t h a n  a  c o o k e ry  book* I t  i s  i n  r e a l i t y  a  s e r i e s  
o f wholesome b i t s  o f  a d v ic e  f rom  t h e  m anner i n  w hich  c h i l d r e n ’ s e a r l y  t r a i n ­
in g  sh o u ld  b e g in  t o  h i n t s  on h e a l th *  Many of t h e  l a t t e r  seem r i d i c u l o u s  
i n  th© l i g h t  of modern s c i e n c e  h u t  were t h e  a c c e p te d  m e d ic a l  p ro c e d u re  o f  
t h e  1830* s* d o m e s t ic  e d u c a t io n  was c o n s id e r e d  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  by Mrs* C h ild *  
A " s u p e r f i c i a l  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i th  such  acco m p lish m e n ts  a s  m usic  and drawing** 
s o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of f e m a le  e d u c a t io n  of h e r  day she c o n s i d e r e d ,  " u s e l e s s  
and  u n d e s i r a b l e * * *  Ho one sh o u ld  be t a u g h t  t o  c o n s i d e r  them v a l u a b l e  f o r  
mere p a ra d e  and a t t r a c t i o n *  Making t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  g i r l s  su ch  a  s e r i e s  
of ’ man t r a p s *  makes t h e  whole sy s tem  u n h e a l t h y ,  by  p o is o n in g  t h e  
m o t iv e s * " 2 Accustomed t o  t r a v e l  o n ly  by n e c e s s i t y  and a b le  t o  f i n d  ample
amusement by  h e r  own h e a r t h ,  she c o n s id e r e d  " t h e  rag© f o r  t r a v e l  and
u
f o r  p u b l i c  am usem ents t h e  w o rs t  k in d s  of e x t r a v a g a n c e s  w hich  have most 
u n d e s i r a b l e  e f f e c t s  "o n  our p u r s e s  and our h a b i t s * " ^
Th© v a r i a t i o n s  of t h e  B r i t i s h  and A m erican v e r s i o n s  a r e  su ch  a s  t o  
a p p e a l  t o  n a t i o n a l  p r id e *  P r a c t i c a l  changes  su ch  a s  th e  m o n e ta ry  system  
a r e  made* T h e re  a r e  m ino r  c h a n g e s ,  such  a s  t h e  u se  o f  New E ng land  rum
l l l o r t h  A m erican  R ev iew ,  XXXVTI,  p* 142 
^ L y d ia  C h i l d ,  The F r u g a l  H o u se w ife ,  p* 119 
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t o  -wash t h e  h a i r  l a  t h e  Am erican v e r s i o n  i s  a l t e r e d  t o  J a m a ic a  rum f o r  
th© same p u rp o se  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  e d i t i o n *  One can  o n ly  s p e o u l a t e  a s  t o
w h e th e r  or n o t  th© same h e a l t h f u l  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  t o  he  fo u n d  i n  M unich b e e r  
i n  t h o s e  e d i t i o n s  w h ich  w ere p r i n t e d  i n  Germany#*
Thomas H ig g in s o n  r e c a l l s  th© p l e a s u r e  w i th  w hich  h© re a d  t h i s  volume 
a s  a  c h i ld *
Going b e y o n d  mere c a r n a l  d e s i r e s ,  we r e a d  a l s o  t h e  wholesome 
d i r e c t i o n  ’ t o  t h o s e  who a r e  n o t  ashamed o f e c o n o m y * * We w ere 
in fo rm ed  t h a t  ’ c h i l d r e n  c o u ld  e a r l y  l e a n s  t o  t a k e  c a r e  of t h e i r  
own c l o t h e s * • -  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a t  w h ich  w® s h u d d e re d f  and 
a l s o  t h a t  i t  was a  good t h i n g  f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  g a t h e r  b l a c k b e r r i e s *
-  i n  w h ich  we h e a r t i l y  c o n c u r re d *  T h e r e ,  t o o ,  we were t a u g h t  
t o  p ic k  u p  tw in e  and p ap e r*  t o  w r i t e  on t h e  b ack s  o f  o ld  l e t t e r s *  
l i k e  p a p e r - s a v in g  P o p e ,  and i f  we had a  d o l l a r  a  d a y ,  w hich  
seemed a  w i ld  s u p p o s i t i o n ,  t o  l i v e  on s e v e n t y - f i v e  c e n t s *  We 
a l l  r e a d ,  to o *  w i t h  i n t e r e s t ,  t h e  h i n t s  on th© p o l i s h i n g  of 
f u r n i t u r e  and th© e d u c a t io n  of d a u g h t e r s ,  and we g o t  c u r  f i r s t  
g l im p s e s  of p o l i t i c a l  economy from  t h e  ’R easo n s  f o r  H ard  T im es* ’
So v a r i e d  and co m p reh en s iv e  w as th© good s e n s e  of t h e  book 
t h a t  i t  s u r e l y  would have seemed t o  our c h i l d i s h  m inds  i n f a l ­
l i b l e ,  b u t  f o r  one f a t a l  a d m is s io n ,  w h ich  th ro u g h  l i f e  I  have 
r e c a l l e d  w i th  d ism a y ,  -  th© a s s e r t i o n ,  n am ely ,  t h a t  ’ eco n o m ica l  
p e o p le  w i l l  seldom  us© p r e s e r v e s * ’ T h i s  was a  su m ptua ry  la w , 
a g a i n s t  w hich  th© s o u l  of y o u th  revolted***
The W orth  American R eview  p r a i s e d  The H ousew ife  a s  * * in te l l ig ib l®  t o
a l l s  i f  i t  b e  n o t*  i t  w i l l  n o t  be f o r  want of p l a i n n e s s  i n  t e l l i n g  th e
t r u t h *  o r  o f  d i r e c t n e s s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  rem ark s  t o  many of our
3d o m e s t ic  p r e j u d i c e s  and  f o l l i e s * 11
A companion p i e c e  t o  The F r u g a l  H ousew ife  was t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  F am ily  
N u rs e * The p u rp o se  i s  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t h e  P r e f a c e  by  th© a u th o r*
^-There i s  no copy o f  t h e  German e d i t i o n  l i s t e d  in  th© U nion C a ta lo g u e  
a s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  th© U n i te d  S t a t e s *
^Thomas H ig g in so n *  C o n te m p o ra r ie s ,  p* 120
for he N o r th  A m erican  R ev iew , XXXVTI,  p* 143
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T h i s  book m e r e ly  c o n t a i n s  th® e le m e n ts  o f  n u r s in g *  and i s  by- 
no  means i n t e n d e d  t o  s u p e r s e d e  t h e  a d v ic e  o f  a  p h y s ic i a n #  I t  
i s  s im p ly  a  h o u s e h o ld  f r i e n d *  w h ich  t h e  i n e x p e r i e n c e d  may co n ­
s u l t  on common o c c a s i o n s ,  or sudden  e m e r g e n c ie s ,  when m e d ic a l  
a d v ic e  i s  e i t h e r  u n n e c e s s a ry *  o r  c a n n o t  be o b ta in ed # * # *  For
many r e a so n s *  th e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h i s  w ork  lias been  an a rd u o u s
an d  d i s a g r e e a b l e  t a s k *
W ith  u n u s u a l  f r a n k n e s s  Mrs* C h i ld  c o n fe s s e s *
I  s h o u ld  t a k e  undue c r e d i t  t o  m y s e l f  i f  I  p ro f e a s e d  t h a t  th®
u s e f u l n e s s  o f  su ch  a  book was my s t r o n g e s t  m o tiv e*  I f  any
o t h e r  t h a n  v e r y  p r a c t i c a l  work® would s e l l  e x t e n s i v e l y *  I  
f e a r  I  s h o u ld  s t i l l  be l i n g e r i n g  i n  more p o e t i c  r e g io n s *
Th© volume i s  d iv id e d  i n t o  t h r e e  p a r t s #  The f i r s t  i s  d e v o te d  t o  H in t s
f o r  tli® P r e s e r v a t i o n  of H e a l t h ,  th© second  t o  Food and D rin k  f o r  I n v a l i d s #  
w h i le  th® t h i r d  i s  c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  C h i ld re n #  The s c i e n t i f i c  a c c u r a c y  of 
t h i s  b o o k ,  even  i n  1837# seems d o u b t f u l#  P e rh a p s  t h e  r a t h e r  amazing s t a t e ­
ment, t h a t #  "A c h i l d  c o n s t a n t l y  n u rs e d  from  one b r e a s t  i s  a p t  t o  grow 
c ro o k s  1* and  a c q u i r e  th e  h a b i t  o f  s q u in t in g #  from  h av in g  th© e y es  c o n -
p
s t a n t l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  one p o in t#  may in  some m easure  e x p l a i n  why t h i s  book# 
a l t h o u g h  r e v i s e d  by a  member o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  M ed ic a l  S o c i e t y # was 
n o t  a  s u c c e s s #
D uring  th o s e  b u sy  y e a r s  w h i le  she  s p e n t  so  much tim e  i n  th e  f i e l d  of 
p r a c t i c a l  w r i t i n g s #  Mrs# C h i ld  was a  m ost d e v o te d  w ife #  The e x t e n t  of h e r  
d e ep  d e v o t io n  t o  h e r  husband can  b e s t  be t o l d  i n  h e r  own w ords c o n ta in e d
i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  " D e a r e s t  H usb an d ,"  w r i t t  en on -August 3 # 1030 whi l e  she
was t a k i n g  a  h o l i d a y  a t  P h i l l i p s  B each , M a s s a c h u s e t t s !
L y d ia  C h i ld #  The F a m ily  N u rs e * P r e f a c e  
2I b i d * ,  p .  35
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H are  I  an i n  a  snug l i t t l e  o ld - f a s h i o n e d  p a r l o r ,  a t  a  round 
t a b l e ,  i n  a  ro o k in g  c h a i r ,  w r i t i n g  t o  y o u ,  mid th e  g r e a t e s t  
conforfc 1 have  i s  th© p e n - k n i f e  you s h a rp e n e d  f o r  m© j u s t  b e ­
f o r e  I  came away* As you t e l l  m® so m e t im es ,  i t  makes my 
h e a r t  l e a p  t o  see  a n y th in g  you have t a u b le d *  The house  her® 
i s  r e a l  o l d - f a s h i o n e d ,  n e a t ,  c o n f o r t a b x e ,  r u r a l ,  and q u i e t #
T h e re  i s  a  homespun s t r i p e d  c a r p e t  upon t h e  f l o o r ,  tw o 
p r o f i l e s  ove r  t h e  m a n t e l p i e c e ,  one o f th e n  a s o l i d e r  p la c e d  
i n  a  f ram e  r a t h e r  o n e - s i d e d ,  w i t h  a  w h i te  s h i r t  r u f f l e ,  a  w h i te  
plum®, and a  w h i te  e p a u l e t t e  % a  v a s e  o f  f l o w e r s  done i n  w a te r  
c o l o r s ,  lo o k in g  s i c k l y  and s t r a g g l i n g  a b o u t  a s  i f  t h e y  were 
o n ly  n e ig h b o r s —i n - l a w ,  and O p h e l ia  w i t h  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  ’ c a r r o t y ’ 
h a i r , w h ich  i s  th ro w n  over t h r e e  or f o u r  r h e u m a t ic  t r e e s ,  and 
one f o o t  a n k le  deep  in  w a t e r ,  a s  i f  she  w ere go ing  t o  see  
w hich  she l i k e d  b e s t ,  hang ing  o r d row n ing**••  The old  l a d y  i s  
j u s t  l i k e  you r good m o ther j u s t  such  h o n e s t  s h o u l d e r s ,  j u s t  
s u c h  m o t io n s ,  a  f a c e  v e r y  much l i k e  h e r s ,  and p r e c i s e l y  t h e  
same k in d  o f  m o th e r ly  ways* I  am s u re  you would be s t r u c k  w i th  
t h e  re s em b la n c e*  I  l i k e  th e  w hole  f a m i l y  e x t re m e ly *  They 
a r c  among th e  b e s t  spec im ens  o f  ITew England  f a r m e r s ,  a s  
s im p le  and a s  k in d  a s  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n * • •  In  t h e  s t i l l n e s s  
o f  t h e  e v en in g  w© c a n  h e a r  t h e  s e a  d a s h in g  on t h e  b e a c h ,
’ r o l l i n g  i t s  e t e r n a l  b a s s ’ amid th e  harmony o f  n a t u r e • I 
w ent down t o  a  l i t t l e  cove b e tw een  tw o l i n e s  of ro o k s  t h i s  
m o rn in g ,  and h av in g  t a k e n  o f f  ray s t o c k i n g s ,  I  l e t  t h e  sau c y  
w aves come d ash in g  and s p a r k l i n g  i n t o  my lap*  I  was a  l i t t l e  
s a d ,  b e c a u se  i t  mad© xm t h i n k  of th© b e a u t i f u l  t im e  we h a d ,  
when we washed our f e e t  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  m ounta in  w a t e r f a l l *
Hew I  do w is h  you were h e re *  I t  i s  non sen  so f o r  me t o  go a  
’ p l e a s u r i n g ’ w i th o u t  you* I  does  me no  g o o d , and ©very 
p l e a s a n t  s i g h t  makes my h e a r t  y e a rn  f o r  you t o  be w i th  me*
I  am v e r y  hom esick  f o r  you* and my p r i v a t e  o p in io n  i s ,  t h a t  
I  s h a l l  n o t  be a b l e  t o  s t a n d  i t  a  whole  week* As f o r  th© 
plac© i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  e x a c t l y  what I  w an ted  t o  f in d *  Oh, 
how I  do w ish  we had a  snug l i t t l e  c o t t a g e  h e r e ,  and j u s t  i n ­
come enough t o  m eet v e r y  m o d e ra te  w an ts*  I  have w alked  a b o u t 
a  m i le  t o - d a y ,  and g o t  w e l l  muddied by  p lu n g in g  i n t o  a  
meadow a f t e r  t h a t  b r i g h t e s t  o f  a l l  b r i g h t  b lo s so m s ,  th e  c a r ­
d i n a l  f lo w e r*  My d e a r  h u sb a n d ,  I  c a n n o t  s t a y  away a  week*^
Such m s  th e  d e ep  a f f e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o u p le*  T h is  lo v e  was t o  e o n -
tiv.w* f o r  a  l i f e t i m e  and b r i n g  th© g r e a t e s t  h a p p in e s s  i n t o  t h e i r  l i v e s *
1
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T h e re  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r  a  hi?" of t h e  r e a s o n  h e r  f r i e n d s  
o b j e c t e d  t o  t h i s  m a r r ia g e #  The 11 snug c o t t a g e 11 f o r  w h ich  she  lo n g ed  
m s  t o  b© a r a t h e r  uncotaf o r tab l®  home i n  Way l a n d  w hich  cam© t o  h e r  
from  h e r  f a t h e r #  U n d e n iab le  a s  w ere  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  pow ers of David 
C h i l d ,  from  t h e  f i r s t  he l a c k e d  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  be a  “ good p r o v i d e r ” 
a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  i n  hew England#
I t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  M ar ia  C h i ld  t o  c o n t in u e  h e r  w r i t i n g ,  w hich  
she  d id  w i t h  u n c e a s in g  d i l i g e n c e  p u b l i s h in g  t h e  M other * s Cook i n  1831•
I n  t h i s  volume d e d ic a t e d  “To Am erican M o th e r s ,  on whose i n t e l l i g e n c e  
and d i s c r e t i o n  t h e  s a f e t y  and p r o s p e r i t y  o f  our R e p u b l ic  so  much d e p e n d ,” ^ 
M ar ia  C h i ld  u t i l i s e d  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  t e a c h e r  and  e d i t o r  of t h e  
J u v e n i l e  M is c e l l a n y # S t a t i n g  t h a t  she can n o t  " o f f e r  a  b a t t e r  or more 
a p p r o p r i a t e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  w o rk ,” 2 t h e  a u th o r  opens t h e  volume 
w i th  an e x t r a c t  f ro m  C onvers  F r a n c i s ’ D is c o u r se  on t h e  E r r o r s  i n  B d u o a-  
t i o n # F r e e l y  a d m i t t i n g  t h e  adage t h a t ,  " t h e y  who have no c h i l d r e n ,  a lw ay s  
know how t o  manage them  w e l l , " 4 M aria  C h i l d ,  a l th o u g h  c h i l d l e s s ,  f e e l s  
t h a t  she i s  q u a l i f i e d  t o  sp eak  b e c a u se  of h e r  " s t r o n g  lo v e  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  
and h a I i t u a l  o b s e r v a t io n  o f  a l l  t h a t  c o n c e rn s  them#"® The p r i n c i p l e s  
s u b s c r ib e d  t o  i n  t h i s  volume a re  p e d a g o g io a l ly  sound to d a y *  The i l l u s t r a ­
t i o n s  and m ethod a r e ,  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  p r e s e n t  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge* p e rh a p s
! L yd ia  M* C h i l d ,  The M o th e r ’ s Book,  D e d ic a t io n  
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l e s s  v a l i d *  From e a r l i e s t  in fa n c y *  th e  a u t h o r  w ro te*  c h i l d r e n  s h o u ld  
be su r ro u n d e d  by a f f e c t i o n  and t a u g h t  t o  o b se rv e*  Books have a p rom in­
e n t  n la c e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t io n  of th® young* H er e x p e r i e n c e  i n  w r i t i n g  f o r  
c h i l d r e n  had shown h e r  t h a t *  nThe books  chosen  f o r  young p e o p le  shou ld  
a s  f a r  a s  p o s s i b l e  combine amusement w i th  i n s t r u c t i o n !  b u t  i t  i s  v e r y  
im p o r ta n t  t h a t  amusement sh o u ld  nab become a  n e c e s s a r y  inducem ent*
From h e r  own i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  she  w ro te  s
1 t h i n k  a  r e a l  lo v e  of r e a d in g  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b l e s s i n g  e d u c a ­
t i o n  c a n  bestow * p a r t i c u l a r l y  upon a  woman* I t  c h e e r s  so  
many h o u r s  of i l l n e s s  and s e c l u s i o n !  i t  g i v e s  t h e  mind some­
th i n g  t o  i n t e r e s t  i t s e l f  a b o u t*  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n s  a t 
o n e ’ s  n e ig h b o r s *  and t h e  changes  o f  f a s h i o n ;  i t  e n l a r g e s  t h e  
h e a r t*  by g i v i n g  e x t e n s i v e  v iew s  o f  t h e  w o r ld ;  i t  ©very day  
i n c r e a s e s  t h e  p o in t  o f  sym pathy w i th  an  i n t e l l i g e n t  h u sb an d ; 
and i t  g i v e s  a  m other m a t e r i a l s  f o r  f u r n i s h '  ng  t h e  minds o f  
h e r  c h i l d r e n *  Y et I  b e l i e v e  a  r e a l  lo v e  o f  r e a d in g  i s  n o t  
common enough among woman* '
C on tem porary  books ar® d i s c u s s e d  w i th  a  g r e a t  f reedom  o f  o p in io n  i n
th® s i x t h  e d i t i o n  o f  t h i s  volume p u b l i s h e d  i n  1344®
Tli® m o r a l i t y  s h o u ld  be i n  a  book* n o t  t a c k e d  upon t h e  end of 
i t * *  • C h a r l o t t e  Temple had a  n i c e  good m oral a t  t h e  end*
1 d a re  s a y  was w r i t t e n  w i th  t h e  b e s t  i n t e n t i o n *  y e t  1 b e l i e v e  
few  w orks  do so  much h a m  t o  g i r l s  of f o u r t e e n  o r  f i f t e e n * •*
The w i s e s t  way t o  c r e a t e  a  d i s t a s t e  f o r  s i c k l y  w orks o f  
f i c t i o n *  i s  e a r l y  t o  fo rm  a  t a s t e  f o r  t h o s e  w h ich  a r e  pure  
and h e a l th y *  H ig h e s t  i n  t h i s  c l a s s  s t a n d  t h e  a d m ira b le  w r i t ­
i n g s  o f  F r e d e r i k a  B re m er* .• The g r e a t  charm o f  t h i s  p o p u la r  
w r i t e r  i s *  t h a t  she i s  d e e p ly  r e l i g i o u s *  w i th o u t  b e in g  
t h e o l o g i c a l * "
T a ry  H e w i t t ’ s  w r i t i n g s  a r e  c o n s id e r e d  i n f e r i o r  t o  th o s e  of F r e d s r i k a  
Bremer o n ly  in  t h a t *  nt b e r e  i s  n o t  su ch  deep  s p i r i t u a l i t y *  suoh c l o s e
^ I h l d »* p * 80 
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oommunion w i th  th e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  s o u l* " 1 M iss E dgew orth*s  books  a r e ,
* a d m ira b ly  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  s t o r i e s ,  and a r e  f u l l  o f  p r a c t i c a l  good sens® , 
p h i l o s o p h ic  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  f e l i c i t o u s  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  and s u re  m o r a l i ty *  
b u t  t h e  s e n t i m e n t  o f  w o rs h ip  i s  a b s e n t* ” ^ O & therina  v • Sedgw ick , 
"whose name a lo n e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  g u a r a n te e  t h a t  t h e  book i s  s a f e  f o r
g
young p e o p l e , ” i s  g iv e n  th e  h i g h e s t  p r a i s e  by t h e  a u th o r*  W a lte r  S c o t t*  
w o rk s ,  w hich  Mrs* C h i ld  had h e r s e l f  r e a d  a s  a  y o u n g s t e r ,  m ust be e x ­
p l a i n e d  t o  c h i l d r e n  a s  h a v in g  no aim  ” of h ig h  s p i r i t u a l i t y ” and must be
a c c e p te d  f o r  w hat t h e y  a r e ,  “ f r e s h  and b e a u t i f u l  p a i n t i n g s  of man’ s o u t -
4ward l i f e ,  i n  t im e s  o f  s t i r r i n g  and ro m a n t ic  i n c i d e n t • ” A l i s t  o f  
b o ck s  “ e x c e l l e n t  o f  t h e i r  k i n d " 5 i s  in c lu d e d *  A lth o u g h  R o b in so n  C rusoe  
a p p e a r s  on t h i s  l i s t ,  c a u t i o n  i s  n o t e d ,  f o r  t h i s  book i s  c o n s id e r e d  
" n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  a  s a f e  s t im u lu s  f o r  a  boy of a  ra m b lin g  and a d v e n tu ro u s  
s p i r i t  *,tU
I n  o th e r  f i e l d s  of e d u c a t io n  Mrs* C h i ld  c o n s i d e r s  a r i t h m e t i c  of 
g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  e s p e c i a l l y  among women, f o r  ” i t  i s  a  s tu d y  t h a t  g r e a t l y  
t e n d s  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  th® mind and  produce  c a r e f u l  h a b i t s  of t h o u g h t s ” 
and f i n a l l y  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s u g g e s t io n  t h a t ,  " n o  © s ta te  can  b© s e t t l e d  
w i th o u t  i t  *"^
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L i f e  had t a u g h t  Mrs* C h i ld  two u n d e n ia b le  f a c t s *  The f i r s t  was 
t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  be an e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e ,  " t o  e d u c a te  c h i l d r e n  t h a t  
t h e y  o o u l l ,  i n  c a se  o f  n e c e s s i t y ,  s u p p o r t  th e m s e lv e s  r e s p e c t a b l y * " 1 
A second was t h a t  " i t  i s  a  g r e a t  m is ta k e  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  e d u c a t io n  i s  
f i n i s h e d  when young p e o p le  le a v e  sc h o o l*  E d u c a t io n  i s  n e v e r  f i n i s h e d .
M a r r ia g e  had t a u g h t  t h e  a u th o r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  e d u c a ­
t i o n *  As a  r e s u l t  of t h e  t h r e e  p r e v io u s  y e a r s  sh® w r o t e ,  "A knowledge o f  
d o m e s t ic  d u t i e s  i s  beyond a l l  p r i c e  t o  a woman* E veryone  ought t o  know 
how t o  sew, and k n i t ,  and mend, and c o o k ,  and  s u p e r i n t e n d  a  hou seh o ld *
I n  e v e r y  s i t u a t i o n  o f  l i f e ,  h ig h  o r low , t h i s  s o r t  of knowledge i s  a  
g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e * ” 3
A l l  t h e s e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r e c e p t s  w ere  a c c e p te d  by  h e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  b u t  
i n  one r e s p e c t  Mrs* C h i ld  p ro v e s  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w hich  she i s  f a r  in  a d ­
vance  o f  h e r  age* A dvanced, i n  t h e  b e s t  s e n s e  o f th e  w ord , sh© i s  w i th  
r e g a r d  t o  a s u b j e c t  w h ich  has  been  f r a n k l y  d i s c u s s e d  o n ly  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  
decade  -  sex*
T here  i s  one s u b j e c t ,  on w h ich  I  am v e r y  a n x io u s  t o  s ay  a  
g r e a t  d e a l j  b u t  on w h ich  I  can  say  v e r y  l i t t l e *  J u d g in g  by  
my own o b s e r v a t i o n ,  I  b e l i e v e  i t  t o  be t h e  g r e a t e s t  e v i l  now 
e x i s t i n g  i n  e d u c a t io n *  I  mean t h e  w ant of c o n f id e n c e  betw een 
m o th e rs  and d a u g h te r s  on d e l i c a t e  s u b j e c t s *  C h i l d r e n ,  f rom  
b o o k s ,  and f rom  t h e i r  own o b s e r v a t i o n ,  soon have t h e i r  c u r i ­
o s i t y  e x c i t e d  on su ch  s u b je c t s }  t h i s  i s  p e r f e c t l y  n a t u r a l  and 
i n n o c e n t ,  and i f  f r a n k l y  m et by  a  m o th e r ,  i t  would  n e v e r  do 
harm* But on t h e s e  o c c a s io n s  I t  I s  c u s to m ary  e i t h e r  t o  pu t 
young p e o p le  o f f  w i th  l i e s ,  or s t i l l  f u r t h e r  t o  e x c i t e  t h e i r  
c u r i o s i t y  by m y s te ry  and em barrassm en t*  I n f o r m a t io n  b e in g  
r e f u s e d  them a t  t h e  o n ly  p r o p e r  s o u r c e ,  th e y  im m e d ia te ly  have
1I b i d . ,  p .  137 
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r e c o u r s e  t o  d o m e s t i c s ,  o r  immodest s c h o o l-c o m p a n io n s ;  and 
v e r y  o f t e n  t h e i r  young m inds a r e  p o l l u t e d  w i t h  f i l t h y  a n e c ­
d o te s  o f  v i c e  and v u l g a r i t y *  T h is  ought n o t  t o  be* M o th ers  
a r e  th© o n ly  p r o p e r  p e r s o n s  t o  convey su ch  knowledge t o  a  
c h i l d ’ s mind**'
When b u t  tw o  y e a r s  a  b r i d e  and o n ly  t w e n ty - e ig h t  y e a r s  of age Mrs*
C h i l d ,  e x p r e s s in g  h e r  v ie w s  on m a tr im o n y , shows c l e a r l y  t h a t  t h e s e  two
y e a r s  have t a u g h t  h e r  much*
T h e re  i s  no  s u b j e c t  c o n n e c te d  w i th  e d u c a t io n  w hich  h a s  so  im p o r­
t a n t  a b e a r in g  on human h a o p in e s s  a s  th e  v ie w s  young p e o p le  a r e  
t a u g h t  t o  e n t e r t a i n  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  m a t r im o n ia l  c o n n e c t io n s *
The dreams o f s i l l y  rom ance , h a l f  v a n i t y ,  and h a l f  p a s s i o n ,  
on t h e  one h a n d ,  and s e l f i s h  c a l c u l a t i o n  on t h e  o t h e r ,  l e a v e  b u t  
p r e c io u s  l i t t l e  o f  j u s t  t h i n k i n g  and r i g h t  f e e l i n g  on th e  s u b ­
j e c t *  The g r e a t e s t  and m ost p r e v a i l i n g  e r r o r  in  e d u c a t io n  c o n ­
s i s t s  i n  making l o v e r s  a s u b j e c t  of su ch  e n g ro s s in g  and d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  m inds o f  young g i r l s * * *  But h e e d le s s  v a n i t y  and  s i l l y  
rom ance , th o u g h  a  p r o l i f i c  s o u rc e  of unhappy m a r r i a g e s ,  a r e  n o t  so  
d i s a s t r o u s  i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  a s  w o rd ly  a m b i t io n ,  and s e l f i s h  c a l c u l a ­
t i o n *  1 n e v e r  knew a  m a r r ia g e  e x p r e s s l y  f o r  money, t h a t  d id  n o t  
end u n h a p p i ly * • •  But where t h e r e  i s  deep w e l l  founded  lo v e  a l l  
t h i n g s  w i l l  work r i g h t  i n  t h e  end*2
I n  th© P r e f a c e  t h e  a u th o r  had e x p r e s s e d  h e r  p u r p o s e ,  ” t o  g iv e  th© 
r e s u l t  o f  my own r e a d in g  and o b s e r v a t io n  i n  maxims o f p l a i n  p r a c t i c a l  
g o o d - s e n s e ,  w r i t t e n  w i th  e a r n e s t n e s s  and s i m p l i c i t y  o f  s t y l e * ” ° Sh© was 
w i l l i n g  to have h e r  r e a d e r s  d e c id e  th© m easure  o f  h e r  s u c c e s s *  One© a g a in  
th© a u th o r  p roved  th© r i g h t n e s s  o f  h e r  judgm ent i n  t h e  t im e  and manner
o f  w r i t i n g  f o r  e i g h t  Am erican e d i t i o n s  w ere f o l lo w e d  by  tw e lv e  E n g l i s h
4  5e d i t i o n s  and f i n a l l y  a  German e d i t i o n *
*T b i d » ,  p* 151
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- E n t i t l e d  j>n th e  Management and E d u c a t io n  of C h i l d r e n s b e in g  M rs* 
C h i ld * s  M other*s  Book,  R e v ise d  and A dap ted  t o  th e  use  o f  E n g l i s h  p a r e n t s  
and t e a c h e r s ,  Londoni J • W* P a r k e r ,  1.855 "*
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Th© p l e a s u r e  f r i e n d s  found in  r e a d in g  t h i s  volume n a t u r a l l y  p le a s e d  
t h e  a u th o r*  To h e r  b r o t h e r  she w ro te  h a p p i l y  q u o t in g  a  l e t t e r  from  
"The Old Q u a k e r ," *  i n  w hioh he  t o l  : t h e  a u t h o r ,  " I  am f r e e  t o  say  t o  
t h e e ,  i t  i s  a  m ost e x c e l l e n t  t h i n g  *"^ The c r i t i c s  a g re e d  w i t h  th® 
f r i e n d ’ s o p in io n *  The New York T r ib u n e  w r o te ,  " F o r  sound m o ra l  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n  and p r a c t i c a l  good s e n s e ,  we know o f  no  work o f  i t s  c l a s s  w o rth y
**3t o  be c o -p a re d  w i th  i t *
A gain  d raw ing  on h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  a  w r i t e r  f o r  and t e a c h e r  o f  
c h i l d r e n ,  Mrs* C h i ld  p u b l i s h e d  th e  two volume G i r l ’ s Own Book i n  1831* 
T h i s  book had a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s *  A lth o u g h  i t s  y o u t h f u l  r e a d e r s  
found  much amusement i n  i t s  p a g e s ,  i n s t r u c t i o n  was t h e  e s s e n t i a l  o b je c ­
t i v e *  Th© d u t i e s  o f  p a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n  w ere  s e t  f o r t h  c l e a r l y  and w i th  
d i r e c t n e s s *
E s s e n t i a l l y  t h i s  volume i s  a d d re s s e d  t o  g i r l s *  I t  c o n t a i n s  r u l e s  
f o r  th e  d r o l l e s t  o f  g am es , d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  m aking o rnam en ts  f rom  s c r a p  
m a t e r i a l ,  and p r a c t i c a l  a d v ic e  on sewing and g a rd e n in g *
T h i s  book owes any  m easure  o f  im p o r ta n c e  i t  s t i l l  p o s s e s s e s  t o  t h e  
i l l u s t r a t o r *  T hat p e c u l i a r  German g e n i u s ,  F r a n c i s  f i r a e t e r ,  i l l u s t r a t e d  
i t  w i th  a  s e r i e s  of v i g n e t t e s *  He became a  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d  o f M ar ia  
C h i l d ,  and h i s  work i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r  l a t e r  b o o k s ,  a s  i t  d id  th o s e  o f  
C a t h e r i n e  Sedgwick*
^A lth o u g h  f i v e  y e a r s  h e r  j u n i o r ,  M ar ia  C h i l i  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  
John  G r e e n le a f  W h i t t i e r  i n  t h i s  m a t te r*
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 13
^ P u b l i s h e r * s  B lu r b ,  L e t t e r s  from  brew Y ork ,  p* 7* T h is  w r i t i n g  
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  8 th  e d i t i o n *  ———
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D uring  t h e  same y e a r  Mrs* C h i ld  p u b l i s h e d  The C o r o n a l ,, th© t i t l e
page o f -which announced  i t  t o  be " a  c o l l e c t i o n  of m i s c e l l a n e o u s  p i e c e s ,
w r i t t e n  a t  v a r i o u s  t im e s * ” Most o f  th e  t a l e s  and v e r s e s  c o n ta in e d  had
b een  p r e v i o u s l y  p u b l i s h e d  i n  m ag az in e s  and a n n u a ls*  F i n a n c i a l  n e c e s s i t y
may have  been  a  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  a u th o r * s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e p u b l i s h  a t  t h i s  t im e*
The t a l e s  in c lu d e d  a r e  th© u s u a l  d i d a c t i c a l l y  m o ra l  ones* The v a lu e
o f  t h i s  volume to d a y  r e s t s  w i th  t h «  i n c l u s i o n  o f a few  s h o r t  exam ples  of
M ar ia  C h i l d ’ s p o e t i c  w r i t i n g *  Th© poem w hich  a t t a i n e d  c o n tem p o ra ry  fame
was b a se d  on th© p a i n t i n g ,  by V a n d e r ly n ,  of M ar iu s  s e a t e d  on th e  R u in s
o f  C a r th a g e *  The N o r th  .American Review -w rote t
W® know n o t  t h a t  Mrs* C h i ld  makes p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  p o e t i c  d i s ­
t i n c t i o n ,  b u t  we f r e e l y  s a y  t h a t  she m igh t l a y  c la im  t o  
e x c e l l e n c e  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r ,  and t h a t  w i th  a  good deg ree  
o f  s u c c e s s * * • T h ere  a r e  some l i n e s  by Mrs* C h i l d ,  f u l l  a s  
h ig h  and s t r o n g  p o e t r y  a s  h a s  a p p e a re d  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y ,  and 
f a r  b e t t e r  t h a n  h a l f  o f  t h a t  w hioh  i s  c o n s id e r e d  o r th o d o x  
and u n a p p ro a c h a b le  by  many o f  t h e  s o i - d i - s a n t  ju d g e s  of th e  
a r t  *1
E d g a r  A l la n  Poe i n  t h e  L i t e r a t i  w ro te  o f  M aria  C h i l d ,  " P o e t r y  sh© 
h as  n o t  o f t e n  a t t e m p te d ,  b u t  I  make no doub t t h a t  i n  t h i s  she would e x ­
c e l*  I t  seem s, in d e e d ,  th© l e g i t i m a t e  p ro v in c e  of h e r  f e r v i d  and 
f a n c i f u l  n a t u r e •"
Th® s t a n z a s  w hich  had th© g r e a t e s t  p o p u la r  a p p e a l  and w ere most 
o f t e n  q u o te d  w ere t h e  open ing  ones*
P i l l a r s  a re  f a l l e n  a t  t h y  f e e t ,
F a n e s  q u iv e r  i n  th© a i r ,
A p r o s t r a t e  c i t y  i s  cV s e a t ,  -  
And th o u  a lo n e  a r t  t h e r e *
3-fhe N o r th  A m erican R ev iew ,  XXXVII,  p .  146 
2 ? ° « ,  L i t e r a t i ,  p* 99
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The f o u r t h  s t a n z a  c l e a r l y  shows " h e r  i n t e n s e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of 
g e n iu s  in  o t h e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e x e m p l i fy in g  t h e  f o r c e  o f h e r  p o e t i c  
e x p r e ss io n *” 1
And g e n iu s  h a t h  e l e c t r i c  pow er,
Hfhioh earth  can never tames
B r ig h t  su n s  may s c o r c h ,  and dark  c lo u d s  lo w e r , 
I t s  f l a s h  i s  s t i l l  t h e  sane*
Th® c l o s i n g  s t a n z a  t e l l s  o f  th© im m o rta l  q u a l i t y  w h ich  i s  p o s s e s s e d
by a l l  l i f e i
Y e t  t h e r e  i s  som eth ing  w i l l  n o t  d i e ,
Where l i f e  h a t h  once been  f a i r j
Some t  ow e r i n g  th o u g h t s  s t i l l  r e a r  on h i g h .
Some It oman l i n g e r s  t h e r e  I
P e rh a p s  t h e  m ost fam ous o f  M rs. C h i l d ’ s  p o e t i c a l  w r i t i n g s  i s  one
whioh ev en  to d a y  i s  f a m i l i a r  t o  a lm o s t  e v e r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d .  The s c h o o l
r e a d e r  i s  r a r e  w h ich  does  n o t  i n c l u d e .
Over th© r i v e r  and th ro u g h  t h e  wood 
To g r a n d f a t h e r ’ s  house  we go ;
The h o r s e  knows t h e  way
To c a r r y  t h e  s l e i g h
Through t h e  whit© and  d r i f t e d  snow*
t o  t h e  f i n a l  d e l i g h t f u l .
Over t h e  r i v e r  and t h r o u g h  t h e  wood -  
How grancin o t h e r ’ s  c a p  I  spy!
H u rra h  f o r  th e  fu n I  
I s  t h e  pudding  done?
H u rra h  f o r  t h e  pumpkin p i e i
In  1832 Mrs* C h i ld  began  t h e  e d i t i n g  o f  a  s e r i e s  o f  volum es t o  be 
known as  t h e  L ad ies*  F am ily  L i b r a r y ,  *^hioh w i l l  s u i t  t h e  t a s t e ,  and 
i n t e r e s t  t h e  f e e l i n g s  of women.” 1" The f i r s t  volume was o r i g i n a l l y
^ I b i d . ,  p .  99
2 P u b l i s h e d  by C a r t e r  and Hendee a t  B oston
^L yd ia  C h i l d ,  The B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Madame de S t a e l  and Ka  dame R o la n d . , p .  v i i
a d v e r t i s e d  a s  The B io g r a p h ie s  of Madame de S t a e l  and Madam® Guy on ♦
"Upon r e f l e c t i o n ,  i t  seemed v e r y  in c o n g ru o u s  t o  p l a c e  t o g e t h e r  two 
c h a r a c t e r s  s o  o p p o s i t e ,  t h a t ,  had t h e y  l i v e d  a t  t h e  same p e r i o d ,  t h e y  
n e v e r  would w i l l i n g l y  have rem a in ed  lo n g  i n  e ac h  o t h e r ' s  p r e s e n c e • The 
s p i r i t u a l  Madame Guyon d e s p i s e d  t h e  w o r ld  a s  h e a r t i l y  a s  th® i n t e l l e c t u a l  
Madam© de S t a e l  lo v e d  i t . " 1 The f i n a l  a r ra n g em en t  o f  Volume One was 
t o  i n c lu d e  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  Madame de S t a e l  and Mad an© R o la n d ,  whioh 
th® e d i t o r  f e l t  " w i l l  p ro v e  u n u s u a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e ,  b o t h  on a c c o u n t  of 
t h e i r  own g r e a t  q u a l i t i e s ,  and t h e  v e r y  e x c i t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  © vents  
w i th  w hich  t h e y  a r e  so  i n t i m a t e l y  c o n n e c te d ."  I n  t h e  second  vo lu m e , 
"Madame Guyon w i l l  be a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  p io u s  Lady R u s s e l l ,  w i t h  
whom sh® was more n e a r l y  c o n te m p o ra r y ." ^  P la n s  were mad® f o r  f u r t h e r  
v o lu m e s ,  in c lu d in g *  A n ecd o tes  o f  t h e  Wives of D i s t i n g u i s h e d  Men, 4
c
The l&aployments and C o n d i t io n  of Women i n  V arious  Ages and N a t io n s ,  
in t e n d e d  t o  show t h e  E f f e c t s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  on t h e i r  C h a r a c t e r  and 
S i t u a t i o n ,  Memoirs o f  Lady Fanshaw e,  of Madame L a r o o h e ja q u e ie in ,  P r i n c e s s  
L a m b e l le ,  e tc . " ®
^ I b i d * ,  p .  v i i l  
2 I b i d . ,  p .  v i i  
s i b i d , ,  p .  i x
^ P u b l i s h e d  a s  Good W ives.  B o s to n ,  G a r t e r ,  Sendee  and C o . ,  1833. 
L ad ie s*  F a m ily  L i b r a r y ,  V o l .  I l l
® P ub lished  a s  B r i e f  H is t o r y  o f  t h e  C o n d i t io n  o f  Women, i n  V a r io u s  
Ages and  N a t lo n s
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Th© l e a d i n g  volume o f  t h i s  s e r i e s  i n c l u d e s  b io g r a p h ie s  of Madame de
S t a e l  and badane  R o la n d *1 -h* l i f e  c f  t h e  more c e l e b r a t e d  madam® de
S t a e l  i s  b a se d  on Xiotic© s u r  l a  C a r a e te ^ c  e t  l e s  I- 'Isorits de Madame d®
S t a e l  by Madame K eeker de Saussur© and th e  m a n u s c r ip t s  ~£ L e c tu r e s  on
F ren ch  l i t e r a t u r e  by P r o f e s s o r  George T io k n o r ,  t o  whom t h e  e d i t o r  d e d ic a te d  
2t h e  volume*
A lthough  h i g h l y  colored, p o r t r a i t s  have been  penned o f  t h e  b e a u ty  of 
cjadarae de S t a e l ,  b a r i a  C h i ld  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  d u t i f u l  d a u g h te r  a s  h av in g  
"none o f  th e  u s u a l  p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  be c a l l e d  a handsome woman; b u t  t h e r e  
was an i n t e l l e c t u a l  s p le n d o r  a b o u t h e r  f a c e  t h a t  a r r e s t e d  and r i v e t e d  
a t t e n t io n * " * ”’
M ad em o ise l le  P e c k e r  sh o re d  h e r  f a t h e r ’ s e x i l e  i n  S w i tz e r l a n d  a t
t h o s e  p e r io d s  when he was o u t  of f a v o r , ^  b u t  i t  was d u r in g  h e r  s t a y  
i n  th e  b r i l l i a n t  c i r c l e s  c f  P a r i s  4:h a t  h e r  " re m a rk a b le  and o b v io u s  
s u p e r i o r i t y  c o u ld  n o t  be c h e e r f u l l y  t o l e r a t e d  by  t h e  narrow-mind®d and 
t h e  s e l f i s h , * ^  f o r  whi 1© she "m igh t have been  f o r g iv e n  f o r  b e in g  t h e  
r i c h e s t  h e i r e s s  i n  t h e  k ingdom ; t h e y  c o u ld  n o t  p a rd o n  t h e  f a s c i n a t i o n  
o f  t a l e n t ,  t h u s  e c l i p s i n g  b e a u ty  and. overshadow ing  rank#  " 6 F o r ,  a s  
T‘' r s *  C h i ld  s a g e l y  re m a rk e d ,  "The power o f  i n t e l l e c t  i s  bo rne  w i th  l e s s
^ L y d ia  C h i l d ,  The £ i o g r a p h i e s  o f  Madame de S t a e l  and  ■ Tadame P o la n d
'p lb id  » ,  p* 109
3 I b i d . ,  p .  17
^Irs 1781 and 1789 ¥ •  N e e l s r  was d is m is se d  from  h i s  p o s t  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  
b u t  e ac h  t im e  he was r e c a l l e d *  " i n  Septem ber of 1790 l le c k e r  r e s ig n e d  a f t e r  
a  n o i s y  mob had  tw ic e  demanded h i s  d i s m i s s a l . ” E .D . B ra d y ,  A S h o r t  H i s t o r y
of t h e  P ren o h  R e v o l u t i o n *
®Lydla C h i l d ,  The Bi o g r a p h ie s  o f  Madame de S t a e l  and Madame R o la n d ,  p .  20
p a t i e n c e  t h a n  th e  t y r a n n y  of w e a l th ;  f o r  g e n iu s  c a n n o t , l i k e  money, ha 
1 o a red  a t  s i x  p s r c a n t T h u s  Mrs* C h i ld  a c c o u n ts  f o r  t h e  i l l - n a t u r e d  
s t o r i e s  to  t h e  d is p a ra g e m e n t  o f  -Mademoiselle t i i i c h  c i r c u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  
amusement o f  a l l  P a r i s *
In  1736 a  m a r r ia g e  of p o l i c y  was a r r a n g e d  b e tw een  ’M adem oiselle  N ecker 
and Eric-rM agnus, Baron de S t a e l  H o l s t e i n ,  a  Sw edish  nob lem an , s e c r e t a r y  t o  
t h e  em bassador from  t h e  c o u r t  o f  Stockholm*,. Th© m a r r ia g e  was no t  a  s u c ­
c e s s *  P la r ia  C h i ld  who d e p lo r e d  m a r r i a g e s  o f  co n v en ie n c e  w r o t e ,  wThus 
th© p r o j e c t o r s  of t h i s  m a tch  m et t h e  u s u a l  f a t e  o f  t h o s e ,  who a t te m p t  
t o  t h w a r t  n a t u r e ,  and t a k e  d e s t i n y  b u t  o f  t h e  hands o f  P ro v id e n c e s  i t  
n o t  on l y  ma d© t h e  p a r t i e s  w r e tc h e d ,  b u t  i t  d id  n e t  even  s e rv e  t h e  am- 
b i t  l o n e  p u rp o se s  f o r  w hich  t h e  s a c r i f i c e  i s  supposed  t o  have been  mad©*” " 
Madame de S t a e l ’ s  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  i s  c o n s id e r e d  i n  some d e t a i l *
H er e d u c a t i o n  p re p a re d  h e r  t o  b e g in  h e r  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  young* The f i r s t  
o f  h e r  many w r i t i n g s  was S o p h ia ,  o r  S e c r e t  S e n t im e n ts  p u b l i s h e d  when she  
was b u t  tw e n ty -o n e  y e a r s  o f  age* Her t r a g e d y  of Lady Jan© G rey ,  p u b l i s h e d  
i n  17 8 7 , had  c o n s i d e r a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n *  Of h e r  e a r l y  w r i t i n g s  M ar ia  C h ild  
re m a rk s  s
To t h e  w o rld  t h e y  a r e  o b j e c t s  of c u r i o s i t y ,  a s  th© f i r s t  r e c o r d s
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  mind*** Her drecras were w r i t t e n
i n  v e r s e ;  bu t sha n e v e r  a f t e r  a t t e m p te d  p o e t r y ,  e x c e p t  some
s l i g h t  e f f o r t  f o r  amusement* Mar v ig o r o u s  and r a p i d  mind was
a  l i t t l e  im p a t i e n t  u n d e r  t h e  tram m els  o f  F re n c h  v e r s i f i c a t i o n *
In  p r o s e ,  she was n o t  co m p e lled  t o  s a c r i f i c e  o r i g i n a l i t y  and 
f ree d o m ; and i n  th ro w in g  away h e r  f e t t e r s  she  l o s t  n o th in g  b u t  
rhym e, f o r  h e r  s o u l  pou red  i n t o  p ro s e  a l l  i t s  w e a l th  o f  p o e try * ^
M rs .  C h i l d  d e fe n d s  th e  " E s s a y  on th© P a s s io n s "  and th e  c e l e b r a t e d
" E s s a y  on L i t e r a t u r e * "  The p o r t r a y a l  i n  th e  fo rm er  o f  t o o  d a r k  and
l u r i d  a  p i c t u r e  o f  human mind I s  ex cu se d  by " t h e  p e c u l i a r  c i r c u m s ta n c e s
o f  th e  t im e s  i n  w hich  sh© l i v e d ,  a c t i n g  on h e r  a r d e n t  f e e l i n g s  and p o w e rfu l
im a g in a t io n * " *  The l a t e r  by  i t s  v e r y  scop© " l e d  h e r  i n t o  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,
and m i s t a k e s  i n  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  work} i t  ' s ,  how ever, a  b e a u t i f u l  w h o le ,
and d e s e r v e d ly  p la c e d  h e r  in  th e  f i r s t  r a n k  among t h e  w r i t e r s  of h e r  age*
I n  r e v ie w in g  C o r ln n a ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1802, ” adame de S t a e l  i s  compared w i th
R o u sseau  and Byron i n  t h a t  she "w rote  from t h e  im p u ls e s  of h e r  own h e a r t ,
and th r e w  acm eth ing  o f  h e r s e l f  I n t o  a l l  h e r  f i c t i o n * "
T h ro u g h o u t t h e  volume a  h ig h  m o ra l  to n e  i s  m a i n t a i n e d ,  Me m en tio n
i s  made o f  B enjam in C o n s t a n t ,  th© l o v e r  of Madame de S t a e l ,  b u t  th e
p o r t r a y a l  i s  r a t h e r  o f  a  d u t i f u l  d a u g h te r  who:
I f  we a r e  d i s p o s e d  to  blame h e r  e a g e r n e s s  f o r  a l l  k in d s  o f  d i s ­
t i n c t i o n ,  we m u s t  remember t h a t  h e r  a m b i t io u s  p a r e n t s  e d u c a te d  
h e r  f o r  d i s p l a y ,  and t h a t  she was endowed w i t h  t a l e n t s  w hich 
mad© e v e r y  e f f o r t  a  v i c t o r y *  I f  t h e r e  i s  much t o  f o r g i v e ,  t h e r e  
i s  more t o  ad m ire s  and few w i l l  c e n s u r e  h e r ,  i f  none s p ea k  
h a r s h l y  b u t  t h o s e  who have h&d e q u a l  t e m p ta t io n s *  Th® most 
p a r t i a l  c an n o t  deny t h a t  she  had many f a u l t s ;  b u t  t h e y  a r e  so  
c o n s e c r a t e d  by  u n r i v a l l e d  g e n i u s ,  b y  k i n d n e s s ,  d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s ,  
and c a n d o r ,  t h a t  we a r e  w i l l i n g  t  l e t  th© v e i l  of o b l iv io n  
r e s t  upon them f o r e v e r ,  an d  t o  remember o n ly  t h a t  no woman was 
e v e r  g i f t e d  w i t h  a  c l e a r e r  h e a d ,  or a  b e t t e r  h e a r t *4
T h is  volume i n c l u d e s  th© l i f e  of a n o th e r  r e v o l u t i o n i s t ,  Madame
R oland* I t  i s ,  on th© w h o le ,  a more i n t e r e s t i n g  b io g ra o h y  ■han t h a t  of
1I b l d * , p* 37 
2 I b i d . ,  p .  39
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Madame de S t a e l*  Onoe a g a in  Mrs* C h i l d  b e g in s  w i t h  th e  e a r l y  l i f e  and 
e d u c a t io n  o f  h e r  s u b je c t*
.Much o f  M ar ia  C h i l d ’ s own c o n c e rn  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  g u id a n c e ,  t o g e t h e r  
w i th  h e r  a n ta g o n ism  tow ard  th e  c h u rc h  o f  Rome, was r e v e a l e d  in  h e r  com­
ment on Madame R o la n d ’ s r e l i g i o u s  s p e c u l a t i o n *
Th© in f l u e n c e s  a ro u n d  Madame R oland  s e r v e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
d a rk n e s s  b ro u g h t  upon h e r  by w o rs h ip  o f  h e r  own i n t e l l e c t *
Sh© became a D e i s t ;  and som etim es s h a re d  t h e  A t h e i s t ’ s i n ­
c r e d u l i t y *  *• The f a b l e s  and  a b s u rd  c e r e m o n ie s ,  w i th  w hich  
t h e  c h u rc h  of Rome had become lo a d ed  in  t h e  c o u rse  of c e n ­
t u r i e s ,  no  do u b t had t h e i r  s h a r e  in  d i s t u r b i n g  th e  e a r l y  
f a i t h  o f  Madame Roland*-*-
Having d i s c u s s e d  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  c r i s i s ,  t h e  a u th o r  d i s m is s e s  t h i s  n p a i n f u l
and u n p ro f i tab le* * *  s u b j e c t  w i th  th e  p io u s  hope t h a t  Madame R o lan d * s  i r -
rt
r e l i g i o n  "was more i n  h e r  h e a l  th a n  h e r  h e a r t * ”
M aria  C h i ld  ap p ro v ed  Madame R o la n d ’ s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of th e  v e r y  common
b u t e r ro n e o u s  i d e a  t h a t  when she  l e f t  s c h o o l  e d u c a t io n  was com ple ted*
T hroughou t h e r  l i f e ,  "sh© c o n t in u e d  t o  re a d  and s tu d y  and n e v e r  n e g l e c t e d
«4an o p p o r t u n i t y  of l e a r n i n g  a n y th in g *  When an a p p r o p r i a t e  age was r e a c h e d ,  
many s u i t o r s  f o r  t h e  hand o f  M adem oise l le  P h i l i p a n  a p p ea red ,.  Her f a t h e r ,  
who " t h o u g h t  more of money t h a t  any  o th e r  c o n s id e r a t io n " ®  -sms a n x io u s  
t h a t  " h i s  d a u g h te r  sh o u ld  m a rry  a t h r i v i n g  man o f  b u s in e s s * ” M adem oise lle
P h i 11 non , h ow ever , r e f u s e d  a l l  p r o p o s a l s  u n t i l  i n  1779 , a t  th e  age o f
3-Ibid*, P* 141
2 X b id ., P* 141
® Ib id * , P* 141
4 I b i d * , p . 141
^ I b i d * , p* 151
6I b i d « , P* 151
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t w e n t y - f i v e ,  she  m a r r ie d  Jean-M ari©  R o land  de l a  P l a t i e r © ,  an l a p r o v e r i s h e d
y o u n g e s t  son  of an o p u le n t  f a m ily *  A d a u g h te r#  Bud o r a ,  m s  bo rn  t o  them
and became t h e  c e n t e r  of h e r  m o th e r ’ s  l i f e *  The e d u c a t io n  of a  c h i l d  and
h o u s e h o ld  c a r e s  were n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  e n e r g i e s  o f  - adame
R oland*  Of h e r s e l f #  Madam® R oland  w ro te*
H ouseho ld  c a r e s  I  n e v e r  n e g l e c t e d ;  b u t  I  c a n n o t  com prehend how 
a woman o f  m ethod and a c t i v i t y  can  have h e r  a t t e n t i o n  e n g ro s s e d  
by  them ** . P eo p le  who know how t o  employ th e m se lv e s*  a lw ays f i n d  
l e i s u r e  moments, w h i le  th o s e  who do n o th in g  a r e  f o r e v e r  i n  a  
h u r r y * •* I  t h i n k  a  w ife  sh o u ld  s u p e r in t e n d  e v e r y th in g  h e r s e l f #  
w i th o u t  s ay in g  a  word about i t ;  and w i th  su ch  command o f tem per#  
and management o f  t im e#  as  w i l l  l e a v e  h e r  t h e  means o f  p le a s in g  
by h e r  good-huwor# i n t e l l i g e n c e #  anti t h e  g r a c e  n a t u r a l  t o  h e r  
sex*^
T h i s  was in d e e d  th e  p h i lo s o p h y  by  whioh Mrs* C h i ld  was a b le  t o  car© f o r  h e r
h o u se h o ld  and c a r r y  on h e r  e x t e n s iv e  w r i t i n g s *
Such i s  t h e  b io g ra p h y  o f  Madame R oland* T o ld  w i t h  u n d e r s t a n d in g  and
deep sympathy# i t  r e v e a l s  much o f  woman ana h e r  p la c e #  a s  h e ld  by Mrs*
C h ild *  In  summary she w r i t e s  o f  Madame R o la n d ;
I  r e s p e c t  and adm ire  a lm o s t  e v e r y  p o i n t  i n  ’/adame R oland*a  
c h a r a c t e r *  I  lo v e  h e r  f o r  p r e f e r r i n g  t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  n a tu r e #  
and th e  q u i e t  h a p p in e s s  o f  d o m es t ic  l i f e ,  t o  a l l  t h e  g l i t t e r ­
in g  e x c i t e m e n t s  of s o c i e t y ;  1 r e v e r e  t h e  s t r i c t n e s s  of h e r  
m o ra l  p r i n c i p l e s ,  th© p u r i t y  of h e r  i n t e n t i o n s  and t h e  p e r f e c t  
r e c t i t u d e  of h e r  c o n d u c t ;  I  adm ire  t h e  v ig o r o u s  a c t i v i t y  o f  
h e r  mind# h e r  u n y ie ld in g  f o r t i t u d e #  and h e r  u n i fo rm  r e g a r d  
f o r  t r u t h *  I  warmly s y m p a th ise  w i t h  h e r  e n th u s te m s  f o r  
l i b e r t y #  h e r  h a t r e d  o f  o p p re s s io n #  and h e r  con tem pt f o r  th© 
in s o l e n c e  of r a n k *2
The f a c e t o of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  Madam© R o lan d  w hich  m eet w i t h  d i s a p p r o v a l  
a r e  e x p r e s s e d  w i th  e q u a l  c a n d o r ;
•̂Ifcid * * p* 251 
2 I b i d . ,  p .  255
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But I  c o n f e s s  X am som etim es  s t a r t l e d  by t h e  f i e r c e n e s s  and
b o ld n e s s  of h e r  e x p r e s s io n s *  I  would have  had h e r  more com­
p a s s i o n a t e  to w a rd  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  p e o p le ,  whose h a u g h ty  co n ­
d e s c e n s io n  so  w e l l  d e se rv e d  h e r  c o o l  con tem pt*  A f t e r  a l l ,  
i r o n - h e a r t e d  c o n s i s t e n c y  i s  a  q u a l i t y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  adm ire  
i n  woman#-*-
I n  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  i s  em bodied t h e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f M a r ia  C h i l d ,  who was 
f i r s t  a  woman d e v o te d  t o  humble h o u seh o ld  c a r e s  and o n ly  s e c o n d ly  a  p u b l i c  
f i g u r e *  C on tem porary  a c c o u n t s  s t r e s s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no  h e lp  was employed 
i n  t h e  C h i l d ’ s home f ro m  t h e  f i r s t  s m a l l  q u a r t e r s  i n  B oston  t o  h s r  f i n a l  
r e t i r e m e n t  a t  l?ayland*° Berth t h e s e  d w e l l in g s  were u n p r e t e n t i o u s ,  sand 
th® m anner o f  l i v i n g  p l a in *  While Mrs* C h i ld  was c o n s id e r e d  an e x p e r t  
i n  t h e  a r t  o f  c o o k e ry  and was a lw ay s  a l e r t  t o  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  sav e  
m oney, i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a s  l i t t l e  t im e  a s  p o s s i b l e  was u se d  i n  t h e s e  
mundane a f f a i r s ,  p e rh a p s  a s  l i t t l e  a s  baaame R o lan d * s  tw o h o u rs  d a i ly *
Th® re m a in in g  h o u rs  of t h e  day  were u sed  i n  w r i t i n g  and  i n  good works* 
■Evenings w ere s p e n t  i n  r e a d in g  w ha t she  had w r i t t e n  t o  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  
and s u b m i t t in g  i t  t o  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  and s u g g e s t io n #  T h i s  q u i e t  d o m e s t ic
h a p p in e s s  s u r ro u n d e d  by  t h e  b e a u ty  of n a tu r e  was th e  f i r s t  d e s i r e  of
Mrs* C h i l d ,  and p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  Maclaine R o land  was t o  h e r  a  
more s y m p a th e t ic  c h a r a c t e r  f o r  s tu d y  th e n  t h e  more s o c i a l l y  a m b i t io u s  
Madam© ds S t a e l *
Th® seco n d  volume o f  t h e  L ad ie s*  F am ily  L i b r a r y ,  was p u b l i s h e d  in
418 3 2 , and e n t i t l e d  Th© B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Lady Ru s s e l l  and Madame g u y o n »
1 I b l d , ,  p* 256
^See H a r p e r ’ s M ag a z in e ,  LXXXI, p* 720
3 Ses Hew E ngland  M agaz ine ,  n*s*  I I ,  p* 411
^ L y d la  C h i l d ,  Th® B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Lady R u s s e l l  and Madame Guyon,  
E d in b u rg h !  T* C l a r k ,  1836* WThe S tu d e n t  *s  C a b in e t  L i b r a r y  o f  U s e f u l  
T r a c t s ,  I I I ,  no* 4
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T h i s  volume seems on t h e  'whole more s u c c e s s f u l  t h a n  th e  f i r s t  o n e ,  The 
B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Madame de S t a e l  and Madame B o la n d ,  p e rh a p s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  th© f i r s t  s u b j e c t  i s  nor© s y m p a th e t ic  t o  t h e  au thor*©  i n t e r e s t s *
Lady R a c h e l  B u s s e l l  i s  th e  E n g l i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t  o f Madame R oland i n  t h a t  
each  was t o  have h e r  husband  t r i e d  by th© h i g h e s t  t r i b u n a l  of th e  l a n d  
f o r  c o n s p i r a c y  a g a i n s t  th© governm ent* Lady R u s s e l l ,  h o w e v er ,  n e v e r  
knew th® h o r r o r  o f  p r i s o n  and e x e c u t i o n  a s  d id  Madame R o la n d .  Each  pu t 
f o r t h  h e r  g r e a t e s t  e f f o r t  t o  c l e a r  t h e  name o f  h e r  husband* Lady R u s s e l l ,  
d u r in g  t h e  f o r t y  y e a r s  by w hieh  she  s u r v iv e d  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  was f o r t u n a t e  
t o  have h i s  name c o m p le te ly  v i n d i c a t e d *  I n  © lo s in g ,  M ar ia  C h i ld  rem a rk s  
on th© y e a r s  o f  widowhood w hich  Lady R u s s e l l  p a s se d  i n  r e t i r e m e n t ,  n a  
w eary  p i lg r im a g e  f o r  one whose h e a r t  was e v e r  w i th  him* B le s s e d  be God, 
w© b e l i e v e  i n  a  h e a v e n ly  home, where h e r  pur© and q u i e t  s p i r i t  has  gone
t o  e n jo y  an e t e r n a l  union**1*
Th® b io g ra p h y  o f  .Madam® Guyon i s  an u n u s u a l  on®, d e a l in g  w i th  th® 
l i f e  s t o r y  o f  a  d ev o u t  Roman C a t h o l i c  r e a r e d  i n  t h e  s t r i c t  d i s o i p l i n a  of 
t h a t  ch u rch *  Sh® w a s ,  f i f t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t o  be i r a p r ia io n e  <3 i n  th© B a s t i l l e  
on th© g ro u n d s  of h e r e s y ,  a s  an a p o l o g i s t  f o r  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  of th© Q u i e t i s t e *  
T h is  s e c t  of m y s t i c s ,  w hioh  a p p e a re d  i n  s e v e n te e n th  c e n t u r y  F r a n c e ,  b e ­
l i e v e d  i n  t h e  a n n i h i l a t i o n  of th® s e n s e s  c o n t r a r y  t o  th e  Roman C a th o l ic  
b e l i e f  i n  t h e  r a t i o n a l  powers of man* Th® d ead en in g  of th© s e n s e s ,  w h ich  
i s  tli© e s s e n c e  of th© p h i lo s o p h y  of t h e  Q u i e t i e t s ,  i s  th© a n t i t h e s i s  o f  
m an*8 m o ra l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  d e v e lo p  h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s *  M ar ia  C h ild  b a s e s
^ Ib id * , p* 137
h e r  b io g ra p h y  on t h e  a u to b i o g r a p h i c a l  L i f e  and R e l i g i o u s  E x p e r ie n c e  cef 
Mad acne Guyon and La T ie  da M* jd© P e n s io n ,  Archevequ® Due do C am brai#
On th e  m a t e r i a l  p l a n e ,  th© s t o r y  of th e  u n h a p p in e s s  o f  Madame Guyon*•
t
c a r r i a g e  and h e r '  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  F a t h e r  LaCombo and t h e  Abbe F e l e l o n ,  a r e  
b o ld  i n  'nor own w ords a s  i s  h e r  s p i r i t u a l  l i f a  w i t h  i t s  m e l o n s  and  
e c s t a s i e s ,  i t s  a b n e g a t io n s  and pen&noes*
I’he hynms and s p i r i t u a l  poems o f  had  an© Guyon a r e  p r a i s e d  a s  " f u l l  
o f  d e v o t i o n a l  f e r v o r ,  and th© v e r s i f i c a t i o n  I s  f r e e  and f lo w in g * w^ -h e s e  
have b s a n  t r a n s l a t e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h  p o e t ,  Y flll iam  Cowper#
W ith  a d m ira b le  r e s t r a i n t  I r s *  C h i ld  r e f r a i n s  f ro m  any cennerrb on 
t h i s  b io g ra p h y *  Only i n  c l o s i n g  d o e s  she rem arks
I  have t h u s  e n d e a v o re d  t o  g iv e  a  f a i t h f u l  p o r t r a i t  of on© of
t h e  most re m a rk a b le  o f  t h e  M y s t ic s#  1 have no t deemed i t  
e i t h e r  n e c e s s a r y ,  o r  u s e f u l ,  t o  in fo rm  t h e  r e a d e r  w hat ap ­
p e a re d  t o  me b e a u t i f u l ,  o r  what a p p e a re d  absu rd#  I t  i s  
e v id e n t  t h a t  Madame Guyon s i n c e r e l y  w is h e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  
Lord i n  t h e  p a th  of r e g e n e r a t i o n ;  th o u g h  she was o f t  an l o s t  
i n  d a r k n e s s ,  and s t i l l  mors f r e q u e n t l y  b ew ild ered  i n  t h e
d a s i l i n g  l i g h t  of h e r  own e n th u s i a s m • I  le a v e  my r e a d e r s
t o  ju d g e  o f  h e r  a c c o r d in g  t o  t h e i r  own o p in io n s *
I f  rum or e v e r  s u l l i e d  t h e  m a r r ia g e  o f  Lyd ie  M ar ia  and David C h i l d ,
t h e  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  M a r r ie d  fiomens B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Good Wives s h o u ld  one® 
and f o r e v e r  s i l e n c e  i t *  By w r i t i n g  a d e d i c a t i o n  t o  h e r  h u s b an d ,  d e s c r i b ­
in g  him a s  **one who, th r o u g h  e v e r y  v i c i s s i t u d e  h a s  fo u n d  i n  h i s  k in d n e s s  
and w o r th  h e r  p u r e s t  h a p p i n e s s ,  and  m ost c o n s t a n t  i n c e n t i v e  t o  d u ty , 11 
Mrs# C h i l d ,  a f t e r  n e a r l y  f i f t y  y e a r s  o f  m a r r i a g e ,  e x p r e s s e d  h e r  p e r f e c t  
c o n te n tm e n t  and h a p p in e s s  i n  h e r  m a r r ie d  s t a t e *
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O r i g i n a l l y  t o  have been  e n t i t l e d  The Wives o f  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  e n ,
th® t i t l e  was changed  s i n c e  wG re a t  men have had bad w iv e s j  and i t  seemed
u n d e s i r a b l e  t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  memory o f  such*” *
W ith th© f r a n k n e s s  ed .th  w hich  sh© a lw ays  f a c e d  c r i t i c i s m  she w r i t e s
i n  h e r  P r e f a c e j
I  have been  t o l d  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  m o r a l i z e  en o u g h , or e x p l a i n  
my own o p in io n s  w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  f u l l n e s s #  To t h i s  1 can  
o n ly  a n sw e r ,  t h a t  I  sen d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  m inds o f  o t h e r s ,  n o t  
my own* I t  seems t o  ra© t h a t  t h e  b e a u ty  o f  b io g r a p h y  c o n s i s t s  
i n  s i m p l i c i t y ,  c l e a r n e s s  and b r e v i t y *  X w ish  t o  g iv e  f a i t h ­
f u l  p o r t r a i t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and l e a v e  my r « t u d r s  i n  f reedom  
t o  a n a ly z e  t h e i r  e x p r e s s io n * ^
Th® good w ives  s e l e c t e d  f o r  b i o g r a p h i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  rang© i n  h i s t o r ­
i c a l  t im e s  from  a n c i e n t  G reece  and Rome t o  B r i t i s h  m a t ro n s  who accom panied  
t h e i r  h u sb an d s  t o  t h e  A m erican c o lo n ie s *  Of A m erican w iv e s  i n  th® R e p u b l ic  
t h e r e  ar© no e x a m p le s ,  b e c a u se  w h i le  t h e r e  a r e  many "who have d i s c h a rg e d  
th© d u t i e s  o f  t h i s  im p o r ta n t  r e l a t i o n  i n  a  m anner w o rth y  o f th e  h i g h e s t
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p r a i s e ” y e t ,  ” t h a t  s t r o n g  f e a r  of r i d i c u l e ,  w h ich  i s  th© i n e v i t a b l e  r e ­
s u l t  of  r e p u b l i c i a n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  h a s  made u s  r a t h e r  shy  o f p u b l i c l y  e x ­
p r e s s i n g  our a t t a c h m e n ts  i n  g lo w in g  t e r m s j  i n  our d i s t r u s t  o f  F re n c h
«4e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  we a p p ro a c h  th e  o p p o s i t e  ex trem e*
M a r ia  C h i ld  was f r a n k l y  a  ro m a n t ic  s e n t i m e n t a l i s t  when d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  
m a r r i e d  s t a t e  * She a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  such  a  c h a r g e  would be b ro u g h t  a g a i n s t  
h e r*  I n  answ er she w r o te j
L y d ia  C h i l d $ M a r r ie d  Wcmeni B jo g ra p h ie s  o f  Good W ives ,  p* 3
2l b i d * . P* 9
3 I b i d . , P« 10
4 i b i d . , P» 11
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I t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  I  have som eth ing  o f w hat t h e  w orld  c a l l s  by  
t h i s  name* ( r o m a n t ic  s e n t i m e n t a l i s t )  and I  s h a l l  p r o b a b ly  r e ­
t a i n  i t  a s  long  a s  I  l i v e *  I  am more a f r a i d  o f  b e l i e v i n g  t o o  
l i t t l e ,  t h a n  o f  b e l i e v i n g  to o  mu oh* and have no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  
s & c r i f i o e  h a p p in e s s  t o  p h i lo s o p h y *  In  a  word* I  l i k e  s u p e r ­
s t i t i o n  b e t t e r  th a n  s c e p t i c i s m *  and remanoe b e t t e r  t h a n  p o l ic y * ^
Such a c h a rg e  c o u ld  n o t  be  a v o id e d  on t h e  p a r t  o f  an a u t h o r  who co u ld  w r i t e *
D om estic  lo v e  i s  th e  o n ly  r o s e  w© have l e f t  o f p a r a d i s e *  A la s  I 
t h a t  w o rd ly  p rudence  s h o u ld  s c o r n f u l l y  o a s t  i t  away* k e e p in g  o n ly  
t h e  th o r n *  a s  a  memento t h a t  th e  l o v e l y  b lossom  c a n  e x i s t  i n  a  
s i n f u l  w orld*
A w ife  e n d u r in g  p o v e r ty  and th e  l o s s  of h e r  c h i l d  i s  no t  w i th o u t  con­
s o l a t i o n *  f o r  " i t  i s  n o t  t h e  power of f a t e  t o  make a  t r u e - h e a r t e d  woman 
m is e r a b l e *  w h i l e  she  i s  b l e s s e d  w i th  t h e  lo v e  and c o n f id e n c e  of a  k in d  
h u s b a n d •" 3
P ru d en ce  was n e v e r  a  v i r tu ®  sh© adm ired* When a d v i s e d  t o  be p ru d e n t
by  h e r  b r o t h e r  d u r in g  t h e  i n t e n s e  e x c i t e m e n t  i n  New York i n  1034* she
so o rn e d  t o  do so* I n  p r a i s e  o f  M a r t in  L u th e r  f o r  h i s  b o ld  and  z e a lo u s
a c t s  a g a i n s t  " t h e  I n s u p p o r t a b l e  t y r a n n y  and g r o s s  c o r r u p t i o n s  o f  t h e  C hurch
o f  R r e , ” ^  she  e x p r e s s e s  h e r  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  t im id  and t h e  c a u t i o u s
f a l l  i n t o  t h e  ra n k s  when t h e  d an g er  i s  over* and o f t e n  sh are  the tr ium ph*
b u t  what t h e  w orld  c a l l s  th e  f p ru d e n t  man* would n e v e r  an sw er f o r  a
5
p io n e e r  i n  t h e  cau se  o f  c i v i l  or r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y *
F a i t h f u l n e s s *  even t o  re m a in in g  w i t h  h e r  husband  u n t i l  h i s  d e a th  by  
p u b l i c  e x e c u t io n  on t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  t o r t u r e  w heel * a s  d id  G e r t ru d e
P* 12
2 I b i d . * p* 64
Ib id *  * P* 86
^ I b id *  * p* 128 
5I b i d . ,  p* 129
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V o n d e rw a r t ,*  i s  e x p e c te d  of t h i s  ex em p la ry  g ro u p  o f  women* S u i c i d e ,
r a t h e r  th a n  an  e n f o r c e d  u n f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  i s  n o t  h a r s h l y  ju d g e d  by the
a u th o r  i n  th© c a s e  of P a n th e a ,  -wife o f  A b r a d t a s ,  f o r ,  ” sh# H ire d  b e f o r e
t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  g o s p e l  had dawned upon th© w o r ld j  and i n  thos©  s t e r n
t i m e s ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e ,  u n d e r  su ch  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  was deemed a  sub lim e  
2
v i r t u e  •"
S e l i n a ,  c o u n te s s  o f  H u n t in g d o n ,  r e c e i v e s  due p r a i s e  f o r  h e r  " t r a n q u i l ,
3
meek d i g n i ty *  Among h e r  many v i r t u e s  was a  c o m p le te  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  
w o r ld  o f  f a s h io n *  Such a r e a c t i o n  t o  f a s h i o n  d i c t a t e s  was sh a re d  b y  t h e  
a u th o r*  The c o u n te s s *  g e n e r o s i t y  i n  b e s to w in g  "more t h e n  one h u n d red
4
th o u s a n d  pounds i n  a c t s  o f  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  b e n e v o le n c e  i s  a n o th e r  
f a c e t  o f  c h a r a c t e r  w h ic h ,  w i t h i n  h e r  more s l e n d e r  m e an s ,  M ar ia  C h i ld  
em ula ted*
C o u p le s  so  d ev o ted  a s  t o  p o s s e s s  a  " s t r a n g e  sympathy o f  n a t u r e "  w hioh 
c a u s e s  t h e  on® t o  d i e  a t  th e  h o u r  of t h e  o th e r  * s  d e a th  a r e ,  a s  were Lord 
and  Lady B i r o n ,  a n c e s t o r s  of t h e  p o e t ,  m ost f o r t u n a t e  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  sav e d  
free :  a  l i f e ,  "whose b i t t e r e s t  p o r t i o n  i s  a  widowed h ea r t* "®
The s im p le  r u r a l  l i f e  so  d e a r  t o  M aria  C h i ld  was w ish ed  f o r  by  many 
wcmen whose husbands*  l i f e  work to o k  th e n  i n t o  an  o s t e n t a t i o u s  way o f  
l i f e *  W hile  Lord  and Lady Fansh&w® were l i v i n g  i n  m a g n i f ic e n c e  a t  t h e  c o u r t  
o f  S p a in ,  " th e y  o f t e n  s ig h e d  f o r  a  c o u n t r y  r e s i d e n c e  i n  E n g la n d *"6
1 I b i d »  , PP • 164-169
2 I b i d . , p . 175
^ I b i  c * , p . 211
4 I b i d . , P* 210
® I b i d * , P* 53
6 I b i d * , P* 107
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T h i s  volum e was p u b l i s h e d  i n  1835 by  C a r t e r  and Heads© as t h e  t h i r d  
volum e o f t h e  L ad ies*  F a m ily  L ib ra r y *  I t  m et w i th  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u c c e s s ,  
h av in g  gone t h r o u g h  s i x  e d i t i o n s  by  1BS5 and c o n t in u in g  t o  b© r e v i s e d  
a f t e r  1871* I t  i s  a  c u r i o u s  vo lum e, c o n t a i n i n g  th© b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  s an e  
f o r t y  women5 t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b i o g r a p h i e s  v a r y in g  i n  l e n g t h  from  a  few  w ords  
t o  a  l e n g t h y  d i s c u s s io n *  T hese  b i o g r a p h i e s  embody t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
a  happy m a r r ia g e  w h ich  Mrs* C h i l d  f e l t  w ere  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  th© c o n t in u a n c e  
o f  t h a t  happy s t a t e *  T hroughou t th® volume th© v i r tu ©  o f  ob ed ien ce  i s  
p r a i s e d  most h ig h ly *  W hile sh© f i m l y  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  women, 
M ar ia  C h i ld  was n o t  an a d v o c a te  o f  women’ s  r i g h t s  a s  such*  A lth o u g h  
sh® was th© f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  of h e r  p a r t i c u l a r  f a m i l y ,  sh© a lw ays  a c t e d  
o n ly  a f t e r  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  h e r  h u sb an d ,  whom sh© a lw ay s  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  
l e a d e r  o f  t h e  d e s t i n i e s  o f  t h e  f a m i ly *  F r a n k ly  and  avow edly  th© a u th o r  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t o  have  a  k in d  and u n d e r s t a n d in g  husband m s  th® g r e a t e s t  
g i f t  t h a t  heaven  a f f o r d e d  a  m o r ta l  woman* She f u r t h e r  f e l t  t h a t  she  
p e r s o n a l l y  had b®en so  b le s s e d  b y  d i v i n e  p ro v id e n c e  and d id  n o t ,  a s  i s  
shown i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h i s  v o lu m e , he s i t  a  e t o  show t o  a l l  th® w orld  
th© e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h i s  deep and l a s t i n g  a f f e c t i o n *
T h a t su ch  & book had p r a c t i c a l  v a lu e  a s  g iv in g  s p l e n d i d  exam ples  
w hioh  m igh t be  f o l lo w e d  by co n tem p o ra ry  r e a d e r s  m s  s u g g e s te d  by th® 
S o u th e rn  P a t r i o t * 11 We commend,” i t s  c r i t i c  w r o te ,  “t h i s  p l e a s i t ^  c o l l e c ­
t i o n  t o  a l l  t h o s e  women who a r e  a m b i t i o u s ,  l i k e  i t s  s u b j e c t s ,  t o  become 
good tri .vas . " 1
Th© f o u r t h  and f i f t h  volum es o f  t h e  L ad ies*  F am ily  L i b r a r y  w ere  made 
up of r s*  C h i l d ’ s  tw o-volum e B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o n d i t io n  o f  Women,  i n
1
P u b l i s h e r ' s  B lu r b ,  L e t t e r s  from Hew f o r k ,  n* 7
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V a r io u s  Ages an d  N a t io n s * Th® f i r s t ;  volume d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  women o f A sia  
and A f r i c a *  Th® second  volum® was c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  t h e  worsen of Europe* 
A m erica and th© S o u th  Sea  I s l a n d s *
These  b ooks  w ere r e g a r d e d  by th® l e a d e r s  of t h e  Women’ s R ig h t s  move­
ment a s  a  m a jo r  s t e p  i n  t h e  advancem ent o f  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ^  a l th o u g h  a t  
no  t im e  was Mrs* C h i ld  a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  i t *
B o th  volum es er® mere assem blage®  of f a c t *  They b e g in  and end 
a b r u p t l y  and show n o  e v id e n c e  o f  any  a t te m p t  a t  c o r r e l a t i o n  or d e v e lo p ­
ment o f  an u n d e r ly in g  p h ilo so p h y *  The o n ly  p o s s i b l e  us© t h e y  p o s s e s s e d  
was a s  a  s to r e h o u s e  o f  f a c t s  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n  of 
women, b u t  s i n c e  no in d e x  seems t o  have been  c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h e  volum es a r e  
in d e e d  cumbersome t o  use*
C ontem porary  a c c l a i m ,  h o w ev er ,  m et t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  a s  i t  d id  a l l  o f  
t h e  a u t h o r  * a l i t e r a r y  work* F iv e  e d i t i o n s  f o l lo w e d  r a p i d l y *  The l a s t  
e d i t i o n  c a r r i e d  th® h a l f  t i t l e  * F r a n c i s  and  Company’ s C a b in e t  L i b r a r y  o f  
C h o ice  Pres© and P o e try *
One o f th© m ost s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Mrs* C h i l d ’ s  w r i t i n g s  
was th© e a s e  w i th  w h ich  she t u r n e d  f rom  f i c t i o n a l  p o r t r a y a l s  t o  t h e  mere 
p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of l i t e r a t u r e *  F i n a n c i a l  n e c e s s i t y  co m p e l led  h e r  t o  
c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h i s  l e s s  c o n g e n ia l  ty p e  o f  w r i t i n g *  W hile  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
t h e  i d e a l ,  she was f o r c e d  t o  c o n c e rn  h e r s e l f  w i th  th e  a c t u a l *  These p r a c ­
t i c a l  volum es were o f  v a lu e  f o r  t h e i r  g e n u in e  d e s i r e  t o  be h e l p f u l *  The 
e d i t i n g  of f i v e  volum es of t h e  L a d ie s  * F am ily  L i b r a r y  f o r  C a r t e r ,  Hendee 
and Company gave  Mrs* C h i ld  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e t  f o r t h  h e r  c o n s id e r e d
■M r ic to ry ,  How Women Won I t ,  p* 159
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o p in io n  th a t th® h a p p ie s t  women were th o se  who were w i l l in g  t o  be su b je c t  t o  
th e  a u th o r ity  of t h e ir  husbands* No a c t iv e  ad vocate  o f women’ s r ig h t 3 ,
Mrs* C h ild  was angered o n ly  when women were d ep rived  of what she f e l t  was 
t h e ir  r ig h t f u l  p r iv i le g e s *  M arried w ith ou t th e  app roval o f her f a m ily ,  
an un usual occu rrence in  th e  e a r ly  n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y , M aria C hild  showed 
th a t  independence o f s p i r i t  w hich was t o  le a d  h er  t o  esp ou se  th e  most un­
pop ular o f  a l l  th e  ca u ses  w hich in t e r e s t e d  th e  c iv ic -m in d ed  c i t i z e n s  o f  
t h i s  most hum anitarian  cen tu ry*
CHAPTER IV
YEARS OE SERVICE
1# A b o l i t i o n ! e t  W r i t i n g s
In  h i s  rem ark s  on t h e  o c c a s io n  o f  th© f u n e r a l  o f  Mrs# C h i l d ,  W endell
P h i l l i p s ,  s p e a k in g  as  a  f r i e n d  of many y e a r s ,  s a i d ,  KWe s h a l l  b e t t e r
u n d e r s t a n d  h e r  l i f e  i f  -we remember i t  was g o v e rn ed  by th e  d i v i n e  r u l e ,
’ B ear ye one a n o t h e r ’ s burdens#* T h i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  e x p la i n s  h e r  c o u r a g e ,  h e r
economy, h e r  p a i n s t a k i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  h e r  i n t e r e s t  and a c t i v i t y  i n  r e f o r m s ,
«1and t h e  s c r u p u lo u s  f i d e l i t y  w ith  w hioh she c u l t i v a t e d  e v e r y  power#
A lth o u g h  a c t i v e l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  re fo rm  th r o u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e ,  th e  
f i r s t  b u rden  M ar ia  C h i ld  ch o se  t o  b e a r  was t h a t  of t h e  s la v e #  S la v e ry  
w a s ,  in  th e  1 8 3 0 ’ s ,  t h e  m ost c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s u b j e c t  of th e  decade# Only 
a f t e r  m a tu re  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d id  she a l l y  h e r s e l f  w i th  t h e  A n t i - S l a v e r y  
movement# Even a f t e r  h e r  m a r r i a g e  she c o n fe s s e d  t h a t  she had p r e v i o u s l y  
f e l t  a  s t r o n g  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  g r o u p ,  " b u t  a  c a n d id  e x a m in a t io n ” 
co n v in c e d  h e r  t h a t  she "h ad  made a  common m is ta k e  of t a k i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  
g r a n t e d # ”
As she had f o l lo w e d  h e r  h u sb a n d ’ s i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  S p a n is h  p i r a t e s ,  
so  she  may have been c o n v in c e d  by him o f  h e r  " m is ta k e # ” David C h i ld  had 
lo n g  b een  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c a u s e #  T h is  i n t e r e s t  was c l e a r l y  shown by & 
s e r i e s  of l e t t e r s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  t o  Edward S* Abby, an  E n g l i s h  p h i l a n t h r o p i s t
L e t t e r s « p# 263 
^ D ic t io n a r y  of American b io g r a p h y ,  IV , p# 65
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W hatever th® c a u s e  o f  h e r  a l ig n m e n t  w i th  t h i s  u n p o p u la r  g r o u p ,  one® co n ­
v in c e d  t h a t  she was f o l l o w i n g  t h e  sianmons o f  o on s c i e n c e ,  M rs . C h i ld  
per©erv©d w i t h  no  t h o u g h t  o f  s o c i a l  o r  econom ic co n seq u en ces*
In  1 833 , w i th  h e r  p o p u l a r i t y  a s s u r e d ,  h e r  hook s a l e s  a p p ro a c h in g  b e s t  
s e l l e r  p r o p o r t io n s , M aria  C h i l d  th re w  a l l  t o  t h e  w inds f o r  " a n  u n p o p u la r  
b u t  m ost r i g h t e o u s  c a s ® ,"^  by  p u b l i s h in g  a  m odest volume e n t i t l e d  An A ppeal 
i n  F a v o r  o f  t h a t  C l a s s  o f  A m erleans  c a l l e d  A f r i c a n s * I n  t a k i n g  up th® 
b u rd e n  o f  th© e n s la v e d  r a c e  sh© was " f u l l y  aware o f  t h e  u n p o p u l a r i t y  of 
t h e  t a s k ” b u t  th o u g h  she  " e x p e c te d  r i d i c u l e  and  c e n s u r e , "  she had no  
f e a r  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  of such  a  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  f o r  " s h o u ld  i t  be t h e  mean® 
o f  a d v a n c in g ,  even one s i n g l e  h o u r ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t r u t h  and 
j u s t i c e , "  she  "w ould  n o t  exchange th© c o n s c io u sn e s s  f o r  a l l  B c t h o h i l d ’ s  
w e a l th  or S i r  W a l t e r ’ s  fam e*"5*
At a  most d an g e ro u s  moment in  th® r i s i n g  t i d e  of a n t i - s l a v e r y  f e e l i n g ,  
w i th  c a lm n ess  and c o n s c i e n t i o u s n e s s  w hich were t o  c h a r a c t e r  is© a l l  h e r  
a b o l i t i o n i s t  w r i t i n g s ,  sh© s c a n d a l i s e d  B oston  w i th  h e r  A p p e a l* The t i m e s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  v o lu m e , must e x p l a i n  t h e  s to rm  of i n d i g n a t i o n  w hich  
fo l lo w e d *  The u se  o f  th e  word A ppeal i n  t h e  t i t l ©  may hav© b r o u g h t  t o  
t h e  m inds o f  many th e  e s s a y  o f  D av id  W a lk e r ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  B o sto n  i n  1829 , 
e n t i t l e d  W a lk e r ’ s  A ppeal i n  Four A r t i c l e s  ̂ t o g e t h e r  w i th  a. P ream ble  t o  t h e
^ L y d ia  C h i l d ,  An A ppeal i n  F avor of t h a t  C la s s  o f  A m ericans c a l l e d  
A f r i c a n s ,  P r e f a c e
w p w  ne  mi  ..
2 I b i d . ,  T i t l e  
® Ib id * ,  P r e f a c e
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C o lo re d  C i t i z e n s  o f  th e  World b u t  i n  P a r t i c u l a r  and v e r y  e x p r e s s l y  t o  
th o s e  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  A m eriea* T h i s  m ost v ig o r o u s  d e n u n c ia t i o n  
o f  s l a v e r y  i n  c a l l i n g  t o  t h e  K egro  t o  r i s e  up and th ro w  o f f  h i s  yoke i n ­
s t i l l e d  f e a r  i n t o  many a  p l a n t e r  who remembered th© h o r r o r s  o f  San Homing o* 
The f e e l i n g  i n  B oston  pan h ig h  a g a i n s t  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s *
One m igh t have s i x t e e n  B oston  q u a r t e r i n g s  and a  g a l l e r y  o f  
C o p le y s  and S t u a r t s ,  b u t ,  i f  one u t t e r e d  a p h ra s e  w i th  ’C olour*  
i n  i t ,  o n e ’ s c o u s in s  w ould c u t  one dead  i n  Beacon S t r e e t *  One 
a p p e a re d  i n  th e  p r e s s  a s  an  ’ a r i s t o c r a t , *  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  ’ hyena* 
an d a  9 s q u a s h * 1 T
The A ppeal b ro u g h t  M a r ia  C h i ld  n & s to rm  of i n d i g n a t i o n  f rom  an i n ­
c e n se d  p u b l ic *  J u s t i c e ,  c h a r i t y  and s e l f - c o n t r o l  were a lm o s t  l a i d  a s id e *  
Sh© r e c e i v e d  h a r s h  c r i t i c i s m  and c e n s u re  f ro m  h e r  l i t e r a r y  a s s o c i a t e s ,  
t h e  m a l e d i c t i o n s  of f o e s ,  and a  t h r e a t e n e d  w i th d ra w a l  o f  p a t ro n a g e  by  a
o
l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h o s e  who had p r e v i o u s l y  d e l i g h t e d  I n  h e r  books*"
H a r r i e t  M a r t in s a u  d e s c r i b e s  M ar ia  C h i ld  a s  " a  l a d y  o f  whom s o c i e t y  was 
e x c e e d in g ly  proud b e fo re ,  she p u b l i s h e d  h e r  A p p e a lm and t o  whom s o c i e t y  
h a s  been e x t r e m e ly  co n tem p tu o u s  e v e r  s in c e * ,,i The p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  M ar ia  C h i l d ' s  new v e n tu r e  i s  summed up by H a r r i e t  
M a r t i n e a u ,  "H er  w orks w ere bo u g h t w i t h  a v i d i t y  b e f o r e ,  b u t  f e l l  i n t o  
sudden o b l i v i o n  a s  soon a s  she had done a g r e a t e r  deed th a n  w r i t in g  any  
o f  them **^ W ende ll  P h i l l i p s ,  i n  h i s  rem ark s  a t  th e  f u n e r a l  o f  M ar ia  C h i ld  
s t a t e d  t h a t :
2A I f r e d  H udson , "The Home of L y d ia  M ar ia  C h i l d , ” Hew E ng land  M ag az in e ,  
I I ,  p* 403 “
^ H a r r i e t  H a r t i n e a u ,  The M a r ty r  Age i n  A m erica ,  p* 216 
* I b i d . ,  p* 204
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when Its 1833, sh® p u b l i s h e d  h e r  A p p ea l ,  she s e n t  a  co p y  t o  
t h e  B oston  Athenaeum • • * The d i r e c t o r s  iram sdiately  tA t h  drew 
h e r  t i c k e t  o f  a d m iss io n *  And a p rom inen t l a w y e r ,  a f t e r w a r d s  
a  n o t o r i o u s  a t t o r n e y - g e n e r a l  of M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i s  s a i d  t o  
h&v® u sed  to n g s  t o  f l i n g  t h e  obnox ious  volume o u t  of h i s  
window* T h i s  i s  a  sad  r e c o r d )  b u t  to  r e c a l l  i t  i s  o n ly  f a i r  
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  young a u t h o r ,  who n e v e r  f a l t e r e d )  o n ly  gave 
th© h a te d  and s t r u g g l i n g  c a u s e  a mors l i b e r a l  s u p p o r t*  H a rd ly  
e v e r  was t h e r e  a  more c o s t l i e r  s a c r i f i c e *  Jew of us c a n  ap ­
p r e c i a t e  i t  to d a y *  Marrow means j u s t  chang ing  to  e a s e s  a f t e r  
a  w eary  s t r u g g l e ,  fame and  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  h e r  g r a s p ,  e v e r y  
d oo r  open ing  b e f o r e  h e r ,  t h e  s w e e tn e s s  o f  h av in g  h e r  g e n iu s  
r e c o g n iz e d *  One b lo w ,  end th© e p r e a  in g  t r e e  i s  dead* At t h e  
c a l l  of d u ty  t h e  young woman struck i t  w i th o u t  r e p i n i n g ,  and  
saw t h e  w hole  scene  change a t  once* Obloquy and  h a rd  work 
i l l - p a i d )  a lm o s t  e v e r y  d o o r  s h u t  a g a i n s t  h e r ,  t h e  name she  had 
made a t a l i s m a n  t u r n e d  to  a  r e p r o a c h ,  and l i f e  h e n c e f o r t h  a  
s a c r i f i c e *  How s e r e n e l y  she t o o k  up t h a t  c r o s s ,  how b r a v e ly  
she  b o re  i t  a lm o s t  t i l l  l i f e ’ s c lo s e *
The m odest volume which c a u s e d  a l l  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  was d ed ica ted  
t o  th e  R ev e ren d  Samuel J* May o f  B ro o k ly n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  whom B ronson 
A lo o t t  c a l l e d  "The L ord*s  Chore B oy,” and wham W h ittier  d escr ib ed  a s  
a  s u n n y - fa c e d  young m an, " i n  whom a l l  t h e  b e a u t i t u d e s  seemed t o  f i n d  e x ­
p r e s s i o n ,  m in g l in g  in  h i s  v e i n s  t h e  b e s t  b lo o d  o f t h e  B ew ail* s and 
Q u in o y s)  a  man so  e x c e p t io n a l ly  pure and l a r g e - h e a r t e d ,  s o  g e n i a l ,  t e n d e r
and l o v i n g ,  t h a t  he c o u ld  be f a i t h f u l  t o  t r u t h  and d u ty  w i th o u t  - a k in g  
«2an  enemy* The d e d i c a t i o n  was mad© a s  a  mark o f  g r a t i t u d e  " f o r  h i s  
e a r n e s t  and d i s i n t e r e s t e d  e f f o r t s  i n  a n  u n p o p u la r  b u t  most r i g h t e o u s  
c a u s e * wS
^ L e t t e r s * p* 264 
2 Whit t i e r ,  Works,  V I I ,  p .  176
^ C h i l d ,  An A ppeal i n  F av o r  o f  th a t C la s s  o f  A m ericans  c a l l e d  A f r i c i a n a ,
Th# book p ro p e r  opens w i th  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  
N egro  s l a v e r y  and i t s  i n e v i t a b l e  e f f e o t  upon a l l  c o n ce rn e d  w i t h  i t *  
B eg in n in g  w i t h  t h e  P o r tu g u e s e  e x p l o r a t i o n  i n  -A frica  i n  1442 , and 
c o n t i n u i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r u e l t i e s  of t h e  M idd le  P a s s a g e ,  each  phase  o f  
s l a v e r y  i s  c o n s id e r e d  i n  a f a c t u a l  manner* H ere a r e  no  d i a t r i b e s  such  
a s  th o s e  of W ill iam  L loyd  G a r r i s o n ,  o r  a p p e a l s  t o  sym pathy a s  i n  U n c le  
Tom,  b u t  a  p l a i n  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  documented f a c t s ,  s t a t e d  w i th  a l l  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of a  m a s t e r  p ro p a g a n d is t*  C om p ara t iv e  v iew s o f  s l a v e r y  
i n  d i f f e r e n t  a g e s  and n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  th© t r u e  a s p e c t s  of c o n te m p o ra ry  
s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  a r e  s e t  f o r t h  i n  d i s t i n c t  p r o p o s i t i o n s ,  
e a c h  of w hich  i s  d i s c u s s e d  and s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by  e x i s t i n g  laws* F ree  
l a b o r  i s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i th  s la v e  l a b o r  in  o r d e r  t o  show t h a t  slavery'" i s  
i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  economy w h e th e r  d o m e s t ic  o r  p o l i t i c a l *  The p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  s a f e  e m a n c ip a t io n  i s  exam ined and a p p ro v e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no e v id e n c e  
t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a s i n c e r e  d e s i r e  f o r  i t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e*  The a d v o c a te s  
o f  s l a v e r y  rem in d  M ar ia  C h i ld  of a com parison*  ®Bven t h u s  does a  dog , un ­
w i l l i n g  t o  f o l l o w  h i s  m a s t e r ’ s c a r r i a g e ,  b i t e  t h e  w h e e l s ,  i n  a  v a i n
„1
e f f o r t  t o  s t o p  i t s  p ro g r e s s *
On© of th e  m ost i n t e r e s t i n g  c h a p te r s  e x p o se s  t h e  f a l l a c y  of t h e  
C o l o n i z a t i o n  S o c ie ty *  T h is  s o c i e t y  was fo rm ed  i n  1S17 i n  W ashington*
I t s  p u rp o se  was g r a d u a l l y  t o  remove a l l  th e  N egroes  from  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
Mrs* C h i ld  o b j e c t s  t o  th e  s o c i e t y  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t ,  ” i t  t e n d s  t o  pu t 
p u b l i c  o p in io n  a s l e e p ” t o  th e  h o r r o r s  o f  s l a v e r y  and i n  t h e  t h e n  more 
th a n  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s
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h a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  be tw een  tw o and t h r e e  th o u s a n d  f r e e  p e o p le  
o f  c o lo r *  T h ere  a r e  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  tw o  m i l l i o n  s l a v e s  
and t h r e e  hun d red  th o u s a n d  f r e e  b l a c k s ;  and t h e i r  num bers 
a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  s e v e n ty  th o u sa n d  a n n u a l ly *
W hile  t h e  S o c i e ty  has  removed l e s s  th a n  t h r e e  th o u s a n d ,  -  
f i v e  hundred  th o u sa n d  have been  born*  W hile  one hundred  
and f i f t y  f r e e  b l a c k s  have b een  s e n t  t o  A f r i c a  i n  a  y e a r a 
two h u n d red  s l a v e s  have b e en  b o rn  i n  a  d ay * To keep  th e  
e v i l  j u s t  w here  i t  i s ,  s e v e n ty  th o u s a n d  a  y e a r  m ust be 
t r a n s p o r t e d *  How many s h i p s ,  and how many m i l l i o n s  of money, 
w ould  i t  r e q u i r e  t o  do t h i s ?  I t  would b a n k ru p t  t h e  t r e a s u r y  
of th e  w orld*
Maris. C h i l d ’ s p r a i s e  of th e  ’'Im m ed ia te  A b o l i t i o n i s t s ” was c l e a r ,  
and h e r  d e fe n s e  of them was im p reg n a b le *  She d i g r e s s e s  t o  e x p r e s s  d i s ­
a p p ro v a l  of e d u c a t i o n a l  and s o c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n s  a g a i n s t  h e g ro e s *
I n  B r a s i l ,  p e o p le  of c o l o r  a r e  l a w y e r s ,  c le rg y m e n ,  m e rc h a n ts  
and  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s *
M ar ia  C h i ld  f e e  I s  k e e n ly  t h a t  i t  i s  u n c h r i s t i a n  to *
a l lo w  a  p r e j u d i c e  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  improvem ent o f  a l a r g e  p o r ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  human r a c e ,  and i n t e r f e r e  w i th  what a l l  c i v i l i z e d  
n a t i o n s  c o n s id e r e d  t h e  m ost common r i g h t s  o f  m ankind? I t  c a n ­
n o t  be  t h a t  ray e n l ig h te n e d  and g e n e ro u s  coun trym en  w i l l  
s a n c t i o n  a n y th in g  so  narrow -m inded  and so  s e l f i s h * ^
S o c i a l l y  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  i s ,  she  f e e l s ,  f a r  l e e s  d e v e lo p e d  t h a n  i s  
England* " I f  a  r e s p e o ta b l©  c o lo r e d  p e rs o n  e n t e r s  a  c h u rc h  t h e r e  ( i n  
E n g lan d )  t h e  pews a r e  r e a d i l y  opened t o  him; i f  he a p p e a r s  a t  an I n n ,  
room i s  made f o r  him a t  th e  t a b l e ,  and no l a u g h t e r ,  o r  w in k in g ,  r e ­
m inds him t h a t  he b e lo n g s  t o  an o u t c a s t  r a c e * "  H ere Mrs* C h i ld  t e l l s  
th e  s t o r y  o f  " a  n e g ro  who was s o ld  i n t o  West I n d ia n  S la v e r y  by  h i s  Hew
•̂ I b i d * ,  p* 12 8 
2 l b i d * ,  p* 135
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E n g lan d  m a s te r*  The u n f o r t u n a t e  n e g ro  g a in s  h i s  f reed o m  by t h e  k in d ­
n e s s  o f  an i n d i v i d u a l ,  and h a s  now a  handsome l i t t l e  p r o p e r t y  and th e
„1
command o f  a  v e s s e l  •
The m em bership  of t h e  C o l o n i z a t i o n  S o c i e ty  i s  made up of*
a  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  o f  c h a r a c t e r  and o p in io n s*  Many of them b e ­
l l  evo th e  u l t i m a t e  te n d e n c y  of th e  S o c ie ty  t o  be v e r y  d i f ­
f e r e n t  from  w hat i t  r e a l l y  i s #  Seme s la v e -o w n e r s  en co u rag e  
i t  b ecau se  t h e y  t h i n k  i t  c a n n o t  d e c r e a s e  s l a v e r y ,  and w i l l  
keep  b a ck  th.© in c o n v e n ie n t  c r i s i s  when f r e e  l a b o r  w i l l  be 
c h e a p e r  t h a n  s l a v e  l a b o r ;  e t h e r s  of th e  same c l a s s  j o i n  i t  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  r e a l l y  want t o  do some a c t  of k in d n e s s  t o  t h e  
u n f o r t u n a t e  A f r i o i a n  r a c e ,  and a l l  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n s i s t  upon 
I t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  o n ly  way; seme p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  th e  f r e e  
S t a t e s  c o u n ten a n c e  i t  f ro m  s i m i l a r  m o t iv e s ;  and b e c a u se  l e s s  
c a u t i o u s  m e asu re s  m ig h t  o c c a s io n  a l o s s  o f  S o u th e rn  v o t e s  and 
i n f l u e n c e ;  t h e  t im e - s e r v i n g  c l a s s  -  so  numerous in  e v e r y  
com m unity , -  who a r e  a lw ays  r e a d y  t o  f l a t t e r  e x i s t i n g  p r e j u d i c e s ,  
and s a i l  sm oo th ly  a lo n g  t h e  c u r r e n t  o f  p o p u la r  f a v o r ,  j o i n  i t ,  
of c o u r s e #2
W ith h e r  u s u a l  f a i r n e s s  Mrs* C h i ld  a d d s !
I  am w i l l i n g  t o  b e l i  eve t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o p o r t i o n  b e lo n g  t o
i t ,  b e c a u se  t h e y  have c o m p a ss io n a te  h e a r t s ,  a r e  f e a r f u l  of i n ­
j u r i n g  th© S o u th e rn  b r e t h r e n ,  and r e a l l y  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  no 
o th e r  way of d o in g  so  much good t o  t h e  b e g ro e s#  W ith t h i s  
l a s t  m en tio n ed  c l a s s ,  I  sy m p a th ize  i n  f e e l i n g ,  b u t  d i f f e r  i n  
o p in i o n #5
The a l t e r n a t i v e  o f f e r e d  by  Mrs# C h i ld  i s  t h e  A n t i -  S la v e r y  S o c i e t y ,  form ed 
i n  J a n u a r y ,  1832* Im m edia te  E m a n c ip a t io n  was n o t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s
S o c ie ty * s  a m b i t i o n s ,  b u t  a s  d i s t i n c t l y  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  Two of i t s
C o n s t i t u t i o n !
The o b j e c t s  o f  th© S o c i e t y  s h a l l  b e ,  t o  en d eav o r  by  a l l  memns 
s a n c t io n e d  b y  law , h u m an ity  and r e l i g i o n ,  t o  e f f e c t  t h e
l I t d d * , p* 134
2 I b i d * ,  p .  137 
s I b i d . ,  p* 138
a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e  s i  t o  im prove t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  and  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e e  p e o p le  o f  c o l o r ,  t o  
in fo rm  and  o o r r e o t  p u b l i c  o p in io n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s i t ­
u a t i o n  and  r i g h t s ,  and o b t a i n  f o r  them  e q u a l  c i v i l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s  w i t h  t h e  w h i te s# *
Mrs# C h i ld  a ck n o w led g es  w i t h  sham© t h a t  she  once had  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  
p r e j u d i c e  © g a in s t  a b o l i t i o n ,  " b u t  a  c a n d id  e x a m in a t io n ,*  p e rh a p s  s u g ­
g e s t e d  b y  h e r  h u sb a n d ,  c o n v in c e d  h e r  t h a t  sh e  was i n  e r r o r #  H aving  
b e en  c o n v in c e d  o f  t h e  r i g h t n e s s  o f  t h e  movement,  she d e fe n d s  th©
s o c i e t y  © g a in s t  a c c u s a t i o n s  o f  b e in g  ” s e d i t i o u s ,  f a n a t i c a l ,  and l i k e l y
2t o  prom ote i n s u r r e c t i o n s , ” and  r e a l i s e s  t h a t  i f  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  do o c c u r ,  
t h e y  w i l l  ” n o  doubt be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  A n t i - S l a v e r y  S o c i e t y ,*  T h is  
f a l l a c y  i s  an sw ered  w i th  t h e  f a c t s  t h a t  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  d id  o c c u r  i n  t h e  
West I n d i e s  lo n g  b e f o r e  t h e  E n g l i s h  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  began  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  
and  t h a t  " m a s t e r s  were m u rd e re d  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  b e f o r e  th® A n t i - S l a v e r y  
S o c i e t y  was th o u g h t  o f  #w^
I n  t h e  1330*s  an a p o lo g y  f o r  s l a v e r y  and p e r s o n a l  p r e j u d i c e  o f t e n  
s e t  f o r t h  i s  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n f e r i o r i t y  of t h e  Negro# The a b s u r d i t y  
o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  p ro v ed  by t h e  s u p e r i o r  c o n d i t i o n  of t h i s  p e o p le  i n  
a n c i e n t  t i m e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  peo p le  i n  
th© i n t e r i o r  o f  A f r i c a *  S h o r t  b i o g r a p h i e s  o f  N e g ro e s ,  many o f w h ich  a r e  
e n l a r g e d  i n  th© F reed m en 1© Book,  a r e  g iv e n  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  f a c t  o f  
t h e  N e g ro ’ s i n t e l l i g e n c e #  Th® exam ples  show o n ly  t h e  b r i g h t  s i d e  of th e  
p i c t u r e *
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I  r e a d i l y  g r a n t  i t j  b u t  I  have deemed i t  im p o r t a n t  t o  show 
t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  h a s  a  b r i g h t  s id e *  Where a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  
t i m e ,  c an  th e y  l i v e  i n  p e r f e c t  f r e e d o m , c h e e re d  by  th© hopes  
and  exoTbad b y  t h e  r e w a r d ,  ■which s t i m u l a t e  w h i te  men t o  
e x e r t i o n ?  E v e ry  avenue t o  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  c l o s e d  t o  them*
Even w here t h e  body i s  s u f f e r e d  t o  be f r e e ,  a  h a t e f u l  
p r e j u d i c e  k e e p s  th© s o u l  i n  f e t t e r s *  I  t h i n k  ©very c a n d id  
mind m ust ad m it  t h a t  i t  i s  more w o n d e r fu l  t h e y  have done 
so  much, t h a n  t h a t  t h e y  have don© no more**
Th© m o ra l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  s l a v e s  i s  d e fended  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s t o r y
and th© u n n a t u r a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s *
How can  p u r i t y  be e x p e c te d  from  h im , who s e e s  a lm o s t  u n i v e r -  
s a l  l i c e n t i o u s n e s s  p r e v a i l  among th o s e  -aham he i s  t a u g h t  
t o  r e g a r d  a s  h i s  s u p e r i o r s ?  B e s i d e s ,  we m ust remember how 
e n t i r e l y  u n p r o t e c t e d  t h e  N egro  i s  i n  h i s  d o m e s t ic  r e l a t i o n s ,  
and how v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y  husband  and w ife  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  by 
th© c a p r i c e ,  o r  a v a r i c e ,  o f  th© w h i te  man* I  have no  d oub t 
t h a t  s l a v e s  a r e  a r t f u l ,  f o r  t h e y  must be so*** T ry  t o  ju d g e  
th e  N egro  by t h e  same r u l e s  you ju d g e  o th e r  men; and w h i le  
you condemn h i s  f a u l t s ,  do n o t  f o r g e t  h i s  m a n i f o ld  p r o v o c a t i o n *2
The c o n c lu d in g  c h a p t e r  o f  th© volume d e a l s  w i th  t h e  s o c i a l  and i n ­
t e l l e c t u a l  p ro b lem s  of th© f r e e  Negro* I n  1833 a c t u a l  s l a v e r y  d id  n o t
e x i s t  i n  New E n g la n d ,  y e t  ” t h e  s p i r i t  o f  th© h a t e f u l  and  m is c h ie v o u s  
»3th i n g  was p r e s e n t  i n  a l l  i t s  s t r e n g t h *  The s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e
Negro i n  l a s s a c h u s e t t s  was r e g u l a t e d  by s t a t u t e *
I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  an  u n j u s t  law  e x i s t s  i n  t h i s  C orvonw e& lth , 
by  w h ich  c a r r i a g e s ,  be tw een  person.© o f  d i f f e r e n t  c o l o r  i s  p ro ­
nounced  i l l e g a l *
Whi 1 © t  he c h i  1 d ren  of s
h o n e s t ,  i n d u s t r i o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  who a re  m e re ly  g u i l t y  o f  
d i f f e r i n g  from  u s  i n  a  m a t t e r  o f  t a s t e ' "
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c a n n o t  bo l e g i t i m a t e ,  y e t  *
n e i t h e r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  n o r  custom s o f s l a v e h o ld ln g  s t a t e s  
e x e r t  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  a g a i n s t  immoral co n n ex io n s* * *  In  one 
p o r t i o n  o f  our c o u n t r y  t h i s  f a c t  i s  shown i n  a  v e r y  p e c u l i a r  
and s t r i k i n g  m anner* T here  i s  a  numerous c l a s s  a t  h e w - o r l e a n s ,  
c a l l e d  Q u a te ro o n s  o r  Q u ad ro o n s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  c o l o r e d  b lo o d  
h a s  f o r  s e v e r a l  s u c c e s s iv e  g e n e r a t i o n s  been  i n t e r m in g l e d  w i th  
t h e  w h i te *  The women a r e  much d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f o r  p e r s o n a l  
b e a u ty  and g r a c e f u l n e s s  o f  m otion* and t h e i r  p a r e n t s  f r e q u e n t l y  
asnd them  t o  Fiance f o r  t h e  a d v a n ta g e s  of an e l e g a n t  e d u c a t io n *
W hite  g e n t le m en  o f  t h e  f i r s t  r a n k  a r e  d e s i r o u s  o f  b e in g  i n v i t e d  
t o  t h a i r  p a r t i e s ,  a n i  o f t e n  become s e r i o u s l y  i n  lo v e  w i th  t h e s e  
f a s c i n a t i n g  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e  b e in g s*  P r e j u d i c e  f o r b i d s  m a t r i ­
mony, b u t  u n i v e r s a l  custom, s a n c t i o n s  te m p o ra ry  c o n n e x io n s ,  t o  
Which a  c e r t a i n  d e g re e  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  i s  a l l o w e d ,  on acc o u n t  
o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r t i e s *  These a t t a c h m e n ts  
o f t e n  c o n t in u e  f o r  y e a r s  -  som etim es f o r  l i f e  -  and i n s t a n c e s  
a r e  n o t  u n f r o q u e n t  o f  ex em p la ry  c o n s ta n c y  and g r e a t  p r o p r i e t y  
o f  d e p o r tm e n t*1
MT h ere  i s  among c o lo r e d  p e o p le  an  i n c r e a s i n g  d e s i r e  f o r  in f o r m a t io n
2and l a u d a b l e  a m b i t io n  t o  be r e s p e c t a b l e  i n  m anners  and a p p e a ra n c e * ”
Y et i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o ls  c o lo re d  c h i l d r e n  a r e i
s u b j e c t  t o  many d i s c o u ra g e m e n ts  and d i f f i c u l t i e s *  and i n t o  th® 
p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  t h e y  c a n n o t  g a in  a d m is s io n * • •  Th© a t te m p t  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a  s c h o o l  f o r  A f r i c a n  g i r l s  a t  C a n t e r b u r y ,  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  
has  made t o o  much n o i s e  t o  need  a d e ta i le d ,  a c c o u n t*  A c o lo r e d  
g i r l ,  who a v a i l e d  h e r s e l f  of t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a i n  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n ,  was w arned  out of to w n , and f i n e d  f o r  n o t  com plying* 
and t h e  i n s t r u c t r e s s  was im p r iso n e d  f o r  p e r s e r v e r i n g  in  h e r  
b e n e v o le n t  p lan * ^
A n o th e r  a t t e m p t  was made f o r  K egro  e d u c a t io n  i n  C o n n e c t i c u t ,  t h i s  t im e  a  
s c h o o l  f o r  boys a t  Sew Haven* T h is  s c h o o l  was a l s o  ended  by o p p o s i t io n *  
Such an a t t i t u d e  i n  f a i r n e s s  i t  must be a d m i t te d  %?ould p ro b a b ly  have
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° I b i d »,  p* 199* P ru d en ce  C r a n d a l l ,  a  Quaker t e a c h e r ,  made t h i s  a t ­
t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  s c h o o l  f o r  F e g ro  g i r l s *  J o h n  Hope F r a n k l i n ,  From 
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n lbeen  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  u n d e r  l i k e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s *  But f i f t y
y e a r s  h e n c e ,  **the b l a c k  law s  o f  C o n n e c t ic u t  w i l l  be a  g r e a t e r  s o u rc e  of
amusement t o  t h e  a n t i q u a r i a n ,  t h a n  h e r  fam ous b lu e  law s* ”
Th© e x c l u s i o n  o f  N egroes  from, p u b l i c  c o n v ey an ces  i s  condemn© 1 a s  a
" r i d i c u l o u s  p r e j u d i c e * ” Many e x a n p le s  o f  " in e x c u s a b l e  p r o c e e d i n g s , ” f o r
w hich no a u t h o r i t y  can  be fo u n d  i n  " r e l i g i o n ,  r e a s o n ,  or t h e  l a w s ,” a r e
g iv e n  i n  g r a p h ic  d e t a i l *
Trie u n p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  c a u se  i s  a d m i t t e d  by Mrs* C h ild *
Almost a l l  g r e a t  e v i l s  a re  r e s i s t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  who d i r e c t l y  
s u f f e r  i n j u s t i c e  o r  in c o n v e n ie n c e  from  them* b u t  i t  i s  a  p e c u l i a r  
b e a u ty  o f  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  c au se  t h a t  i t s  d e f e n d e r s  e n t e r  t h e  l i s t s  
a g a i n s t  w e a l t h ,  and pow er, and t a l e n t ,  n o t  t o  defend  t h e i r  own 
r i g h t s ,  b u t  t o  p r o t e c t  weak and i n j u r e d  n e i g h b o r s ,  who a re  n o t  
a l lo w e d  t o  sp ea k  f o r  th e m s e lv e s *  Those who become i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  a  c a u s e  l a b o r i n g  so  h e a v i l y  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of p r e s e n t  u n ­
p o p u l a r i t y ,  m ust e x p e c t  t o  be a s s a i l e d  by  e v e r y  form  of b i t t e r ­
n e s s  and s o p h i s t r y *  At t i m e s ,  d is c o u r a g e d  and h e a r t - s i c k ,  th e y  
w i l l  p e rh a p s  b e g in  t o  doub t w h e th e r  t h e r e  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  any 
u n a l t e r a b l e  p r i n c i p l e s  of r i g h t  and wrong* But l e t  them c a s t  
a s i d e  t h e  f e a r  of man, and keep  t h e i r  m inds f i x e d  on a  few  of 
t h e  s im p le ,  u n c h an g e a b le  law s of God, and th e y  w i l l  c e r t a i n l y  
r e c e i v e  s t r e n g t h  t o  c o n te n d  w i t h  t h e  a d v e r s a ry * ^
P e r s o n a l t i e s  a r e  d e a l t  w i th  i n  a  f i r m  and in d e p e n d e n t  s p i r i t *  H er 
d e f e n s e  of W ill iam  Lloyd G a r r i s c n ,  t h e  most e lo q u e n t  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  most 
h a t e d  A b o l i t i o n i s t ,  who t h e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  was t o  be d ragged  t o  Boston 
Common w i t h  a  ro p e  a round  h i s  n e c k ,  was i n  i t s e l f  a  c o u ra g eo u s  a c t *  "Mr 
G a r r i s o n  i s  a d i s i n t e r e s t e d ,  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and re m a rk a b ly  p u re -m in d ed  man
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whose on ly  f a u l t  i s  t h a t  he c a n n o t be  m o d e ra te  on a  s u b je c t  w hich i t  i s  
e x c e e d in g ly  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  an h o n e s t  m ind  to  exam ine w ith  c a lm n ess* ” Of 
t h i s  man who co u ld  s t a t e  t h a t  th© ^ C o n s t i tu t io n  was an  ag reem en t w ith  
D eath  and  a  c o v en a n t w i th  H e l l /* *  lira*  C h i ld ,  w i th  a d m ira b le  c o n t r o l ,  
comments \
any  who h ig h ly  r e s p e c t  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  and m o t iv e s ,  r e g r e t  h i s  
te n d e n c y  t o  u s e  w h o le sa le  and u n q u a l i f i e d  e x p r e s s io n s ;  b u t i t  
i s  so m eth in g  t o  have th e  t r u t h  t o l d ,  ev en  i f  i t  be n o t in  th© 
m i ld e s t  w ay , w hoever f a i r l y  and d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y  exam in es  th e  
q u e s t i o n ,  w i l l  be more th a n  d isp o se d  t o  f o r g iv e  th© o c c a s io n a l  
f a u l t s  o f  an  a r d e n t  te m p e ra n t ,  i n  c o n s id e r a t i o n  o f t h e  d i f ­
f i c u l t y  o f th e  u n d e r ta k in g ,  and th© v io le n c e  w ith  w hich  i t  h a s  
been  o p p o sed .
The u l t im a te  d o w n fa ll o f s l a v e r y ,  she  i n s i s t s ,  m ust come from *
th© U nion  of i n d i v i d u a l  in f lu e n c e  w hich  p ro d u c e s  a v a s t  amount 
o f m o ra l f o r c e ,  w h ich  i s  next th e  l e s s  p o w e rfu l b e c a u se  i t  i s  
o f te n  u n p re c e iv e d ,  A m ere ch an g e  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of our e f f o r t s ,  
w ith o u t  an y  in c r e a s e d  e x e r t i o n ,  w ould in  th© c o u rs e  o f  a  few  
y e a r s ,  p ro d u ce  an e n t i r e  r e v o lu t io n  of p u b l ic  f e e l i n g .  T h is  
s low  b u t su re  way o f(^ o |.n g  good i s  a lm o s t th e  o n ly  m eans by  
w h ich  b e n e v o le n c e  c h W -e ffe c t i t s  p u rp o s e .
T h is  book i s  m odest and f a c tu a l*  The p u rp o se  o f  p u b l is h in g  i t  a s  
s e t  f o r t h  by M rs, C h ild  an sw ers  th a  why of i t s  p u b l ic a t io n * * !  have p u t 
my m ite  i n t o  th e  t r e a s u r y *  The e x p e c ta t io n  o f d i s p le a s in g  a l l  c l a s s e s  
h a s  n o t  b e en  unaccom panied  w i th  p a in *  b u t i t  has  b een  s t r o n g ly  im p re sse d  
upon my mind t h a t  i t  was a  d u ty  to  f u l f i l l  t h i s  t a s k ;  and w c rd ly  c o n -  
s i d e r a t i o n s  sh o u ld  n e v e r  s t i f l e  th e  v o ic e  o f C o n sc ien ce*  ■ T h is  a t t i t u d e
c o n tr a s t s  sh a r p ly  w ith  th a t  a t t i t u d e  a t t r ib u te d  t o  Mrs* H a r r i e t  B eech er 
Stow es "S he was n ever  on© t o  a l l y  h e r s e l f  uncompromis i n g ly  even  in  
p r i v a t e  co m m unications w i th  c a u s e s  t h a t  w ere u n p o p u la r  o r  dub ious*  how­
ever  much she m ight s e c r e t l y  b e l ie v e  i n  them *"* W hile th© e f f e c t  o f  th© 
e m o tio n a lism  o f Mrs* Stowe's U n c le  Tom can n o t be o v e r e s t im a te d ,  y e t  th e  
q u i e t  in f o r m a t iv e  A ppeal b ro u g h t p o w erfu l c o n v e r t s  to  t h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  
cause® 0ban n in g *  Sumner* H ig g in s 011,  and o th e r  p ro m in en t o p p o n en ts  o f  
s l a v e r y ,  acknow ledged  i t s  in f lu e n c e  on them  th e n  and l a t e r *  W h itt ie r  
s a id  of t h i s  volume*
I t  i s  q u i t e  Im p o s s ib le  f o r  any one o f th e  p r e s e n t  g e n e r a t io n  t o  
im ag in e  th e  p o p u la r  s u r p r i s e  and in d ig n a t io n  w hich  th e  book 
c a l l e d  f o r th *  and how e n t i r e l y  th e  a u th o r  c u t h e r s e l f  o f f  from, 
t h e  f a v o r  and sym pathy o f  a  la rg e  num ber o f  th o s e  who had p r e ­
v io u s ly  d e l ig h te d  t o  do h e r  h o n o r• S o c ia l  and l i t e r a r y  c i r c l e s ,  
w h ich  had been proud  of h e r  p r e s e n c e ,  c lo se d  t h e i r  d o o rs  a g a in s t  
h e r*  The s a le  o f  h e r  hooka* th© s u b s c r ip t i o n s  t o  h e r  m a g az in e , 
f e l l  o f f  t o  a  ru in o u s  e x b en t*  She knew a l l  she was h a z a rd in g *  
and  made th e  g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e ,  p re p a re d  f o r  a l l  t h e  co n seq u en ces  
w hich  fo llo w e d * ^
S a t i s f a c t i o n  in  work w e l l  done and in  f i r m  f r i e n d s ,  who g a th e r e d  
a ro u n d  h e r*  m eant much t o  h e r*  Cn b a y  11* 1 8 5 6 , oh© w ro te  t o  Lucy Osgood 
from  W aylands
My A ppeal in  f a v o r  o f a n t i - s l a v e r y *  and a t t a c k in g  c o lo n iz a t io n *  
m arched  i n t o  th® enemy’ s cam p alo n e*  I t  b ro u g h t Dr* Charm ing 
t o  see  m e, f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e ;  and he t o l d  me i t  had s t i r r e d  up 
h i s  mind t o  th e  c o n v ic t io n  t h a t  he ought n o t to  rem a in  s i l e n t  
on th® s u b je c t*  Then came Dr* P a l f r e y ,  who y e a r s  a f te r w a r d  
s a id  t h a t  th e  e m a n c ip a tio n  ~f h i s  s l a v e s  m ig h t be t r a c e d  t o  th© 
im p u lse  t h a t  book  had g iv e n  him* C h a r le s  Sumner w r i t e s  ms t h a t  
t h e  in f lu e n c e  o f my a n t i - s l a v e r y  w r i t i n g s  y e a r s  ago h a s  had an 
im p o r ta n t  e f f e c t  on h i s  c o u rse  in  C o n g r e s s * ^
^R o b ert F* W ilso n , C ru s a d e r  in  C r i n o l l n ,  p* 196 
^Dfctiansgy cf A rnerican B io g ra p h y ,  IV* p* 67 
% i t t e r a * p* 261
* I b i d » , p . 77
Tha S o u th e rn  r e a c t i o n  was v i o l e n t • The hook  was c a l l e d  " i l l - j u d g e d *
by th e  e d i t o r  of th e  S o u th e rn  L i t e r a r y  : e s s e n g e r ,  who c la s s e d  ■’'a r i a  C h i ld
w i th  t h e  "madmen who a r e  b l i n d l y  je o p a r d iz in g  th e  peace  o f th e  c o u n try  and
th©  l i v e s  o f th o u san d s*  We c a n n o t t r u s t  our f e e l i n g s  upon t h i s  s u b je c t  $
w© see  to o  c l e a r l y  th e  h o r r o r s  in  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  w h ich  f a n a t i c i s m  i s  p r e p a r -  
1
in g  f o r  us# In  a  s e n se  t h a t  th e  S o u th e rn  p r e s s  c o u ld  n o t a t  t h a t  tim e
a p p r e c i a t e ,  t h i s  b o o k , q u ie t  and f a c t u a l  though i t  m ight b e ,  was an im­
mense f o r c e  i n  t h a t  t i d e  w hich  f lo w e d  f o r t h  a t  P o rt Sum ter and ebbed  a t  
Apocmatox# The A ppeal was fo llo w e d  by  num erous o th e r  a n n e a ls  t o  th© co n ­
s c ie n c e  o f th e  n a t i o n ,  and she became one o f th e  m ost e f f e c t i v e ,  " th o u g h  
n o t im m o d es tly  a g g r e s s iv e  f i g u r e s  in  th© g r e a t e s t  o f m odern c r u s a d e s #*1
T h e n c e fo r th  h e r  l i f e  was a  b a t t l e s  a  c o n s ta n t  ro w in g  h a rd  
a g a in s t  th e  s tre a m  of p o p u la r  ]r©ju d io e  and h a tre d #  And th ro u g h  
i t  a l l  -  p e c u n ia ry  p r i v a t i o n ,  lo s s  o f f r i e n d s  and p o s i t i o n ,  
t h e  p a in f u ln e s s  o f b e in g  su d d e n ly  t h r u s t  fro m  t h e  * s t i l l  a i r  
o f  d e l i g h t f u l  s tu d ie s *  i n t o  th e  b i t t e r e s t  and s t e r n e s t  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y  o f th e  age -  she b o re  h e r s e l f  w ith  p a t i e n c e ,  f o r t i t u d e ,  
and u n sh ak en  r e l i a n c e  upon th e  j u s t i c e  and u l t im a te  tr iu m p h  o f  
th© c a u se  she had  espoused#*'*
Thus she  c o n tin u e d *  H er pen was n e v e r  id l e *  Volume a f t e r  volume o f  
a n t i - s l a v e r y  w r i t i n g  ©am© f r o n  h e r  p e n , a lth o u g h  t h e  many l e t t e r s  she r e ­
c e iv e d  w ore p e r s o n a l ly  a b u s iv e *  One l e t t e r  s e n t  " p o s ta g e  d o u b le  and 
u n p a id "  i n v i t e d  h e r  t o  hew O rle a n s  and p ro m ised  "a warm welcome and 
r e c e p t i o n ,  m d  lo d g in g s  i n  th e  c a la b o o s e  w ith  a s  much n ig g e r  company*^ 
a s  sh® n i g h t  d e s i r e *
Once h a v in g  jo in e d  th e  r a n k s ,  M aria  C h ild  scon  becam e a  le a d in g  mem­
b e r  c f  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f o r c e s #  She was r e a d y  t o  ta k e  h e r  p la c e  r e g a r d l e s s
•̂ S o u th e rn  L i t e r a r y  M essen g e r,  I ,  p* 681
^ W illiam  A* T r e n t , A H is to r y  cf American L ite r a tu r e ,  P# 253 
^ L e t te r s ,  p# LX 
4 I b i d . ,  p# 41
o f p e rs o n a l  d an g er*  The A m erican a b o l i t i o n  f o r c e s  w ere g r e a t l y  a id e d
when in  1 8 3 4 , G eorge Thom pson, E n g lish  a b o l i t i o n i s t  and cham pion of th e
tr iu m p h a n t  c o n f l i c t  f o r  W est I n d i a  e m a n c ip a t io n ,  came t o  l e c t u r e  in
A m erica* H is  coming t o  New Y ork c a u se d  t h a t  c i t y  t o  t a k e  on th e  a s p e c t
o f  a  b a t t l e f i e l d *  I n to  t h e  f r a y  w ent Mrs* C h ild *  She w ro te :
I am a t  B ro o k ly n , a t  th e  ho u se  o f a v e ry  h o s p i t a b l e  E n g lish m an , 
a  f r i e n d  of Hr* Thom psonT s* I  have n o t  v e n tu re d  i n t o  t h e  c i t y ,  
n o r  d o e s  one o f  u s  d a re  t o  g o  t o  o h u rch  to d a y ,  so  g r e a t  i s  t h e  
e x c ite m e n t h e re*  You can  form  n o  c o n c e p tio n  of  i t *  *T is  l i k e  
th e  t im e s  o f  th e  F ren ch  R e v o lu t io n ,  when no man d a r d t r u s t  
h i s  n e ig h b o rs *  P r iv a t e  a s s a s s i n s  fro m  New O rle a n s  a r e  lu r k in g  
a t  th e  c o r n e r s  of th© s t r e e t s ,  t o  s ta b  A r th u r  T apnan% and v e ry  
l a r g e  sums a re  o f f e r e d  f o r  anyone who w i l l  convey  Mr* Thompson 
i n t o  th© s la v e  s t a t e s * ^
Knowing in  th e  p r e s e n t  w hat was t o  be u n d e rs to o d  by th e  many o n ly  i n  
t h e  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e ,  Mrs* C h ild  w r o te ,  " P r o s p e r i t y  w i l l  m a rv e l a t  th e  h a rd ­
n e s s  o f our p r e ju d ic e  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  a s  we m a rv e l a t  t h e  le a r n e d  and 
c o n s c ie n t io u s  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  Salem  w i tc h c r a f t*  So e a sy  i t  i s  t o  see
p
th©  e r r o r s  o f  p a s t  a g e s ,  so  d i f f i c u l t  t o  acknow ledge ou r own*
C onv inced  o f  t h e  u l t im a te  s u c c e s s  of t h e  c au se  w h ich  she had  e s p o u s e d , 
M aria  C h ild  r e f u s e d  th e  r e q u e s t  of h e r  b r o th e r  t h a t  sh© u se  c a u t io n  d u r­
in g  th e s e  y e a r s  o f i n te n s e  e x a l t  cm© a t  * To him  she an sw ered :
You a sk  me t o  be p r u d e n t ,  and 1 w i l l  be  s o ,  a s  f a r  a s  i s  co n ­
s i s t e n t  w ith  a  se n se  o f d u ty j b u t t h i s  w i l l  n o t be w hat th e  
w o rld  c a l l s  p ru d e n t*  F irm n e ss  i s  th e  v ir tu ©  m ost n eed ed  in  
t im e s  o f  e x c ite m e n t*  What co n seq u en ce  i s  i t  i f  a  few  i n d i v i d ­
u a l s  do s in k  t o  u n tim e ly  and  d is h o n o re d  g r a v e s ,  i f  th© p ro g r e s s
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 15
o f g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e s  i s  s t i l l  onw ard? P e rc h a n ce  f o r  t h i s  
c a u se  came we i n t o  th e  w o r ld • I  have exam ined th e  h i s t o r y  
o f  th e  s la v e  t o o  th o r o u g h ly ,  and f e l t  h i s  w rongs to o  d e e p ly ,  
t o  be p ru d e n t in  th e  w o rd ly  se n se  o f  th e  te rm *  I know to e  
w e l l  th #  c r u e l  and  -wicked m ockery c o n ta in e d  in  a l l  th e  ex ­
c u s e s  and p a l l i a t i o n s  o f  th e  system*-*-
The s p i r i t  of M ar ia  C h i ld  was a  f i g h t i n g  o n e ,  u n l i k e  t h a t  c f  
C a t h e r i n e  Sedgw ick , who " r e s i s t e d  h e r  example and p r u d e n t ly  r e f r a i n e d
p
fro m  p u t t i n g  f o r t h  any a b o l i t i o n  m a te r ia l* *
T h a t  t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  of t h i s  p e r io d  needed  p h y s i c a l  a s  w a l l  as  
m o ra l and i n t e l l e c t u a l  co u ra g e  i s  shown by h e r  n a r r a t i v e  o f e. h o s t  on mob 
w h ich  g a t h e r e d  when G eorge Thom pson, K n g lish  a b o l i t i o n i s t ,  spoke in  t h a t
pj
c i t y * * h e r  acco u n t d e s c r ib e s  th e  t e n s io n  w hich  a r o s e  on su ch  o c c a s io n s ,
and th e  a c t u a l  p h y s ic a l  v io le n c e  w h ich  was th r e a te n e d *  D e sc r ib in g  t h i s
p a r t i c u l a r  in s t a n c e  t o  'W h i t t i e r ,  Mrs* C h ild  w ro te :
My m ost v i v i d  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f G eorge Thompson i s  o f h i s  sp eak in g  
a t  J t ; I l i a n  h a l l  on a m em orable o c ca s io n *  !!r* S t e t s o n ,  th e n  
k e e p e r  of th e  Trcm ont H o u se , was p r e s e n t ,  w5.th a  l a r g e  num ber 
of s la v e h o ld in g  g u e s t s ,  who had crime t o  B oston  t o  make t h e i r  
a n n u a l  p u rc h a se s  of th e  m e rc h a n ts • T h e ir  p re s e n c e  seem ed t c  i n ­
s p i r e  Mr* Thompson* l e v e r ,  even  from  h i s  e lo q u e n t  l i p s ,  c.id I  
h e a r  such  s c a th in g  d e n u n c ia t io n s  o f s la v e r y *  The e x a s p e ra te d  
S o u th e rn e r s  c o u ld  n o t  c o n ta in  t h e i r  w ra th *  T h e ir  l i p s  were 
t i g h t l y  c o m p re sse d , t h e i r  h an d s  c l in c h e d ,  and now and th e n  a 
m u tte re d  c u r s e  was a u d i b l e • F i n a l l y ,  one o f them  s h o u te d ,  ’ I f  
we had you down s o u th ,  w e’ d c u t o f f  y o u r e a r s * * Mr* Thompson 
f o l d e d  h i s  arm s in  h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  m an n er, lo oked  c a lm ly  a t  
th© s p e a k e r ,  and  r e p l i e d ,  ’W e ll ,  s i r ,  i f  you d id  c u t  o f f  my e a r s ,
1 sh o u ld  s t i l l  o ry  a lo u d ,  *TTe t h a t  h a th  e a r s  t o  h e a r ,  l e t  him  
h e a r* 1*
L e t t e r s ,  p* 1?
p
^ S i s t e r  Mary M ich ae l W elsh , C a th e r in e  M aria  Sedgw ick* D i s s e r t a t i o n ,
m ia n d b i l l s  p a sse d  ab o u t in  h o s t  on on O c to b er 2 1 , 1835 show v e ry  c l e a r l y  
t h a t  th© p sy ch o lo g y  o f  t h e  mob p re v a i le d *  " T h a t in fam o u s f o r e ig n  s c o u n d r e l ,  
Thom pson,  w i l l  h o ld  f o r t h  t h i s  af t e r n o o n ,  a t  th e  L ib e r a to r  O f f i c e ,  No* 48 
W ash ing ton  S t r e e t*  The p r e s e n t  i s  a  f a i r  o p p o r tu n i ty  f o r  th e  f r i e n d s  o f  th e  
U nion  t o  sn ak e  Thompson ou t i I t  w i l l  be a  c o n te s t  b e tw een  th e  A b o l i t io n !  n e t s  
and  t h e  f r i e n d s  o f t h e  U nion* A p u rs e  o f f  100 h a s  b een  r a i s e d  by  a  number o f  
p a t r i o t i c  c i t i z e n s  t o  rew ard  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who s h a l l  f i r s t  l a y  v i o l e n t  h an d s  on 
Thom pson, so  t h a t  he may be  b ro u g h t t o  th e  t a r  k e t t l e  b e f o r e  d a rk *  F r ie n d s  o f  
t h e  U n io n , be  v i g i l a n t I *
M eanw hile my h e a r t  was thum ping  l i k e  a  sledge-ham m er*  f o r *  
b e fo re  t h e  sp e a k e r  began* Samuel J*  h ay  had come t o  me* and 
s a id  i n  a  v e ry  low  ton© * ’Do you see  how t h e  w a l l s  a r e  l i n e d  by 
s to u t  tru c k m e n , b ra n d is h in g  t h e i r  whips'? They a r e  p a r t  o f a  
l a r g e  mob a ro u n d  th® e n tr a n c e  in  F e d e r a l  S t r e e t*  em ployed by th e  
S o u th e rn e r s  t o  s e iz e  Georg© Thompson and  c a r r y  him  t o  a S o u th  
C a r o l in a  v e s s e l l  in  w a i t in g  a t  Long YTh&rf* A c a r r i a g e  w ith  
s w i f t  h o r s e s  i s  a t  th e  door* and th e s e  S o u th e rn e rs  a re  now e x ­
u l t i n g  in  th e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of ly n c h in g  him* But b e h in d  t h a t  
l a r g e  g re e n  c u r t a i n  a t  th© b ack  o f  th e  p la t f o r m  th e r e  i s  a  doer 
le a d in g  t o  t h e  cham ber o f a  w arehouse*  We have th e  key t o  t h a t  
door* w hich  le a d s  t o  a r e a r  e n tr a n c e  o f th e  b u i ld in g  on I / i l k  
S t r e e t *  T here  th e  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  hove s t a t i o n e d  a  c a r r i a g e  
w i th  s w i f t  h o r s e s  and a c o lo re d  d r iv e r *  who o f c o u rs e  w i l l  do 
h i s  b e s t  f o r  G eorge Thompson* how* a s  soon a s  Mr* Thompson 
c e a s e s  sp ea k in g *  we w ant a n t i s l a v e r y  women t o  g a th e r  ro und  him  
and  a p p e a r  t o  d e ta in  him i n  e a g e r  c o n v e rs a t io n *  He w i l l  l i s t e n  
and  r e p l y ,  b u t k eep  im p e r c e p t ib ly  moving backw ard to w ard  th e  
g re e n  c u r ta in *  You w i l l  c o n t in u e  t o  s ta n d  c lo s e  to g e th e r *  and 
a p p e a r  t o  be s t i l l  t a k in g  t o  h im #’
A t th e  c lo s e  of th e  m ee tin g  tw e n ty - f iv e  o r t h i r t y  of u s  
women g a th e r e d  a ro u n d  Mr* Thompson and obeyed th© i n s t r u c t i o n s  
we had re c e iv e d *  When he had d is a p p e a re d  fro m  ou r m id s t th e r e  
was q u ie t  f o r  tw o o r th r e e  m in u te s*  i n t e r r u p t e d  o n ly  by ou r 
b u sy  t a lk in g *  B ut th© S o u th e rn e r s  soon  began  t o  s ta n d  on t i p ­
to e  and su rv e y  th e  p la t f o r m  a n x io u s ly *  Soon a lo u d  o a th  was 
h ea rd *  accom panied  by th e  e x c la m a tio n *  ’He* s gone I ’ Then such 
a th u n d e r in g  stamped© as  t h e r e  was down th e  f r o n t  s t a i r s  1 have 
n e v e r  h e a rd *  'A© rem a in ed  in  th e  h a l l*  and p r e s e n t l y  Samuel J* 
b a y  came to  u s*  so a g i t a t e d  t h a t  he was pal©  t o  th© v e r y  l i p s *
’ Thank God, he i s  s a v e d * ’ he ex c la im ed ?  and we wrung h i s  han d s 
w i th  h e a r t s  to o  f u l l  f o r  speech*
The B oston  new spaper p re s s*  a s  u s u a l ,  p r e s e n te d  a  u n i te d  
f r o n t  i n  sym pathy w ith  th© s la v e h o ld e r s * • .  But th e y  w ere a l l  
in  th© d a rk  c o n c e rn in g  th e  m anner o f h ie  © scaoe? f o r  a s  th© door 
b e h in d  th e  c u r t a i n  was known t o  v e ry  few* i t  rem ained  a m ys te ry  
t o  a l l  e x c e p t  th© a b o l i t io n i s t s # - ^
A lth o u g h  p e r s o n a l ly  a c t i v e  a t  A b o l i t i o n i s t  me © tin g s*  Mrs* C h ild  d e ­
v o te d  her  e n e r g ie s  t o  w r i t i n g  volume a f t e r  volum e o f a n t i - s l a v e r y  m a te r ia l®  
B etw een 18SS and 1836 sh© w ro te  f o u r  such  volum es# Th® f i r s t  was Th© O a s is
-^Quoted i n  Thomas W* K lg g in scn *  John  G re a n le a f  ~W hittler*  pp* 69-61
a  g i f t  b o o k , p u b l is h e d  by B• G* Bacon o f B oston  i n  1834# The e d i t o r  
c o n t r ib u te d  n in e te e n  a r t i c l e s #  Always s h a r in g  t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e n t i ­
m en ts  o f h i s  w i f e ,  Mr* C h ild  p re p a re d  t h r e e  p a p e rs  f o r  th e  volum e* One 
o f  Mr# C h iId * s  a r t i c l e s ,  “ D e c is io n  in  th© S lav e  S t a t e s , ” d e a l s  w ith  
s l a v e r y  a s  a  d o m e stic  p roblem # The re m a in in g  tw o  ©re c o n c e rn e d  w i th  
s l a v e r y  i n  th e  B r i t i s h  p o s s e s s io n s *  He was w a ll  in fo rm ed  on t h i s  s u b je c t  
and  d e l iv e r e d  an o r a t i o n  in  honor o f  “U n iv e r s a l  E m an c ip a tio n  i n  th e  
B r i t i s h  E m pire” on A ugust 1 , 1834*^ The p o e t W hittie r**  and h i s  s i s t e r ,  
E l i s a b e t h ,  e a c h  c o n t r ib u te d  an a r t i c l e  on th e  h o r r o r s  o f  th e  M iddle 
P assag e#  The R ev eren d  Sam uel May w ro te  o f M ies P ru d en ce  C ra n d a ll*  s a t ­
te m p t t o  ad m it K egro g i r l s  t o  h e r  s ch o o l i n  C on n ec ticu t# ®  Much of th e  
volum e i s  made up o f s t o r i e s  by L eg ro  w r i t e r s ,  t o  whose work Mrs* C h ild  
was a lw ay s r e e e p t i v e •
In  1835 Mrs# C h i ld  p u b l is h e d  A u th e n tIc  A n ecd o tes  o f Am erican SI© very 
anonym ously  in  volum e f i f t y - s e v e n  o f th e  Ivl&rkhoe p a m p h le ts*  The p u b l i s h e r ’ s 
n o t i c e  i n  E v i l s  o f S la v e ry  t h e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  l i s t s  th e  A u th e n tic  A n ecd o tes  
u n d e r  th e  w orks o f Mrs# C h i ld .  I t  i s  a sm a ll volum e w hich  r e la te ©  th® 
m ost h o r r i f y in g  in c i d e n t s  o f s la v e  l i f e *  W hile th e  s u b je c t  m a t te r  a s  a  
c e r t a i n  m e lo d ra m a tic  q u a l i t y ,  i t s  o b je c t iv e  s t y l e  redeem s i t *  T here  i®
Bavid C h i ld ,  O ra t io n  in  Honor o f  th e  U n iv e r s a l  E m an c ip a tio n  i n  th e  
B r i t i s h  Efriplre* B o sto n s  G a r r is o n  and K napp, 1834
W h i t t i e r  ’ s c o n t r i b u t i o n  was “The S la v e  S h ip s ” w hich  was r e p r i n t e d  in  
th© n LI " a e ra to r” , H i #  24
•3#
°M is s P ru d en ce  C r a n d a l l  had b een  a r r e s t e d  and im p riso n e d  i n  B ro o k ly n ,
C o n n e c tic u t  f o r  a d m it t in g  B egro  g i r l s  t o  h e r  s c h o o l*
no  s e n t im e n ta l  a p p e a l  suoh a s  c o n t r ib u te d  muoh t o  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  Mrs*
C-. s fam ous n o v e l*  Mrs* C h i ld ’ s m ethod m s  shrew d p ro p ag an d a  w h ich  
o f f e r e d  p e r e l s e ,  w e ll-d o c u m e n te d  f a c t s  and  a llo w e d  th e  r e a d e r  t o  ju d g e  
th e  r i g h t *
The A n t i - S la v e r y  C a tech ism  and  The E v i l s  o f  S la v e ry  and th e  C ure o f  
S la v e ry  w ere p u b l is h e d  in  1836* H aving  been  a c t i v e l y  engaged  i n  a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  w o rk , Mrs* C h ild  m ust h av e  o f te n  b een  asked  many q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  
th e  movement* Ho d o ub t th e s e  q u e s t io n s  soon to o k  on a  p a t te r n *  To answ er 
them  Mrs* C h ild  p u b l is h e d  The A n t i - S la v e r y  C ateo h iam * W r i t te n  in  t h e  
form o f  a n sw e rs  t o  q u e s t io n s  m ost f r e q u e n t ly  a sk e d  b y  th o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
th e  c au se  o f t h e  s l a v e ,  th e  volum e had  an im m ed ia te  s u c c e ss*  I t  r e t a i n e d  
t h i s  p o p u l a r i t y ,  f o r  a  second  e d i t i o n  fo llo w e d  in  1839*
The E v i l s  o f  S la v e r y  an d  th e  C ure o f S la v e ry  to o k  th e  b a t t l e  i n t o  
t h e  S o u th e rn  r a n k s ,  f o r  t h e  e v i l s  w ere r e l a t e d  by th e  o p in io n s  o f  S o u th e rn e r s  
th e m s e lv e s  a s  e x p re s s e d  i n  t h e i r  own w ords* The c u re  o f s l a v e r y  i s  b a se d  
on h i s t o r i c a l  e v id e n c e  o f t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  su ch  e m a n c ip a tio n  w i th in  t h e  
B r i t i s h  Em pire* The seco n d  s e c t io n  of t h e  volum e e x p r e s s e s  t h e  o p in io n s  
h e ld  by Mr* C h i ld ,  who rem a in ed  v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s  q u e s t io n *
T hese  volum es a re  q u i e t  and  f a c t u a l ,  a s  a r e  a l l  Mrs* C h i ld ’ s  a b o l i ­
t i o n i s t  w r i t i n g s *  They a r e  c l e a r  and s e n s ib le  p ro p ag an d a  o f th e  h ig h e s t  
ty p e *  P e r s o n a l ly  d e v o te d  t o  t h e  c au se  o f t h e  s l a v e ,  Mrs* C h ild  was a b le  
t o  w r i te  w i th  a  q u i e t  o b j e c t i v i t y  w hich  added  f o r c e  t o  h e r  argum en ts*
Mrs* C h ild  w as no  m ere t h e o r i s t *  H ers  was a  p r a c t i c a l  h u m a n ita r ia n ism *  
In  1836 she c o n c e rn e d  h e r s e l f  w ith  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d ,  su p p o sed  t o  b® a  s la v e *
T h is  c h i l d  had  b e e n  b ro u g h t N o r th  from  New O rle a n s  and was k e p t  s h u t up 
a t  No* 21 P in c k n e y  S t r e e t  in  B oston*  ? f i th  th e s e  few  f a c t s  M rs* C h ild  
w ent i n t o  a c t io n *  As u s u a l ,  h e r  a p p ro a c h  m s  calm  and m e th o d ic a l*  The 
f i r s t  a c t  was t o  a t te m p t  t o  p e rs u a d e  th® c h i ld * s  m i s t r e s s  t o  le a v e  th e  
c h i l d  a t  t h e  c o lo re d  asy lum * F a i l u r e  in  t h i s  was t o  be e x p e c te d #  T h e re ­
f o r e  i t  w as n e c e s s a r y  t o  b e g in  a c t i v i t i e s  w hich  w ere s i m i l a r  t o  th o s e  so  
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r i e d  on by  I s a a c  H opper* a  P h i l a d e lp h ia  Q uaker who d e ­
v o te d  h i s  l i f e  t o  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  t h e  u n f o r tu n a te #  The i d e n t i f y  o f t h e  
c h i l d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  a  m ethod w h ich  i s  n o t  d is c lo s e d *  Mrs* C h ild  
w ro te  t o  Mr# Edward C a r p e n te r ,  " I  w i l l  n o t f i l l  t h i s  s h e e t  w ith  p a r t i c u ­
l a r s *  S u f f ic e  i t  t o  say*  t h e  way was opened f o r  u s#  We o b ta in e d  a l l  t h e  
e v id e n c e  we w an ted#  c a r r i e d  i t  t o  a  law yer*  who p e t i t i o n e d  f o r  a  w r i t  
o f  h a b e a s  c o rp u s )  th e  ju d g e  g r a n te d  th e  p e t i t i o n )  and th© man who h e ld
l i t t l e  Med i n  c u s to d y  was b ro u g h t up  f o r  t r i a l * * *  F i n a l l y  th e  ju d g e s  d e ­
a lo id e d  unanim ously  in  fa v o r  o f Med and l ib e r ty *
The h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  o f t h e  p r e s s  i s  shown in  th e  a r t i c l e  fro m  th© 
C o m r.e rc ia l G a z e tte *  in  w h ich  th e  e d i t o r  w ro te #  ”T h is  d e c is io n  th o u g h  u n ­
q u e s t io n a b ly  a c c o rd in g  t o  law  i s  much t o  be r e g r e t t e d )  f o r  su c h  o a s e s  c a n ­
n o t b u t i n j u r e  t h e  cu sto m  o f o u r h o t e l s ,  now so l i b e r a l l y  p a t r o n iz e d  by
n 2g e n tle m en  fro m  t h e  S outh*
^Let t e r s ,  p* 20
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W ith h e r  u s u a l  f r a n k n e s s  M aria  C h i ld  g iv e s  h e r  o p in io n  o f th e
e d i t o r ,  " V e r i l y ,  S i r  E d i t o r ,  th o u  a r t  an h o n e s t d e v i l f  and I  th a n k  th e e
1
f o r  n o t  b e in g  a t  th® p a in s  t o  c o n o e a l t h y  c lo v e n  f e e t *
I n  Hew Y o rk , M rs* C h ild  a g a in  fo u n d  h e r s e l f  in  d i f f i c u l t i e s  c o n c e rn ­
in g  a  f u g i t i v e  s la v e *  I n  1846 sh® p u b lis h e d  an  a r t i c l e  i n  th e  C o u r ie r *
She w ro te  t o  h e r  b r o th e r  th e  r a t h e r  m u s in g  r e s u l t s  o f  t h a t  a r t i c l e *
Th© p io u s  p r e s s  i s  e x c e e d in g ly  shocked  b e ca u se  I  c a l l e d  him  '  a  
l i v i n g  g o s p e l  o f fre e d o m , bound i n  b l a c k *1 I t  i s  so  b lasphem ous 
t o  c a l l  a  man a g o s p e l i  The D em o cra tic  p a p e rs  a cc u sed  me o f 
t r y i n g  t o  in f lu e n c e  th e  s t a t e  © le c t io n  th e n  p en d in g *  The fu n  
o f  i t  i s ,  t h a t  I  d id  n o t  know t h e r e  was an e le c t io n *  I  c o u ld  
n o t p o s s ib ly  have t o l d  w h e th e r  t h a t  e v e n t  t a k e s  p la c e  in  s p r in g  
o r  f a l l *  I  have n e v e r  known a n y th in g  ab o u t i t  sine®  I  was a  
l i t t l e  g i r l  on th©  lo o k o u t f o r  e l e c t i o n  cake*  I  know much ^ 
b e t t e r  who le a d s  t h e  o r c h e s t r a s  th a n  who g o v e rn s  th© s t a t e *
T hese i n c id e n t s  to o k  p ie c e  b e f o r e  th e  p a s s in g  o f th© F u g i t iv e  S lav e
Law* The p a s s in g  o f  t h a t  law d id  nob change M aria  C h ild * s o p in io n  in
th© n a t u r a l n e s s  of e a c h  man’ s  d e s i r e  t o  be f r e e *  H er o p in io n  o f t h i s  law
n e v e r  changed*  In  1861 sh e  w ro te  t o  a  f r i e n d ,  Lucy S e a rs*
Law i s  n o t  Iso?, i f  I t  v i o l a t e s  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  e t e r n a l  j u s t i c e *
I f  d runken  f o r e i g n e r s  a r e  h i r e d  t o  v o te  f o r  a  member o f  Con­
g r e s s ,  and th e  v o te  o f t h a t  member c a u s e s  t h e  enac tm en t o f 
th e  F u g i t iv e  S lav e  Law, p ro b a b ly  b e c a u se  he w ish e s  t o  o b ta in  
some s t i l l  h ig h e r  o f f i c e ,  a n  I  bound t o  s e l l  my f o u l  t o  p e r d i t i o n  
b e ca u se  t h e  i n i q u i t y  h a s  been  fram ed  i n t o  a  law ?
In  1852 Thomas S im s , a  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e ,  was s u r r e n d e r e d  i n  B oston* No 
lo n g e r  a b le  t o  seek  a  s l a v e 's  free d o m  by l e g a l  m ean s, M rs* C h ild  s t i l l  
wsw ore 'B y th© E t e r n a l , * t h a t  a s  M a s s a c h u s e tts  had s e n t  him  i n t o  s l a v e r y ,  
M a s s a c h u s e tts  s h o u ld  b r in g  him baok*” ^ H er f u t u r e  d e te r m in a t io n  i s  r e c a l l e d  
i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  h e r  f r i e n d ,  Mrs* S* B* Shawi
^Ib id*,  p* 20
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I  r e s o l v e d ,  a l s o ,  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  a l l  be done w i th  p r o - s l a v e r y
money* They t o l d  me t h a t  I  had  u n d e r ta k e n  t o  ’hoe a  v e r y  h a rd  
row * * I  e x p e c te d  t o  have t o  w rit©  a t  l e a s t  a  h u n d red  l e t t e r s ,  
and  t o  have t o  s t a t i o n  m y se lf  on th© s te p s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  House 
t h i s  w in te r  t o  b e s ie g e  p eo p le*  Sim s i s  a  s k i l l f u l  m echanic  
and  M s  m a s te r  a s k s  § 1 ,8 0 0  f o r  him* A l a r g e  sum f o r  an  a b o l i ­
t i o n i s t  t o  g e t  o u t o f  p r o - s l a v e r y  p u rs e s *  B ut I  g o t i t *  I  
g o t  i t  1 I  g o t  i t  I  H urrah*  1 had w r i t t e n  o n ly  e ig h te e n  l e t t e r s ,  
when on© g e n tle m en  p rom ised  t o  pay th e  w hole sum , p ro v id e d  I  
w ould  n o t m en tio n  h i s  name*^
When th e  w ar was o v e r ,  and s l a v e r y  a b o l i s h e d ,  Mrs* C h ild  w ro te  a
p o s t s c r i p t  t o  th® c a s e ,  when she in fo rm ed  h e r  f r i e n d ,  Mrs* Shaw, o f th©
i d e n t i t y  of t h e  p e rso n  who had p a id  th e  f u l l  sum t o  redeem  Thomas Sims*
I t  to g  M a jo r-G e n e ra l C h a r le s  D evens, who w as U n ite d  S t a t e s  m ar­
s h a l  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  th ©  r e n d i t i o n  o f  Sims* He made th©  o f f e r  
u n a ek e d j and  when Sims fo u n d  h i s  way K o rth  a g a in ,  he s e n t  h im , 
th ro u g h  m e, on® hu n d red  d o l l a r s  t o  a s s i s t  him t i l l  he c o u ld  g e t  
i n t o  b u s in e s s *  I t  seem s t o  me a  s i n g u l a r l y  n o b le  p ro c e e d in g *
I  su p pose  t h a t  hi® id e a  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f s u s ta in in g  la w , 
and h i s  g r e a t  a d m ira t io n  o f D a n ie l W e b s te r , l e d  him to  do w hat 
p a in e d  h i s  h e a r t  a t  th© tim e  and  t r o u b le d  h i s  c o n s c ie n c e  a f t e r ­
w ards*  B u t,  you w ould r a r e l y  f i n d  a  man who v*ould a to n e  so  
n o b ly  f o r  an e r r o r *
T h u s  M aria  C h ild  s e r v e d  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  as  w e ll  a s  t h a t  
o f  a  r a c e  re p re s s e d *
1I b i d * ,  p .  144
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I n  th® m id s t  o f  h e r  i n t e n s e  p re o c c u p a tio n  w i th  th e  i n t r i c a c i e s  o f  th e  
A b o l i t io n  m ovem ent, Mrs* C h ild  m ust have tu r n e d  w ith  a  s e n s e  of e sc a p e  t o  
t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  P h i l o th e a * T h is  n o v e l f i r s t  p u b lis h e d  in  1836 i s  a  c u r ­
io u s  c o m b in a tio n  o f  m elodram a and s in c e r e  w r i t in g *  I t  i s  a  " g e n t l e ,  
ig n o r a n t  rom ance o f  t h e  A th en s o f P e r i c l e s T h i s  G re c ia n  R om ance, " in  
w hich  a  Hew E ng land  m aiden  in  a  p e p iu s  t r i e s  t o  re fo rm  A s p a s ia ,"  i s  
n o t  e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l*  I t  w ould be in d e e d  to o  much t o  e x p e c t t h a t  any 
b u t a  p ro fo u n d  c l a s s i c a l  s c h o la r  c o u ld  p o r t r a y  t h i s  m ost b r i l l i a n t  p e r io d  
i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  A thens*  In  o rd e r  t o  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  p re s e n t  t h i s  age 
when th© m a s te r  s ta te s m a n s h ip  o f  P e r i c l e s  b ro u g h t him th e  a p p la u s e  o f  th e  
p o p u la c e ,  when s tu d e n t s  f lo c k e d  t o  h e a r  th e  te a c h in g  o f  P l a t o ,  when th e  
s t a t u a r y  o f  P h id ia s  was a s  renow ned a s  th e  fame o f th e  gods i t  p e r s o n i ­
f i e d ,  when th e  c e l e b r a t e d  A sp a s ia  " su c c e e d e d  a d m ira b ly  in  p le a s in g  th e  
good t a s t e  o f  t h e  A th e n ia n s ,  w h ich  she  m in is te r e d  t o  t h e i r  v a n i ty  and
t h s i r  v i c e s ;" 3 a  d eep  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f c l a s s i c a l  a n t i q u i t y  m ust be com­
b in e d  w ith  a  c r i t i c a l  g e n iu s  and an o b je c t iv e  s ty le *
A f te r  t h e  i n i t i a l  sh o ck  o f  h a v in g  Anx&goras and P l a t o  c o n v e rse  t o ­
g e t h e r ,  i t  becom es a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i n  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  t h i s  volum e E rs*  C h ild  
had done much r e a d in g  in  c l a s s i c a l  a u th o rs *  The d ia lo g u e  o f  P la to  and
*Ths C am bridge H is to r y  o f A m erican L i t e r a t u r e ,  I ,  p* 319 
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th® o r a to r y  o f  P e r i c l e s  a re  used e x te n s iv e ly *  C ustom s o f  th e  ar.e a r e  
i n t e l l i g e n t l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  th e  s to ry #  G re c ia n  te rm s  a r e  u se d  e x ­
t e n s i v e l y  and w ith  a c c u ra c y *  y e t  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th© age i n  same m easu re  
e s c a p e s  h e r#  The s t y l e  in  w h ich  i t  i s  w r i t t e n  i s  im a g in a tiv e *  show ing 
s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  b e a u ty  in  n a tu r e  and  t h e  w orks of1 man#
The c h o ic e  o f  p e r io d  i s  i n  k eep in g  w i th  th e  w r i t i n g s  o f th e  decade 
w hich  f e l t  t h a t  A m erica had no  ro m a n tic  p a s t  and t o  w rit©  o f  th© i d e a l  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  g o in g  b ack  t o  th e  d i s t a n t  p a s t#
I n  th® p r e f a c e  t o  t h i s  volum e M rs# C h ild  w ro te s
The p r a c t i c a l  t e n d e n c ie s  o f  th© age# and p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  th e  
c o u n tr y  i n  w hich  I  l i v e d ,  have  so  c o n t i n u a l l y  f a r c e d  me i n t o  
th© a c tu a l*  t h a t  my m ind h a s  seldom  o b ta in e d  freed o m  t o  r i s e  
i n t o  th® id e a l#  Th© hope o f  e x te n d e d  u s e f u ln e s s  h a s  h i t h e r t o  
in d u c e d  a  s t ro n g  e f f o r t  t o  th ro w  m y se lf  i n t o  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  
t i m e s |  w hich i s  p rone  to  n e g le c t  b e a u t i f u l  and f r a g r a n t  f lo w e rs #  
u n le s s  t h e i r  r o o t s  w i l l  answ er f o r  v a g ta b le s *  and t h e i r  le a v e s  
f o r  h e rb s#
In  th e  c r e a t i o n  o f P h i lo th e a #  th e  h e ro in e  o f t h i s  n o v e l ,  w© have a  
woman o f 'n igh m o ra l p r i n c i p l e s  u n w il l in g  t o  be tu r n e d  fro m  h e r  c o n v ic t io n s  
by  th e  p e r s u a s iv e n e s s  o f  A s p a s ia  o r th e  power o f  P e r i c l e s *  When r e l u c ­
t a n t l y  and h e a v i ly  v e i l e d  a s  beoama a  m aiden  o f A thens# P h i lo th e a  a c ­
co m pan ies h e r  g r a n d f a th e r #  A nacogras#  t o  th© r e s id e n c e  o f A s p a s ia ,  she 
was charm ed by th e  b e a u ty  w hich  abounded# y e t  spoke w ords of b o ld  admon­
i t i o n  a g a in s t  th e  a m b itio n  and s o p h i s t r y  o f  h e r  h o s te s s #  The c h a r a c t e r  
o f  P h i l o th e a  i s  v e ry  c lo s e  t o  th© B o s to n ia n  p r o p r i e t y  o f th e  n in e t e e n th  
c e n tu ry #  E ver d e s t in e d  t o  sp eak  th e  t r u t h f u l #  r a t h e r  th a n  p e rh a p s  t h e  
more t a c t f u l  word# she  e n t r e a t s  A s p a s ia ,  ” You have unbounded in f lu e n c e  -  
u se  i t  n o b ly  I No lo n g e r  se e k  p o p u la r i t y  by  f l a t t e r i n g  t h e  v a n i t y ,  o r
^ I b i d * , P refa ce
m in is t e r in g  t o  th© p a s s io n s  o f  t h e  A th e n ia n s#  L e t young men h e a r  th e  
p r a i s e  o f v irtu ©  from  th© l i p s  o f  b ea u ty# •* Oh, l a d y ,  n e v e r ,  n e v e r ,  had 
any  m o r ta l  suoh power t o  do good#” ^ T h is  s tr a ig h tfo r w a r d  s i n c e r i t y  and  
uncom prom ising  i n t e g r i t y  are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  P h i lo th e a  th ro u g h o u t h e r  
s to ry #  As a  f o i l  t o  P h i l o th e a ,  E udora, a  s l a v e ,  •vficm P h i d i a s ,  th e  s c u l p t o r ,  
had  p u rc h a se d  i n  h e r  e a r l y  c h ild h o o d  and t r a i n e d  up i n  h i s  awn h o u s e h o ld , 
b r in g s  o u t t h e  e v i l s  o f  A th e n ia n  s o c ie ty #  P a r a l l e l  lo v e  s t o r i e s  serv e  
a s  th© s tr u c tu r e  on w h ich  M aria C hild  b u i ld s  t h i s  m o r a lis in g  rom ance#
The n o v e l c a r r i e s  many o f  th© e m b e llish m e n ts  o f  t h e  s e n t im e n ta l  n o v e l#  
F lo w ers  and  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  f lo w e r s  a r e  u n d e rs to o d  by  a l l #  P e r i c l e s  r a i s e s  
a  ro s e  f o r  s i l e n c e ,  when A s p a s ia  sp e a k s  w ith o u t  c a u t i o n #2 The g a r la n d s  
p r e s e n te d  by P la to  d u rin g  th e  f e s t i v i t i e s  w ere s u i t e d  to  th e  n a tu r e  and a c ­
co m p lish m en ts  o f e a c h  r e c ip ie n t # 3 The in n o c e n c e  o f  c h ild h o o d  i s  a  f a v o r i t e  
i d e a  o f Mrs# C h ild #  T hroughou t t h e ‘n o v e l suoh  e x p r e s s io n s  abound# ” l t  
i s  good f o r  u s  to  keep  n e a r  our c h ild h o o d #  In  le a v in g  i t ,  we w ander from  
th e  g o d s , ” 4 P h i lo th e a  t e l l s  th e  c o u r te s a n ,  A sp as ia*  R e l ig io n  was a  m ajo r 
c o n c e rn  of th e  w r i t e r  of th e  s e n t im e n ta l  n o v e l#  T h is  r e l i g i o n  was of a  
p e r s o n a l  and  i n t u i t i v e  n a tu re *  I t  w ou ld , how ever, have w ith o u t  doub t 
s t a r t l e d  th e  s o p h is t  A sp a s ia  t o  have P h i lo th e a  r e a s s u r e  h e r  o f a  f u t u r e  
e x i s t  ©no© w ith  th e  f a c i l e  s o l u t i  o n , nL ady, t h e  s im p le  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  human
3* I  b id  * ,  pp* 32-33
2 I b i d * , p* 44
3 I b id * , P* 42
4 I b i d * , P* 34
s o u l h a s  ©ver th o u g h t of a n o th e r  ■world, i s  s u f f i c i e n t  p ro o f  t h a t  th e r e  i s
ones f o r  how c a n  an  id e a  be fo rm ed  by  m o r t a l s ,  u n le s s  i t  has f i r s t  e x i s t e d
in  th© d iv in e  mind?”
P h i l o th e a  i s  a  m o ra l New E n g lan d  dream o f  G reece  i n  th e  days o f P e r i c l e s ,
P l a t o ,  A n a x ag o ra s , and  P h i d i a s ,  an  ” i d e a l  p i c tu r e  of G reek  l i f e ,  s te e p e d
i n  th© p u r i t y  o f  i t s  a u th o r  f s  s o u l*  Th© d e s c r ip t i o n s  o f  th e  beau M s s  o f
A thens ar© on© o f i t s  charm s* i l a r l a  C h ild  lo v e d  b e au ty *  D e sc r ib in g  th©
s t a t u a r y ,  c o l o r s  o f t h e  ro b e s  and th e  e l a b o r a te  i n t e r i o r s ,  g iv e s  f u l l  scop©
t o  h e r  n o t  in c o n s i d e r a b le  pow ers of d e s c r ip t i o n *  W eakness i s  shown in
th© h i s t o r i c a l  p o r t i o n s  o f th e  book* The h o r r o r  o f th© p lag u e  in  A thens
and th e  e l a b o r a te n e s s  of th e  t r i a l  of P e r i c l e s  a re  o n ly  s k e t c h i l y  p re s e n te d *
Th© c h a r a c t e r s  seem. on th© w hole a c c u ra te *  P la to  sp ea k s  a s  in  h i s  d ia lo g u e s ,
y e t  th© s e l e c t i o n  of s e n t im e n ts  i s  su ch  t h a t  P l a to  em erges o n ly  a s  a sw eet
lo v a b le  i n d i v i d u a l  b e lo v e d  c h i ld r e n *  *E-y d w e llin g  on th e  m y s t ic a l  d o c t r in e s
*
o f  th e  p h i lo s o p h e r  t o  th© e x c lu s io n  o f h i s  p r a c t i c a l  t r a i t s ,  th e  a u th o r  
w anders from  h e r  u s u a l  c lo s e  a d h e re n c e  t o  h i s to r y *  Th© lo v e  s t o r i e s  c o n ­
s t i t u t e  th©  a n a c h r o n i s t i c  e le m e n ts  o f t h e  book* A i d  b la d e s  i s  b u t  a bogaed 
R o b e r t L o v e la c e , w h ile  th e  a b d u c tio n  o f E u d o ra  to o  c l o s e l y  re s e m b le s  bn© 
m aw kish ly  m e lo d ra m a tic  s e d u c t io n  of C h a r lo t t e  Temple*
To L o w e ll, t h e  a u th o r  was and rem a in ed  " P h i l o t h e a , ” f o r  i t  i s  a s  
suoh h© w ro te  th e  m ost charm ing  s k e tc h  e v e r  mad© o f  M a ria  C h i ld i
1 I b i d . ,  p .  92
2T r e n t ,  A H is to r y  of A m erican L i t e r a t u r e ,  p* 254
s E vert A* & Georg© L* D uyekinck , C y c lo p a ed ia  o f  American L it e r a t u r e ,
p* 388
T h ere  comes P h i l o t h e a ,  h e r  f a c e  a l l  ag low j
She h a s  j u s t  bean  d iv id in g  some p o o r c r e a t u r e ’ s  w oe.
And o a n * t t e l l  w h ich  p le a s e s  h e r  m ost -  t o  r e l i e v e  
H is  w a n t ,  o r h i s  s t o r y  t o  h e a r  and b e l ie v e
I t  m s  p e rh a p s  th e  t r a n q u i l  s p i r i t  w i th in  Mrs* C h ild  a s  m a n ife s te d
in  t h i s  n o v e l ,  w hich  c au se d  E d g a r  A lla n  Poe t o  w r i t e ,  "We tu r n  t o  th e s e
pu re  and  q u ie t  p ag es  w ith  t h a t  s p e c ie s  o f  g ra s p in g  s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th
w hich a  drow ning man c lu tc h e s  th® s h o re #"2 W ith  c o n s id e r a b le  e x tra v a g a n c e
*2
he f u r t h e r  p r a i s e s  i t s  s t y l e  a s  a model f o r  " p u r i t y ,  c h a s t i t y ,  and ea se # "  
P h i lo th e a  was th® f i r s t  a t te m p t o f  M aria  C h i ld  t o  r e t u r n  t o  th e  f i e l d  
o f  f i c t i o n  fro m  th e  r a n k s  o f  th® A b o l i t i o n i s t s #  A lth o u g h  she p u b l is h e d  i n  
M rs* S • J • h a le * s  Lady’ s M ag az in e , t h a t  e d i t o r  c r i t i c i z e d  h e r  in  th e  "Woman’ s 
R ec o rd ” f o r  " w a s tin g  h e r  s o u l ’ s w e a lth "  i n  th e  s e r v ic e  o f  th® m ost unpop* 
u l a r  c a u s e ,  an d  w h ile  r e c o g n iz in g  th e  b e a u t i e s  o f  P h i l o th e a ,  s t r e s s e d  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  i n  " d o in g  i n c a l c u l a b l e  i n j u r y  t o  humanity** sh® h as en g en d e red  
b i t t e r  f e e l i n g s  w h ich  have " p re v e n te d  th e  m e r i t s  o f t h i s  re m a rk a b le  book 
fro m  b e in g  a p p r e c ia te d  a s  th e y  d e se rv e * "  I t  i s  in d e e d  re m a rk a b le  t h a t  by  
h e r  own v o l i t i o n ,  having, c u t  h e r s e l f  o f f  fro m  a  l a r g e  segm ent o f  h e r  r e a d ­
in g  p u b l i c ,  t h i s  g e n t l e  rom ance y e t  r a n  th ro u g h  t h r e e  e d i t i o n s #  C on tem porary  
c r i t i c i s m  deemed t h i s  volum e " t h e  m ost e l a b o r a te  and s u c c e s s f u l  o f  t h e  
a u t h o r ’ s  p ro d u c t io n s * " ^  L i t e r a r y  s u c c e s s ,  h o w ev er, m eant b u t l i t t l e  t o  
M aria  C h i ld ,  a s  she  w ro te  t o  h e r  b r o th e r s
1 am v e ry  g la d  t h a t  you l ik e d  P h i l o th e a ,  and t h a t  t h e  d e d ic a ­
t i o n  p le a s e d  you# Among my p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s  th e  book  h a s  p ro v ed  
f a r  more of a  f a v o r i t e  th a n  I  had su p p o sed  i t  would# I  have
^-Quoted in  P ag ean t o f A m erica ,  I I ,  p# 210 
^ P o e , op* o i t » , p , 99 
^ I b i d # ,  p# 99
^Duyokinok, op# o i t # , p# 388
h e a rd  th® echo  o f  n ew spaper p r a i s e ,  h u t have n e t i n  f a c t  
seen  a  s in g le  n o t i c e  o f P h i l o t h e a * F o r  ny  own s a k e , I  
c a r e  l e s s  a b o u t l i t e r a r y  s u c c e s s  th a n  I  c o u ld  e a s i l y  wake 
people  b e l i e v e ;  b u t 1 mi g la d  i f  t h i s  work a d d s  t c  my 
r e p u t a t i o n ,  b e c a u se  i t  ■will h e lp  t o  i n c r e a s e  my in f lu e n c e  
i n  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  c au se*  I t  -w ill he a n o th e r  m ite  ad.decl 
t o  t h e  widow’ s fu n d  f o r  t h e  t r e a s u r y  o f th e  Lord*
The f a c t  t h a t  sh# a t te m p te d  suoh a  n o v e l s u r p r i s e d  even  h e r*  In  dune 
o f  1838 she w ro te  w ith  f e e l i n g  t o  h e r  b r o th e r s
I f  I  p o s se s s e d  y o u r k n o w led g e , i t  seem s t o  me a s  i f  I  c o u ld
nave th e  w hole w orld*  I  an. o f t e n  a s s u re d  and s u r p r i s e d  t o  
t h i n k  how many t h i n g s  I  have a t te m p te d  t o  do w ith  my s c a n ty  
s to c k  of l e a r n in g *  I  know n o t how I t  i s ,  b u t my n a t u r a l  
tem peram en t i s  suoh t h a t  when I  w ish  t o  do a n y th in g  I  seem 
t o  have th e  i n s t i n c t i v e  f a i t h  t h a t  I  can  do i t ;  w h e th e r i t  bepc u t t i n g  and m aking a  g a rm e n t, o r w r i t i n g  a  G reek novel*
M odest th o u g h  th e  a u th o r  m ig h t b e ,  i t  m ust h ave  s e rv e d  t o  g r a t i f y  
h e r  t o  h e a r  " th e  ech o ” o f u n s t i n t e d  p r a i s e  o f  th e  N o rth  A m erican R ev iew * 
"E very  page o f i t  b r e a th e s  th e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f g e n iu s ,  and shows a  h ig h ly  
c u l t i v a t e ; ]  t a s t e  in  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t* "  Even m ore g r a t i f y i n g  m ust have 
been  W h i t t i e r ’ s t r i b u t e ,  "Hew few  A m erican books can  compare w ith  th y  
’ P h i lo th e a *  I**4
The s u c c e s s  o f P h i lo th e a  m ig h t w e l l  have en co u rag ed  Mrs* C h ild  t o  co n ­
t i n u e  t h i s  im a g in a t iv e  ty p e  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  a t  t h i s  t im e  D avid C h ild  to o k  
upon h im s e l f  a t a s k  f o r  w hich h© was c o m p le te ly  u n f i t t e d  e x c e p t  f o r  un­
bounded o p tim ism  and a  s in c e r e  d e s i r e  t o  sp eed  th e  end o f s la v e ry *
*L e t t e r s ,  p* 21  
^ I b i d * ,  pp* 2 9 -3 0
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3# L ife  i n  N ortham pton  and New Y ork 
A f te r  th© a n n e x a tio n  o f th e  L o u is ia n a  P u rc h a s e , can® su g a r and  i t s  
p r o f i t s  becam e one of th© econom ic f a c t o r s  i n  th e  c o n t in u a t io n  o f  s la v e ry *  
S u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  can e  su g a r  were e a g e r ly  so u g h t b y  th o s e  who a r d e n t l y  w ish ed  
t o  h e lp  th® s la v e *  U nder th e  r e ig n  o f N apo leon  b e e t  su g a r  had b een  a  
p r o f i t a b l e  i n d u s t r y  i n  F r a n o e ,  b u t  no suoh a t te m p t  bad b een  t r i e d  in  
A m erica* The o n ly  b e e t  su g a r  r o o t  w hich  was e v e r  s e n t  t o  A m erioa was 
t h a t  s e n t  by  J o e l  B arlow *^ A fu n d  was s e t  up  b y  th e  A b o l i t io n  S o c ie ty  
t o  send a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  E u rope  in  1836 t o  s tu d y  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  F r a n c e ,  
B elgium  and  Germany* Who was b e t t o r  p re p a re d  t o  u n d e r ta k e  t h i s  phase  o f 
t h e  p r o j e c t  th a n  D avid C h i ld ,  a  s c h o la r  w e l l  a c q u a in te d  w ith  E urope and 
i t s  la n g u a g e s ?  T em p eram en ta lly  Hr* C h ild  w as w e l l  f i t t e d  f o r  th© a s s i g n ­
m ent* W ith  " s h i e l d  and  h e lm e t” h® s e t  f o r t h ,  b u t an em b arrassm en t o c ­
cur© d a t  th© dook , f o r  Mr* C h ild  w as , a t  t h e  v e ry  o u t s e t  o f  h i s  J o u rn e y , 
a r r e s t e d  f o r  an o ld  d eb t*  K ls  e n e r g e t i c  w i f e ,  w ith  j u s t  a  moment *s h e s ­
i t a t i o n  lalian f o r  once h e r  s p i r i t s  f a i l e d  h e r ,  c o m fo rte d  him in  p r i s o n  and 
fo u n d  f r i e n d s  t o  e f f e c t  h i s  r e le a s e *  Once f r e e ,  D avid C h ild  s t a r t e d  cm 
h i s  jo u r n e y ,  w h ich  was t o  mean e ig h te e n  lo n g  m onths o f  s e p a r a t io n  f o r  t h i s  
d e v o te d  co u p le#  He r e a d  e x t e n s iv e ly  on th© s u b je c t  and v i s i t e d  su g a r  
f a c t o r i e s  th ro u g h o u t  E urope*  F i n a l l y  he was re a d y  t o  d e m o n s tra te  th® 
p r a c t i c a b i l i t y  o f  r a i s i n g  b e e t  su g a r i n  A m erica* Baok in  th® U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  
D avid C h ild  d e c id e d  t h a t  th e  C o n n e c t ic u t  R iv e r  V a l le y  was b e s t  s u i t e d  
f o r  t h i s  e x p e rim en t*  To th© l i t t l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  com m unity o f N o rth am p to n ,
i
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M a s sa c h u se tts *  t o  r e s i d e  i n  tta  s o r t  of s h a n ty  w ith  tw o rooms and a  g a r r e t * ” 
w ent David C h ild  and w ith  him h i s  e v e r  d u t i f u l  w ife*  D evoted a s  was M aria  
C h ild  t o  th e  c a u se  w hich th e y  were a t te m p tin g  t o  fo rw a rd ,  N ortham pton  d e ­
p re s s e d  h e r*  ” l f  I  w ere t o  ch o o se  ray hom e,” she  w ro te  t o  h e r  b ro th e r*  " I  
c e r t a i n l y  w ould  n o t  p la c e  i t  in  th e  V a lle y  o f th e  C o n n e c tic u t*  I t  i s  t r u e *  
th e  r i v e r  i s  b ro ad  and c le a r *  th e  h i l l s  m a j e s t i c ,  and th e  w hole a s p e c t  o f 
o u tw ard  n a tu r e  m ost lo v e ly *  But oh* th e  n a rro w n ess*  th e  b ig o t r y  o f  man•”  ̂
T h is  la c k  of i n t e l l e c t u a l  com pan ionsh ip*  to g e th e r  w ith  e n d le s s  h o u seh o ld  
d ru d g e ry *  made th e  y e a r s  she s p e n t  in  N ortham pton  m ost unhappy ones* A f te r  
h e r  a r r i v a l  in  N ortham pton  in  May o f 1838* a  month © lapsed b e fo re  sh® s te p p e d  
i n t o  th e  woods which w ere b loom ing w ith  f lo w e rs *  F o r on© who lo v e d  n a tu r e  
i n  a l l  h e r  a s p e c t s ,  t h i s  was p ro o f  o f  t h e  h o u rs  s p e n t i n  u n c o n g e n ia l  h o u se ­
w ork* A p a t h e t i c  e a g e rn e s s  f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  co m p an io n sh ip  i s  shown in  a  
l e t t e r  t o  Mrs* E l l i s  G ray  L o ring*  in  w hich  she t e l l s  of a  v i s i t  from  John  
D w ight• ” 1 l e f t  my work in  th® m id s t*  and fla t down w ith  a  d i r t y  gown and
h an d s somewhat g r im e d , we w ere h ig h  up in  th e  b lu e  i n  f i f t e e n  m in u te s*  I  
p rom ised  t o  t a k e  a  f l i g h t  w ith  him from  th® w a sh -tu b  o r d l s h - k e t t l e  any 
tim e  #«•”
The c o n f l i c t  produced by th e  need  f o r  a  p o e t ic  o u t l e t  i n  th e  m id s t o f 
p r o s a ic  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i s  e x p re s s e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  A u g u sta  King in  November o f 
1 840 . n ***I s ta n d  betw een  ’tw o i n f i n i t i e s  and  t h r e e  im m e n s i t ie s ’ a s  C a r ly le
s a y s  (th© two i n f i n i t i e s  b e in g  co o k in g  done and t o  be d o n e , and t h e  t h r e e  
im m e n s it ie s  b e in g  m aking* m en d in g , and  w a sh in g )*  i f  t h i s  won’ t  d r iv e  p o e t r y  
o u t o f  a  m o r t a l ,  I  know n o t w hat w i l l * ” ®
* I b id * , p .  33
2 I b i d * ,  p . 28
® Ibid** p* 37
Her o our age retu rn ed  and in  January she was a b le  t o  chid© her b roth er  
g e n t ly  fo r  h is  concern* "The outward,*1 she w o t ® , "has no power o v e r u s  
but t h a t  which we v o lu n t a r i ly  g iv e  i t *  I t  i s  n o t I who d ru d g e , i t  i s  
m erely  th e  c a s e  c o n ta in in g  me* I  d e fy  a l l  th e  pow ers o f  e a r t h  and h e l l  t o  
moke me sc o u r  f l o o r s  and f e e d  p ig s ,  i f  I  choose m eanw hile  t o  be o f f  co n v ers­
in g  w ith  th e  a n g e ls* tt To her b r o th e r ’ s  concern  f o r  her r e l i g io u s  s ta te *
Mrs* C h ild  an sw ered i
You a re  r i g h t ,  ray d e a r  b r o th e r , t o  a t t r ib u t e  such f r e s h n e s s  a s  I  
have t o  a v iv id  r e l i g i o u s  sen tim en t and not t o  a  t h e o lo g ic a l  
t e n e t*  I f  I can in  q u ietu d e  and c h e e r fu ln e s s  fo r e g o  ray own p le a s u re  
and r e l i n q u i s h  my own t a s t e s ,  t o  a d m in ister  t o  my f a t h e r ’ s d a i l y  
c o m fo r t ,  I  see  t o  th o s e  who llv©  in  shadow s t o  be cooking fo o d  or 
Tuirsi ng m ed icin es?  but I  am in  f a c t  making d iv in e  works o f a r t ,  
w h ich  w i l l  r e v e a l  t o  me t h e i r  f a i r  p ro p o rtio n s  in  th e fa r  e te r n ity *
I f  I  c an  a n o th e r  th e  r i s i n g  a n g e r ,  and m e lt w ra th  w ith  l o v e ,  I  
have  w r it t e n  a  g lo r io u s  p ie o e  o f m u sic , t o  be sung in  my ’F a t h e r ’ s 
house o f  many m a n s io n s* * H ay, more p e rh a p s  I am doing somewhat t o  
make a h o l i e r  m u sic  d escend  t o  t h i s  w o rld , f i r s t  in  p u r i f i e d  a f ­
f e c t i o n s ,  and u l t i m a t e l y  in  w r it te n  n o te s *  In t h i s  v iew  o f th e  
a v e r - a c t iv e  ag en cy  o f  s p i r i t ?  how a p p a l l in g  i s  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
of a  human so u l?  how g lo r i o u s  i t s  c a p a b i l i t i e s *  A n o th e r means o f 
k e e p in g  my s o u l f r e s h  i s  my in te n s e  lo v e  o f N ature*
A l though  th e  n e ig h b o rs  m igh t be c o n c e rn e d  w i th  t h e o lo g ic a l  ja rg o n  and 
s t o r i e s  o f " v e s s e l s  t h a t  w ere w re ck e d , or s h a t t e r e d ,  o r d e la y e d  cn t h e i r  
p a s s a g e ,  b e c a u se  th e y  s a i l e d  on S u n d ay ln Mrs* C h ild  was nob d is c o u r a g e d , 
b u t w ith  th e  a id  o f h e r  husband  in  " t h a t  m ost o d io u s  o f  a l l  t a s k s ,  t h a t  
o f  g e t t i n g  s ig n a t u r e s  t o  p e t i t i o n s , ” th ey  ”r e s o lv e d  t h a t  t h e  b u s in e s s  
s h a l l  he  don® in  t h i s  town more th o ro u g h ly  th a n  i t  h a s  been  h e r e to f o r e * ”
The d i f f i c u l t y  of th e  t a s k  may be ju d g e d  by Mrs* C h i ld ’ s com m ent, " B u t ,
*0 L o rd , s i r l ’” 2
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 62
2 I b i d . ,  p* 33
The b e a u t i e s  of n a t u r e ,  o f w hioh she was e v e r  c o n s c io u s ,  su rro u n d e d  
M rs. C h ild  d u rin g  h e r  s t a y  in  N o rth am p to n , y e t  th e s e  w ere lo n e ly  y e a r s  
d u r in g  w h ich  she was c o n sc io u s  t h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f th e  s u c c e ss  of th e  e x ­
p e r im e n t ,  no  p o s s ib le  f i n a n c i a l  re w a rd  would come t o  th e  h o u s e h o ld . W h ite ­
w ash ing  a  s h a n ty ,  m a in ta in in g  i t  a s  a  heme w ith  no  d o m estic  h e l p ,  h a l f  
b u ry in g  t h i s  u n a t t r a c t i v e  house i n  f lo w e r s  grown from  seed  she  b ro u g h t from  
C o tta g e  P la c e  w h e re , she w r o te ,  " I  s p e n t th e  h a p p ie s t  y e a r s  o f my l i f e ,
M aria  C h ild  sp e n t t h r e e  y e a r s  made b e a r a b le  o n ly  b e ca u se  she and h e r  husband  
w ere f u r t h e r i n g  a c a u se  t o  w hich  th e y  were c o m p le te ly  d e v o te d .
The e x p e r im e n t ,  th o u g h  p ro v in g  th e  p r a c t i c a l i t y  o f r a i s i n g  b e e t  su g a r  
i n  A m erica , was n o t on a  s u f f i c i e n t  s c a le  t o  be f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  
y e t  th e  C u l tu r e  o f  t h e  B e e t , and M an u fac tu re  o f B ee t S u g a r,  o u b lis h e d  by 
David C h ild  i n  19*10, was aw arded a  prem iisn by th e  M a s s a c h u se tts  A g r ic u l­
t u r a l  S o c i e ty .  The s c i e n t i f i c  s u c c e s s  o f t h i s  e x c e l l e n t  volum e u n f o r tu n a te ly  
d id  n o t b r in g  com m ensurate f i n a n c i a l  r e tu r n s *  I t  was t h e r e f o r e  n e c e s s a r y  
t h a t  some m eans of s u p p o r t  be found*
In  t h i s  p e r io d  o f f i n a n c i a l  n e e d , d u rin g  th e  s p r in g  o f 1841 , K r .  C h ild  
was i n v i t e d  t o  e d i t  t h e  A n t i - S la v e r y  S ta n d a rd  in  Hew Y o rk . S in c e  he was 
d e e p ly  e n g ro sse d  i n  th e  N ortham pton  e x p e r im e n t ,  i t  was d e c id e d  t h a t  M rs . 
C h i ld  would a e o e p t  th e  p o s i t i o n .  Only d e s p e r a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  
c o n d i t io n  a n d  a r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i f  a  l i v in g  w ere t o  be made she m ust t a k e  
an a c t i v e  p a r t ,  r e c o n c i le d  h e r  t o  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n .  The A t l a n t i c  M on th ly  
v e n tu r e s  th e  s ta teserrfc  t h a t  ”th e  s e p a r a t io n  ggv* r i s e  n a t u r a l l y  t o  i l l -  
n a tu r e d  t a l k .  i n  th e  m inds o f  m any, such  an a c t io n  w o u ld , in  1841 , be
1 I b i d . ,  p . 41
^ A t l a n t i c  M on th ly ,  L , p* 841
i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  b a se d  on m a r i t a l  s t r i f e *  Ample scop© f o r  s p e c u la t io n  
o o u ld  be  fo u n d  in  t h e  f& ot t h a t  le a v in g  h e r  husband  in  N o rth am p to n ,
’.- a r ia  C h ild  went t o  New Y ork w here she engaged in  th e  un seem ly  t a s k  o f 
e d i t i n g  t h e  w eek ly  Nat i o n a l  A n t i - S la v e r y  S ta n d a r d e s t a b l i s h e d  by  th e  A n ti 
S la v e ry  S o c ie ty  d u rin g  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r  i n  o rd e r  t o  sp re a d  th e  A b o l i t io n
1 s t  d o c t r in e #  The g o s s i p ,  f o r  such  i t  w as , i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  s i l e n c e d  by
Mrs* C h i ld ’ s l e t t e r s  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d *  To h e r  b r o th e r  she w r o te ,  "V.y
d o m e stic  a t ta c h m e n ts  a r e  so  s t r o n g ,  and David i s  a lw ays so  f u l l  of c h e e r ­
f u l  t e n d e r n e s s ,  t h a t  t h i s  s e p a r a t io n  i s  d r e a r y  indeed#*** I f  t h i s  be n e t  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p u t a s to p  t o  any m a l ic io u s  ru m o rs , th e  fo l lo w in g  l e t t e r  t o  
Mrs* P i© roe sh o u ld  se rv e  th&o p u rp o se  %
My ta s k  h e re  i s  irk som e t o  me# Your f a t h e r  w i l l  t e l l  you t h a t
i t  m s  n o t &6&1 f o r  t h e  c a u s e ,  b u t lo v e  f o r  my h u sb a n d , w hich
b ro u g h t me h i t h e r #  But sine©  i t  w as n e c e s s a ry  f o r  me t o  l e a v e  
home t o  be  e a rn in g  som ew hat, I  am th a n k f u l  t h a t  my work i s  f o r  
t h e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  cau se #  1 have a g re e d  t o  s t a y  on© y e a r#  I  
hope I  s h a l l  th e n  be a b le  t o  r e t u r n  t o  my husband  and  r u r a l  home, 
w hich i s  hum ble enough , b u t  v e ry  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  me# S hould  th e  
S ta n d a rd  be c o n tin u e d  and  my e d i t i n g  g e n e r a l l y  d e s i r e d ,  p e rh a p s  
I  o o u ld  make an a rra n g em en t t o  send  a r t i c l e s  fro m  N ortham pton*
At a l l  e v e n ts  I  t r u s t  t h i s  w eary  s e p a r a t io n  from  ray husband  i s
n o t t o  l a s t  m ore th a n  a y e a r#  I f  I m ust be away from  h im , I
c o u ld  n o t  be m ore h a p p i ly  s i t u a t e d  th a n  i n  F r ie n d  H o p p e r’ s fam ­
i ly *  The5'  t r e a t  me th e  same as  a  d a u g h te r  and a  s i s t e r #2
^ 'ie  N a t io n a l  A n ti -S Ia v o ry  S ta n d a rd  was a  w eek ly  p a p e r e s t a b l i s h e d  in
1840 by th e  A n t i - S la v e r y  S o c ie ty #  The advanced  th in k in g  o f t h i s  g ro u p  i s
a p p a r e n t  fro m  th e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  was w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  & woman e d i to r #  In
h i s  w elcom ing a r t i c l e  th e  e d i t o r  w ro te  %
We g r e a t l y  r e j o i c e * # .n o t  m e re ly  t h a t  we have had e x t r a o r d in a r y  
a b i l i t y  and f a i t h f u l n e s s  e n l i s t e d ,  and  h e r  r e p u ta t i o n  e n l i s t e d  
i n  t h e  c a u se  -  b u t t h a t  th e y  com© t o  o u r a id  i n  th e  fo rm  o f woman•
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 41
2 I b l d « ,  p# 41
I t  w i l l ,  we a n t i c i p a t e ,  p rove  an  e a r  in  our e n t e r p r i s e *
Woman h as spoken  and w r i t t e n  i n  th e  a n t i - s l a v e r y  s e r v i c e ,  
b u t t h i s  i s ,  we b e l i e v e ,  h e r  f i r s t  a ssu m p tio n  o f th e  e d i ­
t o r i a l  o h a ir  i n  t h i s  g r e a t  movement*-*
F a r i a  C h ild * s  answ er i n  h e r  f i r s t  e d i t o r i a l  i s  p l a in  a lm o s t t o  th e  
p o in t  o f b lu n tn e s s *
I  am h e a r t i l y  o b lig e d  t o  b r o th e r  R o g e r s ,  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d l y
g r e e t in g s  and c o r d i a l  welcome*** i n  answ er t o  h i s  w is h , t h a t  
1 sh o u ld  on t h i s  o c c a s io n  * f o r g e t  e v e ry  i n c id e n t  o f  my esci s t ­
ance ,  e x c e p t my h u m an ity ,*  I  m e re ly  r e p l y  t h a t  I  w ould h e ,  
t o o ,  had f o r g o t t e n  a l l  e ls e *  Had Mr* C h i ld ’ s b u s in e s s  made 
i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  him  t o  remove t o  Few Y ork , h i s  e x p e r ie n c e  in  
e d i t i n g ,  h i s  c lo s e  o b s e r v a t io n  o f o u b l io  a f f a i r s ,  and th e  g e n ­
e r a l  c h a r a c te r  o f h i s  m in d , w ould have made i t  f a r  b e t t e r  f o r  
th e  c au se  t o  have him  f o r  a r e s i d e n t ,  and m y se lf  f o r  an a s ­
s i s t a n t  e d i t o r ,  b u t in  any  o th e r  p o in t  of v iew - i t  i s  q u i te  
u n im p o r ta n t t h a t  th e  a rra n g em en t i s  re v e r s e d *
In  t h i s  m anner d id  M aria  C h ild  e x p re s s  h e r  d i s p le a s u r e  i n  th e  d i s t i n c t i o n
made o f  h e r s e x  w h i l e ,  a s  u s u a l ,  she  p r a is e d  h e r h u sb an d , whose i n t e l l e c t
she  m o st adm ired  and on whom she depended f o r  th e  f a c t u a l  q u a l i t y  o f h e r
w r i t in g *
She p ro f e s s e d  t o  f in d  h e r s e l f  a  nbl&ok sh ee p ” among che new spaper 
w r i t e r s  and e d i t o r s  o f h e r  day* B o o k s e l le r s  c o u r t e s i e s ,  c lu b  l i b r a r i e s  
and o th e r  s o u rc e s  o f in fo r m a t io n  open t o  members o f  h e r  p r o f e s s io n  -were 
c lo s e d  t o  h e r*  I t  was o n ly  w ith  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  t h a t  sho was a b le  t o  
c o n tin u e  t h i s  w ork f o r  a p e r io d  of t h r e e  y e a rs*
The s u c c e s s  of h e r  e d i t o r s h i p  c a n n o t be doub ted*  The h ig h  p r a i s e  
b esto w ed  upon h e r  by  W endell P h i l l i p s  was h e a r t f e l t *  In  F e b ru a ry  o f 1842 
he e n t r e a te d  Mrs* C h ild  t o  rem ain  w ith  th e  S ta n d a rd  and h ig h ly  p r a is e d  
h e r  work a s  e d i t o r .
•̂N a t io n a l  A n t i - S la v e r y  S ta n d a rd ,  I I ,  p* 164 
^ N a tio n a l  A n t i - S la v e r y  S ta n d a rd ,  I I ,  p* 183
h© a l l  do  a p p r e c ia te  t h e  s e l f - d e n i a l  and e f f o r t  w h ich  th o  
s ta n d a r d  c o s t s  y o u , and sy m p a th ize  w ith  th© d isco u rag e m e n ts*  
b u t i f  t o  know t h a t  a l l  c l a s s e s  h e ro *  th e  u l t r a *  tho  m oder­
a t e ,  th e  h a l f  c o n v e r t  a-.,,, t h e  s e a lo u s *  th e  i n d i f f e r e n t *  th e  
a c t i v e *  a l l  welcome th e  S ta n d a rd *  and t h a t  i t  i s  f a s t  ch an g ­
in g  them  a l l  i n t o  i t s  own l i k e n e s s  o f  sound* l i b e r a l ,  g e n e r ­
o u s , a c t i v e  d ev o ted  man and women, w ith o u t p a r t i a l i t y  and 
w i t h rxtt h y p o c r is y  -  w ith o u t  sham -  s i f t i n g  c u t  and b u i ld in g  
up  -  m aking a  way f o r  i t s e l f  where  no  p a th  w as open b e f o r e  -  
• • • t h R -  i t  seam s a s  i f  th o  k e y s to n e  were pone when we t h i n k  
of you le a v in g  -  why do c h e e r  up and s t a y ,  w ere i t  o n ly ,  
woman* th a t  th o se  who t h i n k  l i k e  you may h a v e ,  in  y o u ,  t h e i r  
due in f l u e n c e  i n  th© c au se #  Have c o t  you and w@ s o u ls  and 
r i g h t  t o  be h e a r d ?1
D uring  th© y e a r s  in  Hew York ?,'a r i&  C h ild  n o t  o n ly  c a r r i e d  on th e
e d i t o r s h i p  o f  a n a t i o n a l  p a p e r ,  w r i t i n g  th e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f 5 1 h e r  so I f ,
b u t b e g a n , i n  1 3 4 1 , t h e  s t i l l  i n t e r e s t i n g  ” L e t t e r s  fro m  Hew Y o rk ,” w hich
a p p e a re d  i n  th e  B osto n  C o u r ie r ,  th e n  e d i t e d  b y  J o se p h  T# Buckingham#
"h e  l e t t e r s  c r e a te d  a l i t e r a r y  s e n s a t i o n  a s  t h e y  a p sc a re d *
They w ore p u b lis h e d  tw ic e  a  week* The c o u n tin g -ro o m  o f  th e  
C o u r ie r  was f i l l e d  b y  an e a g e r  c ro w d , h a l f  an  h o u r  b e f o r e  th e  
p ro p e r  t i m e ,  on th e  days when th e y  w ere e x p e c te d .  The p aper  
cam s, damp from  t h e  p r e s s ,  and many a  d e l i c a t e  glov© b o re  
t r a c e s  o f  th e  f e r v o r  w i th  w hich th© owner had. g ra sp e d  th e  
s h e e t#  d en  read, i t  a s  th e y  w a lk e d  s lo w ly  up S ch o o l S t r e e t*
Young women r a n  t o  Munroe and F r a n c is  b o o k s to re  f o r  t h e i r  
f i r s t  g lim p se #  These l e t t e r s  w ere re a d  a lo u d  a t  th e  t e a - t a b l e ,  
and th© n e x t  day ev ery b o d y  p a sse d  t h e i r  b r i g h t  s a y in g  a lo n g #
And, when th e y  w ere g a th e r e d  i n t o  volum es* J u n iu s  h im s e lf  
n e v e r  commanded a  r e a d i e r  s a lo * ^
Th© L e t t e r s  war© p u b lis h e d  i n  ‘two s e r i e s #  Th© f i r s t  e d i t i o n  of th e
Second S e r i e s  t e l l s  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  th© t i t l e  of th e  volum es
I  do n o t  c a l l  t h i s  volume L e t t e r s  from  Hew Y ork on a c c o u n t 
o f th© u n e x p e c te d  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e  f i r s t  v o lum e, o r b e ca u se  
I  c o n s id e r  i t  a l t o g e t h e r  a p p r o p r ia te *  b u t I  c an  th in k  o f  no
%  le a n  o r L ew is , ** L e t t e r s  of H&mdelY P h i l l ip s  t o  Lydia 1’a r i a  C h i ld ,” 
ew Lag la n d  M agazine ,  V, p* 731
^ U n i ta r ia n  R ev iew ,  XIX, p# 526
b e t t e r  nam e, u n d e r w h ich  t o  a r ra n g e  a r t i c l e s  so  m is c e l ­
la n e o u s  and in c o n g ru o u s  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c te r *  Many o f them  
a r e  now p u b l is h e d  f o r  th® f i r s t  t im e ,  o th e r s  have been  
s c a t t e r e d  th ro u g h  v a r io u s  p e r io d ic a l s *  I  c la im  f o r  them  
n o  o th e r  m e r i t  th a n  t h a t  o f  b e in g  an  h o n e s t r e c o r d  o f my 
own v iew s and  im p r e s s io n s ,  on s u b je c t s  w hich  m ost i n t e r e s t  
me* I f  you d is c o v e r  f a u l t s  in  my p re m is e s , or e r r o r s  i n  
my c o n c lu s io n s ,  i t  may a t  l e a s t  do you seme g o o d , by  e x ­
c i t i n g  y o u r  own m ind t o  in c r e a s e d  a c t i v i t y *  T h a t I  see  
g lo r i o u s  t r u t h s  i n  m ere f r a g m e n ts ,  and u t t e r  even  th o s e  
w ith  m ost in a d e q u a te  e x p r e s s io n ,  I am p a in f u l ly  c o n sc io u s*
But f r a n k l y  and c o n f i d i n g l y ,  a s  c h i l d r e n  d o , I  show you an 
im age o f my s o u l ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  th e  m ir r o r  o f i t s  p a s s in g  
th o u g h ts *  I  have  w r i t t e n  n o th in g  from  a f f e c t a t i o n ,  s e c t a r i a n  
p r e j u d i c e ,  o r p a r t i s a n  s e a l*  P e rh a p s  you w i l l  f o r g iv e  my
d e f i c i e n c i e s ,  f o r  t h e  sake o f  my k in d  I n t e n t i o n s ,  and
s in c e r e  lo v e  o f  t r u t h * *
T hese  l e t t e r s  a r e  in d e e d  " m is c e lla n e o u s * *  nThey c o n ta in  t a l e s ,  s p e c ­
u l a t i o n s ,  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  p a s s in g  © v en ts , and b r in g  a l t e r n a t e l y  t e a r s  and 
l a u g h t e r ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  v a ry in g  moods o f th e  w r i t e r  *"‘2 Thcraas H ig g in so n  
p r a i s e d  them  a s  th e  " p r e c u r s o r s  o f t h a t  m odern s c h o o l o f  n ew sp ap er c o r r e s ­
pondence in  w hich women have so  l a r g e  a  s h a r e ,  and w h ic h  h a s  som eth ing  o f 
th e  charm  o f women1 s p r iv a t e  l e t t e r ,  -  a  s t y l e  o f  w r i t i n g  vher© d e s c r ip t i o n  
p re p o n d e ra te s  over argum ent and s t a t i s t i c s  make way f o r  fa n c y  and e n th u s ia s m
Many have s in c e  fo l lo w e d  i n  t h i s  p a th ,  and p e rh a p s  Mrs* C h i ld ’ s l e t t e r s
w ould nob now be h a i l e d  a s  th e y  th e n  w ere« O th e rs  may have e q u a le d  h e r ,  
b u t she gave u s  a  new s e n s a t i o n ,  and t h a t  epoch w as p e rh a p s  th e  c lim a x  o f  
h e r  p u r e ly  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r * * 3
hew York in  th e  1840’ s was n o t t h e  te em in g  m e t r o p o l i s  o f th e  tw e n t i e th  
c e n tu r y ,  y e t  t o  M aria  C h ild  i t  seemed "a  p la c e  o f h u r r y - s c u r r y  and th e r e  was 
so m eth in g  b r u t a l  i n  i t s  l i f e *” 4  She was more a t  home * in  th o  r u r a l  out s k i r t
* L y d ia  M* C h i ld ,  L e t t e r s  from  hew Y ork ,  p* v l i
2
Jo h n  S* H a r t ,  The Fem ale P ro se  W r ite r s  of A m erica ,  p* 118 
^Thomas H ig g in s o n , C o n te m p o ra r ie s ,  p* 127
^Van Wyck B ro o k s , The F lo w e rin g  o f  Hew E n g la n d ,  p* 3 78
th e  charm ing  v i l l a g e s  on t h e  Hew J e r s e y  s h o r e ,  th e  -woody b an k s  o f 
W eehawken, a  w ild  g a rd e n  o f e a r l y  f lo w e rs * ttX A lth o u g h  n a tu r e  a s  a lw a y s  
a p p e a le d  t o  h e r ,  t h e r e  i s  th ro u g h o u t th e  L e t t e r s  from  Hew Y ork  a  co n ­
s c io u s n e s s  o f  th® c o n t r a s t  b e tw een  th e  k in d n e s s  o f n a tu r e  and th®  i n ­
h u m an ity  o f  man*
As i s  p a s s e d  B la c k w e l l ’ s I s l a n d ,  I  lo o k e d  wi ';h t h o u g h t f u l  s a d ­
n e s s  on th e  handsom e s to n e  e d i f i c e  e r e c t e d  t h e r e  f o r  a  L u n a tic  
Asylum* On a n o th e r  p a r t  o f t h e  i s l a n d  i s  a  P e n i t e n t i a r y *  l i k e ­
w ise  a  n o b le  b u i l d i n g ,  th o u g h  c h i l l i n g  th® h e a r t  w i th  i t s  b a r r e d  
d o o r  and  g r a t e d  w indows* Th© m o ra l ly  and th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  
in s a n e  -  s h o u ld  t h e y  n o t  b o th  be t r e a t e d  w i th  k in d n e s s ?  I t  i s  
a  q u e s t io n  f o r  s e r io u s  th o u g h t* * *  T h ere  h a s  a t  l e a s t  b een  k in d ­
n e s s  e v in c e d  in  t h e  l o c a t i o n  chosen*  f o r  i f  f r e e  b r e e z e s ,  b e a u t i ­
f u l  ex p an se  o f  w a te r ,  q u i e t ,  r u r a l  s c e n e ry  and ft h e  b lu e  sky  t h a t  
b e n d s  o ’ e r  a l l *  c an  ’m i n i s t e r  t o  th e  m ind d i s e a s e d , ’ th e n  s u r e l y  
t h e s e  f o r l o r n  o u tc a s t s  o f s o c i e t y  may h e re  f i n d  God’ s  b e s t  
p h y s ic ia n s  f o r  t h e i r  s h a t t e r e d  n e rv e s *
C i ty  l i f e  h a d , M aria  C h ild  f e l t ,  a  d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  on man*
The e n t e r p r i s i n g ,  th e  c u r i o u s ,  th e  r e c k l e s s ,  and  th® c r im in a l
f l o c k  h i t h e r  fro m  a l l  q u a r t e r s  o f th e  w o r ld ,  a s  t o  a  common
c e n t r e ,  whence th e y  can  d iv e rg e  a t  p le a s u r e *  Where men a re  l i t t l e  
known, th e y  a r e  im p e r f e c t ly  r e s t r a in e d *  t h e r e f o r e ,  g r e a t  num bers 
l i v e  w ith  somewhat o f t h a t  w ild  l i c e n s e  w hich  p r e v a i l s  i n  t im e  
o f  p e s t i l e n c e *  L i f e  i s  a  r e c k l e s s  gam e,  and d e a th  i s  a  b u s in e s s  
t r a n s a c t i o n *  W arehouses o f read y -m ad e  c o f f i n s  s ta n d  b e s id e  w a re ­
h o u se s  o f read y -m ad e  c l o t h i n g ,  and th e  sh ro u d  i s  s o ld  w i th  sp a n g le d  
o p e r a - d r e s s e s *2
The m an ia  f o r  s p e c u la t io n  i n  t h i s  m a l-fo rm ed  s o c i e t y  a l s o  d i s t r e s s e d  h e r  w ith
i t s  a p p e a l t o  young men who w ere d e p r iv e d  b y  c i t y  l i f e  o f n th e  no rm al ra n g e s
o f  a c t i v i t y  i n  s im p le  e n v iro n m e n ts*
The a u th o r  d e p lo re d  th e  A m erican te n d e n c y  t o  ape E u ro p ean  w ays and t o  
e s t a b l i s h  unw holesom e c l a s s  c le a v a g e  on th e  b a s i s  o f  money* She c r i t i c i z e d
XI b l d * , p .  376
^ L y d ia  M* C h i ld ,  L e t t e r s  fro m  Kew Y o rk ,  1 s t  S e r i e s ,  p* 67
2 I b i d * ,  p* 79 
4 I b i d . ,  p .  194
b i t t e r l y  th e  c o n t r a s t  between  t h e  lu x u ry  o f t h e  w e a lth y  and  th e  d e s o la ­
t i o n  o f  th e  poor*
"T hese  vo lum es from  th e  p o in t  o f v iew  of th® g e n e r a l  s tu d e n t  o f
«1l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y ,  a r e  p ro b a b ly  M rs* C h ild * s  m ost v a lu a b le  le g ac y #
" R e a l ly ,  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  A m erican L i t e r a t u r e , 11 w ro te  M arg a re t F u l l e r
i n  th®  D ia l*  The l a s t i n g  v a lu e  i s  in  a  la r g e  m easure  due t o  th® s h o r t
s t o r i e s  w h ich  a re  in c lu d e d #  T a le s  o f fo rm e r s l a v e s ,  r e c o r d s  o f  th e
P r i s o n  A s s o c ia t io n  and i n c i d e n t s  t o l d  by  th e  a u th o r  o f  h e r  by  f r i e n d s
w ere tr a n s fo rm e d  by  Mrs* C h ild  i n t o  e x tre m e ly  p o p u la r  s h o r t  s t o r i e s *
C h a r i ty  Brown, a  fo rm e r  s l a v e ,  who d id  Mrs* C h ild * s  w a sh in g , t o l d
t h e  a u th o r  o f h e r  e x p e r ie n c e s  a s  a  s la v e #  The y e a r s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  a l th o u g h
u n d e r  a  k in d  m a s t e r ,  w ere b i t t e r  ones#  On t h e  d e a th  of h e r  second  m a s t e r .
C h a r i ty  was " g iv e  f r e e •"  The m a s te r ’ s  w ife  w as, ho w ev er, a  " d i v i l "  and
d id  n o t  in fo rm  C h a r i ty *  F i n a l l y ,  h av in g  g a in e d  some s u b s ta n c e ,  C h a r i ty
b egan  h e r  l i f e  lo n g  w ork o f  b u y in g  h e r  s ix te e n  c h i l d r e n  fro m  s la v e ry #  The
s t o r y  i s  t o l d  i n  " p r e c i s e l y  C h a r i t y ’ s own w ords*1 f o r  t h e  a u th o r  d id  n o t
soon f o r g e t  " th e  n a t u r a l  e lo q u e n c e ,  o r t h e  s p i r i t  o f C h r i s t i a n  m eekness
n2and f o r b e a r a n c e ,  w h ich  so  b e a u t i f u l l y  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  h e r  e x p re s s io n s *
From th© r e c o r d s  o f  th e  P r is o n  A s s o c ia t io n  M aria  C h ild  rew rote th #  
s t o r y  o f  th e  "U m b re lla  G i r l , ” w hich  sh e  w as t o  r e p u b l i s h  in  t h e  L i f e  o f 
I s a a c  H o p p er* The t a l e  was t o  lo s e  none o f  i t s  p o p u la r i t y  by  r e t e l l i n g #  
How t o l d  a s  a  V a len tin ®  s t o r y ,  i t  m et t h e  p o p u la r  demand f o r  a  t a l e  o f
s e d u c t io n  w h ich  in c lu d e d  a  m o ra l#  The p u rp o se  o f p u b l is h in g  i t  i s .
^ A le x a n d e r Cowl©, The R is e  o f  th e  A m erican  H o v e l,  p# 61 
2L y d ia  M# C h i ld ,  L e t t e r s  fro m  Hew Y ork ,  F i r s t  S e r i e s ,  p* 56
1
Mrs* C h i ld  -w ro te , " t o  e x e r t  a  g e n i a l  i n f l u e n c e  on th® h e a r t s  o f  o t h e r s ;  
t o  do my m i te  to w a rd  t e a c h i n g  s o c i e t y  how t o  o a s t  ou t th® Demon P e n a l t y ,  
by th® v o ic e  of t h e  Angel Love#
Th® n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  v iew ed  p r o s t i t u t e s  w i t h  a  r o m a n t ic  p i t y  w h ich  
was e v i d e n t  i n  th® s t o r i e s  o f  s e d u c t io n  so  p o p u la r  d u r in g  th® l a s t  d e c a d e s  
o f  t h a t  c e n tu r y *  Mot so Mrs* C h i ld  -  h e r  c o n ce rn  was t o  seek  t h e  s o c i a l  
and p s y c h o lo g i c a l  c a u s e s  w hich  f o s t e r e d  t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  g ro u p  on s o c i e ty *  
C o n s id e r in g  h e r  l a c k  of fo rm a l  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  r e d e v e lo p e d  s t a t e  o f  
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g  i n  h e r  age* i t  i s  r e m a rk a b le  t h a t  she a p p r e c i a t e d  
th© c h i ld h o o d  p rob lem s w h ich  l e d  a lm o s t  i n e v i t a b l y  t o  t h e  " f r a i l  s i s t e r ­
hood*" Th© r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  Colum bian M agazine m ast have f e l t  sym pathy f o r  
th® E l i z a b e t h  W ils o n ,  who was hanged  f o r  i n f a n t i c i d e #  I n  c h i ld h o o d  t h i s  
u n f o r t u n a t e  g i r l  had b e e n  s t a r v e d  f o r  a f f e c t i o n  b y  an u n d e m o n s t r a t iv e  
f a t h e r  and  a  s te p m o th e r  who c o m p le te ly  l a c k e d  under s ta n d in g #  The s e d u c ­
t i o n  o f  t h i s  p oo r  s o u l  seemed i n e v i t a b l e  when a t  l a s t  she was t r e a t e d  
k i n d l y  by  a  s t r a n g e r #  Mrs* C h i l d ’ s u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e  c au se  o f  c r im e  
l e d  h e r  t o  e sp o u s e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  on® A m elia  Korman* M a rg a re t  P u l l e r  w ro te  
o f  Mrs* C h i l d ’ s d e fe n se  o f  t h a t  m a l ig n ed  womans
Th® a c t i o n  and  s p e e c h  o f  t h i s  l a d y  m s  o f  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  n o b le ­
n e s s ,  u n d e t e r r e d  by custom  o r  c a v i l  f ro m  d it ty  to w a rd  an  i n j u r e d  
s i s t e r *  She showsd t h e  oas© and t h e  a rg u m en ts  t h e  c o u n s e l  a g a i n s t  
th® p r i s o n e r  h ad  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  t o  u s e ,  i n  t h e i r  t r u e  l i g h t  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c *  She p u t  t h e  c a se  on th® o n ly  g ro u n d  o f  r e l i g i o n  and 
e q u i ty *  She was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  a r r e s t i n g  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  many 
who had b e f o r e  sh ru g g ed  t h e i r  s h o u l d e r s ,  and l e t  s i n  p a s s  a s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  a  p a r t  o f  th® company o f  men# They b e g in  t o  a s k
i  -
w h e th e r  v i r t u e  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  p e rh a p s  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  Man 
a s  w e l l  a s  t o  Woman, They b e g in  t o  f e a r  t h a t  th© p e r d i ­
t i o n  o f  a  woman m ust in v o lv e  t h a t  o f  a  m an . T h i s  I s  a  
c r i s i s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  c a s e  w i l l  be  i m p o r t a n t ,
One t a l e  w h ich  was a l r e a d y  a  p a r t  o f  .American f o l k - l o r e  was r e t o l d  by 
M ar ia  C h i ld  on O o to b e r  7 ,  1841s (-.n t h a t  d a te  she  t o l d  t h e  s im p le  s t o r y  o f  a
young Yankee who v i s i t e d  th© Eta pe r  o r  o f  B uss  l a .  As a  g i f t  he t o o k  t o  th®
Emperor an a c o rn  f ro m  Mount V ern o n , A p a r t  from  i t s  a p p e a l  t o  Am erican p r i d e
i n  Yankee s e l f - r e l i a n c e  and  i n g e n u i t y ,  t h i s  s t o r y  h a s  & ©harm w hich h a s  r e ­
s u l t e d  i n  i t s  c o n t in u e d  p o p u l a r i t y ,  Tho l a s t  t e l l i n g  was by  W a l te r  D, 
Bdmonds u n d e r  th© t i t l e  o f  Torn W hipp le ,
M a r ia  C h i l d ’ s  m y  o f  l i f e  w h i le  she was th u s  r e p o r t i n g  h e r  t h o u g h t s  
on Mew York i s  t o l d  i n  a  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1 8 4 4 ,
1 l i v e  i n  th© same q u i e t ,  s e c lu d e d  way* 1 am n e v e r  s ee n  i n
p u b l i c ,  and t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  som etim es a s k e d ,  ’Where on e a r t h  
d o es  she p i c k  up  a l l  she t e l l s  o f  New Y ork i n  h e r  l e t t e r s  t o  
t h e  C o u r i e r ,  f o r  nobody e v e r  s e e s  h e r?*  W i l l i s  saw my ’cap* 
th o u g h  on one o c c a s io n ,  A b i t  o f  l a c e  o u t s id e  o f  my head  was 
a s  much a s  1 sh o u ld  e x p e c t  him t o  see  of me, X supuose  you 
have s e e n  h i s  announcement t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  what box I  s a t  a t  
K i b l c ’ e j  a  f a c t  d c u b t l e s s ^ o f  g r e a t  im p o r ta n c e  t o  th® p u b l i c ,  
f a s h i o n a b l e  a n d  l i t e r a r y , 4'
A lth o u g h  she p r o f e s s e d  t o  a t t e n d  no l i t e r a r y  a f f a i r s ,  E d g a r  A l la n  ?o© r e ­
c o rd e d  m e e t in g  M rs ,  C h i ld  a t  th© home of M arcus S p r i n g ,  " a  New York m e rc h an t  
o f  l i t e r a r y  p r o c l i v i t i e s , * ’ T h e re  he saw M rs ,  C h i ld  t o  whom he r e f e r s  a s  
” one o f  S p r i n g ’ s  p ro te g e e s ,* 1 ' Mo doub t sh e  w ent t h e r e  w i th  h e r  l i f e - l o n g
•‘M a r g a r e t  f u l l e r .  Women i n  t h e  1 9 th  C e n tu ry ,  p ,  148 
^ L e t t e r s ,  p ,  66
®Mcrvey A l l e n ,  I s r a f e l *  I I ,  p ,  684
^ I b l d , » p® 884
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f r i e n d *  M a rg a re t  F u l l e r ,  a s  she  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  th© s o i r e e s  of M iss  Lynch,
w here  th© a u t h o r s ,  a r t i s t s ,  c r i t i c s ,  w i t s  and  d i l e t t a n t i  f o r g a t h e r e d *  T h i s
was th© g ro u p  Poe c h r i s t e n e d  th© L i t e r a t i ,  and a b o u t  whom he p u b l i s h e d  th e
volum e by  t h a t  name* Mrs* C h i l d ’ s f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  M a rg a re t  F u l l e r  was v e r y
c l o s e  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f o r  i t  was a t  t h e  home o f  Mrs* C h i ld  t h a t  M iss
P u l l e r  c l a n d e s t i n e l y  met Jam es N a th an  d u r in g  t h e i r  u n f o r t u n a t e  romance*
Thomas H ig g in s o n  t e l l s  o f  th© e a g e r n e s s  w i th  w hich  th® L e t t e r s  from.
New Y ork  w ere re ad *
I  m y s e l f  lo n g e d  a t  t im e  t o  o u t  f r e e  fro m  p r e s c r i b e d  b o n d a g e ,  and 
n o t ,  i n  L o w e ll* s  l a t e r  p h r a s e ,  t o  ’ p ay  s o  much o f  l i f e  f o r  a  
l i v i n g *  a s  seemed t o  be  e x p e c te d *  I  lo n g e d  anew , u n d e r  th® i n ­
f l u e n c e  o f  G eorge Sand and of Mrs* C h i l d ’ s  L e t t e r s  f rom  New Y ork j 
t o  p u t  m y s e l f  on more e q u a l  t e r m s  w i th  t h a t  v a s t  army o f  h and ­
w o rk e rs  niio a r e  ig n o r a n t  o f  much t h a t  I  knew , y e t  c o u ld  do so  
much t h a t  I  c o u ld  n o t#
^•Thomas H ig g in s o n ,  C o n te m p o r a r ie s ,  p* 77
r -
4* R e tu rn  t o  Wayland 
I n  1852 Mrs* C h i ld  r e t i r e d  t o  ¥ /ay land , M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  t o  n u r s a  h e r  
a g in g  f a t h e r #  W ayland, ab o u t  f i f t e e n  m i le s  w est o f  B o s to n ,  a t  t h a t  
tim e was a  t y p i c a l  s e o lu d e d  New E ng land  v i l l a g e  w i th  ” q u i e t ,  g r a s s - c o v e  r e d  
s t r e e t s ,  h e a v i l y  sh ad ed  "by a r c h in g  elm s where l i t t l e  t r a f f i c  d i s t u r b e d  
i t s  s e r e n i ty # # *  Ho r a i l r o a d  th e n  d i s t u r b e d  t h e  q u i e t #  The o n ly  r e g u l a r  
com m unication  w i th  t h e  o u t s id e  w o rld  was th e  o ld  d u s ty  y e l lo w  s ta g e *  w i th  
I t s  f o u r  h o r s e s  and c r e a k in g  ’ th o ro u g h  b ra c e s *  -editoh mad® i t s  d a i l y  l e i ­
s u r e l y  p r e g r e s s  th ro u g h  t h e  shaded  s t r e e t s ,  b r in g in g  t h o  m a i l  and t h e  one 
©xg i t© m ast o f  t h e  day*
H ere i n  t h e  q u i e t  f o r  w h ich  she had a lw ay s  lo n g e d ,  she c u l t i v a t e d  
h e r  g a r d e n  w i th  a s s id u o u s  oar© , w hich le d  a  f r i e n d  t o  s a y ,  "Mrs* C h i ld
to o k  a s  much p l e a s u r e  i n  c o v e r in g  up h e r  f lo w e r s  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  a s  some
„2
p eo p le  do in  making t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  c o m fo r ta b le  f o r  t h e  n ig h t*  The 
house  m s  a  sm a l l  an d  u n p r e t e n t i o u s  fram e d w e l l i n g ,  a  p h o to g ra p h  o f w h ich  
I s  s t i l l  i n  e x i s t e n c e # S Even w i th  th© r e m o d e l l in g  w hich  has  been  c a r r i e d  
on i n  t h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  Mrs* C h i l d ’ s r e s i d e n c e ,  th #  o r i g i n a l  d w e l l in g  i s  
a p p a r e n t#  The e a s t  room , w h ich  was th e  q u i e t  s i t t i n g - r o o m  from  w h ich  th #  
s t ro n g  w ords  o f  t h e  a u th o r  were t o  go f o r t h  i n  d e fe n se  o f  o p p re s se d  human­
i t y ,  i s  much th e  same t o d a y ,  w i th  i t s  low c e i l i n g ,  f i r e p l a c ®  and end door 
w i th  t h e  o ld  l a t c h  s t i l l  s e r v in g  i t s  p u rp o se *  Only th #  prism® i n  w hich  
she d e l i g h t e d  a r e  now m is s in g #
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T h is  p h o to g ra p h  i s  i n  th© house  ^Aiioh i s  now owned by Mrs* Mary H a r r i s *
1C
T h i s  home was n e v e r  a  c o m f o r ta b le  one , even  f o r  th® s t a n d a r d s  o f  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  r u r a l  New E ng land#  To h e r  d e a r  f r i e n d ,  Mrs# Shaw,
■ aria  C h i ld  w o t®  i n  t h e  o o ld  month o f  F e b r u a r y  1 0 6 3 ,  t e l l i n g  h e r  t h a t  
sh® w ould  b© d e l i g h t e d  t o  h a r e  a  f r i e n d  com© f o r  a  v i s i t ,  b u t  e x p l a i n ­
in g *
You c o u ld  n o t  be *& b u rd e n 1 t o  m®, i f  i t  wsi*@ i n  my power t o  
make you ecsnf o r t a b l e ;  b u t  I  r e g r e t  t o  s a y  t h a t  i t  i s  o u t  of 
my p o w er ,  a t  t h i s  in c le m e n t  season® By t a k i n g  a l l  s o r t s  o f  
p r e c a u t i o n s ,  w© keep  on© room warm, b u t  th© r e s t  o f  t h e  house  
i s  o o ld  a s  a  b a rn *  R aving  p ro c u re d  a  s t o r e  f o r  t h e  g u e s t  cham­
b e r ,  1 th o u g h t  1 s h o u ld  be a b le  t o  make you c o m f o r t a b l e ;  i f  you 
s h o u ld  chance  t o  com© i n  w i n t e r  j b u t ,  a l a s ,  n in e  t i m e s  o u t o f  
t e n ,  t h e  smoke r o l l s  down t h e  ch im ney , and f i l l s  th® h o u s e ,  i f  
I  a t t e m p t  t o  make a  f i r e *  I  have  t r i e d  v e r y  d i l i g e n t l y ,  b u t  
c a n n o t  g e t  i t  r e m e d ie d ,  f o r  lo v e  o r  money* W© w arn  our n i g h t  
®! o th e s  and  p u t  th em  on by  ou r  s i t t i n g  rcom f i r ® ,  and t h e n  
scam per up s t a i r s ,  an d  p lu n g e  i n t o  bed  a s  q u ic k  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  
w i th  a  h o t  s o a p - s t o n e  a t  o u r  f e e t *1
W hile t h i s  h o u se  was no doub t u n c o m f o r ta b le ,  i t  was a  horn© t o  t h i s
d e v o te d  co u p le*  A f t e r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  m a r r i e d  l i f e ,  she  w ro b © t o
h e r  hu sb an d  on t h e  o c c a s io n  o f one of; h i s  r a r e  a b s e n c e s t
Yy b o a r  Good D av id ,  T h in g s  re m a in  much a s  vfoen you left#®#How 
m e la n c h o ly  I  f e l t  when you w ent o f f  i n  t h e  m orn ing  d a rk n e ss*
I t  seemed a s  i f  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  m® w as tu m b l in g  down; a s  i f  I  
n e v e r  war© t o  have a n e s t  and a  m ate  an y  mors® Good, k i n d ,  g e n ­
e r o u s ,  magnanimous s o u l*  i t  a lm o s t  mad© rm c r y  t o  s s e  hem c a r e ­
f u l l y  you  had a r r a n g e d  e v e r y th in g  f o r  my c o m fo r t  b e f o r e  you w e n t ,
-  so  much k i n d l i n g  s t u f f  s p l i t  ur> and th o  b r i c k s  p i l e d  up  t o  
p r o t e c t  my f lo w e r s *
The g r o a t  ©1m o f  t h e i r  day  i s  no m o re ,  b u t  a  b e a u t i f u l  f o u n t a i n  s t a n d s
i n  p e rh a p s  t h e  same s p o t  wher© David C h i ld  *
l a i d  t h e  p i p e s  and mad® a  l i t t l e  f o u n t a i n  i n  h i s  g a r d e n ,  w i th  
many a  d i s s e r t a t i o n  on th® law s o f  h y d r a u l i c s ,  and d e s c r i p t i o n s  
o f  fam ous f o u n t a i n s  and  a q u e d u c t s ,  t o  h i s  f r i e n d s  who m ig h t  come
M a n u s c r i p t  l e t t e r ,  W ayland P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
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t o  w a tch  h i s  w o rk .  When a l l  t h i s  was d o n a ,  he p la o e d  p r e t t y  
c o l o r e d  s e a  s h e l l s  i n  t h e  b a s i n ,  by  w hich  he and h i s  w ife  
would s i t  w a tc h in g  th e  r i p p l e  o f  th e  t i n y  sh o w er ,  w i t h  t h e  
sun  beams p la y in g  on t h e  sand and s h e l l s s  and g r e a t  was Mrs*
C h i l d ' s  d e l i g h t  when th e  b i r d s  d i s c o v e r e d  i t ,  and made i t  
t h e i r  b a t h ,  s p r a y in g  t h e  f lo w e r  beds  w i th  t h e i r  l i t t l e  w ings 
a s  t h e y  f l u t t e r e d  i n  th e  w a te r* ^
Wayland i n  th e  1 8 5 0 's  was in d e e d  r u r a l *  The p l e a s u r e s  M ar ia  C h i ld  
e n jo y e d  were s im p le  b u t  l a s t i n g *  She w ro te  t o  h e r  husband i n  r e s p o n s e  
t o  one of h i s  "ch a rm in g  lo v e  l e t t e r s , "  w r i t t e n  t o  h e r  d u r in g  a te m p o ra ry  
s e p a r a t i o n *
You say  you hope we had some d ro p s  of r a i n  h e re *  Such a s to rm  
a s  we had I  have s e ld o n  w i tn e s s e d *  Th© day a f t e r  you went aw ay, 
t h e r e  came one of th o s e  d r e a d f u l  h u r r i c a n e s  of w in d , sm ashing 
my f lo w e r s  and t e a r i n g  e v e r y t h i n g ,  r i g h t  and l e f t *  I  was i n  
ho p es  i t  would go  down w i t h  t h e  s u n ,  b u t  i t  d id  n o t*  I% sn®vsr 
I  wok© d u r in g  th e  n i g h t  I h ea rd  e v e r y th in g  ro o k in g  and r e e l i n g *
I n  t h e  m orning I  went t o  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e  poor l i t t l e  sp a rro w  i n  
t h e  r o s e  b u s h ,  whcm 1 had seen  th® day b e f o r e ,  s h u t t i n g  h e r  e y es  
h a rd  and s t i c k i n g  t o  h e r  n e s t ,  which was t o s s e d  abou t l i k e  a  
s h ip  i n  a  heavy  g a le *  I  w anted  much t o  h e lp  h e r ,  b u t  c o u ld  n o t*
Next morning I  found  t h e  n e s t  n e a r l y  w renched f ro m  th #  b ush  and 
tw o c f  th© eggs  on th© ground* They w ere s t i l l  warm, so  1 r e ­
p la c e d  th e m , r i g h t e d  th e  n e s t  and f a s t e n e d  I t  t o  th® tw ig  w i th  
s t r i n g s #  To my g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  she r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  p a t i e n t  l a b o r  
of i n c u b a t io n *
W hile t h i s  was a  s e c lu d e d  l i f e ,  i t  was n o t  an i d l e  one* As u s u a l  
M ar ia  C h i ld  d id  h e r  own housew ork w i th  h e r  u s u a l  e f f i c i e n c y ,  and th® r e ­
m a in d e r  o f  h e r  t im e  was d e v o te d  t o  th #  s e r v i c e  o f o th e r s *  Her sympathy 
was c a t h o l i c ,  g o in g  f o r t h  t o  t h e  "common d ru n k a rd "  of th® town and t o  
th® o p p re s s e d  o f  t h e  n a t io n *
T h ree  y e a r s  p a s se d  and  she f a c e d  t h e  l o s s  o f  h e r  f a t h e r *  A lthough  
n i n e t y  y e a r s  of age  and a  man of some o d d i t i e s ,  Mr* F r a n c i s  was m e n t a l l y  
h a l e  and a  b s lo v e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  h i s  d a u g h te r ,  whose f i l i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s
■^Cutting, op* c i t * ,  p* 42 
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w ere a lw ays a p le a s u r e *  At h i s  d e a th  she was une on s o l  ab le*  To r s *  Shaw 
sh® w ro te  t
Y e s ,  my b e lo v e d  f r i e n d ,  t h e  o ld  man h a s  gone home ; and u n l e s s  
you had  had such  a  c h a rg e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  you c o u ld  n o t  im­
a g in e  how l o n e l y  and d e s o l a t e  I  f e a l «  L ig h t  and day he was on 
ray m in d ,  and now th #  o c c u p a t io n  o f my l i f e  seems gone# I  have 
much work t o  do , b o th  m e n ta l  and manual? b u t  a s  y e t  I  c a n n o t  
s e t t l e  down t o  work* Always t h a t  d r e a r y  v o i d !  I  went t o  B oston  
and s p e n t  f o u r  days?  b u t  t h e  d r e a r i n e s s  wont w i th  me* The o ld  
man lo v e d  me; and you know hew f o o l i s h l y  my n a t u r e  c r a v e s  lov©,** 
Always when X came back  from  B o s to n  t h e r e  was a b r i g h t  f i r e l i g h t  
i n  h i s  room f o r  me, and h i s  hand was e a g e r l y  s t r e t c h e d  o u t ,  and 
th© o ld  f a c e  l i g h t e d  u p ,  as  he s a i d ,  ’You*re welcome b a c k ,  L 'a ria*  *
T h is  t im e ,  when I oam© home, i t  was a l l  d a rk  and s i l e n t ,  I  a l ­
m ost c r i e d  m y s e l f  b l i n d ,  and  th o u g h t  1 would w i l l i n g l y  be f e t ­
t e r e d  t o  h i s  b e d s id e  f o r  y # a r s ,  i f  I  oou ld  o n ly  h e a r  t h a t  vole® 
a g a in *  T h is  i s  w e a k n e ss ,  I  know* _Uy s p i r i t s  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s , r e ­
bound f ro m  th e  p r e s s u r e  as  soon a s  I c an  f a i r l y  g e t  t o  w ork* 1
G radu ally  c o n s o l a t i o n  came * I n  s p r in g  o f t h a t  y e a r  she a g a in  w ro te
t o  Mrs* Shawi
T h is  w i n t e r  has  been  th e  l o n e l i e s t  o f  my l i f e .  I f  you c o u ld  know 
my s i t u a t i o n  you would p ronounce  i t  u n e n d u ra b le *  I  should. Lav©
th o u g h t  so  m y s e l f  i f  I  had had a fo re sh ad o w in g  o f  i t  © few  y e a r s
a g o .  But t h e  human mind can  g e t  a c c l im a te d  t o  a n y t h i n g ,  That 
w i t h  c o n s t a n t  o c c u p a t io n  and t h e  happy  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  
and c h e e r in g  my poor o ld  f a t h e r  i n  h i s  d e s c e n t  i n t o  th© g r a v e ,  I  
am a lm o s t  a lw ay s  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  s e r e n e  c o n te n tm e n t , 2
The s e c l u s i o n  o f t h e  l i f e  i n  Way la n d  s u i t e d  h e r*  Sh© rem ain ed  f o r  
tw e n ty  y e a r s ,  end much of h e r  work was done th e r ® .  A f t e r  th e  d e a th  o f  h e r  Y 
f a t h e r ,  the r©  w ere  no t i e s  t o  keep  h e r  i n  Way l a n d ,  f o r  a l th o u g h  h e r  b r o t h e r  
Jam es l i v e d  n e a r b y  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  were n o t  s y m p a th e t ic *  "He was qu it®  u n ­
l i k e  h i s  s i s t e r  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  b e in g  an  ’ Old Lin© D em o cra t1 o f  t h e  J e f f e r s o n -
J& ck so n ia n  s t r i p e ,  and p e rh a p s  more p r o -  th a n  a n t i - s l a v e r y *  I t  i s  s a id
3-L e t t e r s ,  p ,  87
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he u sed  t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  h i s  s i s t e r * s  a t t i t u d e  on t h e  s l a v e r y  q u e s t i o n
«1had c a u se d  him much g r i e f *
T h e re  w ere  many c o m p e n sa t io n s  f o r  th e  q u i e t  l i f e  sh® led*  She was
e x t r e m e ly  b u s y  w i th  h e r  hooks and  t h e  s e c l u s i o n  was j u s t  what sh® da s i r e d #
wAs h e r  n e ig h b o r s  e x p r e s s e d  i t *  *Sh» d i d  no t want much company, she was
t o o  busy  t o  g iv e  h e r  t im e  t o  i t ;  she came i n t o  town t o  be by h e r s e l f * *
So p r e v a l e n t  was t h i s  f e e l i n g  among h e r  n e ig h b o r s  and f r i e n d s ,  and so
2w e l l  known was h e r  w is h  i n  t h e  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  b u t  few  peop le  c a l l e d *
T h a t she  v a lu e d  t h i s  r e s p e c t  f o r  h e r  p r iv a c y  i s  a p p a r e n t  f ro m  h e r  d i s a p ­
p ro v a l  of t h e  coming o f  a  r a i l r o a d  i n t o  Wayland* In  e x p r e s s in g  h e r s e l f  
t o  a  f r i e n d  sh® one d a y  e x o la in c jd ,  nA r a i l r o a d  would be a  n u i s a n c e ,  i t  
w ould  b r i n g  s o  much company from  Boston# I f  we had a  r a i l r o a d  t o  W ayland, 
t h e  p e o p le  w ould  w an t t o  f o l l o w  t h e  B oston  f a s h i o n s •**
The g e n e r a l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  community made i t  an a g r e e a b le  p la c e  
f o r  M ar ia  C h ild #  Among t h o s e  who were h e r  l i t e r a r y  p e e r s  was Poet o r  
Edmund H. S e a r s ,  t h e n  p a s t o r  of t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church* An a r d e n t  a b o l i -
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t i o n i c t .  Dr* S e a rs  f r e e l y  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  o p in io n  from  h i s  p u l p i t *
In  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p o e t r y  Dr# S e a r s  i s  known as  th® a u th o r  o f  t h e  w e l l -  
known hymn b e g i n n i n g ,  " i t  came upon t h e  m id n ig h t  c l e a r # w When sh® c o m p iled  
Looking to w a rd  S u n s e t  Mrs* C h i ld  in c lu d e d  h i s  " E v e r l a s t i n g  Youth* from  
F o reg le a m s  o f  I m m o r t a l i t y , t h u s  e x p r e s s in g  h e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  hi® a b i l i t y  
a s  a  w r i t e r  and h e r  r e s p e c t  o f  him a s  a  f r i e n d *
^■Hudson, op* c i t # ,  p# 40?
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Th@ advanced  s t a t e  o f  c u l t u r e  i n  t h i s  v i l l a g e  i s  shown b y  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  th® second  p u b l i o  l i b r a r y  in  America was e s t a b l is h e d  there®  I n
I8 6 0  t h e r e  wsr® o n ly  s i x t y f x v s  l i b r a r i e s  i n  t h e  whole c o u n t r y * th u s
t h i s  v i l l a g ©  was m ost p r o g r e s s iv a *  - - a r i a  C h i l d ’ s w i l l  l e f t  t h i s  l i b r a r y
a  fu n d  o f  on© h u n d red  d o l l a r s #  Sh© may have c o n t r i b u t e d  th® com ple te
s e t  o f  h e r  works# w hich  i s  s t i l l  a  trea su re^  i t e m  in  t h i s  ch arm in g  lib rary® *
3!
u r a d u a l l y  l i t e r a r y  work r e c l a i m e d  M aria  C h i ld  and i n  13&&' she w ro te
th© b io g r a p h y  of I s a a c  Hopper# Q uaker A b o l i t i o n i s t *  I n  th© p r e f a c e  o f  t h i s
volume she w r o t e :
f r i e n d  Hopper l i v e d  a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  f o r  o th er 8 f and i t  i s  a  
s t r i k i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of th© f a c t #  t h a t  I  have o f t e n  fo u n d  i t  
im p o s s i b l e  t o  w rit©  h i s  b io g ra p h y  w i th o u t  h a v in g  i t  c o n s i s t  
l a r g e l y  o f th #  a d v e n tu r e s  o f  o t h e r  p eop le*
T h i s  i s  t r u e  of t h e  volume# a  p ro m in en t  p o r t i o n  o f  w h ich  i s  composed o f
n a r r a t i v e s  and a n e c d o te s  o f  f u g i t i v e  s l a v e s  b a se d  on T a l e s  o f  O p p re ss io n
p u b l i s h e d  i n  v a r i o u s  new sp ap ers  by  t h o  s u b j e c t  o f  th© b io g ra p h y *  M ar ia
C h i ld  cues  nob t e l l  t h e s e  t a l e s  i n  Mr® H o p p e r’ s w ords  b e ca u se#  a s  she  w ro te*
I  w ish e d  t o  p r e s e n t  them in  a  more c o n c i s e  form# and p a r t l y  
b e ca u se  th® p r i n c i p a l  a c t o r  c o u ld  be spoken of more f r e e l y  
by a  t h i r d  p e rson#  t h a n  he oou ld  speak o f  h im s e l f *  M oreover 
he had  a  more d ra m a t io  way o f  t e l l i n g  a  s t o r y  th a n  he had o f  
w r i t i n g  i i j  and  1 have t r i e d  t g embody h i s  u n w r i t t e n  s t y l e  a s  
n e a r l y  a s  I  c o u ld  remember it® *
An e lem en t o f  c o n tem p o ra ry  e v a l u a t i o n  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h i s  P re fa c e
i n  a  c o m p ar iso n  o f  f a c t s *
w hich  w ere  c o n t in u o u s ly  o c c u r r in g  w i t h i n  F r i e n d  H o p p er’ s p e r ­
s o n a l  know ledge w hich c o r r o b o r a t e  t h e  p i c t u r e s  cf s l a v e r y  drawn
*A lfred  Hudson# The A n n a ls  o f  Sudbury# Wayland # and Maynard M iddle s e x  
Co u n ty # M assachns e t t s #  p* 1 0 2 ...
^Lydia C h ild #  I s a a c  H opper* a. True  L i f e * p* v
^ Ib id * , p* v l
i l l
by Mrs* Stowe* Her d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  no more f i c t i t i o u s ,  th a n  
th e  n a r r a t i v e s  by  F r i e n d  H opper* She h a s  t a k e n  l i v i n g  c h a r a c t e r s  
and f a c t s  o f  e v e r y - d a y  o c c u r r e n c e ,  and  com bined them  i n  a  co n ­
n e c t e d  s t o r y ,  r a d i a n t  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  g e n i u s ,  and w arn  w i th  
t h e  g low  o f  f e e l i n g #
The s t r e n g t h  o f  Mrs* C h i ld * s  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f e r v o r  and h e r  f a i t h  i n  th e
u l t i m a t e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  c a u s e  a r e  nowhere e x p r e s s e d  nor® s t r o n g l y  t h a n  i n
th #  c l o s e  of t h i s  P r e f a c e s
F r i e n d  H opper l a b o r e d  z e a l o u s l y  f o r  many, many y e a r s *  and th o u ­
san d s  have  a p p l i e d  t h e i r  b e s t  e n e r g i e s  o f  h e a  l and h e a r t  t o  t h e  
same g r e a t  w ork ; y e t  t h e  s la v e -p o w e r  i n  t h i s  c o u n t ry  i s  a s  s t r o n g  
a s  e v e r ,  -  n a y ,  s t r o n g e r *  I t s  o a r  r o l l s  on i n  t r iu m p h  and p r i e s t s  
and p o l i t i c i a n s  o u td o  e a c h  o th e r  i n  z e a l  t o  draw i t  a l o n g ,  ove r  
i t s  p r o s t r a t e  v i c t im s *  B u t ,  lo *  from  u n d e r  i t s  c r u s h in g  w h e e l s ,  
up r i s e s  t h e  b l e e d i n g  s p e c t r e  o f  U ncle  Tom, and a l l  t h e  w orld  
t u r n s  t o  lo o k  a t  him# Y e r i l y ,  th e  s l a v e -p o w s r  i s  s t r o n g !  b u t  Tod 
and t r u t h  a r e  s t r o n g e r *2
I s a a c  H opper was an a c t i v e  and l e a d i n g  member o f  t h #  P e n n s y lv a n ia  Abo­
l i t i o n  S o c i e t y ,  a n d  as such  was c a l l e d  upon t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  c o lo r e d  
p eo p le*  nHe was l i k e w i s e  one o f  t h e  o v e r s e e r s  of a  s c h o o l  f o r  c o lo r e d  c h i l ­
d r e n ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  Anthony B e n e z e t j  and i t  was h i s  c o n s t a n t  p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t o  t e a c h  tw o  o r t h r e e  n i g h t  e v e r y  w d j  i n  © s c h o o l  f o r  
c o l o r e d  a d u l t s * ” ^
Many exam ples  a r e  g iv e n  c f  t h e  s h re w d n e s s ,  c o u r a g e ,  and z e a l  w i th  w hich  
he f u l f i l l e d  h i s  m i s s i o n  a s  f r i e n d  a n d  l e g a l  a d v i s e r  t o  c o lo r e d  p e o p le  upon 
a l l  e m e rg en c ie s#
On© i n c i d e n t  o f  F r i e n d  H opper * s a i d  t o  th© \ui f o r t u n a t e  was r e - t o l d  by  
Mrs* C h i ld  In  a s h o r t  s t o r y  w h ich  had  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n te m p o ra ry  p o p u l a r i t y #
^ I  b i d * a p* v i
2 I b i d * ,  p* v i i
® I b id  * ,  p# 9
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"The Umbrella. G i r £ ' , " v e r y  handsome w i t h  g l o s s y  b l a c k  h a i r ,  l a r g e  beaming 
e y e s ,  and f l i p s  l i k e  w e t  c o r a l ttT^ was found  g u i l t y  o f  s t e a l i n g  a  l e n g t h  
o f  s i l k  m eant b y  h e r  em ployer  f o r  t h e  c o v e r in g  o f  u m b re l la s *  t o  make a  
d r e s s  i n  o r d e r  t o  im p r e s s  an E n g l i s h  t r a v e l l e r *  Lord H enry  S t u a r t *  Hav­
in g  met M s  l o r d s h i p  a t  " t h a t  s u s c e p t i b l e  ag e  when y o u th  i s  r i p e n i n g  i n t o
p
womanhood/ 1 she  was unaw are  o f  th® n a t u r e  o f  h i s  a d v an c e s  u n t i l  ha- ” spoke 
more e x p l i c i t l y * * 1^ S in c e  "th® g u i l e l e s s  young c r e a t u r e ” * b u r s t  i n t o  t e a r s  
a t  l e a r n i n g  t h a t  n he was m e r e ly  p la y in g  a  game f o r  t e m p o ra ry  excitement***
rr
Lord  H enry  was c o n v in c e  i t h a t  sh® was **an  i n n o c e n t  g i r l * " °  When she  c o n ­
f e s s e d  t h a t  she had  t h o u g h t  t h a t  he had i n t e n d e d  t o  make h e r  h i s  w ife *  **he 
b lu s h e d  and re m a in ed  silen t*** ' The t h e f t  o f  th® s i l k  was d i s c o v e r e d  and 
t r a c e d  t o  h e r ,  and sh® was " a r r e s t e d  an d  d rag g ed  t o  p r i s o n * ” Her© F r ie n d  
H o p p e r ,  a s  a  member of th® P r i s o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  com© t o  h e r  a id *  Having 
h e a rd  h e r  s t o r y ,  he v i s i t e d  H e n ry ,  who ex cu sed  h im s e l f  b y  s a y in g  "h e  would
Q
n o t  hav® ta m p e red  w i th  th e  g i r l  i f  he hud known h e r  t  c be v i r t u o u s *  '
" I  have done many wrong t h i n g s , w he s a i d ,  " t u t  th a n k  God, no  b e t r a y a l  o f
c o n f i d i n g  in n o c en c e  w e ig h s  on ay c o n sc ie n c e *  I  have a lw ays  e s teem ed  i t
9
th® b a s e s t  a c t  o f  which man i s  c a p a b le *  With p r a c t i c a l  good sens© F r ie n d
1 I b i d * , P* 229
2 I b i d * . P* 230
S l b l d * . p* 231
4 l b i d » , p . 231
5 I t i d » , p* 230
6 I b i d * , p . 232
x i.i d • , P* 233
8 I h l d * , P* 235
9I b i d * , P* 235
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H opper s e c u re d  one hundred  d o l l a r s  f ro m  Lord H e n ry ,  a l th o u g h  the  l a t t e r  
h ad  o f f e r e d  him  b u t  f i f t y ;  t h u s  t h e  s i l k  was p a id  f o r ,  and t h e  g i r l  was 
s e n t  heme t o  h e r  m o th e r  w e l l  p ro v id e d  w i th  c l o t h i n g #  S ince  on b e in g  
a r r e s t e d ,  " s h e  had  s u f f i c i e n t  p re s e n c e  o f  mind t o  assume a  f a l s e  name,
h e r  t r u e  name had  b ean  k e p t  from  t h e  n e w sp a p e rs# • •  h e r  name and r e s id e n o e
1
f o r e v e r  re m a in ed  a  s e c r e t  i n  t h e  b r e a s t  of h e r  b e n e f a c t o r # ” Y e ars  p a s s e d ,
9
and a  "h andsom ely  d r e s s e d  ina trcn  w ith  a  b locm ing  boy o f f i v e  or s i x  years** 
v i s i t e d  F r i e n d  l io p p e r ,  and  t o l d  him t h a t  she was th e  g i r l  who had s t o l e n  
t h e  s i l k *  Low m a r r ie d  t o  " a  h i g h ly  r e s p e c t a b l e  m an, a  s e n a t o r  i n  h i s  na~ 
t i v e  s t a t e ,  she  e a r n e s t l y  i n v i t e d  him  t o  v i s i t  h e r  i n  h e r  happy home# 
I n s t r u c t i n g  h e r  son  t o  "Look a t  t h a t  g e n t le m a n ,  and remember him w e l l}  f o r  
h e  was t h e  b e s t  f r i e n d  y o u r  m o th e r  a v e r  had*#* She bade  h e r  b e n e f a c t o r  
f a r e w e l l#  4
Swoli was th e  s t o r y  r e - t o l d  by M aria  C h ild #  I t s  s e n t i m e n b a l i t y  a c c o u n t s  
f o r  much -Y i t s  c o n te m p o ra ry  p o p u l a r i t y *  I t  f u r t h e r  shows h e r  i n s i s t s nos 
on h e r  e a r l y  t e n e t  t h a t  t h e  m oral o f  t h e  s t o r y  sh o u ld  be  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o
th© s t o r y  a n d  n o t  " t a c k e d  on a t  th© end*"
Mrs* C h i ld  d e c l a r e s  h e r  a b h o r re n c e  o f  war and c o n q u e s t  i n  com paring
F r i e n d  Hopper w i th  E a p o le o n ,  whom he " s t r o n g l y  re sem b le d  i n  c h a r a c t e r  a s
5
w e l l  a s  a p p ea ra n ce #  Jo se p h  B o n a p a r t e ,  who r e s i d e d  th e n  a t  Bor d en t  own.
1 I b i d # , P* 256
2 I b i d # , p . 236
® Ib id #  , P* 257
4 I b i d * , P* 237
6I b i d * . P* 243
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nwas a t t r a c t e d  to w a rd  him jffioppeTjf t h e  f i r s t  moment he  saw h im , on ao co u n t
o f  a  s t r o n g  re s e m b la n c e  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  l a p o le o n * ” * i n  c o n t r a s t i n g  t h e  two
men t h e  a u th o r  w ro te*
h u t  h i s  p o w e rfu l  w i l l  was re m a rk a b ly  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of h i s  
c o n s c i e n c e ,  and h i s  e n e rg y  was te m p e red  by an u n u s u a l  s h a re  of 
b e n e v o le n c e *  I f  t h e  o t h e r  e le m e n ts  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  had n o t
b e en  b a la n c e d  by t h e s e  tw o  q u a l i t i e s ,  he a l s o  m ig h t  have been  a
s k i l l f u l  d i p l o m a t i s t ,  and a  s u c c e s s f u l  l e a d e r  of a rm ie s*  F o r ­
t u n a t e l y  f o r  h i m s e l f  and o t h e r s ,  he had  a  n o b l e r  a m b i t io n  th a n  
t h a t  o f  m aking widows and o rp h an s  by  w h o le s a le  s l a u g h t e r *
At t h e  t im e  o f t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  w i th  t h e  S o c i e t y  of F r i e n d s ,  I s a a c  Hop­
p e r  j o i n e d  t h e  ^ l c k e ^ e s **1 Soon a f t e r  t h i s  a f f i l a t i o n  he  fo u n d  h im s e l f  i n  
s t r a i t e n e d  c i r c u m s ta n c e s *  He removed t o  Hew Y o rk , where he opened a  book 
s t o r e  on P e a r l  S t r e e t  i n  w hich  Quaker books c o n c e rn in g  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  were 
f o r  s a le *
The 1 8 3 0 ’ a w ere  a p e r io d  o f  in c r e a s e d  n o r t h e r n  h o s t i l i t y  t o  s l a v e r y *
The uncom prom ising  demand f o r  im m ed ia te  and u n c o n d i t i o n a l  © m anc ipa tion  o f  
©very s la v e  was s e t  f o r t h  i n  p i c t u r e s ,  p a m p h le ts  and books p u b l i s h e d  by  th© 
A n t i - S l a v e r y  S o c ie ty *  F r i e n d  Hopper was s y m p a th e t ic  t o  any  movement f o r  t h e  
a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  b a s e d  on p a c i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s *  He was t h e r e f o r e  w i l l i n g  
t o  s e l l  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  a t  h i s  book s to r e *
I n  t h e  s p r in g  of 1 8 4 1 ,  M ar ia  C h i ld  had a r r i v e d  i n  Kew Y ork t o  e d i t  t h e  
Ant 1 - S l a v e r y  S ta n d a r d * I t  was a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  she w en t t o  l i v e  w i th  th© 
I s a a c  Hopper f a m i ly *  H i s  b o o k s e l l i n g  b u s in e s s  had d im in is h e d  a s  t h e  c o n t r o ­
v e r s y  w i t h i n  t h e  S o c i e t y  of F r i e n d s  s u b s id e d *  The o ld  Q u ak er ,  now s e v e n ty
1 I b i d * ,  p .  248
2 I b i d * ,  p* 249
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y e a r s  o l d ,  was a p p o in te d  T r e a s u r e r  and Book-Agent f o r  t h e  A n t i - S l a v e r y  
S o c i e t y ,  a  p o s i t i o n  w hich  he d is c h a rg e d  w i th  g r e a t  f i d e l i t y  from  1841 
t o  1 8 4 6 , when he became a g e n t  o f  t h e  P r i s o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  New York#
In  t h e  s p r in g  o f 1862 F r i e n d  Hopper was s t r i c k e n  w i th  h i s  f i n a l  i l l ­
n e s s *  Mrs* C h i ld  was summoned t o  h i s  d e a th  bed  and a r r i v e d  tw o  days b e ­
f o r e  h i s  d e a th *  S in c e  she  had l i v e d  i n  h i s  h o u s e h o ld  f o r  some y e a r s  and 
had  a l r e a d y  a sk e d  and o b ta in e d  p e rm is s io n  t o  w r i t e  h i s  b io g r a p h y ,  i t  was 
n a t u r a l  t h a t  she sh o u ld  be p r e s e n t  t o  r e c e i v e  h i s  f a r e w e l l  b e n e d ic t i o n *
H is  d e a th  was p e a c e f u l  and h i s  b u r i a l  s im p le ,  w i th  Ju d g e  George Edmonds 
and L u c r e t i a  M ott o f f e r i n g  t r i b u t e s  t o  th e  v i r t u e s  and a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  
d e p a r t e d  f r i e n d *
T h is  volume was a  new ty p e  of w r i t i n g  f o r  Mrs* C h ild *  The p u b l i c  had 
long  b een  accustom ed  t o  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  i n  h e r  t i t l e s ,  and th o u g h  t h e  c r i t i c s  
c o m p la in ed  t h a t  t h i s  memoir was m e re ly  a  r e - t e l l i n g  o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  s t o r i e s  
b u t  w i th o u t  u n i t y ,  t h e  p u b l i c  was e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  i t #  Twelve th o u sa n d  
c o p ie s  were r a p i d l y  so ld  and p u b l i c a t i o n  c o n t in u e d  th r o u g h  1881* The fam­
i l y  o f  I s a a c  Hopper approved  th© volume# A d a u g h te r ,  Abby Hopper G ib b o n s ,  
s e n t  a  copy  t o  C a th e r i n e  S edgw ick , who re a d  i t  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a t  t h e  
Lenox j a i l ,  who w ere d e e p ly  moved f o r  t h e i r  “ g r a t i t u d e  f o r  h i s  f r i e n d s h i p  
and k in d n e s s  were d e ep  and f e r v e n t #"1
A lth o u g h  b u sy  w i th  t h e  e d i t i n g  of th© A n t i - S l a v e r y  S ta n d a r d ,  Mrs# C h i ld  
s p e n t  much o f  h e r  t im e  d u r in g  h e r  s t a y  i n  New York i n  t h e  M e r c a n t i l e  and 
C om m ercial l i b r a r i e s ,  d e v o t in g  h e r s e l f  t o  r e s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  m ost a rd u o u s
I s a r a h  H opper E m erson , L i f e  o f  Abby H opper G ib b o n s ,  I ,  244
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i n t e l l e c t u a l  l a b o r  o f  h e r  l i f e *  F in i s h e d  e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r  u n d e r  t h e  
g u id a n c e  o f  h e r  b r o t h e r  and of Theodor© P a r k e r ,  The F r o g r e s s  o f  R e l i g i o u s  
I d e a s  th r o u g h  S u c c e s s iv e  A ges ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h r e e  v o lu m e s ,  was th© l e a s t  
f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  o f  a l l  h e r  books*  I n  1867 th e  a u th o r  w r o t e ,  nMy 
P r o g r e s s  o f  R e l i g i o u s  I d e a s ,  3 v o l s * ,  was a  d e a  l l o s s ,  p e c u n i a r i l y ,  i t  was 
s t e r e t y p e d j  b u t  b e in g  u n p o p u la r  w i th  t h e  c l e r g y ,  no sscond  e d i t i o n  was
„1
c a l l e d  f o r ,  and th© p l a t e s  l i e  u n u sed f  i n  t h e  hands  o f  C h a r le s  S» F r a n c i s *
At no t im e  did Mrs* C h i ld  e x p e c t  s u c c e s s  from  t h i s  v o lu m e» She w ro te
i t ,  a s  sh e  w ro te  many o f  h e r  n o n - f  l o t i o n  a l  w r i t i n g s ,  f ro m  t h e  deep  c o n v i e -
t l o n  t h a t  such  a  book would s e r v e  a  d e f i n i t e  pu rpose  • As e a r l y  a s  J u l y ,
1 848 , sh© w ro te  t o  h e r  b r o t h e r s
My book g e t s  s lo w ly  on* I  am. n o t  s u s t a i n e d  by th e  l e a s t  hope t h a t  
by  mode o f  t r e a t i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t  w i l l  p rove a c c e p t a b l e  t o  any  c l a s s  
o f  p e rso n s*  Ho m a t t e r *  I  am g o in g  t o  t e l l  t h e  p l a i n ,  u n v a r n is h e d  
t r u t h ,  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  I  c an  u n d e r s t a n d  i t ,  and l e t  C h r i s t i a n s  and 
I n f i d e l s ,  O rthodox  and  U n i t a r i a n s ,  C a t h o l i c s  and P r o t e s t a n t s  and 
S w e d e n b o rg ia n s ,  g ro w l  a s  t h e y  l i k e *  T hey  a l l  w i l l  g ro w l i f  t h e y  
n o t i c e  th© book a t  a l l  j  f o r  e a c h  one w i l l  w ant t o  have h i s  own 
th e o r y  f a v o r e d ,  and th© o n ly  t h i n g  I  have c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  aimed 
a t  i s  n o t  t o  f a v o r  any th e o ry * * *  How q u e e r  i t  seems t o  me t o  ro a d  
lo n g  a rg u m en ts  t o  p rove  t h a t  P h i l o  m ust have had some i d e a  o f  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  T r i n i t y !  B ecause  P l a t o  s t a n d s  b e h in d  C h r i s t ,  t h e y  c a n ­
n o t  see  h im , th o u g h  h i s  head  and s h o u ld e r s  a r e  so  p l a i n l y  v i s i b l e *
On© t h i n g  I  have  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  my l a b o r s *  I t  i s  o f  no 
u s e  t o  a sk  q u e s t i o n s  of o t h e r s ,  t o  s e e k  a s s i s t a n c e  f rom  th e m , un­
l e s s  i t  b e  c o n c e rn in g  th© t i t l e s  o f  books w hich  c o n t a i n  th© most 
t r u s t w o r t h y  in fo r m a t io n *  More and more I  f e e l  t h a t  e v e r y  s o r t  o f  
s a lv & t ip n  we do a t t a i n  t o  i n  t h i s  l i f e  m u s t  be worked ou t  by  o u r ­
s e lv e s * ^
H©r p e s s i m i s t i c  f e e l i n g  abou t t h e  book p ro v ed  o n ly  t o o  t r u e ,  y e t  Emer­
s o n ,  th a n k in g  h e r  f o r  t h i s  “ n o b le  g i f t , ” w ro te  "th©  t o p i c s  have t h e  s t r o n g e s t
^ M an u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  D artm outh  C o l l e g e  (Two c o p i e s  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  a r e  
in c lu d e d *  The second  i s  i n  Mrs* C h i ld * s  m e t i c u lo u s  w r i t i n g ,  and n o te ® , 
"T h eo d o re  P a r k e r ’ s L e t t e r  t o  L* M a r ia  C h i ld *  T r a n s l a t e d  f ro m  h i s  h i e r o g l y p h i c  
w r i t i n g * " )
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 65
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»1  N a t t r a c t  iota f o r  me# T h is  f a i l u r e  was no  doub t due p a r t l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t h e  book  s e t  i t s e l f  i n  d e c id e d  o p p o s i t i o n ,  u n e q u iv o c a l  th o u g h  g e n t l e ,  t o
t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  r e l i g i o u s  im p r e s s io n s  of t h e  community* I t  may have  been
a l s o  t h a t  i t  was t o o  l e a r n e d  f o r  a  p o p u la r  book and t o o  p o p u la r  f o r  &
l e a r n e d  one#11 ̂
I n  t h e  P r e f a c e ,  th e  a u t h o r  d isavow ed l e a r n i n g s
I f  r e a d e r s  co m p la in  o f  want o f  p r o f o u n d n e s s ,  t h e y  may p e rc h a n c e  
be  w i l l i n g  t o  a o c e p t  s i m p l i c i t y  and  c l e a r n e s s  i n  exchange  f o r  
d e p th # ••  D o u b t le s s  a  l e a r n e d  p e rso n  would have  p e rfo rm ed  t h e  t a s k  
f a r  b e t t e r  i n  many r e s p e c t s j  b u t ,  on some a c c o u n t s ,  my want o f  
l e a r n i n g  i s  an  a d v a n ta g e #  Thought® do n o t  ra n g e  so  f r e e l y  when 
t h e  s to re ro o m  o f t h e  b r a i n  i s  o v e r lo a d e d  w i th  f u r n i tu r e # ®
Again t h e  P r e f a c e  a d v i s e s *
I would c a n d id l y  a d v is e *  p e r s o n s  who a r e  c o n s c io u s  o f  b ig o t e d  
a t t a c h m e n t  t o  any  c r e e d ,  or t h e o r y , '  n o t  t o  p u rc h a s e  t h i s  book*
W hether t h e y  a r e  b ig o t e d  C h r i s t i a n s  o r  b ig o te d  i n f i d e l s ,  i t s  
t o n e  w i l l  be l i k e l y  t o  d i s p l e a s e  them .*4
From Theodor© P a r k e r  cam© a  l e t t e r  o f  p r a i s e  w hich  c o n ta in e d  a m easure
o f  c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i t i c i s m #
Your book came t o  me on a l l  S a in t s *  Day and I  h a i l  i t  an  A l l  Souls*  
C andle*  I t  i s  a  r a a g n i f i o i e n t  book# I  see  no f a u l t  w h a te v e r  t o  
f i n d  w i th  t h e  s p i r i t » w h ich  i s  t h e  m ain  th in g s  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  much 
t h a t  i s  a d m ira b le  and uncommon# I  f e a r e d  t h a t  when you came t o  
make a  th o ro u g h  a c q u a in ta n c e  w i t h  th e  a n t i  C h r i s t i a n  Forms o f  R e l i -  
g i  on , and t h e n  w ith  t h e  m in u te  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  h i s t o r y ,  you 
w ould  be d i s g u s t e d  w i th  a l l  t h a t  b e a r s  t h e  name o f C h r i s t i a n #  As 
i t  i s ,  1 s e e  n o t  a  t r a c e  o f  t h a t #  Your book i s  w r i t t e n  i n  th e  
s p i r i t  o f H um anity  and o f  P ie ty #  I t  i s  f u l l  o f  d e v o u t  r e v e r e n c e  
f o r  God, f o r  m an, f o r  woman j and w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l  g r a t i t u d e  t o  
t h a t  dear  g r e a t  s o u l ,  J e s u s  o f  Naz&reth* I n e v e r  c a l l  him R edeem er,
3 , .M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  Y ale  U n i v e r s i t y  L ib r a r y *  Samuel May w ro te  t o  Mrs# 
C h i l d ,  n I  w i l l  t e l l  you what I  have s a i d  of i t  i n  p r i v a t e  c i r c l e s ,  and from  
my p u l p i t  -  t h a t  * i t  i s  t h e  most v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  an e n l a r g e d ,  c h a r  
i t a b l e  and  t r u e  t h e o lo g y  t h a t  h a s  been  made by anyone i n  t h e  c o u n t r y # T”
^ H ig g in s o n ,  op# c i t * ,  p* 151
3L y d ia  C h i l d ,  Th© P r o g r e s s  o f  R e l i g i o u s  I d e a s  th r o u g h  S u c c e s s iv e  Ages,  
4 X b ld » , P r e f a c e
Prefa  ce
S a v i o u r ,  M e d ia to r*  I  b a t e  a l l  t h o s e  t i t l e s  j t h e y  a r e  damaged 
p h r a s e o lo g y * I  n e v e r  c a l l  him  C h r i s t ;  f o r  he -was n e t  t h e  0 *T*
C h r i s t ,  -  n o th in g  l i k e  i t *  I  l i k e  much th e  m y  you sp e a k  of 
him*
Dr* P a r k e r  s u g g e s te d  t h a t  i n  t h e  second  e d i t i o n  t h e  volume be  d iv id e d
i n t o  e le v e n  b o o k s ,  eaoh  d e v o ted  t o  a  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o n ,  f o r  "many r e a d e r s
e a s i l y  t a k e  i n  s p e c i a l  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  have n o t  th© g r a s p  o f m ind t o  comprehend
t h e  w hole o f  a  t h i n g ,  i n  a l l  i t s  p r o p o r t i o n s *11 He a l s o  n o te d  M a r ia  C h i ld  * a
c o n fu s io n  o f  t h e  T e u to n ic  T r i b e s  a s  t h e  C e l t i c  T r i b e s *
The l e t t e r  c l o s e s  w i t h  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i
I  have r e a d  i n  a l l  p a r t s  o f  a l l  t h e  t h r e e  v o l s * 3 and c a n n o t  t h i n k  
t h a t  you have  shown an y  p a r t i a l i t y  t o  any one s e c t  o f  p a r ty *  I 
c o n g r a t u l a t e  you on th© t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  so  lo n g  an a rd u o u s  a  w ork; 
w hich y e t  h a s  no  doubt b e en  a  d e l i g h t  and n o t  a  w e a r in e s s *  I  am 
t o  p ass  o v e r  t h e  same f i e l d ,  and w ish  my work some t e n  o r  tw e n ty  
y e a r s  h e n c e ,  m igh t be a s  w e l l  done a s  y o u rs* *
Thus w ro te  th© g e n t l e  Theodor© P a r k e r ,  o f f e r i n g  p r a i s e  w here i t  was due
and p o i n t i n g  cut im provem ents  i n  h i s  h o p e f u l  r e f e r e n c e  to  a  second e d i t i o n *
ho second  e d i t i o n  was c a l l e d  f o r ,  a  f a c t  -ahioh Mrs* C h i ld  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  th e
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v o lu m e 's  u n p o p u l a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  c le r g y *  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  need  be sough t
no f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  f r a n k l y  appended t o  t h e  book* Of t h e
t i t l e s  i n c l u d e d ,  w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f seven  i n  F r e n c h ,  a l l  a r e  i n  E n g l ish *
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  s o u r c e s  a r e  i n  many c a s e s  s eco n d  r a t e *  P e rh a p s  nowhere
i n  a l l  h e r  w r i t i n g  d id  M aria  C h i ld  show h e r  l a c k  of fo rm a l  l e a r n i n g  more th a n
i n  sp en d in g  e i g h t  o r  more y e a r s  i n  p r e p a r in g  t h i s  v o lu m e , and b a s in g  i t  on
such  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  W illiam, E n f i e l d  * s H i s t o r y  o f  P h i lo s o p h y ,  H enry  T* B u c k le '
3H i s t o r y  o f  C i v i l i z a t i o n  and A l f r e d  E* T a y l o r ’ s P l a t o *
^ M an u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y ,  u n d a te d
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M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r  t o  Mr* T i l X i n g h a s t ,  December 1 0 , 1867, Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y
3
Long e x c e r p t s  from  t h i s  volume a re  fo u n d  i n  m a n u s c r ip t  i n  t h e  Y ale  
U n i v e r s i t y  M a n u s c r ip t  C o l l e c t i o n *  E s p e c i a l l y  d e t a i l e d  a r e  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  
t h e  Jews*
I I
The a u th o r  was th ro u g h o u t  h e r  l i f e  e n d l e s s l y  s e e k in g  f o r  a r e l i g i o n  
w h ich  would s a t i s f y  h e r  h e a r t  and  im a g in a t io n *  She n e v e r  found i t ,  h u t  
l a t e r  i n  l i f e  she became r e c o n c i l e d  t o  a l l  f a i t h s ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  a l l  
so u g h t  t h e  sane  end* In  th e  e i g h t  y e a r s  s p e n t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h i s  volume she 
so u g h t  t o  f i n d  t h e  answ er t o  h e r  s e a r c h ,  and  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  h e r  f a i l u r e  i s  
i n  a  l a r g e  m easu re  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  book* T heodore  P a rk e r  p r a i s e d  h e r  
f o r  f a v o r i n g  no c re e d *  She f a v o r e d  none b ecau se  she b e l i e v e d  i n  none*
Her r e l i g i o n  was a p e r s o n a l  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a  d iv in e  B eing  whose c h a r ­
i t y  and lo v e  she em u la ted *  W ith t h e o l o g y  and c re e d  she had no p a t ie n c e *  
T h o ro u g h ly  in d e p e n d e n t  i n  h e r  t h i n k i n g  d e s p i t e  h e r  und o u b ted  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  
h e r  b r o t h e r ,  a  U n i t a r i a n  m i n i s t e r ,  and h e r  c l o s e  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i th  I s a a c  
H o p p e r ,  a  d e v o u t  Q u a k e r ,  she n e v e r  bound h e r s e l f  t o  any  r e l i g i o n *  E a r l y  
i n  l i f e  h e r  b r o t h e r  c o n ce rn ed  h im s e l f  w i th  h e r  r e l i g i o u s  d o u b ts*  F r a n k ly  
e x p r e s s in g  t h a t  she  s o u g h t  t h e  c o n s o l a t i o n  o f  r e l i g i o n ,  she w ro te  i n  1820 t
You n eed  n o t f e a r  my becoming a  Sw edenborg!an* I  am i n  more 
d a n g e r  of w re ck in g  on t h e  ro o k s  o f  s k e p t i c i s m  t h a n  o f  s t r a n d i n g  
on th e  s h o a l s  o f  f a n a t i c i s m *  I  am a p t  t o  r e g a r d  a  system  of 
r e l i g i o n  a s  I  do an y  o th e r  b e a u t i f u l  t h e o r y *  I t  p la y s  ro u n d  t h e  
i m a g i n a t i o n ,  b u t  f a l l s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  h e a r t *  I  w ish  I  c o u ld  f i n d  
some r e l i g i o n  i n  w hich  my h e a r t  and u n d e r s t a n d in g  c o u ld  u n i t© ;  
t h a t  a m id s t  t h e  d a r k e s t  c lo u d s  of t h i s  l i f e  I  m ig h t  e v e r  be c h e e re d  
w i t h  t h e  m i ld  h a l o  o f  r e l i g i o u s  c o n s o l a t io n *
T h i r t y - s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  h e r  d o u b ts  rem a ined*  She w ro te  t o  h e r  b r o t h e r  
c o n c e rn in g  th e o lp g y s
I  s t i l l  have a  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s e e in g  eye t o  eye w i th  you* I f  t h e r e  
I s  such  a  s c i e n c e ,  1 sh o u ld  d e f in e  i t  a s  t r e a t i n g  o f  man’ s r e l a -  
t i  ons w i th  Godj w h ile  e t h i c s  t r e a t  o f  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  fe l lo w -m an *  
I s  t h e r e  any  b a s i s  f o r  a  s c i e n c e  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
D iv in e  B e in g ,  and t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  human s o u l s  w i th  him? u h a t  
have we f o r  g u id e s  i n t o  th e  i n f i n i t e ,  e x c e p t  f a i t h  and a s p i r a t i o n ?  
And must n o t  f a i t h  and a s p i r a t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i f f e r  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  
a c c o r d in g  t o  te m p e ra m e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  and o th e r  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e s ?
X
L e t t e r s ,  p* 7 
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M a r la  C h i ld  was a  p r a c t i c a l  woman* Her r e a s o n s  f o r  d oub t o f  e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n s  w e re  i n  a  m easu re  b a s e d  on th e  a c t s  of members o f  
th o s e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e c t s ,  end t h e  u s e s  t o  w hioh  t h e  B ib le  were put* In  
1869 she w ro te  o f  h e r  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  t o  h e r  l i f e t i m e  f r i e n d ,  M iss  Luoy 
Osgood *
A f r i e n d  I s  accus tom ed  t o  s a y  t h a t  my ’b a r k  i s  w orse  t h a n  my 
b i t e , ’ and i t  i s  som eth ing  so w i th  r e g a r d  t o  my t h e o l o g i c a l  
i n t o l e r a n c e *  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I  have  g iv e n  y e a r l y  t o  t h e  American 
M is s io n a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  e v e r  s i n c e  © m a n c ip a t io n ,  tw e n ty  d o l l a r s  
a  y e a r ,  t o  h e l p  them s u p p o r t  a  t e a c h e r  among t h e  f r e e d m e n ,  tru©  
b lu e  o r th o d o x *  Y e t when I  p ro p o se d  t o  them t o  a i d  me in  t h e  
o i r e u l a t l o n  o f  my F reedm en’ a Book,  o f f e r i n g  them  s e v e r a l  h und red  
vo lum es a t  th e  mere c o s t  o f  mate r i a l s ,  t h e y  were n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  
do i t  u n l e s s  t h e y  co u ld  b© a l lo w e d  t o  c u t  ou t s e v e r a l  a r t i c l e s ,  
and i n  l i e u  t h e r e  of i n s e r t  o r th o d o x  t r a c t s  a b o u t ’ redeem ing  
b l o o d , ’ e t c *  Y e t  tny book c o n ta i n e d  n o t  one s e c t a r i a n  w o rd , e x ­
c e p t  h e r e  and t h e r e  an o r th o d o x  p h ra s e  i n  a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  by  
c o lo r e d  p eo p le  * I  do s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  c r e e d s  which 
make f a i t h  i n  d o c t r i n e s  of more im p o r ta n c e  t h a n  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f 
m o r a l i t y  h av e  an i n j u r i o u s  e f f e c t  on c h a r a c t e r ,  and I  abom ina te  
them* •*-
The u s e  o f  t h e  B i b l e  a s  a  b u lw a rk  o f  s l a v e r y  was a  g r e a t  shock  t o  Mrs*
C h ild *  To I r s * Shaw she w ro te  i n  1379s
The f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  began  t o  f r e e  my m ind from  t r a d i t i o n a l  
f e t t e r s  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  was -chat t h e  B ib le  argum ent i n  f a v o r  
of s l a v e r y  sh o u ld  b e  m a in ta in e d  w i th  a s  much show of s t r e n g t h  
a s  t h e  r e v e r s e *  I  h a w  no d o u b t  t h a t  many S o u th e r n e r s  h o near tly  
b e l i e v e d ,  on S c r i p t u r a l  g r o u n d s ,  t h a t  s l a v e r y  was a  d iv in e  I n ­
s t  i  t u t  ion*
More th an  tw e n ty  y e a r s  p r e v ia u s  t h i s  doubt was p r e s e n t  i n  h e r  mind* To h e r
r e l i g i o u s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m e n to r .  Dr* F r a n c i s ,  she w ro te  i n  1856*
I  am p a s s in g  th r o u g h  s t r a n g e  s p i r i t u a l  e x p e r ie n c e s *  n o t  a t  a l l  
o f  my own s e e k in g  o r  w i l l i n g *  I d e a s  w hich  f o r m e r ly  seamed t o  me 
a  f o u n d a t i o n  f i r m  a s  t h e  e v e r l a s t i n g  h i l l s ,  a r e  r o l l i n g  away 
u n d e r  my f e e t ,  l e a v i n g  me on a l a d d e r  p o is e d  on t h e  c lo u d s*  S t i l l
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 201
^ M an u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  iff&yl&nd P u b l i c  L i b r a r y
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t h a  l a d d e r  s t a y s  f i x e d ,  l i k s  J u p i t e r  and  th e  V i r g i n  V ary  s e a t e d  
on c lo u d s  i n  p i c t u r e s #  1 have c e a s e d  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  any  r e v e l a ­
t i o n  w r i t t e n  f o r  one age o r  i n  one age c an  be a d a p te d  t o  a l l  ages#
I once t h o u g h t  t h a t  an  i n n e r  s p i r i t u a l  m eaning i n v e s t e d  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  s a c r e d  b o o k s  w i t h  a  c h a r a c t e r  i n f i n i t e  and e t e r n a l *  I  
t r i e d  Swedenborg* s  key  t o  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  b u t  i t  u n lo c k e d  n o th in g *
Wander w here  I  w ou ld , I  fo u n d  n o th in g  i n s c r i b e d  on t h e  w a l l s ,  b u t  
t h a t  e v e r l a s t i n g  d u a l i t y  of fLove and Wisdom* * E v e ry  m in e r a l  s a i d  
i t ,  e v e r y  f l o w e r  s a i d  i t ,  an d  t h e  a r c h a n g e l  s a i d  no  more*
A lth o u g h  in d e p e n d e n t  i n  h e r  r e l i g i o u s  t h i n k i n g ,  M ar ia  C h i ld  e a r l y  r e ­
s p e c t e d  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  f e e l i n g s  o f  o th e r s *  In  t h e  M other*s  Book,  seco n d  e d i ­
t i o n ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 3 1 ,  she w r o t e ,  i n  recommending l o o k s  f o r  young r e a d e r s *
I  have e m i t t e d  works a t  a l l  s e c t a r i a n  i n  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r ,  even  when 
I th o u g h t  them uncommonly e x c e l l e n t  i n  o th e r  r e s p e c t s *  I  have tw o  
r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s *  The f i r s t  and  s t r o n g e s t  i s ,  t h a t  I  deem i t  i n ­
j u d i c i o u s  t o  i n c u l c a t e  any  p e c u l a r i a r  r e l i g i o u s  o p ln io n s  i n  e a r l y  
l i f e *  and t h e  second i s ,  t h a t  I  © o u li  n o t  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  do i t ,  
w i th o u t  i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  t h e  p e r f e c t  r e l i g i o u s  f reed o m  w hich  p r e v a i l s  
i n  t h i s  l a n d  o f  v a r i o u s  c r e e d s *
Two y e a r s  b e f o r e  h e r  d e a th  :rs*  C h i ld  was s t i l l  co n v in ce d  o f  t h e  unim­
p o r t a n c e  of c r e e d s *  She b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h i n g  r e c e i v e d  i n  c h i ld h o o d  
o f t e n  d e te rm in e d  one *s r e l i g i o u s  c r e e d ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  t h e o l o g i e s  w ere  unim ­
p o r t a n t ,  f o r  i.11 p e o p le  seek  t h e  one God* c*The human f a m i l y , ” she  w ro te  i n  
1878 , 5ia r a  a l l  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  same F a t h e r ,  th o u g h  t h e y  c a l l  Kim by  v a r i o u s
* | S J
name, and s e r v e  him i n  d i f f e r e n t  w ays*14'
W ith t h i s  same s p i r i t  o f  a c c e p ta n c e  w hich marked h e r  e n t i r e  l i f e ,  Mrs*
C h i l d  p r e p a r e d  h e r  P r o g r e s s  of R e l i g i o u s  I d e a s  th r o u g h  S u c c e s s iv e  A ges* She 
s o u g h t  v a i n l y  t h r o i ^ h o u t  h e r  l i f e  f o r  a  f a i t h  i n  w hich  she cool 1 w h o le h e a r t e d ly  
b e l i e v e *  Her s e a r c h  was a  f a i l u r e ,  b u t  evenfcu&liy she become r e c o n c i l e d  t o  
a l l  f a i t h s  an d  fo u n d  much t o  ad m ire  i n  e a c h ,  w h i le  m a in ta in in g  h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  
in d e p en d e n c e*
•̂ L e t t e r s ,  p* 74
^L y d ia  C h i l d ,  M other *s Book,  p* 99 
M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  l a l e  U n i v e r s i t y
5# C a p t a in  Jo h n  Brawn 
I n  O c to b e r  of 1859 C a p t a in  Jo h n  Brown l e d  h i s  i l l - f a t e d  s e v e n te e n  men 
a c r o s s  t h e  Potomac R iv e r  i n  an  a b o r t i v e  a t t e m p t  t o  c a p tu r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
a r s e n a l  a t  H a r p e r ’ s  F e r ry #  The p la n  was t o  c a p tu r e  t h e  a r s e n a l  b y  fo re®  
and w i th  t h e  weapons t o  s e t  t h e  s l a v e s  f r e e  and arm them f o r  an  u p r i s i n g *
To t h e  South  t h e  t h o u g h t  of a  p o s s i b l e  u p r i s i n g  of a  m i l l i o n  s l a v e s  m igh t
w e l l  be a  p a l l i n g  i n  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s #  N o r th e rn  r e a c t i o n  was v a r i e d #
W hile  W h i t t i e r ,  t h e  Q u a k e r ,  f e l t  d e e p ly  " f o r  t h e  n o b l e - h e a r t e d ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c ­
in g  o ld  man" y e t  " a s  f r i e n d s  o f  p eace  a s  w e l l  as  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  Sermon on 
t h e  M ount, we d a re  n o t  l e n d  any  con te n  anoe t o  s u c h  a t t e m p t s  a s  t h a t  a t  H ar­
p e r  * s F e r r y # " *  A l o c t t  d e fe n d e d  " t h e  deed  and t h e  man*" t h r o u g h o u t  New Eng­
l a n d  many f e l t  t h a t  t r e a s o n  was t r e a s o n  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  m o t iv e #  The 
L i b e r a t o r  gave  i t s  e d i t o r i a l  s u p p o r t  t o  John  Brown, b u t  i t  rem a in ed  f o r  
L y d ia  M a r ia  C h i ld  t o  i n t e r p o s e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e le m e n t#  W hile  d i s t r e s s e d  
by  th e  v i o l e n c e  o f  th e  a c t ,  Mrs# C h i ld  was moved by t h e  i d e a l i s m  which i n ­
s p i r e d  i t #  To a  f r i e n d  she w ro te  h a p p i ly *
R e c e n t  e v e n t s  have renewed my y o u th  and s t r e n g t h ,  a n d  f i l l e d  vs® 
w i th  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  end one word o f  ap o lo g y  f o r  s l a v e r y  makes t h e  
s p a r k s  f l y #  What a  su b lim e  m artyrdom  w a s . t h a t  o f  o ld  John  Brown#
T h e re  was n o th in g  w a n tin g  i n  t h e  d e t a i l s  of h i s  conduct#  T here  
was a  g ran d  s i m p l i c i t y  and  harmony t h r o u g h o u t * ••  I f  Brown had. n o t  
t a k e n  t h e  a r s e n a l ,  b u t  ha  i s im p ly  t a k e n  o f f  such  s l a v e s  as  w an ted  
t o  g o ,  a s  he d i d  i n  M i s s o u r i ,  and had d ie d  f o r  t h a t ,  I  shou ld  be 
more c o m p le te ly  s a t i s f i e d  w i th  h i s  martyrdom # But he l i k e d  Old 
T e s ta m e n t  h e r o e s  b e t t e r  t h a n  I  do# He had h i s  mind f i l l e d  w i t h  th e  
i d e a  o f  fo u n d in g  a  * c i t y  o f re fu g e *  and a s  he a c t e d  from h i s  own 
c o n s c i e n t i o u s  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  I  have no d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  b l a r e  h im , 
though  I  w ish  i t  had b een  o th e rw is e # ^
Thomas H ig g in s o n ,  E n g l i s h  Mon o f L e t t e r s  B e r i o s ,  John  G r e e n le a f  W h i t t i e r ,  
p# 78 ( L e t t e r  t o  L yd ia  -Maria C h i ld )
^ L e t t e r s ,  p# 137
Despite  t h e s e  r e s e r v a t i o n s  on O c to b e r  2 6 t h ,  j u s t  e i g h t  days a f t e r  t h e
c a p t u r e  of Jo h n  Brown, she w ro te  t o  G overnor Wise o f  V i r g i n i a ,  i n  whose
c u s to d y  th e  p r i s o n e r  a w a i te d  t r i a l  a t  C h a r le s to w n ,  f o r  t h e  c r im e s  o f  "m u r-
d e r ,  r o b b e r y  and t r e a s o n * ’ F e ly ip g  on t h e  " c h i v a l r o u s  s e n t i m e n t” and
" h o n o r  end j u s t i c e "  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  G o v e rn o r ,  Mrs# C h i ld  r e q u e s t e d
s a f e  c o n d u c t  t o  V i r g i n i a  t o  a c t  i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  "m o th e r  or s i s t e r ” t o
Jo h n  Brown, end  t o  d r e s s  t h e  wounds of t h i s  " b ra v e  and s u f f e r i n g  man*”
Mrs* C h i ld  gave  t h e  g o v e rn o r  h e r  word of h o n o r ,  "w hich  was n e v e r  b ro k en "
t h a t  h i s  p e r m is s io n  to  v i s i t  V i r g i n i a  would be  u sed  " s o l e l y  and s i n g l y  f o r
«2t h e  p u rp o se  o f  n u r s in g  t h e  o r i s o n e r ,  and f o r  no o th e r  p u rp o se  w h a tso e v e r*  
G o v ern o r  Wise answ ered  i n  a  l o f t y  t o n e  t h a t  he  w ould  send  t o  t h e  Com­
m o n w ea lth ’ s a t t o r n e y  h e r  e n c lo s e d  l e t t e r  t o  John  Brown, w i th  t h e  r e q u e s t  
t h a t  t h e  c o u r t ’ s p e r m is s io n  b© a sk ed  t o  d e l i v e r  i t  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r *  As t o  
h e r  r e q u e s t  t o  v i s i t  Jo h n  Brown i n  h i s  p r i s o n  c e l l ,  t h e  G o v ern o r ,  p r o f e s s ­
in g  h i m s e l f  t o  be an  a r d e n t  d e fe n d e r  of t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w ro te  s
V i r g i n i a  and M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a r e  in v o lv e d  in  no  c i v i l  w a r ,  and t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  w hich u n i t e s  them i n  one c o n f e d e r a c y  g u a r a n t e e s  t o  
you p r i v i l e g e s  and im m u n i t ie s  o f  a c i t i z e n  of t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
i n  th e  S t a t e  o f  V i r g in ia *  T h a t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  I  am sworn t o  s u p ­
p o r t ,  and am, t h e r e f o r e ,  bound t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r  p r i v i l e g e s  and im - 
m m it ie s  as  a  c i t i z e n  o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  coming i n t o  V i r g i n i a  f o r
any l a w f u l  and p e a c e f u l  p u rp o se * 3
The c o n c lu d in g  p a ra g ra p h  of t h e  l e t t e r  shows t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  w hich  was f e l t
by e v e r y  S o u th e rn e r  to w ard  t h e  A b o l i t i o n i s t s  o f  th e  o r t h * G overnor Wise
a s s u r e d  M a r ia  C h i l d  t h a t  he would n e v e r  p e rm i t  an  i n s u l t  t o  a  woman w i t h i n
o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e tw een  Lydj a  M# C h i ld  and G overnor Wise and  M rs* 
Mason o f  V i r g i n i a ,  p* 4
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th© b o r d e r s  o f  V i r g i n i a  s w a  th o u g h  wi t  be one # 1 0  w h e t te d  k n iv e s  o f  
b u t c h e r y  f o r  o u r  m o th e r s ,  s i s t e r s ,  d a u g h te r s  and bab es#  D isavowing 
a l l  t o l e r a n c e  w i th  h e r  s e n t im e n t s  f o r  John  Brown, G overnor Wise a c c u s e s  
N o r th e r n  sympathy f o r  i n c i t i n g  t h e  C a p ta in  t o  t r e a s o n *  **His a t t e m p t  was 
a  n a t u r a l  co n seq u en ce  f o r  y o u r  sym pathy , and  t h e  e r r o r s  o f  t h a t  sympathy
m2ought t o  make you doubt i t s  v i r t u e  from  t h e  e f f e c t  on h i s  co n d u c t *
Her a n sw erin g  l e t t e r  t u r n e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r 's  ward© a g a i n s t  him* Quot­
in g  fro m  h i s  s p e e c h e s  i n  C o r ^ r e s s  and o f f e r i n g  exam ples  of t o t a l  d i s r e g a r d  
o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n  i n  t h e  Lynch Law o f  t h e  S la v e  S t a t e s ,  " a r i a  
C h i ld  c o n c lu d e s ,  n * •* t h e  l e s s  t h a t  was s a i d  a b o u t  r e s p e c t  f o r  c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  a s  th e  S o u th ,  t h e  b e t t e r *  I n  b l u n t  words she s t a t e s  
h e r  o p in io n  o f  t h e  G o v e rn o r ,
A llo w in g  t h a t  C a p ta in  Brown d id  a t te m p t  a  scheme in  w h ich  m u rd e r ,  
r o b b e r y  and t r e a s o n  w e r e ,  t o  h i s  own c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i n v o l v e d ,  I  
do n o t  see  how G overnor Wigs c an  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a r r a i n g  him f o r  
c r im e s  he h a s  h i m s e l f  commended* You have  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  t r a m p le  
on t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  and b re a k  t h e  Thai on , i f  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  
l e g a l  v o t e r s  in  t h e s e  C o n fe d e r a te d  S t a t e s  d a re d  t o  e l e c t  a P r e s i ­
d e n t  u n f a v o r a b le  t o  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of S la v e ry *  I s  no t  such  a  d ec ­
l a r a t i o n  p ro o f  of p re m e d ia te d  t r e a s o n ?
To th e  c h a rg e  t h a t  th e  sym pathy o f  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  t h e  r a i d ,  Mrs*
C h i ld  o f f e r s  a  s c a th in g  d e n ia l ?
In  y o u r  l e t t e r  you s u g g e s t  t h a t  such a scheme a s  Cep t a i n  Brown’ s 
i s  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  o p in io n s  w i th  w h ich  I  su m path ize*
Even i f  I  t h o u g h t  t h i s  t o  be a c o r r e c t  s t a t e m e n t ,  th o u g h  I  s h o u ld  
d e e p ly  r e g r e t  i t ,  I  c o u ld  n o t  draw t h e  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  h u m an ity
1I b i d , , P* 4
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ought t o  be s t i f l e d ,  and t r u t h  s t r u c k  dumb, f o r  f e a r  t h a t  
l o n g - s u c c e s s f u l  d e s p o t i s m  m ig h t  be en d an g e re d  by  t h e i r  u t ­
t e r a n c e #  But t h e  f a c t  i s ,  you m is ta k e  t h e  s o u rc e  o f  t h a t  
s t r a n g e  o u tb re a k *  No a b o l i t i o n  a rg u m en ts  o r  d e n u n c i a t i o n s ,  
however e a r n e s t l y ,  l o u d l y ,  o r  h a r s h l y  p ro c la im e d  would have 
p ro d u ced  t h a t  r e s u l t *  I t  was t h e  l e g i t i m a t e  co n seq u en ce  of 
t h e  c o n t i n u a l  and  c a i s t a n t l y - i n o r e a s i n g  a g g r e s s i o n s  o f  th®
Slav© Power* The S la v e  S t a t e s ,  i n  t h e i r  d e s p e r a t e  e f f o r t s  
t o  s u s t a i n  a  bad and  d a r ^ e r o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  have  e n c ro a c h e d  
nor® and  more upon t h e  l i b e r t i e s  of t h e  F r e e  S t a t e s *  Our 
i n h e r e n t  lo v e  o f  law  and o r d e r ,  and our s u p e r s t i t i o u s  a t t a c h ­
ment t o  th© U n io n ,  you have  t a k e n  f o r  cow ar d ic e  s and  r a r e l y  _ 
have you l e t  s l i p  a n y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  add i n s u l t  t o  a g g r e s s io n *
W hila  d enouncing  th© Hc ra w l in g  s i n u o s i t y  of B v e r c t t  by  w hich  one
c o u ld  nob ju d g e  t h e  f r e e ,  e n l i g h t e n e d  yoem anry o f  Hew 2 n g lsm d ,,£ M ar ia  C h i ld
t a u n t s  t h e  G overnor t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  *
O f t - r e p e a t e d  t h r e a t  o f  w i th d ra w a l  from  th® Union* I t  h a s  c e a s e d  
t o  b® a  b u g b e a r ,  f o r  we b e g in  t o  d e s p a i r  o f  b e in g  a b l e ,  by  any 
p r o c e s s ,  t o  g iv e  the  w orld  an example o f  a  r e a l  r e p u b l i c *  The 
m o ra l  s e n s e  o f  t h e s e  S t a t e s  i s  o u t r a g e  1 by  b e in g  a c c o m p l ic e s  i n  
s u s t a i n i n g  an i n s t i t u t i o n  v i c i o u s  in  a l l  i t s  r e s p e c t s f  and  i t  
i s  now g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s to o d  t h a t  we p u rc h a se  our d i s g r a c e  a t  g r e a t  
p e c u n ia r y  expense*  I f  you w ould  o n ly  make t h e  o f f e r  o f  a s e p a r a ­
t i o n  i n  s e r i o u s  e a r n e s t ,  you would h e a r  t h e  h e a r t y  r e s p o n se  of 
mi H i  o n s ,  *G-o, g e n t l e m e n ,  an d  S ta n d  n o t  upon t h e  o r d e r  o f  y o u r  
g o i n g .  B ut go a t  once**^
I n  November t h e  Few York T r ib u n e  p u b l i s h e d  th® c o r re sp o n d e n c e  b e tw een  
M ar ia  C h i ld  and  G overnor Wise* M ar ia  C h ild  w ro te  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  e x p r e s s i n g  
h e r  s u r p r i s e  i n  see  in... t h e  l e t t e r s  p u b l i s h e d  sine® she had  n e v e r  g iv e n  any 
p e r s o n  a copy  and m ust t h e n  pro sumo t h a t  t h e  l e t t e r s  had  been  s e n t  from
^ I b i d *,  p* 9
?'Edw ard E v e r e t t ,  G overnor o f  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  i n  p r e s e n t i n g  th© o f f i c i a l  
m essage o f  th© S o u th e rn  S t a t e s  i n  1836 , s a i d ,  "Whatever by d i r e c t  and  n e c ­
e s s a r y  o p e r a t i o n  i s  c a lc u la t e d  t o  e x c i t e  an i n s u r r e c t i o n  among th© s l a v e s  
h a s  bean  h e l d ,  by  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t a b l e  l e g a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  an o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h i s  
Commonwealth, w hich may b® p r o s e c u te d  a s  a m isdem eanor a t  common law*”
J e s e  h a o y ,  The A n t i - S l a v e r y  C ru s a d e ,  p* 73
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V i r g i n i a *  She e x p la i n e d  t h a t  w h i le  o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  h e r  own n i e c e ,  w ould 
have  been  happy  t o  t r a v e l  t o  C h a r le s to w n  t o  n u r s e  " t h a t  b ra v e  and g e n e ro u s  
o ld  man who so  w i l l i n g l y  g i v e s  h i s  l i f e  a s  a s a c r i f i c e  f o r  God’ s o p p re s s e d  
p o o r ,*  she f e l t  t h a t  h e r  age (sh e  was t h e n  f i f t y - s e v e n )  and e x c e l l e n t  
s t a t e  o f  h e a l t h  r e n d e r e d  h e r  a s u i t a b l e  p e r s o n ,  and g l a d l y  she p la n n e d  
h e r  jo u rn e y #  "My a t t e n t i o n  wsis t o  s l i p  away q u i e t l y ,  w i t h o u t  h av in g  t h e  
a f f a i r  made p u b l ic *  I  p acked  my t r u n k  and c o l l e c t e d  a  q u a n t i t y  of o ld
r 2l i n e n s  f o r  l i n t  and a w a i te d  a  r e p l y  f rcm  V ir g in ia * *  % e n  G overnor Wise
a n sw e re d ,  he s u g g e s te d  t h e  " im pudence o f  t r y i n g  any e x p e r ie m e n t  upon t h e
3
p eace  of s o c i e t y  a l r e a d y  g r e a t l y  e x c i t e d #  As u s u a l  she  to o k  c o u n s e l  w i th  
h e r  h u s b a n d ,  and t o g e t h e r  t h e y  c o n c lu d ed  t h a t  " a s  t h e  n o b le  o ld  v e t e r a n  
was s a i d  to  be f a s t  r e c o v e r i n g  from  h i s  wounds” and t h a t  h e r  p r e s e n c e  "m ig h t  
c r e a t e  a  p o p u la r  e x c i t e m e n t  u n f a v o r a b l e  t o  such  c h an ce  a s  t h e  p r i s o n e r  had  
f o r  a  f a i r  t r i a l * "  She was s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  he would b e  p r o p e r l y  c a r e d  f o r
by  h i s  w i f e ,  " s a i d  t o  be a b r a v e - h e a r t e d  Roman m a t r o n ,  w o r th y  of su ch  a
« 4m a te ,  who had jo u rn e y e d  t o  h e r  husband*
M a r ia  C h i ld  e n c lo s e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r ,  which she  had fo rw a rd e d  t o  
C a p t a in  brown* T h i s  document c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  d iv id e d  s e n t i m e n t  o f  
New E n g lan d  w h ic h ,  w h i l e  r e v e r e n c i n g  t h e  o ld  h e r o ,  condemned th© v i o l e n c e  
o f  h i s  a c t#
^ I b i d #m p* 13
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B ear Capt* Brown t
Though p e r s o n a l l y  unknown t o  y o u ,  you w i l l  r e c o g n i s e  
i n  my name an e a r n e s t  f r i e n d  of K ansas , when c i r c u m s ta n c e s  
made t h a t  T e r r i t o r y  t h e  b a t t l e - g r o u n d  be tw een  th e  a n t a g o n i s ­
t i c  p r i n c i p l e  of s l a v e r y  and f ree d o m , w h ich  p o l i t i c i a n s  so 
v a i n l y  s t r i v e  t o  r e c o n c i l e  i n  t h e  governm en t o f  t h e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s #
B e l i e v i n g  i n  peace  p r i n c i p l e s ,  I  c an n o t  sy m p a th ise  w i th  
t h e  m ethod you ch o se  t o  advance  t h e  c a u s e  of freedom * But I  
h o n o r  your g e n e ro u s  i n t e n t i o n s  -  I  ad m ire  y o u r  c o u r a g e ,  m o ra l  
and p h y s i c a l*  I  r e v e r e n c e  you f o r  t h e  h u m an ity  w h ich  te m p e re d  
y o u r  z e a l*  1 sy m p a th ise  w i th  you in  y o u r  c r u e l  b e re a v e m e n t ,  
y o u r  s u f f e r i n g s  and y o u r  w rongs* In  b r i e f ,  I  lo v e  you and 
b l e s s  you*
T housands  of h e a r t s  a r e  th ro b b in g  w i th  sym pathy a s  warm 
a s  mine* 1 t h i n k  of you n i g h t  and d a y ,  b l e e d in g  i n  o r i s o n ,  
su r ro u n d e d  b y  h o s t i l e  f a c e s ,  s u s t a i n e d  o n ly  by  t r u s t  i n  C-od 
and y o u r  own s t r o n g  h e a r t *  I  lo n g  t o  n u r s e  you -  t o  sp e a k  t o  
you s i s t e r l y  words o f  sympathy and c o n s o la t io n *  I  have  a sked  
p e r m is s io n  o f G overnor Wise t o  do so* I f  t h e  r e q u e s t  i s  n o t  
g r a n t e d ,  X c h e r i s h  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e s e  few  w ords n ay  a t  l e a s t  
r e a c h  y o u r  h a n d s ,  and  a f f o r d  you some l i t t l e  s o la c e *  ’lay you 
be s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  no h o n e s t  man e v e r  sh ed s  
b lo o d  f o r  f r e e d o m  i n  v a i n ,  however much he may be m is ta k e n  in  
h i s  e f f o r t s *  May?- Bod s u s t a i n  y o u ,  and c a r r y  you th r o u g h  w h a t­
s o e v e r  may h© in  s t o r e  f o r  you* T o u r s ,  w i th  h e a r t f e l t  r e s p e c t ,  
sym pathy  and a f f e c t i o n ,
L* M a r ia  Chi Id^
Also e n c lo s e d  was John  Brown’ s g r a t e f u l  r e p ly *  W hile  t a c t f u l l y  t e l l i n g  
h e r  t h a t  he c o u ld  n o t  see  how h e r  jo u rn e y  t o  C h a r le s to w n  c o u ld  do  him t h e  
l e a s t  g o o d ,  Jo h n  Brown s u g g e s te d  a n o th e r  c h an n e l  t h r o u g h  which h e r  sym path ie  
would re a c h  him  more e f f e c t i v e l y *  He s u g g e s te d  t h a t  she  c o n t r i b u t e  f i f t y
c e n t s  y e a r l y  f o r  th e  s u p p o r t  of h i s  w ife  and c h i l d r e n ,  Who would be l e f t  dms 
t i t u t e  by h i s  d e a th *  He f u r  th e  r  u rged  h e r  t o  d evo te  h e r  e n e r g i e s  t o  in d u c e  
o t h e r s  t o  j o i n  h e r  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a fund f o r  t h i s  pu rpose*
1I b i d . ,  p .  14
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The w i f e  and d a u g h te r s  of Jo h n  Brown came t o  Concord on t h e i r  way t o  
V i r g i n i a  f r a n  t h e i r  heme in  N o r th  E l b a ,  E s s e x  C o u n ty ,  New York* M ar ia  
C h i l d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  E l i s a b e t h  Peabody and many o th e r  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  s y m p a th is ­
e r s ,  s e t  a b o u t  c o l l e c t i n g  s u p p l i e s  an d  money f o r  them  t o  t a k e  t o  Jo h n  Brown 
and h i s  f o l l o w e r s  i n  p r i s o n #
On December 2 3 ,  1859 M ar ia  C h i ld  w ro te  a  l e t t e r  t o  Mrs# Brown, w h ich  
c l e a r l y  shows t h a t  she had b e e n  b u sy  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  p r o j e c t  -which John  
Brown had b e q u e a th e d  t o  he r#
My d e a r  f r i e n d ,  Among t h e  many e lo q u e n t  t h i n g s  t h a t  have been  s a i d  
c o n c e rn in g  t h e  g r e a t  and good man, who h a s  gone f ro m  u s ,  n o th in g  
h a s  to u c h e d  my f e e l i n g s  more t h a n  t h e  l e t t e r s  I  have  r e c e i v e d  f r a n  
t h e  c o l o r e d  p eo p le  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t ry #  You w i l l  s e e ,  
i n  t h i s  w eek*s ’L i b e r a t o r 1 one f rom  a  c o l o r e d  man i n  Ohio# A f o r t ­
n i g h t  a g o ,  t h e r e  was one i n  t h e ’T r ib u n e *  fro m  a c o lo r e d  man i n  
C a n a d a ,  s a y in g  ifoat a l l  t h e  B 'u g i t iv e s  t h e r e  w an ted  t o  g iv e  t h e i r  
’m ite*  to w a rd  a fu n d  f o r  Jo h n  Brown’ s fa m i ly *  At t h e  m e e t in g  house  
i n  South  S t r e e t ,  B o s to n ,  I  h e a r d  an  o ld  b l a c k  man pour f o r t h  h i s  
s o u l  i n  p r a y e r  t o  God on t h e  solem n 2d  o f  Dec# a b o u t  h a l f  p a s t  11 
o ’c lo c k *  H is  sp eech  was r u d e i  f o r  t h e  p r id e  and o p p r e s s io n  o f  h i s  
w h i te  b r e t h r e n  had g iv e n  him no ch an ce  f o r  m e n ta l  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  t h e r e  
was t o u c h in g  e lo q u e n c e  i n  t h e  manner i n  w hich  he p ra y e d  f o r  y o u g 
t h a t  t h e  Lord  w ould  c o m fo r t  y o u ,  and h o ld  you u p ,  end make c l e a r  t o  
you t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  w ays o f  h i s  P ro v id en c e #  He t o l d  t h e  L ord  t h a t  
he had ’b e e n  a  s l a v e ,  and knew how b i t t e r  i t  w as ; ’ and he e j a c u l a t e d ,  
i n  f e r v e n t  t o n e s ,  ’S in c e  i t  h a s  p le a s e d  Thee t o  t a k e  away our M oses,
Oh, Lord God, r a i s e  u s  up a  J o s h u a # * t o  w hich  a l l  t h e  a u d ie n c e  r e ­
sponded  w i th  a  lo u d  ’Amen! *
• • • • a p a r t  f ro m  my r e s p e c t  f o r  y o u r  n o b le  h u sb an d ,  a s  t h e  b ra v e  a d ­
v o c a te  of f r e e d o m ,  and t h e  s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  f r i e n d  o f t h e  o p p r e s s e d ,
I  owe him p e r s o n a l  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  what h i s  example h a s  done f o r  my 
own so u l#  S in c e  he was o f a r e d  u p ,  I  have  c o n s e c r a t e d  i t y s e l f  w i th  
renew ed  s e a l  t o  t h e  r i g h t e o u s  c a u s e  he lo v e d  s o  w e l l j  and I  see  i n ­
d i c a t i o n s  of t h e  same i n f l u e n c e  on m u l t i t u d e s  o f  m inds  i n  a l l  p a r t s  
o f t h e  F r e e  S t a t e s #  L e t t e r s  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t  come pw uring  i n  upon me 
f ro m  a l l  q u a r t e r s j  f ro m  M in n eso ta  t o  M aine# H© w i l l  p ro v e  th© g r e a t ­
e s t  b e n e f a c t o r  t h e  c o lo r e d  r a c e  have e v e r  had#
E i g h t  o r  t e n  d ay s  a g o ,  I  t r a n s m i t t e d  i n  a  l e t t e r  t o  you #10 from  one 
o f  y o u r  h u s b a n d ’ s f r i e n d s #  Did you r e c e i v e  i t ?
Y ours  w i t h  a f f e c t i o n a t e  r e s p e c t  and h e a r t f e l t  sym pathy ,
L# M aria  C h ild *
* M an u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  D artm ou th  C o l le g e
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The p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  l e t t e r s  b ro u g h t  a  v i n d i c t i v e  r e p l y  from
Mrs* M* J* C* Mason o f  A l t o ,  King G e o rg e ’ s  C o u n ty ,  V i r g i n i a ,  w if e  of t h e
a u t h o r  of t h e  F u g i t i v e  S la v e  Law of 1 8 5 0 . P e r s o n a l ,  r e p r o a c h f u l  and
b o r d e r in g  upon th e  h y s t e r i c a l ,  Mrs* reason b e g in s*
Do you r e a d  y o u r  B i b l e ,  Mrs* C h i ld ?  I f  you d o ,  r e a d  t h e r e ,
’Woe u n to  y o u ,  h y p o c r i t e s , *  and t a k e  t o  y o u r s e l f  w i th  tw o ­
f o l d  dam nation  t h a t  t e r r i b l e  s e n te n c e !  f o r  r e s t  a s s u r e d ,  i n  
t h e  day  o f  ju d g m e n t ,  i t  s h a l l  be more t o l e r a b l e  f o r  th o s e  
s c a th e d  by th e  aw fu l d e n u n c ia t i o n  o f  t h e  Son o f  God th a n  f o r  
you* You w ou ld  s o o th e  w i t h  s i s t e r l y  and m o th e r ly  c a r e  t h e  
h o a ry -h e a d e d  m u rd e re r  o f  H a r p e r ’ s F e r ry *  A man whose aim and 
i n t e n t i o n  was t o  i n o i t s  t h e  h o r r o r s  o f  a s e r v i l e  w ar -  t o  con ­
demn women o f  you r own r a c e ,  e r e  d e a t h  c l o s e d  t h e i r  e y e s  on 
t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g s  f ro m  v io l e n c e  and o u t r a g e ,  t o  see  t h e i r  h u s ­
b ands  and f a t h e r s  m u rd e re d ,  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  b u t c h e r e d ,  th® 
g ro u n d  s t r e w e d  w i th  t h e  b r a i n s  of t h e i r  b a b e s* X
Mrs* Mason now demands of Mrs* C h ild*
C an p a re  y o u r s e l f  w i th  t h o s e  y c u r  ’ sym pathy’ w ould  d e v o te  t o  
such  r u t h l e s s  r u i n ,  and s a y ,  on t h a t  'w ord  o f honor w hich  n ev er  
h a s  b e en  b r o k e n , ’ w ould  you s t a n d  by t h e  b e d s id e  of an o ld  
n e g r o ,  dying o f  a  h o p e le s s  d i s e a s e ,  t o  a l l e v i a t e  h i s  s u f f e r ­
i n g s  as f a r  a s  human a id  co u ld ?  Have you e v e r  w a tched  t h e  
l a s t ,  l i n g e r i n g  I l l n e s s  of a  c o n su m p t iv e ,  t o  s o o t h e ,  a s  f a r  
a s  in  you l a y ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  f a t e ?  Do you s o f t e n  t h e  pangs
o f  m a t e r n i t y  i n  t h o s e  a ro u n d  you by a l l  t h e  c a r e  and co m fo r t
you c an  g iv e ? * * *  Did you e v e r  s i t  up u n t i l  t h e  ’wee h o u r s ’ t o  
co m p le te  a  d r e s s  f o r  a m o t h e r l e s s  c h i l d ,  t h a t  she m ig h t  a p p e a r  
on C h r is tm a s  day i n  a  new o n e ,  a lo n g  w i th  h e r  more f o r t u n a t e  
com pan ions?  Fe do t h e s e  and more f o r  our s e r v a n t s ,  and why?
B ecause  we tn d g a v o r  Jbo do o u r  d u ty  i n  t h a t  s t a t e  of l i f e  i t  h a s  
p le a s e d  God r j  p l a c e  u sT ^
Having d e l i v e r e d  t h i s  t i r a d e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a v o r i t e  B i b l i c a l  i n j u n c ­
t i o n s  w hich  had 1 • ,ng berv* t h e  answ er o f  a l l  p r o - s l a v e r y  f o r c e s ,  Mrs* Mason 
becomes p e r s o n a l  r i  h e r  a t t a c k *  She w i t e s s
Ho S o u th e r n e r  ought a f t e r  yo u r  l e t t e r  t o  G overnor Wise and  t o  
Brown, t o  r e a d  a  l i n e  o f  y o u r  c o m p o s i t io n ,  o r  t o  t o u c h  a mag­
a z in e  w hich  b e a r s  y o u r  nam© in  i t s  l i s t s  o f  c o n t r i b u t o r s !
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and i n  t h i s  we hope f o r  th© 1 sy m p ath y ’ a t  l e a s t  o f  th o s e  
i n  th e  N o r th  who d e se rv e  t h e  name o f  wcman*1
Over a  m onth  was t o  e l a p s e  b e f o r e  a  d e v a s t a t i n g  r e p l y  ©am© from  Mrs*
C h i ld *  Q u i e t ,  f a c t u a l  y e t  s c a t h i n g  i n  i t s  v e r y  c a lm n e s s ,  Mrs* C h i ld  opens
h e r  l e t t e r  by  a s s u r i n g  Mrs* Mason t h a t  she w is h e s  h e r  w e ll*
b o th  i n  t h i s  w o r ld  and t h e  n e x t*  I f  t h e  anathem a proved  a  
s a f e t y  v a l v e  t o  y o u r  own b o i l i n g  s p i r i t ,  i t  d id  son© good 
t o  you w h ile  i t  f e l l  h a rm le s s  upon me* F o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  
a l l  o f  u s ,  th© H eav en ly  F a t h e r  r u l e s  H is  u n i v e r s e  by la w s ,  
w hich th© p a s s io n s  o r  t h e  p r e j u d i c e s  of m o r t a l s  have no 
power t o  c h an g e •
A nsw ering  t e x t  by  t e x t  f ro m  th e  B i b l e ,  Mrs* C h i ld  th e n  p ro c e e d s  t o  
a t t a c k  t h e  p e c u l i a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  by e v id e n c e  "draw n e n t i r e l y  fro m  S o u th e rn  
s o u r c e s * " ^  From t h e  law s of S o u th e rn  S t a t e s ,  t h e  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  f o r  r u n a ­
way s l a v e s  i n  S o u th e rn  S t a t e s ,  and th© t e s t im o n y  of fo r m e r  s l a v e  owners t h e  
a rg u m en ts  a r e  l o g i c a l l y  m a r s h a l l e d *  On su ch  a  b a s i s  Mrs* C h i ld  a s k s ,  "L ook­
in g  a t  t h e  sy s te m  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  a l l  t h i s  e v i d e n c e ,  do you c a n ­
d i d l y  t h i n k  we d e se rv e  ’t w o - f o l d  dam nation*  f o r  d e t e s t i n g  i t ?4
W hile up t o  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  answ er t o  Mrs* Mason f o l l o w s  t h e  manner of 
A b o l i t i o n  w r i t i n g s ,  Mrs* C h i ld  wow t u r n s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  w hich  have 
b e en  a s k e d  h e r*
I t  w ould  be e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  any woman in  our v i l l a g e s  
who does  n o t sew f o r  t h e  p o o r ,  and w a tc h  w i th  th© s i c k ,  w henever 
o c c a s io n  r e q u i r e s *  We pay ou r  d o m e s t ic s  g e n e ro u s  w ag es ,  w i th  w hich  
t h e y  c an  p u rc h a se  a s  many C h r is tm a s  gowns a s  t h e y  p l e a s e ; a  p r o c e s s  
f a r  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  as  w e l l  a s  ou r  own, t h a n  t o  r e c e i v e  
t h e i r  c l o t h i n g  a s  c h a r i t y ,  a f t e r  b e in g  d e p r iv e d  of j u s t  payment f o r  
t h e i r  l a b o r * ^
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T hus f a r  th© l e t t e r  l a s  e f f e c t i v e ,  h u t  when p u b l i s h e d  a s  an a b o l i ­
t i o n  p a m p h le t ,  i t  was t h e  next: s e n te n c e  w h ich  was q u o te d  a g a in  and a g a in  
and i n  a  l a r g e  m easu re  may have a c c o u n te d  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  h u n d red  th o u s a n d  
c o p i e s  w hich  were r a p i d l y  s o l d . 1 wl tl1  t h a t  s t r a i g h t  fo r w a rd  m anner so  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  h e r ,  M rs .  C h i ld  w r o t e ,  " I  have  n e v e r  known an  i n s t a n c e  
w here  t h e  'p a n g s  of m a te r n i ty *  d id  n o t  m eet w i t h  r e q u i s i t e  a s s i s t a n c e *  and  
h e re  a t  t h e  N o r th ,  a f t e r  we have h e lp e d  t h e  m o th e r s - we do n o t  s e l l  t h e  
b a b i e s ." 2
With s c o r n  Mrs* C h i ld  r e p l i e s  t o  t h e  t h r e a t  t h a t  "n o  S o u th e r n e r  ought
h e n c e f o r t h  t o  r e a d  a  l i n e  o f  my c o m p o s i t io n * ”
I  have  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  h a v in g  n o th in g  
t o  l o s e  i n  t h a t  q u a r t e r *  T w e n ty -se v en  y e a r s  a g o ,  I p u b l i s h e d  a  
book c a l l e d  An A ppeal i n  b e h a l f  of T hose  A m ericans  C a l le d  A f r i c a n s *
I t  i n f  lu e n o e d  t h e  m inds  o f  s e v e ra T  young m en, a f t e r w a r d  c o n ­
s p ic u o u s  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  t h r o u g h  whose ag en cy  t h e  c a u s e  was b e t t e r  
s e r v e d  t h a n  i t  c o u ld  have been  by me* From t h a t  t im e  t o  t h i s ,  I  
have  l a b o r e d  t o o  e a r n e s t l y  f o r  t h e  s l a v e  t o  be a g r e e a b l e  t o  s l a v e ­
h o ld e r s #  L i t e r a r y  p o p u l a r i t y  was n e v e r  a  param ount o b j e c t  w i th  
m e, even  i n  my youth*  and now, t h a t  I  am o l d ,  I  am u t t e r l y  i n d i f ­
f e r e n t  t o  i t *  B u t ,  i f  I  e a r e d  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  you t h r e a t e n ,  I 
sh o u ld  a t  l e a s t  have th© c c n e o la t i o n  o f  b e in g  e x i l e d  w i th  h o n o r a b le  
company*^
T h is  h o n o r a b le  company c o n s i s t s  of D r* C h an n in g ,  W ill iam  C, B r y a n t ,  P i e r  p e n t .  
Low©11 , L o n g f e l lo w ,  E m erson , G eorge W* C u r t i s ,  Mrs* S to w e , T heodore  P a r k e r ,  
Dr* C h e e v e r ,  an d  H enry  Ward B eecher*  In  f a c t ,  sh e  c o n c l u d e s ,  " t h e  whole 
c i v i l i s e d  w o r ld  p ro c la .  ms S la v e r y  a s  o u t la w ,  and t h e  b e s t  i n t e l l e c t  o f  th e  
ag e  I s  a c t i v e  i n  h u n t in g  i t  down*
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Th© f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  she c l e a r l y  showed t h e  r e a l  u n d e r s t a n d in g  she p o s ­
s e s s e d  of t h e  p rob lem  o f t h e  s l a v e  and  th e  m a s te r*  W ith t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  
i n  Hew York in  I860 o f  The R i g h t  Way t h e  S a fe  Way,  P roved  by E m a n c ip a t io n  
i n  t h e  B r i t i e h  West I n d i e s  an d  E l s e w h e r e ,  M a r ia  C h i ld  e s t a b l i s h e d  h e r  p la c e  
a s  a  h i s t o r i a n  o f  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  movement to w a rd  u n i v e r s a l  e m an c ip a t io n *
C le a r  and c o n v in c in g  The R ig h t  Way i s  f r e e  from  u n f a i r n e s s  o r  s h r i l l  i n v e c ­
t i v e *  Th© volume r e t e l l s  th© s t o r y  of B r i t i s h  e m a n c ip a t io n  o f  s l a v e s  and  
makes p r a c t i c a l  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  a p p ly in g  th e s e  same' m e thods  t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
s i t u a t i o n  th e n  p r e s e n t  i n  American s l a v e  h o ld in g  s t a t e s *
Much o f  th e  i n f o r m a t io n  i s  b a se d  on t h e  ” O r a t io n  In  Honour o f  U n iv e r s a l
E m a n c ip a t io n  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  E m p ire ,” d e l i v e r e d  by  David C h i ld  i n  Boston*
The m e n ta l  com p a t a b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  co u p le  was such  t h a t  I t  was im poss I b l e  t o  
t e l l  w hich d i d  t h e  a c t u a l  w r i t i n g *  As many a b o l i t i o n i s t s  spoke w i th  t h e  
w ords  o f  L y d ia  C h i l d ,  so  h e r  h usband  was o f t e n  i n s p i r e d  by  h e r  i n t e n s e  f e e l ­
in g  f o r  t h e  f reed o m  of t h e  s la v e *
Th© y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  war Mrs* C h i ld  ” s e n t  s l a v e - h o l d e r s  o v e r  tw e lv e  hun­
d re d  c o p i e s  o f  The R ig h t  Way t h e  S a fe  ¥/ay,  d i r e c t e d  them  w i th  h e r  own h a n d ,  
and p a id  t h e  p o s ta g e  o u t of h e r  own p u r s e ;  and  r e c e i v e d  b u t  one r e s p o n s e  
The a t t i t u d e  o f  th© s l a v e  owner i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  y e t  th© d is a p p o in tm e n t  
o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  o was fo l lo w in g  th© d i c t a t e s  o f  h e r  c o n s c ie n c e  i n  an h o n e s t
e f f o r t  t o  a i d  i n  a  c r i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  was In te n s e *
When on Deoember 1 8 ,  I  §65 t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  W il l ia m  H* Sew ard , 
o f f i c i a l l y  p ro c la im e d  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of s l a v e r y ,  t h e  oause  t o  w hich Mrs* C h i ld  
had devoted  more th a n  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  had a t  l a s t  re a c h e d  a  s u o o e s f u l
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c o n c lu s io n *  T h i r t y - t w o  y e a r s  had p a sse d  sine© a t  th© h e ig h t  o f  h e r  l i t ­
e r a r y  c a r e e r  Mrs* C h i ld  bad p u b l i s h e d  th© Appeal* D uring t h e s e  y e a r s  h e r  
pen had a lw ay s  b e e s  a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  s l a v e *  She was bu t  t h i r t y - o n e  
y e a r s  o f  age  when she chose  t o  s a c r i f i c e  h e r  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  
f o r  t h e  sake  of t h i s  most u n p o p u la r  c a u s e *  When s u c c e s s  f i n a l l y  cam© she 
was s ix fcy -fiv©  y e a r s  o ld  and had c o m p le te d  t h e  w ork  w h ich  b ro u g h t  h e r  co n ­
te m p o r a r y  fam e* The m easu re  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  and l i t e r a r y  s a c r i f i c e  she 
made c a n n o t  be s s t i m a t e d ,  f o r  she  n e v e r  c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was an y  o th e r  
c o u r s e  t o  f o l lo w  th a n  t h a t  t o  w h ich  she d e d i c a t e d  h a l f  th© a d u l t  y e a r s  o f  
h e r  l i f e *
Most p e o p le  w ould  have f e l t  t h a t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  s e r v i c e  t o  a  c au se  was 
s u f f i c i e n t ,  b u t  n o t  Mrs* C h i ld *  She n e v e r  u n d e r e s t im a te d  t h e  p rob lem s o f  
t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  p e r i o d ,  bu t  now r e a l i z e d  more t h a n  e v e r  t h a t  t h e  now em­
a n c i p a t e d  s l a v e  n eeded  g u id a n c e ,  and to w a rd  t h a t  end she p u b l i s h e d  in  1866 
t h e  Freedm an*s Book,  w h ich  opened w i t h  a  l e t t e r  t o  t h a t  g ro u p  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  
p u rp o se  o f  t h e  volume*
I  have  p re p a re d  t h i s  book  f o r  y o u ,  w i th  t h e  hope t h a t  th o s e  of 
you who can  r e a d  w i l l  r e a d  i t  a lo u d  t o  o t h e r s ,  and t h a t  a l l  of 
you w i l l  d e r i v e  f r e s h  s t r e n g t h  and co u ra g e  f ro m  t h i s  t r u e  r e c o r d  
o f  w ha t c o lo re d  men have a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  u n d e r  g r e a t  d i s a d v a n ta g e s *
I  have w r i t t e n  a l l  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  over a g a i n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  g iv e  
you a s  much in f o r m a t i o n  a s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  f e w e s t  w ords*  I  t a k e  
n o th in g  f o r  my s e r v i c e s ;  and t h e  book i s  s o l d  t o  you a t  t h e  c o s t  
of p a p e r ,  p r i n t i n g ,  and  b in d in g *  W hatever money you pay  f o r  any  
of th e  vo lum es w i l l  be im m e d ia te ly  i n v e s t e d  in  o th e r  vo lum es t o  
be s e n t  t o  f reedm en  in  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  on t h e  same 
t e r m s ;  and  w h a te v e r  money re m a in s  i n  my h a n d s ,  when t h e  book 
c e a s e s  t o  s e l l ,  w i l l  b© g iv e n  t o  t h e  Freedm en*s A id A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t o  be expended  i n  s c h o o l s  f o r  you and y o u r  c h i ld r e n * *
■^Lydia C h i l d ,  The Freedm en*s Book, P r e f a c e
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F i f t y  seme a r t i c l e s  and  ’b io g r a p h i e s  fo l lo w *  a p p r o x im a te ly  h a l f  o f  
w hich  were w r i t t e n  by  members o f  th© c o lo r e d  r a c e *  The s t y l e  i s  s im p le  
and  e f f e c t i v e *  g i v i n g  t h e  l i v e s  and  acco m p lish m e n ts  o f  t h e  c o lo r e d  r a c e  
d u r in g  t h e  y e a r s  of e n s la v e m e n t*  F o u r te e n  a r t i c l e s  were w r i t t e n  by Mrs* 
C h i l d ,  many o f  them  d e v o te d  t o  p r a c t i c a l  a d v ic e  and h i n t s  on h e a l t h *  A l­
ways a t  h e r  b e s t  when e d u c a t in g  o t h e r s  o r  when w ork ing  f o r  t h e i r  b e t t e r ­
m e n t ,  Mrs* C h i ld  shows t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h e r  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  
w i t h  w hich sh e  w ro te s  each  a r t i c l e ®
W r i t i n g  t o  t h e  R ev e ren d  Samuel J*  May i n  J a n u a r y ,  1366 Mrs® C h i ld  
e x p r e s s e d  h e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of h i s  p r a i s e  f o r  th© book* She w ro te*
I  l i v e  s o  e n t i r e l y  a p a r t  f ro m  t h e  w o r ld  t h a t  when I  p u b l i s h  an y ­
t h i n g  I  r a r e l y  s ee  o r  h e a r  a n y th in g  ab o u t t h e  e f f e c t  i t  produces®
• ®»I had  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  such, a  book a s  The Freedm en*s Book was 
needed  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e  and  m ig h t  do good* i n  carder t o  a d a p t  
i t  c a r e f u l l y  f o r  th e m , I  w ro te  o v e r  tw o  h u n d re d  l e t t e r  pages  of 
m a n u s c r ip t  c o p y j  and th e n  d e s p a i r i n g  o f  g e t t i n g  I t  p u b l i s h e d ,  I  
p a id  s i x  h u n d re d  d o l l a r s  t o  g e t  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s s  $ v i i ic h  sum, 
i f  i t  e v e r  r e t u r n s ,  w i l l  be a  fu n d  t o  h e lp  i n  t h e  e d u c a t io n  o f  
f ree d m e n  and  t h e i r  c h i ld r e n *  I  have  done what I  c o u l d ,  and I  
hope a  b l e s s i n g  w i l l  r e s t  upon i t®  That you ap p ro v e  so h e a r t i l y  
i s  one g u a r a n t y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be usefu l*^-
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CHAPTER Y
SUBSET YEARS 
1* L ooking  Toward S u n se t  
A lth o u g h  t h e  © lose o f  h e r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  w crk  ended  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  w r i t ­
i n g s  o f  Mrs* C h i l d ,  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a id in g  o t h e r s  c o n t in u e d  u n t i l  h e r  
d ea th *  A f t e r  186S , t h e n  i n  h e r  s i x t i e s ,  M a r ia  C h i ld  e n t e r e d  w ha t she  con­
s i d e r e d  t h e  s u n s e t  y e a r s  of h e r  l i f e *  I n  k e e p in g  w i th  t h i s  know ledge she
p u b l i s h e d  Looking to w a rd  S u n s e ta a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  pros© and v e r s e ,  i n  o r d e r  
t o  ” g iv e  w ords o f  c o n s o l a t i o n ” ^ t o  t h o s e  who wore h e r  com panions i n  age* 
The i n t e n s e  r e l i g i o u s  f e r v o r  of th® a u t h o r  i s  shown i n  th® P r e f a c e ,
I f  t h e  r a y s  o f  my m orning  have  h e lp e d  t c  g e m i n a t e  s e e d s  t h a t  
r i p e n  i n t o  f l o w e r s  and  f r u i t ,  I  am g r a t e f u l  t o  Him, from  whom 
a l l  l i g h t  an d  warmth p ro c e e d s*  And now I  r e v e r e n t l y  ask  H is  
b l e s s i n g  on t h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  i m i t a t e ,  i n  my humble w ay, t h e  s e t ­
t i n g  r a y s  of t h a t  g r e a t  l u m in a r y ,  w h ich  th ro w s  c h e e r f u l  g l e a n s  
i n t o  so  many l o n e l y  o ld  hom es, w h ich  k i n d l e s  g o ld e n  f i r e s  on 
t r e e s  whos® f o l i a g e  i s  f a l l i n g ,  and  l i g h t s  up t h e  s i l v e r e d  h e ad s
on w h ich  i t  r e s t s  w i t h  a  g l o r y  t h a t  r e m in d s  one o f  im m o r ta l
crow ns#
Any c o l l e c t i o n  p u b l i s h e d  by  a  w e ll-k n o w n  a u th o r  h a s  a  d u a l  i n t e r e s t • 
P r i m a r i l y  i t s  i n t e r e s t  a r i s e s  from  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ,  b u t  
a  s e c o n d a ry  i n t e r e s t  r e s t s  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n s  o f  o t h e r  a u th o r s #  The v e r y  
names and a g a in  t h e  t i t l e s  h av e  p o w e rfu l  c o n n o ta t i o n s #  M ar la  C hild*  s co n ­
t r i b u t i o n s  a r e  n in e  i n  number and v a r y  from  s h o r t  s t o r i e s  t o  p r a c t i c a l  
h i n t s  a b o u t  h e a l t h #  Such v e r s a t i l i t y  m ean s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  an uneven p ro d u c ­
t i o n *  I f  anyone c o u ld  h av e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c a r r i e d  out t h e  p r o j e c t ,  she 
would have  b e e n  a b l e  t o  do s o ,  f o r  h e r  mind was e a p a b la  o f  e a s i l y  moving 
from  m y s t i c i s m  t o  r e a l i s m #
^ L y d ia  M# C h i l d ,  Looking  to w a rd  S u n s e t ,  P r e f a c e  
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Th© i n i t i a l  s t o r y  i s  b y  M a r ia  C h i l d ,  and i s  e n t i t l e d  **The F r i e n d s • ” 
T h i s  i s  a s im p le  s t o r y  o f  t h e  e s t r a n g e m e n ts  of tw o  young f r i e n d s ,  s e p a r a t e d  
by  p o s i t i o n  and r e l i g i o n ,  b u t  i n  o ld  age f i n a l l y  r e u n i t e d *  The l o c a l e  i s  
Main®, an d  t h e  f r i e n d s ,  H a r r i e t  Brown and J a n e  W h i te ,  ar© mere c i p h e r s  o f  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  on w hioh  a r e  su p e r im p o sed  t h e  t r a n s e e n d e n t a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  
on f r i e n d s h i p ,  b e a u ty  o f  s o u l  and r e l i g i o n *
n Xt was t h e  custom  of Mr* F r a n c i s ,  on t h e  ev en in g  b e f o r e  T h a n k s g iv in g ,  
t o  g a t h e r  i n  h i s  d e p e n d e n ts  and humble f r i e n d s  t o  t h e  number of tw e n ty  or 
t h i r t y ,  and f e a s t  them on c h ic k e n  p i e ,  d o u g h n u ts  and o t h e r  e d i b l e s ,  s e n d in g  
them  home w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  a  f u r t h e r  f e s t i v a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  ’ t u r n o v e r e 1 f o r  
t h e  c h i l d r e n * ” ^ One o f  t h e  most t o u c h in g  s c e n e s  i n  t h i s  s t o r y  d e a l s  w i th  
a  g ra n d m o th e r  p r e p a r i n g  a  t r e a t  f o r  h e r  g r a n d c h i ld r e n *  The " t u r n  v e r s *  
so  a r d e n t l y  d e s i r e d  by t h e  c h i l d r e n  may w e l l  have  b e en  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  mem­
o r i e s  o i  c h i ld h o o d  t r e a t s *
w01d F o lk s  a t  Hosae" i s  an a t t e m p t  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Mrs* C h i ld  t o  e x p r e s s  
i n  vers©  t h e  p l e a s u r e  she a lw ays  fo u n d  i n  s im p le  t h i n g s *  W hile  t h i s  poem 
i s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  s e n t i m e n t a l  v e r s e  o f  th© time® t h e r e  i s  a c e r t a i n  charm  
i n  th© l i n e s s
More p l e a s a n t  seem t h e i r  own s u r r o u n d i n g s .
Though q u a i n t  and o l d .
Than new er hom es, w i th  t h e i r  ab o u n d in g e  
Of m a r b l e ,  s i l k ,  and g o ld *
F o r ’ t i e  th e  h e a r t  i n s p i r e s  h o m e -fe © lin g s .
In  h u t  o r  h a l l ,
Where memory, w i th  i t s  fo n d  r e v e a l i n g s .
Sheds a  t e n d e r  l i g h t  o ’ e r  a l l *
^ I b i d * ,  P r e f a c e
They lo v e  th e  w onted  e a l l  t o  m e e t in g  
By t h e i r  o ld  b e l l i  
T hey  love  th e  o ld  f a m i l i a r  g r e e t i n g
From f r i e n d s  who know them w e ll*
T h e i r  hom esick  h e a r t s  a r e  a lw ays  y e a r n i n g ,
When t h e y ’r e  awayj 
And e v e r  i s  t h e i r  memory t u r n i n g
To s c e n e s  where t h e y  u sed  t o  s ta y *
A n o th e r  poem by th© same t i t l e  i s  i n c lu d e d  in  th e  volumes
They 1 ove th© p l a c e s  w here  t h e y  w andered  
When th e y  w ere  youngi 
They lo v e  t h e  books t h e y ’ve o f t e n  p o n d e re d .
They lo v e  th© tu n e s  t h e y ’ve sung*
The e a s y - o h a i r ,  so  s o f t  and o o c y ,
I s  t h e i r  d e l i g h t  
The ample s l i p p e r s ,  warm and c o s y ,
And t h e  d e a r  o ld  bed  a t  n ig h t*
CHORUS
Hear t h e i r  h e a r t h - s i o n © s , warm and c h e e r y .
W here, by n i g h t  or d ay ,
T h e y ’r e  f r e e  t o  r e s t  when t h e y  a r e  w e a ry .
T h e re  th© o ld  f o l k s  lo v e  t o  s ta y *
nI h e  M y s te r io u s  P i lg r im a g e ” i s  an  a l l e g o r i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  
s t o r y  o f  l i f e *  Bach p hase  e f  l i f e  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  s ta g e  in  t h e  j o u r n e y  
o f  a t r a v e l l e r  t h r o u g h  a  wood* In  co m p lia n ce  w i t h  t h e  p u rp o se  f  th® book 
t h e  jo y s  o f  age  a r e  s t r e s s e d  a s  f a r  o u t d i s t a n c i n g  th e  t r a n s i t o r y  jo y s  o f  
y o u t h ,  T^iile  d e a th  i s  p o r t r a y e d  a s  a  r e l e a s e  from  a l l  so rrow  t o  a  happy 
e t e r n a l  l i f e  w i th  a l l  lo v e d  ones*
The companion p i e c e s ,  ”U n m arried  Women” and ” Old B a c h e lo r s ” a r e  p r e ­
s e n t e d  by  Mrs* C h i ld *  The s t a t e s  of a  woman and  a  man who have from  n e c e s ­
s i t y  o r  c h o ic e  re m a in e d  s i n g l e  a r e  c o n t r a s t e d *  The u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e
1 I b i d * ,  p* 61
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u n m a r r ie d  woman i s  s t r e s s e d #  M rs# C h i ld  c o n c lu d e s *
A 'soman may make a  r e s p e c t a b l e  a p p e a ra n c e  a s  a  w i f e ,  w i th  a 
c h a r a c t e r  f a r  l e s s  n o b le  t h a n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n a b le  h e r  t o  
l e a d  a  s i n g l e  l i f e  w i th  u s e f u l n e s s  and  d i g n i t y #  She i s  
s h e l t e r e d  and c o n c e a le d  b e h in d  h e r  husband* b u t t h e  u n m a rr ie d  
woman m ust r e l y  upon h e r s e l f *  end she  l i v e s  i n  a  g l a s s  h o u s e ,  
open t o  t h e  g a ze  of e v e r y  p a s s e r - b y #  To th e  . fe e b le -m in d e d ,  
m a r r i a g e  i s  a lm o s t  a  n e c e s s i t y ,  and  i f  w i s e l y  fo rm e d ,  i t  d o u b t l e s s  
r e n d e r s  t h e  U f a  o f  any  woman mors happy# But h a p p in e s s  i s  n e t  
t h e  s o l e  and end aim o f  t h i s  l i f e #  We a r c  s e n t  h e r e  t o  b u i l d  up 
a  c h a r a c t e r *  and s e n s i b l e  women may e a s i l y  r e c o n c i l e  th e m s e lv e s  
t o  a s i n g l e  l i f e ,  s in o e  even  i t s  d i s a d v a n ta g e s  may be c o n v e r t e d  
i n t o  means f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a l l  t h e  f a c u l t i e s  w h ich  God h as  
e n d o w e d  them*
The l i f e  o f  t h e  b a c h e l o r  i s  p r a i s e d  a s  an o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e r v i c e #  Exam­
p l e s  a r e  g iv e n  o f t h e  k in d n e s s  o f  b a c h e l o r s  c u lm in a t in g  i n  t h e  s t o r y  o f
t h e  k in d n e s s  o f  t h e  C h e r r y b le  b r o t h e r s  t o  N ic h o la s  M iek leby#  The o p p o r tu n ­
i t i e s  f o r  s e r v i c e  on t h e  p a r t  of u n m a r r ie d  women and b a c h e l o r s  i s ,  a s  i t  
was t h e  k e y n o te  o f  h e r  own l i f e ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  them© o f  t h e  s to r y *  Among th© 
■women who have g iv e n  such s e r v i c e  u s e f u l l y  and a g r e e a b l y :
T h e re  i s  th© charm ing  M iss M i t f o r d ,  whose w r i t i n g s  c h e e r  t h e  
s o u l  l i k e  a  meadow o f  c o w s l ip s  i n  t h e  s p r in g  t im e*  T here  i s  
F r e d e r i c a ,  B rem er ,  whose w r i t i n g s  have  b l e s s e d  so many s o u ls*
T h e re  i s  Jo a n n a  B a i l l i e ,  M a r ia  E d g e w o rth ,  E l i z a b e t h  H a m il to n ,  
and  our own honored  C a th e r in e  !.-• S edgw ick , whose books  have 
mad© th e  w o rld  w i s e r  and  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e y  fo u n d  i t *2
Such g e n t l e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  i s  i n  k e e p in g  w i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  p h i lo s o p h y  o f M ar ia
C h ild *
’f  - o r a l  H i n t s ” and  " H in t s  a b o u t  H e a l th ” c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  c o n t r i ­
b u t i o n s  o f  Mrs# C h ild *  The a u t h o r i t i e s  q u o te d  f o r  t h e  fo rm er  a r e  * C o l t o n ,  
M o n ta ig n e ,  Hr# J o h n s o n ,  T u c k e r ,  S o u th e y ,  Adam Clark©  and M ich ae l  Angelo#
1 I b i d * ,  p .  1 4 3
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Th© l a t t e r  i s  b a se d  on t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  F re n c h  p h y s i c i a n ,  D um oulln , 
th© R ev e ren d  S id n e y  S m ith ,  L u d o v icu s  C a r n a r o ,  Jo h n  W es le y ,  Duke o f  W el­
l i n g t o n ,  Hon* J o s i a h  Q u in c y ,  R ev e ren d  D a n ie l  W aldo, L e ig h  Hunt and a  
D oc to r 'D a r re n ,  w i t h  whose cond em n a tio n  of sm ok ing , d r i n k i n g ,  t h e  u se  of 
s n u f f  and to b a c c o  D a r i a  C h ild  a g re e s *  “ H in t s  a b o u t  H e a l t h ” i s  i n  a  
l a r g e  m easu re  b a s e d  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  e x t e r n a l  u se  o f  c o ld  
w a t e r ,  and t h e  i n t e r n a l  u se  o f  f r u i t  J u i c e s *  The " L o ra l  H in ts "  a r e  b a se d  
on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  no  tw o  t h i n g s  t e n d  “ s o  much t o  make human b e i n g s  unhappy  
i n  th e m s e lv e s  and u n p l e a s a n t  t o  o t h e r s  a s  h a b i t s  o f  f r e t f u l n e s s  and  
d e spondency*"^  h i  ©as a n t  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s ,  and o p p o r t u n i t  i e s  t o  im prove 
o u r s e l v e s  a r e  t h e  means by w hich  th e s e  f a u l t s  may be  overcome* E xam ples  
a r e  g iv e n  t o  t h o s e  who h av e  s u c c e e d e d  when l a t e  i n  l i f e *  The p r a c t i c a l  
i d e a s  p u t  f o r t h  i n  b o th  t h e s e  e s s a y s  w ould  b© most a d v a n ta g e o u s  t o  t h e  
young a s  w e l l  a s  t o  t h e i r  a l d e r s  t o  whom t h e y  a r e  a d d re s s e d *
M ar ia  C h i ld * s  l a s t  s e l e c t i o n  i s  a  " L e t t e r  from  an Old Woman on H er 
B i r t h d a y , "  w hich d i s c u s s e s  th e  c o m p e n s a t io n s  o f  age* Th© m ost im p o r ta n t  
o f  th e  s o  a d v a n ta g e s  c o n f e r r e d  by age  i s  th© r e l e a s e  f ro m  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f 
c o n v e n t io n *  Mrs* C h i ld  w r i t e s ,  " l  n e v e r  conform ed much t o  t h e  w o r l d ’ s w ay , 
b u t  now t h a t  I  am an  o ld  woman, I  f e e l  more f r e e  t o  i g n o r e  i t s  c o n v e n t i o n a l
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f o r m s ,  an d  n e g l e c t  i t s  f l e e t i n g  f a s h io n * "  wrs* C h i l d ’ s w ords a r e  l i t e r ­
a l l y  t r u e *  H over h a v in g  b e en  d e s i r o u s  f a t  c l o t h e s  f o r  p e r s o n a l  ado rnm en t 
i n  h e r  y o u t h ,  d u r in g  h e r  l a t e r  y e a r s  Mrs* C h i ld  gave up a l l  c l a i m  t o  f o l ­
low ing  f a s h i o n *  She m s  one at t h e  l a s t  yeomen t o  w ear a  b o n n e t ,  and
c o n te m p o ra ry  a c c o u n ts  seem t o  agree  t h a t  h e r  t a s t e  was f o r  p r a c t i c a l
g a rm e n ts*  T h i s  s e l e c t i o n  c l o s e s  -with th e  f i n a l  a d v ic e  t h a t  one sh o u ld
i » l  ; x-" t r a v e l  c h e e r f u l l y  to w a rd  t h e  S u n se t*
Her l a s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  an e d i t o r i a l  one* In  1861 L in d a  was pub-*
11shed  by H a r r i e t  J a c o b s*  M a r ia  C h i ld  had assumed f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
f o r  s e e i n g  t h i s  book th r o u g h  t h e  p u b l i s h e r s *  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p u b l i s h e r
f a i l e d ,  and on. M arch 1 4 ,  1861 she  w o t®  t o  a f r i e n d  in  heW B e d f o rd ,
2 Ia s k in g  h e l p  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s  book*" The a u t h o r 1 o f t h e  book  
was an “ e s te e m ed  f r i e n d ,®  whose s t o r y  was in t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h i s  volume t o  
“ i l l u s t r a t e  th e  power of c h a r a c t e r  over c i r c u m s ta n c e s * w T h is  a u t h e n t i c  
a c c o u n t  of s l a v e r y  shows M rs. C h i l d ’ s e d i t o r i a l  hand i n  t h e  r e s t r a i n e d  
and f a c t u a l  manner i n  vhioh t h e  h a r ro w in g  d e t a i l s  o f  a  l i f e  o f  s l a v e r y  
a r e  g iv e n *
A b o l i t i o n i s t s  sand f r i e n d s  of M aria  C h i ld  a r e  p ro m in en t  among t h e  
c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h i s  volume* Jo h n  G* W h i t t i e r  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by two s e l e c ­
t i o n s ,  a s  i s  T heodore  P a rk e r*  H enry  Ward B eech er  and h i s  d a u g h te r  H a r r i e t  
a r e  a l s o  in c lu d e d *  Edmund H* S e a r s ,  p a s t o r  o f  t h e  U n i t a r i a n  Church o f  
Way la n d  and a u t h o r  of ’ I t  Cssne upon th e  M idn igh t C le a r ,*  i s  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by a  p ro s e  s e l e c t i o n ,  “ E v e r l a s t i n g  Y outh” from  F o r eglearns o f  I m m o r t a l i t y *
C onvers  F r a n c i s ,  b r o t h e r  of Mrs* C h i l d ,  i s  in c lu d e d  w i th  an  e x t r a c t  from  
t h e Memoir o f  t h e  H o n o ra b le  Jo h n  D av ie* Among th e  f o r e i g n  a u t h o r s  a r e  
C h a r le s  D ic k e n s ,  E o b e r t  B u rn s ,  W il l ia m  W ordsw orth , Thomas Hood and TJhland*
^ I b i d  *. p* 222
2 P e r s o n a l  P a p e r s ,  M a n u s c r ip t  D i v i s i o n ,  L i b r a r y  of C o n g re ss  
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b o o k in g  to w a rd  S u n s e t  i s  an  a g r e e a b l e  c o l l e c t i o n  b e a r i n g  upon 
th© a s p e c t s  of o ld  a g e ,  i t s  c o n tem p o ra ry  s u c c e s s  i s  am azing* wTh© e n ­
t i r e  e d i t i o n  was e x h a u s te d  d u r in g  t h e  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n j  f o u r  th o u s a n d  c o p ie s
w ere s o l d  and more c a l l e d  f o r *  A l l  h e r  p r o f i t s  on t h e  book she d e v o ted
n l
t o  th e  f re e d m e n ,  s e n d in g  f o u r  h u n d red  d o l l a r s  a s  a  f i r s t  i n s t a l l m e n t *
Th® R ev eren d  A l f r e d  S* H u d so n ,  w r i t i n g  i n  1890 th e  Heme of L y d ia
M a r ia  C h i ld s  s t a t e d .
B e fo re  t h e  h o u se  s ta n d  a  w i l lo w  and an  e lm ,  b o th  of w hich  have 
an a n c i e n t  l o o k ,  a s  i f  t h e  sp o t  wore s e l e c t e d  f o r  a  hom estead  
by  one o f  t h e  to w n ’ s  e a r l y  g r a n t e e s *  So t a l l  i s  th© e lm , t h a t  
t h e  v iew  s o u t h e r l y  i s  b u t  l i t t l e  o b s t r u c t e d  by  i t s  lo w -d ro o p in g
b o u g h s  ,  and th e  s l a n t i n g  beams o f  th e  s e t t i n g  sun s h in e  b ro a d
a n !  f u l l  on t h e  w in d o w -p an es• In  s h o r t ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and i t s
s u r r o u n d in g s  a r e  such a s  a r e  a p t l y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  th® f o l l o w i n g
v s r s e s  from  one of Mrs* C h i l d ’ s own s e l e c t i o n s  i n  Looking to w a rd  
S u n se t  i
’ The t r e e s  f o l d  t h e i r  g r e e n  arms round  i t ,
The t r e e s  a  c e n t u r y  o ld ,
And th® w inds  go c h a n t in g  th r o u g h  th em ,
And th® sunbeams d rop  t h e i r  go ld*
’The c o w s l ip s  s p r in g  i n  t h e  m a r s h e s ,
And t h e  r o s e s  bloom on th© h i l l .
And b e s id e  t h e  b rook  i n  t h e  p a s t u r e s
Th© h e r d s  go  f e e d in g  a t  w i l l * ’2
Th® s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  volume was a s  u n e x p e c te d  by th© a u th o r  a s  i t  was
welcome to  h e r*  To M iss Lucy Osgood, sh® w ro te ?
My S u n s e t  Book h a s  had moat u n e x p e c te d  s u c c e s s *  Th© e d i t i o n  
of 4 ,0 0 0  s o ld  b e f o r e  Hew Y e a r ’ s  Day, and t h e y  s a y  t h e y  m ig h t  
have s o l d  2 ,0 0 0  more i f  t h e y  had  been  re a d y *  T h is  p l e a s e s  me 
beyond  m e a s u re ,  f o r  t h e  p r o c e e d s ,  w h e th e r  more or l e s s ,  were 
vowed t o  th© f re e d m e n j  and c h e e r in g  o ld  f o l k s  w i t h  one hand 
and h e lp in g  t h e  wronged and s u f f e r i n g  w i th  th© o t h e r ,  i s  t h e  
h i g h e s t  r e c r e a t i o n  I  e v e r  e n jo y e d *  N o b le s  o r  p r ino© s c a n n o t  
d i s c o v e r ,  o r  i n v e n t ,  any  n l ©©.sure e q u a l  t o  e a r n in g  w i th  one hand
^ B each , op,  c l t » ,  p* 112
2H u d so n , op* o i t * ,  p* 410* T h i s  poem was w r i t t e n  by  L o u ise  C h a n d le r  
M oulton*
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and g iv in g  w i t h  t h e  o th e r *  I  seldom  have a  p a s s in g  w ish
f o r  e n l a r g e d  means except, f o r  t h e  sake  of do ing  more f o r  
o th e r s *  My own w a n ts  a r s  v a ry  few  and s im ple*  I am g la d  
you ap p ro v e  o f  t h e  beck* I  &r. n o t  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  t h e  
’M y s te r io u s  P i l g r i m a g e ’ seemed t o  you ’ f a n c i f u l * ’ You know 
th e r e  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  s id e  and  a  p o e t i c  s id e  t o  me* In  a  lo o k  
d e s ig n e d  f o r  g e n e r a l  r e a d e r s ,  I  th o u g h t  i t  b e s t  t o  show b o th  
s id e s *  ' t h a t  m o s t  p ie  a see  one c l a s s  o f  r e a d e r s  w i l l  be l e s s  
p l e a s in g  t o  o t h e r s * * • My prim e o b je c t  i n  making t h e  S u n se t  
Dook was t o  p r e s e n t  o ld  p eo p le  w i th  s o n e th in g  w h o lly  c h e e r f u l *
Human n a t u r e ,  a s  th e  y e a r s  p a s s  on, more and more r e q u i r e s  
c h e e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e s *  Memory h a s  a  s t ip e rab o u n d in g  s to c k  of 
s a d n e s s  f o r  a l l ,  and  any  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t  i n  books o r  con v e r s a *  
t i o r  i s  an unwelcome e x ce ss*  To e v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e  i s  a  b r i g h t  
s i d e  and a d a rk  s id e}  and I  h o ld  i t  t o  be u n w is e ,  u n p h i l o s o p h i c , 
un k in d  t o  o th e r  s ,  and u n h e a l  th y  f o r  o n e ’ s own s o u l ,  t c  fort;, 
t h e  h a b i t  o f  lo o k in g  on t h e  d a rk  s id e *  C h e e r f u ln e s s  i s  t o
s p i r i t u a l  a tm o sp h ere  'what s u n sh in e  i s  t o  th e  e a r t h l y  la n d sc a p e *
I  am r e s o lv e d  t o  c h e r i s h  c h e e r f u l n e s s  w i th  m ig h t  and main*
O th e r  f r i e n d s  a d m ire d  th©  book* W endell P h i l l i p s  w ro te  t o  t h e  a u th o r
i n  Kcvsmbar of 18S 4 , 11 Thank you f o r  your p l e a s a n t  book* A* and 1 have
re a d  i t ,  end i f  you saw t h e  f e a r s  and s m i l e s ,  y o u ’ d r e j o i c e  you had
g iv e n  ev en  one c o u p le  s o  much d e l i g h t *  The new t h i n g s  and t h e  o ld  w e l l
2known ones com© e q u a l l y  welcome**
In  December of t h e  same y e a r  W il l ia m  C* B ry a n t  s e n t  Mrs* C h i ld  "many 
th a n k s  f o r  t h e  co p y  of t h e  charm ing  b o o k , Looking t award S u n s e t , 11 and th e n  
a d d s ,  "you  a re  l i k e  some a r t i s t s ,  who e x c e l  i n  s u n s e t  v iew s*  You g iv e  t h e  
c l o s i n g  s t a g e  of human l i f e  an  a tm osphere  of t h e  r i c h e s t  l i g h t s  and w arm est 
h u e s ,  and make ' b e c lo u d s  add t o  i t s  g lo ry *  k y  w i f e  an d  I  have r e a d  yo u r
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book w i th  g r e a t  d e l i g h t * ”
A lth o u g h  t h i s  volume met w i th  o u t s t a n d in g  s u c c e s s ,  M aria  C h i ld  r e t u r n e d  
t o  a  problem  w h ich  h a d  co n ce rn e d  h e r  f o r  many y e a r s*
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 135
E l e a n o r  L e w is ,  " L e t t e r s  o f  W endell P h i l l i p s  t o  L y d ia  M ar ia  C h i ld , "  
New E n g la n d  M ag a z in e ,  V, 735
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2* A R omanoe o f  th® R e p u b l ic  
M ar ia  C h i l d  went beyond th© u s u a l  a b o l i t i o n i s t  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  f r e e  
t h e  s la v e *  She was a lw a y s  co n ce rn ed  w i th  MP r e j u d i c e s  a g a i n s t  P eo p le  o f  
C o l o r ,  a n d  our D u t ie s  i n  Ft e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  S u b j e c t , ” t o  which she d ev o ted  
s e v e r a l  c h a p t e r s  i n  h e r  A p p e a l* As u s u a l  h e r  hu sb an d  was i n  com ple te  &o- 
c o r d  w i th  h e r*  When i n  1854 he was a t r u s t e e  o f  Hoyes Academy a t  Haw 
Caiman, Hew H a m p sh ire ,  h© was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  open in g  th e  i n s t i t u t i o n  
t o  c o lo r e d  y o u th s *  As a  r e s u l t  ■£ t h i s  a c t i o n ,  * th e  r e s p e c t a b l e  p eo p le  
o f  th e  tow n  were so  i n c e n s e d ,  e n ra g e d  by t h i s  encroachm ent upon th® p r e ­
r o g a t i v e s  o f  w h i te  c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t ,  r e a d i l y  h e lp e d  by t h e  ro u g h e r  b u t  n o t  
b a s e r  s o r t  of f o l k s ,  t h e y  r a s e d  th® b u i l d i n g  i n  w hich  t h e  s c h o o l  was k e p t  
f ro m  i t s  f o u n d a t io n  and c a r r i e d  i t  o f f  i n t o  a meadow or swamp*” ^
Mrs* C h i ld  was a lw ays i n d i g n a n t  a t  c o l o r  d i s o r i m i n a t i o n  on p u b l i c  
co n v ey an ces*  T hroughout h e r  l e t t e r s  and w r i t i n g s  t o  th® p r e s s  she a lw ay s  
s t r e s s e d  n o t  o n ly  f r ee d o m  f o r  t h e  s l a v e s  b u t  e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l  r a c e s *  In  
d e fe n se  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  Mrs* C h i ld  w ro te  t o  Mrs* S# B, Shaw in  1 3 7 3 1
As f o r  t h e  p o o r  I n d i a n s ,  would t o  heaven  t h e y  had e d u c a t io n  and 
n ew sp ap ers  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  s i d e  o f  th e  s t o r y *  Th© pages you en ­
c l o s e d  s c a r c e l y  g iv e  a  g lim p se  o f th© r e a l  f a c t s  t h a t  c au se d  t h e  
S em ino le  war* The S em in o les w sre  a d op tin g  c i v i l i z e d  modes o f  
l i f e *  They w ere d e v o t in g  th e m s e lv e s  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  and had e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  a  f r i e n d ly  r e la t io n  w i th  t h e i r  n e ig h b o r s *  But t h e  s l a v e ­
h o l d e r s  of G e o rg ia  w an ted  t o  d r i v e  them  o u t ,  b eca u se  th e y  c o v e te d  
t h e i r  l a n d s ,  and  s t i l l  mors because t h e i r  s l a v e s  w are p rone t o  t a k e  
r e f u g e  w i th  them* T h is  had  b e en  go ing  on fo r  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  and th® 
f u g i t i v e s  had l a r g e l y  in te rm a rr ie d  w i th  t h e  I n d ia n s *  Ths s l a v e ­
h o ld e r s  n o t  o n ly  c la im ed  t h e  s l a v e s  t h a t  had e s c a p e d ,  b u t  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  and g r a n d c h i l d r e n  and g r e a t -g r e a t -g r a n d c h ild r e n , on th®
Samuel J* H ay , Our A n ti  s l a v e r y  C o n f l i c t ,  p* 268
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ground  t h a t  ’t h e  o h l l d  fo l lo w s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  c f  t h e  m c t h s r • ♦
I t  was t o  s a t i s f y  them t h a t  J a c k s o n  g o t  up t h e  war# I t  was 
n o t  O s o e o l a ' s  w ife  and c h i l d r e n  o n ly  t h a t  w ars  s e iz e d  and 
c a r r i e d  i n t o  s l a v e r y *  M u l t i t u d e s  of t h e i r  w iv es  and c h i l d r e n  
were c a r r i e d  o f f ' ; and you may e a s i l y  c o n j e c t u r e  t h a t  no  v e r y  
n ic e  oar© was a lw ay s  t a k e n  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e th e r  t h e y  had 
d escen d ed  from  s l a v e s  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  o r  n o t#  The p a g es  
you s e n t  c o n t a i n  th e  c r u e l  rem ark  t h a t #  *th® s e i z u r e  of f a c e d a f s  
b e a u t i f u l  w ife  was an  u n f o r t u n a t e  a f f a i r # 1 God o f  Heaven# g r a n t  
me p a t i e n c e #  What would he  c a l l  i t  i f  the In d ia n s  h ad  s e iz e d  
and c a r r i e d  o f f  h i s  b e a u t i f u l  w ife#  t o  see  h e r  i n  t h e  m ark e t  
f o r  a m i s t r e s s #  I  hop© t h e  w r i t e r  i s  no r e l a t i o n  o f  y o u rs#  
f o r  1 have  a  vehem ent d e s i r e  t o  c u f f  h i s  e a r s #  As f o r  t h e  
S em in o le s  n o t  rem oving  a f t e r  t h e y  had by  t r e a t y  a g re e d  to #  I 
•do n e t  know t h e  r e a l  f a c t s  o f  th e  c a s e ;  b u t  t h i s  I  do know# 
t h a t  G e n e ra l  J a c k s o n  was i n  t h e  h a b i t  of making n o m in a l  t r e a t i e s  
w i th  any  I n d i a n s  who c o u ld  be bough t by  g ro g  t o  s i g n  a  paper#  
which  was f o r t h w i t h  d e c la r e d  t o  be an o f f i c i a l  t r e a t y  co n c lu d e d  
w i th  t h e  governm ent of t h e  t r i b e #  J u s t  t h e  same a s  i f  t h e  
governs® n t o f  F ra n c e  or Ungland s h o u ld  o u te r  i n t o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  
w i th  G e n e ra l  b u t l e r #  or Boss Tweed, and t h e n  c la im  t h e  a r r a n g e ­
ment was b in d in g  on t h e  governm en t of t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s #
She a l s o  d e fen d ed  t h e  C h inese#  In  w r i t i n g  t o  wD ear  F r i e n d  ‘Whittier**
i n  I S 70, h a r i a  C h i ld  p r o t e s t e d *
I was vexed  -with  H enry  U i ls o n  f o r  n o t  s t a n d i n g  by  C h a r i* s  Sumner 
In  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  have  th e  word w h i te  s t r i c k e n  o u t  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l -  
I  s a t  io n  H i l l #  The f a c t  I s #  ‘Vila  on i s  an  i n g r a i n e d  demagogue# He 
w an ts  t o  c u r r y  f a v o r  w i t h  t h e  A n t i -C h in e s e  p a r ty #  1 d i s l i k e  and 
d e s p i s e  t h i s  p e t t y  ’H a t iv e  American* f e e l i n g #  God kep t  t h i s  co n ­
t i n e n t  h id d e n  f o r  c e n t u r i e s #  t o  make i t  a  H igh Schoo l f o r  a l l  th e  
u u d ic u s#  L e t  us  f u l f i l l  t h e  g l o r i o u s  m is s io n #  and be t h a n k f u l#
I  welcome t h e  C h in ese#  T h e i r  I n d u s t r y  and p a t i e n c e  w i l l  prove & 
b l e s s i n g  •' o t h i s  c o u n try #  L e t  them  b u i l d  t e m p l e s  t o  Buddha# i f  
t h e y  l i k e #  They would be s c a r c e l y  more f o r e i g n  t o  our th o u g h ts  
unr f e e l i n g s  t h a n  A l t a r s  t o  t h e  V i r g in  Mary#6
The c u lm in a t io n  o f  a l l  h e r  w r i t i n g s  sh o u ld  have  b een  h e r  l a s t  n o v e l#
A £ amanet cf t h e  r e p u b l i c # p u l l i s h e d  in  1887# T h i s  n o v e l  combined h e r  p e r ­
s o n a l  lo v e  o f  im a g in a t iv e  w r i t i n g  and h e r  f i r m  b e l i e f  in  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y #
^ L « t t e r s ,  p# 218
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The v o lu m e , "Most R e s p e c t f u l l y  and A f f e c t i o n a t e l y  I n s c r i b e d "  t o  th e  f a t h e r
and m o th e r  o f  t h e  g a l l a n t  C o lo n e l  R o b e r t  G* Shaw, d e a l s  w i th  tw o e s s e n t i a l
p ro b lem s  -  on©, s l a v e r y  and  i t s  a l l i e d  h o r r o r s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  a  n a t i o n a l
one , m is c e g e n a t io n *  The f a r m e r ,  sh e  h ad  g iv e n  f r e e l y  o f  h e r  e n e r g i e s  t o
f i g h t  u n t i l  e v e n t u a l  s u c c e s s  cam® t o  t h e  c a u se *  The l a t t e r  she f a o e d  and
a c c e p te d *  O f te n  sine© h e r  day  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  q u a d ro o n s  of New
O r le a n s  has  b e e n  t o l d  in  f i c t i o n ,  b u t  h e r s  was th e  p io n e e r  t o l l i n g *
The s t o r y  opens i n  t h e  hose  of a  h r*  R o y a l ,  a  B o s to n ia n  who had s e t *
t i e d  i n  hew O r le a n s  and had  fo rm ed  an a l l i a n c e  w i th  t h e  m u la t t o  d a u g h te r  o f
a  S p a n is h  g e n tlem an #  She m s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  s l a v e  and Mr* R o y a l h ad  bo u g h t
h e r  from, h e r  f a t h e r *  Mr* R o y a l  e x p la in e d  t h e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  t o  A l f r e d  K in g ,
a  young Yankee v i s i t o r s
I was v e r y  unh ap p y  when I  f i r s t  came t o  New O r le a n s#  I  was d e ­
v o u t  s l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  a  young l a d y ,  and  I  was r u d e l y  r e p e l l e d  by  
h e r  p roud  and w o r l d l y  f a m ily *  I was s e i z e d  w i th  a  vehem ent d e ­
s i r e  t o  p rove  t o  them  t h a t  I  c o u ld  become r i c h e r  t h a n  t h e y  were*
1 ru s h e d  m adly  i n t o  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  w e a l t h ,  and  I  was s u c c e s s f u l ;  
b u t  m eanw hile  t h e y  had m a r r ie d  h e r  t o  a n o t h e r ,  and I  fo u n d  t h a t  
w e a l th  a lo n e  c o u ld  n o t  b r in g  h a p p in e s s *  I n  v a i n  t h e  p r o f i t s  of 
my b u s i n e s s  d o u b led  and q u a d ru p le d *  I  was u n s a t i s f i e d ,  l o n e l y ,  
and sad*  Com m ercial t r a n s a c t i o n  b ro u g h t  me i n t o  i n t i m a t e  r e l a ­
t i o n s  w i t h  Senor G o n z a le z ,  a  S p a n is h  g e n t l e m a n ,  i n  lb *  A u g u s t in s*
Ho had form ed an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l  s l a v e ,  whom he had 
b ough t In  t h e  F ren c h  West I n d i e s *  I  n e v e r  saw h e r ,  f o r  she  d ie d  
b e f o r e  my a o ru a i  n ta n o e  vrf t h  him* b u t  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r ,  t h e n  a  g i r l  
o f  s i x t e e n ,  was t h e  m ost charm ing  c r e a t u r e  I  e v e r  b e h e ld *  fit© 
i r r e s i s t i b l e  a t t r a c t i o n  T f e l t  to w ard  h e r  t h e  f i r s t  moment I  saw 
h e r  was d o u b t l e s s  th© m ere i a s o in & t io n  of th© s e n s e s ;  b u t  when 
T came t o  know h e r  m o re ,  I  found  h e r  so  g e n t l e ,  so  t e n d e r ,  so  
m o d e s t ,  e n d  so t r u e ,  t h a t  I  lo v ed  h e r  w i th  a  s t r o n g  anti deep  a f ­
f e c t i o n *  X adm ired  h e r ,  t o o ,  f o r  o th e r  r e a s o n s  t h a n  h e r  b e a u ty ;  
f o r  she  had  many e l e g a n t  ae  o am p i  i  shne n t  s  ,  p ro c u re d  by h e r  l a t h e r ' s  
fo n d  in d u lg e n c e  d u r in g  two y e a r s *  r e s i d e n c e  i n  P a r i s *  He was 
w e a l th y  a t  t h a t  t i m e ;  b u t  he a f t e r w a r d  became e n t a n g l e d  i n  
p e c u n ia r y  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  and h i s  h e a l t h  d e c l i n e d *  lie t o o k  a  H i r in g  
t o  me, and p ro p o sed  t h a t  1 s h o u ld  p u rc h a s e  E u l a l i a ,  and  t h u s  en­
a b le  h im  t o  c a n c e l  a  deb t due t o  a  t ro u b le s o m e  c r e d i t o r  whom he 
s u s p e c t e d  of h a v in g  an eye on h i s  d a u g h te r*  I  gave  him a l a r g e
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sim f o r  h e r ,  and  b ro u g h t  h e r  w i t h  me t o  Hew O r le a n s*  Do n o t  
d e s p i s e  m© f o r  i t ,  ray young f r i e n d *  I f  i t  had b e en  t o l d  t o  
m© a  few  y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  i n  my Mew E ngland  home, t h a t  I  c o u ld  
©Ten become a  p a r t y  t o  su ch  a  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  I  sh o u ld  have r e ­
j e c t e d  t h e  id e a  w i th  i n d i g n a t i o n *  But my d i s a p p o i n t e d  and 
l o n e l y  c o n d i t i o n  r e n d e r e d  me an e a s y  p r e y  t o  t e m p t a t i o n ^  and 
I  was w here  p u b l i c  o p in io n  s a n c t io n e d  such c o n n e c t io n s *
Two d a u g h te r s  w ere  b o rn  of t h i s  un io n *  The e l d e r  was named B o s a b e l l e  and 
t h e  y o u n g e r  P l o r a o i t a *  S in ce  t h e  m o ther was a s l a v e ,  a l th o u g h  a d e a r l y  
b e lo v e d  o n e ,  h e r  h u sb an d  h av in g  n e g le c t e d  t o  manumit h e r  b e f o r e  h e r  d e a t h ,  
t h e  c h i l d r e n  ttf o l lo w e d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  m o th e r* 11 During t h e  l i f e t i m e  
of t h e  f a t h e r ,  a l l  was w e l l  w i th  th© d a u g h te r s *  They were r a i s e d  i n  l u x u r y ,  
and  t r a i n e d  in  a l l  t h e  d e c o r a t i v e  a r t s *  I u s i c  was a c o n s t a n t  j o y  in  t h e  
h o u s e ,  an d  R o sa b e l  1© p o s s e s s e d  a  r e m a rk a b le  v o i c e • When th e  f a t h e r  
d ie d  -sudden ly , h i s  p o s s e s s io n s  we-re s o ld  ”t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  demands o f
g
h i s  e r e  d i t a r  e*w The m o s t  v a l u a b l e  a s s e t s  of th e  e s t a t e  we re  th e  tw o
d a u g h te r s *  They e s c a p e  f ro m  t h e  a u c t i o n  b l o c k ,  and  a r e  u l t i m a t e l y  h a p ­
p i l y  m a r r ie d  t o  d e v o te d  M o r  t h e m  h u s b a n d s ,  t o  whom t h e i r  quad roon  b lo o d  
i s  o f  no im p o r ta n c e *  Thus M aria  C h i ld  r e t u r n s  t o  h e r  e a r l i e r  them e of 
mi so-3gsasii on «
I f  t h e  s t o r y  had ended  w i th  t h e  m a r r i a g e s  i t  would have  b een  more e f ­
f e c t iv e * ,  b u t  i t  c o n t in u e s  th ro u g h  t h e  C i v i l  War w i t h  a  second  g e n e r a t i o n  
and  becom es h o p e l e s s l y  in v o lv e d *  I t  i s  a  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  developm ent of 
t h e  a u th o r * s  a b i l i t y  f o r  c h a r a c t e r i s a t i o n  t h a t  th ro u g h  a  s t o r y  i n v o lv in g  
s e d u c t i o n ,  f a l s e  m a r r i a g e ,  p r e te n d e d  s u i c i d e ,  c m a s ,  f a l s e  rum ors of 
d e a t h ,  c h i l d r e n  ohanged  a t  b i r t h  and  c o in c i d e n c e s  beyond b e l i e f ,  h e r
^L yd ia  C h i l d , Romance cf t h e  R e p u b l i c ,  p* 20  
2 X bid** p* 41
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c h a r a c t e r s  s t i l l  r e t a i n  a  sem blance  o f  r e a l i t y *  W ith  r e a s o n  i t  was s a i d
1
t h a t  t h e  book had  ” t o o  l a r g e  a f ram e  w o rk , t o o  many v e r t e b r a e  t o  t h e  p l o t *
The u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  was due t o  tw o f a c t o r s *  D M le  th e  
a u t h o r ’ s  l i f e  was d e v o ted  t o  f reed o m  f o r  t h e  s l a v e ,  she had no know ledge o f  
th® S o u th s  c o n s e q u e n t ly  th e  l o c a l  c o l o r  i s  a r t i f i c i a l *  The more im p o r t a n t  
r e a s o n  f o r  th© f a i l u r e  i s  t h a t  t h e  volume c a r r i e d  a c r u s h in g  w e ig h t  o f  
p ropaganda*  A l f r e d  K in g , w e a l th y  Yankee hu sb an d  f  R o s a b e l l a ,  and Mrs* 
D e la n o ,  b o a t o n i a n s o c i e t y  l o a d e r ,  and a d o p te d  m other c f  F l o r a o i t a ,  a r e  c h a rg e d  
w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b u rd e n  o f  c o u n t e r a c t i n g  th e  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  p e o p le  o f  
c o l o r *  The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  l e a s t  c o n v in c in g  o f  a l l  t h e  c h a r ­
a c t e r s *  —r s *  D e la n o ,  who a p p e a r s  a t  t h e  p s y c h o lo g i c a l  moment when F l o r i o i t a  
i s  f l e e i n g  f ro m  th© unwelcome a d v a n c e s  o f  Mr* F i t s g e r a l d ,  p seu d o -h u sb an d  
o f  R o s a b e l l a ,  i s  t h e  l e a s t  r e a l i s t i c *  P e rh a p s  h e r  sudden  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  
h e r  e a r l y  lo v e  f o r  F l o r a o i t a * s  f a t h e r  i s  t o o  g r e a t  & s t r a i n  on th o  r e a d e r ’ s  
c r e d u l i t y ,  and  h e r  l a t e r  a c t i o n  i n  a i d i n g  s l a v e s  t o  ©scape i s  f o r e i g n  t o  
h e r  c h a r a c t e r  a s  p o r t r a y e d  by th o  a u th o r*
A lth o u g h  m e lo d ra m a t ic  and  o v e r w r i t t e n  t h e  s t o r y  h a s  a s i n c e r i t y  w hich  
d i s t i n g u i s h e s  i t *  D i r e c t l y  and i n d i r e c t l y  i t  e f f e c t i v e l y  t e a c h e s  th o  
d o c t r i n e  o f r a c i a l  © q u a l i ty *
A s i d e l i g h t  on t h e  m ethod o f " r s *  C h i ld  a s  a  n o v e l i s t  i s  r e v e a l e d  i n  
h e r  l e t t e r s  t o  John  S# D w ight, m usic  c r i t i c ,  i n  1366* I n  O c to b er  o f  t h a t  
y e a r  Tirs* C h i ld  w ro te  t o  D w ig h t:
I  want t o  b o rro w , f o r  a w sck , a  l i b r e t t o  at Norma, I t a l i a n ,  
w i th  an E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n *  I f  you c a n ,  w i th o u t  much t r o u b l e  
f i n d  me, w i l l  you l e a v e  i t  f o r  me a t  8 S tu d i o  B u i ld in g * * *
Themes H ig g in so n , C ontem poraries,  p* 137
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I  would  I l k a  t o  have you mark w i th  a  p a n o i l  those p o rtio n s  
ifdiich a r e  a  f a v o r i t e  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c *  I t  i s  so  lo n g  sine©
1 h e a r !  i t ,  or any  o th e r  m u sic , t h a t  I  have  n e a r l y  fo r g e t  te n  
a b o u t  i t *  I  w an t t o  make a  l i t t l e  i n c i d e n t a l  u s e  o f  i t  i n  
a s to r y * *
A f u r th e r  r e q u e s t  is  m ades
W il l  you f o r  t h e  sake of fAu 11 l&ng s y n e ,1 ta k e  th e  tro u b le  to  
answ er me tw o q u e s t i o n s ?  f i r s t ,  i s  i t  v e r y  uncommon f o r  a  so p ra n o  
s in g e r t o  r is e  t o  G in  th e  a l t i s s i m o  s c a le  w ith  ease? Second, i f  
you w a n ted  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a f a m i ly ,  w ith  s e v e r a l  members r e t u r n e d  
from  th e  w a r ,  u n it in g  serv an ts  and a l l ,  in  a good, s o l id ,  w o rth y  
.Hymn of T h a n k s g iv in g ,  g r a n d ,  y e t  n o t  beyond  p o p u la r  a p p r e c i a t i o n ,  
w ha t  hymn •would you choose: ?
I n  A Romance o f th e  Re p u b lic  L o s a b e lla  makes h e r  su ccess fu l I t a l i a n  d eb u t, 
s in g in g  Norma which she le a rn e d  in  h e r  ch ildhood heme* Tho c r i t i c s  a c c la im  
th e  f a c t  t h a t  h e r  u n u s u a l  v o i c e  range in c lu d e s  Cf in  th e  a lt is s im o  s c a l e *
The re tu rn in g  heroes were welcomed w i t h  * S o o ts  wha ha# wi* W allace  b le d ’ *** 
Thus d id  M a r ia  C h ild  g a th e r and use i n c i d e n t a l  in fo rm a tio n *
f© g a r b le s s  of i t s  f a u l t s  t h is  volum e was " r e c e iv e d  w ith  g re a t c o r d i a l ­
i t y ,  and is  i n  some r e s p e c t s  h e r  b e s t  f ic t i t io u s  work* I t  w i l l  alw ays p o s s e s s  
v a l u e  as one o f th e  few  r e a l l y  a b l e  d e lin e a t io n s  o f  s l a v e r y  in  f i c t i o n ,  
and  the  a u t h o r  may w e ll  l o o k  b a c k  w ith  o r i d e  on t h is  f in a l  o f fe r in g  upon
3t h a t  a l t a r  o f  l i b e r t y ,  w here  s o  much o f  h e r  l i f e  had  been  a l r e a d y  l a id *
M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  Am erican A n t i q u a r t a n  S o c i e t y ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s *
p I b i d * .
S
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5 .  Widowed Y e a rs  
1874 m arked th e  end o f  an e r a  i n  t h e  l i f e  of M ar ia  C h i l d .  Her h u s ­
band  # who had lo n g  b e e n  an i n v a l i d *  d ie d  i n  t h a t  y e a r*  and  w i th  him d ie d  
a l l  th e  w o r ld ly  i n t e r e s t s  o f  h i s  d ev o ted  w i f e ,  n e a r l y  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  
t h e y  had  l i v e d  t o g e t h e r  o f t e n  i n  t h e i r  r e t i r e d  Wayland home. Always* 
how#ver* t h e y  w ere  v i t a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  jo y s  and sorrows o f  human­
i t y *  and  th e  lo v e  w h ich  j o i n e d  t h e i r  l i v e s  t o g e t h e r  gave  them  an added  
i n c e n t i v e  t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  f e l l o w  : a n .
The l o s s  o f  h e r  b e lo v e d  wm ataM ended t h e  jo y  M rs. C h i ld  fo u n d  i n  
s e c lu s io n *  The i d e a  of s t a y i n g  i n  t h e s e  f a m i l i a r  s u r r o u n d in g s  where such  
j o y  ha  I been  h e r s  was e n t i r e l y  t o o  much in  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  of h e r  g r i e f .  
Tho coming w i n t e r  fo u n d  h e r  u n a b le  t o  rem a in  in  t h i s  b e lo v e d  home* w hich  
h ad  been  s o  d e a r  t o  h e r  f o r  s o  many y e a r s .  She d e c id e d  t o  spend  t h e  
w i n t e r  w i th  h e r  f r i e n d *  M rs. S a ra h  B* Shaw* m other  o f  C o lo n e l  H e b e r t  Shaw 
of t h e  5 4 th  M a s s a c h u s e t t s *  th® m a r ty r  l e a d e r  of t h e  f i r s t  N egro  r e g i m e n t .  
The Shaws l i v e d  on S t a t e n  I s l a n d *  and t h e  f i r s t  w i n t e r  o f  h e r  widowhood 
was made l e s s  l o n e l y  by t h e  new s c e n e s  and  t h e  company o f d e a r  f r i e n d s .
The n e x t  y e a r  M a r ia  C h i ld  r e t u r n e d  t o  h e r  home in  Wayland* -where she  
re m a in ed  f o r  summers v i s i t i n g  a  few  f r i e n d s ,  among them* t h e  A lc c t t  s .
Mrs* A l c o t t * s i s t e r  of t h e  R ev e re n d  S# J .  May* was a  l i f e  lo n g  f r i e n d .
The hon e o f  t h e  A lc o t t*  s was d e s c r i b e d  by  Mrs* C h i ld  w i th  a l l  t h e  charm 
of h e r  powers o f  d e s c r i p t i o n *
The house of t h e  A lo o b t ’ s t o o k  my f a n c y  g r e a t l y .  When t h e y  
bought t h e  p la c e  t h e  house  was so  v e r y  o ld  t h a t  i t  was th ro w n  
I n t o  t h e  b a r g a i n ,  w i th  t h e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i t  was f i t  f o r  
nothin.: b u t  f i r e - w o o d *  But Mr. A loortt h a s  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l
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t a s t e  more I n t e l l i g i b l e  th a n  h i s  O rph ic  S ay in g s#  He l e t  
e v e r y  o ld  r a f t e r  and  beam s t a y  i n  i t s  p l a c e ,  changed  ovens 
and a s h - h o l e s  i n t o  S a x o n -a re h a d  a l c o v e s ,  and added  a  w ash -  
woman’ s s h a n ty  t o  th e  r e a r *  The r e s u l t  i s  a  house  f u l l  o f 
q u e e r  n o o k s  and c o r n e r ,  and a l l  manner o f  j u t t i n g s  in  and 
out*  I t  seems a s  i f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  some o ld  a r c h i t e c t  had 
b ro u g h t  i t  f r a n  th e  M idd le  Ages and d ropped  i t  down i n  Con­
cord}  p r e s e r v i n g  much b e t t e r  re s e m b la n c e  t o  t h e  p la c e  whence 
i t  was b ro u g h t  t h a n  t h e  V i r g in  M ary ’ s h o u s e ,  w hich th e  a n g e l  
c a r r i e d  from  B eth lehem  t o  L o r e t t o *  The c a p a b le  A l c o t t  d a u g h te r s  
p a i n t e d  and p a p e red  t h e  i n t e r i o r  th e m s e lv e s *  -And g r a d u a l l y  
t h e  a r t i s t - d a u g h t e r  f i l l e d  up  a l l  th© nooks and c o r n e r s  w i th  
p a n e l s  on w hich  she  had  p a i n t e d  b i r d s  and f lo w e rs }  and over 
t h e  open f i r ©  p l a c e s  owls b l i n k  a t  you and f a c s s  peep  fro m  th e  
m ost u n e x p e c te d  p la c e s *  The w hole  l e a v e s  a  g e n e r a l  im p r e s s io n  
of* harmony} of a m e d ie v a l  s o r t ,  th o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e
house  seem t o  have s to p p e d  In  a dance  t h a t  became c o n fu se d  b e ­
c a u s e  sane o f  th e  p a r t y  d id  n o t  keep  t im e #  The w a l l s  a r e  c o v ­
e r e d  w i th  c h o ic e  e n g r a v i n g s ,  and p a i n t i n g s  by t h e  a r t i s t - d a u g h ­
t e r *  She r e a l l y  i s  an a r t i s t * ^
MSome p e o p l e , ” M a r ia  C h i ld  c o n f id e d  t o  Mrs* Shaw, wco m p la in  t h a t  t h e  
A l c o t t  f a m i l y  I s  b r u s q u e * 11 She e x p l a i n e d ,  h ow ever , t h a t  ” i t  i s  m e re ly  b e ­
c au se  t h e y  a re  s t r a i g h t  fo rw a rd  and s i n c e r e *” They had  s u f f e r e d  a s  had  
Mrs* C h i ld  fro m  I n q u i s i t i v e  p e o p le ,  who i n t r u d e d  on th© p r i v a t e  l i f e  o f  
n o t e d  p eop le*  UI  l i k e  L* and h e r  a r t i s t  s i s t e r ,  M* v e r y  much*** They have 
a  C h r i s t i a n  h a t r e d  o f  l i o n i z i n g ;  and t h e  Leo H u n te r s  a r e  a  v e r y  numerous
. .  2
and i m p e r t i n e n t  f a m ily *  T hroughou t h e r  l i t e r a r y  c a r e e r  she  d i s l i k e d  th©
i d e a  o f  im p o s in g  on t h e  b u sy  t im e  o f  fam ous p eo p le*  In  1843 she  w ro te  t o
h e r  b r o t h e r s
I  have fo u n d  i t  t o  h o ld  g o o d ,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  t h a t  a  p e r ­
son who w i l l  a s k  f o r  a l e t t e r  o f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  s u re  t o  be a  
b o re *  I f  I  were g o in g  t o  E u r o p e ,  and l e t t e r s  of i n t r o d u c t i o n  
t o  W ordsw orth , D ic k e n s ,  e t c * , were  o f f e r e d  me, I  would n e v e r  
p r e s e n t  th e m , u n l e s s  I  happened  by son® a c c i d e n t  t o  r e c e i v e  i n ­
d i c a t i o n s  of a  w ish  t o  be i n t r o d u c e d ,  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  men
^L e t t e r s ,  p* 230 
^ I b i d * ,  p* 230
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th e m s e lv e s *  What r i g h t  have  I  t o  i n t r u d e  upon t h e i r  t im e ,  and 
s a t i s f y  my im p e r t i n e n t  c u r i o s i t y  b y  a n  i n v e n t o r y  cf t h e i r  f u r n i ­
t u r e  and s u r r o u n d in g s ?  S i g n i f y  i t  a s  t h e y  may, b y  t a l k  ab o u t  
r e v e r e n c e  f o r  g e n i u s ,  lo v in g  a  man f o r  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  e t c * ,  I  
have a lw ay s  b e l i e v e d  i t  a  game of v a n i t y ,  b o th  w i t h  th o s e  'who 
o f f e r  i t ,  and t h o s e  who a r e  p le a s e d  w i th  i t *
Over t h i r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t im e  had  n o t  m ellow ed Mrs* C h i l d 1s f e e l i n g s
on t h i s  s u b je c t*
T h a t  Mrs* i s  t h e  p la g u e  of my l i f e *  I t  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  or
f i f t h  t im e  she h a s  been  * p e rv a d in g  my d e p a r tm e n t ,  w a n t in g  t o  
know* * I  d o n ' t  remember when th e  J u v e n i l e  M is c e l l a n y  b e g a n ,  
and what s o r t  of i n t e r e s t  c a n  i t  have f o r  t h e  publics? An im­
p e r t i n e n t  r e p o r t e r  of t h e  i n t e r v i e w e d  me, and in  t h a t  p ap e r
l a s t  June  in fo rm ed  t h e  p u b l i c  o f  th e  f i g u r e s  i n  my c a r p e t  and 
th e  c o l o r  o f  my gown, t o  w hich he appended  some l i t e r a r y  d a te s *
Few- t h i n g s  * r i l e  me up* l i k e  t h i s  im p e r t i n e n t  c u r i o s i t y ,  w h ic h ,  
a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  o n ly  a  f a s h i o n a b l e  m y  o f  e a r n in g  a  penny w i th o u t  
w ork • T h e re  i s  n o th in g  in  my p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  9 i t h e r  *new, u s e ­
f u l ,  o r  e n t e r t a i n i n g * * ^
^ r i n g  1848 M iss  Osgood d ie d  and l e f t  tw o th o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  f o r  th e  
c o lo r e d  p e o p le  and a p p o in te d  h e r  t r u s t e d  f r i e n d ,  M a r ia  C h i l d ,  a s  t r u s t e e *
One t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  went t o  a  hone f o r  c o lo r e d  women j th e  re m a in d e r  was 
u sed  t o  fo und  t h e T*Oegood S c h o la r s h ip *  a t  Hampton C o l le g e  i n  V i r g i n i a *  The 
f i r s t  s c h o l a r  was a  young man from  G e o rg ia  who had been  w ork ing  v e ry  i n d u s ­
t r i o u s l y  t o  e a r n  money t o  a t t e n d  th e  c o l l e g e *  He had p la c e d  t h r e e  h undred  
d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  Freedm an*s B an k , and l o s t  i t  a l l  b;; t h e  d i s h o n e s ty  of t h e  
m anagers*  H is  in d ep en d e n c e  in  w r i t i n g ,  nDon*t beg f o r  me a t  t h e  h o r t h ,  my 
good f r i e n d *  I  w i l l  go  t o  work, and t r y  a g a in *  I  want t o  row my own b o a t , 1* 
so  to u c h ed  Mrs* C h i l d  t h a t  she  w ro te  t o  G e n e ra l  A rm strong  t o  c o n s i d e r  him  
a s  th© f i r s t  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  s c h o la r s h ip *  She was m ost happy when he
L e t t e r s ,  p* 69 
2 I b i d * ,  p .  256
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was s u c c e s s f u l *  In  w r i t i n g  o f  t h i s  h ap p y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  she added  w i s t f u l l y ,
I  have so  o f t e n  been  u n s u c c e s s f u l  i n  my e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  e th e r s *
A lth o u g h  t h e r e  were f a i l u r e s  among t h e  many a t t e m p t s  Mrs* C h i l d  made
t o  a i d  h e r  f e l l o w s ,  i n  h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  f r i e n d s  she was m ost f o r t u n a t e *
Many o f  h e r  f r i e n d s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t  o f  h e r  t im e  w ere  i n  a  m easu re
a  t r i b u t e  t o  h e r  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a  w r i t e r  and l e a d e r  of t h e  a b o l i t i o n i s t
movement • Some of h e r  f r i e n d s  w e r e ,  how ever, more p e r s o n a l  and m ost d e a r
t o  h e r*  Among t h i s  g ro u p  was I ' r s *  S a ra h  Shaw* She was t h e  o n ly  p e r s o n
o th e r  t h a n  members of h e r  own f a m i l y  t o  whom M ar ia  C h i ld  w ro te  w i th  em otion*
A d d re s s in g  h e r  f o n d l y  a s  t1My p r e c i o u s  S a r a h , ” and s i g n i n g  h e r s e l f  w i th  t h e
s o b r i q u e t ,  " M a r g u i a t a , ” M a r ia  C h i ld  w r i t e s  o f  th e  d a i l y  jo y s  and so rro w s
w h ich  were h e r  l i f e *
In  1359 M a r ia  C h i ld  c o r d i a l l y  o f f e r e d  h e r  l i m i t e d  h o s p i t a l i t y  t o  h e r
d e a r  f r i e n d *  She w ro te  from  W aylands
I  would g l a d l y  come t o  m eet y o u ,  t o  save  you t r o u b l e *  b u t  f o r  no 
o t h e r  r e a s o n *  As f o r  t u r n i n g  u s  o u t  o f  our cham ber, we t r a n s f e r  
o n ly  our b o d i e s ;  and shou ld  you c o n s i d e r  t h a t  any g r e a t  t r o u b l e ,  
f o r  t h e  s i g h t  of a  p r e c i o u s  f r i e n d ?  M o reo v er ,  suppose  i t  was a n y  
t r o u b l e ,  be  i t  known t o  you t h a t  I  w ould  t u r n  m y s e l f  o u t  of my 
h o u s e ,  and l i v e  i n  a  t r e e ,  any t im e  f o r  you* P le a s e  p u t  q u i t e  
ou t o f  y o u r  head  a l l  i d e a  t h a t  y o u r  coming w i l l  g iv e  me t r o u b l e •
I n  th©' f i r s t  p l a c e ,  I  w i l l  p rem ise  no t t o  t a k e  t r o u b l e *  In  th® 
n e x t  p l a c e ,  I  w ould  in fo rm  you t h a t  t h e  w orld  i s  d iv i d e d  i n t o  tw o 
c l a s s e s ;  t h o s e  who lav© t o  m i n i s t e r  t o  o t h e r s ,  and th o s e  who l i k e  
t o  be m i n i s t e r e d  u n to *  I  t h i n k  I  b e lo n g  t o  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s *  I  
a l  so  b e lo n g  t o  th e  c l a s s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  C o u n t e r p a r t s  a s  th o s e  t o  
whom i t  i s  more n e c e s s a r y  t o  lo v e  th a n  t o  be b e lo v e d ;  th o u g h  b o th  
a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  my h a p p in e s s *  B ad , i s n ’ t  i t ?  f o r  a c h i l d l e s s  
wemar o f  s i x t y  y e a r s *  But t h e n ,  a y  good D avid  s e r v e s  n e  f o r  h u s ­
band  and baby  and a l l * ^
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The o c c a s io n  of t h e  d e a th  of C o lo n e l  Shaw b ro u g h t  f o r t h  from  lia r  l a  
Chi IT  a l e t t e r  o f  sym pathy i n  w hich  s u b m is s io n  t o  th e  h i  v in e  Y f il l  i s  a t  
v a r i a n c e  w i th  a o e ro o n a l  s o r ro w  a lm o s t  t o o  deep f o r  words* W ith a n g u ish
o f s p i r i t  she  w ro te  t o  Mrs* Shaw on J u l y  2 5 ,  1863?
.  #
Oh, d a r l i n g *  i f  th e  n ew sp ap er  rumor be t r u e ,  what I  have so  long
d re a d ed  has  come upon you* But rumor v e r y  o f t e n  e x a g g e r a t e s ,  
and som etim es  i n v e n t s ,  so I  s t i l l  h o p e ,  th o u g h  w i th  a h e a r t  t h a t  
b l e e d s  f o r  you* I f  th o  r e p o r t  be t r u e ,  may our H eav en ly  F a th e r  
s u s t a i n  you u n d e r  t h i s  h eav y  sorrow * S evere  a s  t h e  blow m ust b e ,  
i t  i s  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  w i th o u t  c o n s o l a t i o n s *  I f  you r b e a u t i f u l  and 
b ra v e  boy h a s  d i e d ,  he d ie d  n o b ly  i n  d e fe n s e  o f  g r e a t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  
and lias  gone t o  j o i n  t h e  g l o r i o u s  m a r ty r s *  and how much more 
s a c r e d  and  dear  t o  memory i s  s u c h  a l i f e  and s u c h  a  d e a t h ,  th a n  
a l i f e  s p e n t  i n  s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e ,  g r a d u a l l y  im p a i r in g  t h e  h e a l t h ,  
and  w eaken ing  t h e  m e n ta l  pow ers* Your d a r l i n g  F-dbert m&de th e  
m ost of t h e  pow ers and  a d v a n ta g e s  God had  g i v e n  h im , by  c o n s e c r a t ­
in g  them t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  f ree d o m  and hum anity*  Such a son i n  
t h e  s p i r i t  w o r ld  i s  w o r th  t e n  l i v i n g  h e re  f o r  th e m s e lv e s  only*
Bo s i d e s ,  d e a r ,  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  i s  o n ly  f o r  a l i t t l e  w h i le *  You 
p a r t e d  f ro m  him a  young m an, b u t  r e n d e r e d  t h o u g h t f u l  and  a n x io u s  
beyond h i s  y e a r s ,  by r e a s o n  of t h e  heav y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  d e ­
v e lo p e d  upon him* You w i l l  m eet him a  s e r e n e  a n g e l ,  endowed w i th  
l a r g e r  v i s i o n ,  and b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d in g  why i t  i s  t h a t  we a r e  
doomed t o  s u f f e r  h e re *  Ah, d a r l i n g ,  my words f a l l  c o l d l y  upon 
y our  b e re a v e d  h e a r t *  God co m fo r t  you* He a lo n e  c an  c a r r y  you 
th r o u g h  t h i s  d a r k  p a s sa g e*  He h a s  g iv e n  you b e a u t i f u l  l i t t l e  g ra n d ­
c h i l d r e n  t o  l o v e ,  and  I  t r u s t  t h e i r  s o f t  arms w i l l  h e l p  t o  t e a r  
you up* Most s i n c e r e l y  do I  w i s h  t h a t  my o l d  l i f e  c o u ld  have  b een  
s a c r i f i c e d  t o  save  y o u r  b ra v e  and b e a u t i f u l  boy* But t h e  heaven  l y  
F a t h e r  o r d e r e t h  a l l  t h i n g s  i n  wisdom, and in  m ercy  to o *  a s  we s h o u ld  
a ck n o w le d g e ; i f  wo c o u ld  o n ly  sec t h e  end f r o m  t h e  b e g in n in g *1
In  o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l s  Mrs* Shaw In  th e  d a rk  days  o f  he r  s o r r o w ,  M ari*
C h i ld  q u o te d  f r  .in a  l e t t e r  w h ich  she had r e c e i v e d  from V*hit b i e r ,  i n  w h ic h  he
pays t r i b u t e  t o  C o lo n e l  Shaws
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I  know of n o th in g  n o b l e r  or g r a n d e r  t h a n  th© h e r o i c  s e l f -  
s a c r i f i c e  o f  young C o lo n e l  Shaw* The o n ly  r e g im e n t  I  e v e r  
lo o k e d  upon d u r in g  t h e  war was t h e  54 th*  on i t s  d e p a r t u r e  
f o r  t h e  South* I  s h a l l  n e v e r  f o r g e t  t h e  scene • As h e  rode 
a t  t h e  h e ad  of h i s  t r o o p s ,  t h e  v e ry  f lo w e r  o f  g r a c e  and 
c h i v a l r y *  ho seemed t o  mo b e a u t i f u l  and aw fu l a s  an  Angel of 
God come down t o  l e a d  th e  h o s t  cf f r e e d  cm t o  v i c t o r y * * *  P a r  
h i s  p a r e n t s  I  f e e l  t h a t  r e v e r e n c e  w hich  b e lo n g s  to  th e  h i g h ­
e s t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  d e v o t io n  t o  d u ty  and f c r g e t f u l n e s s  of 
s e l f *  i n  v iew  of t h e  m ig h ty  i n t e r e s t  o f  h u m an ity*  There  must 
be a  n o b le  p r i d e  i n  t h e i r  g r e a t  so rrow *  I  am s u r e  t h e y  vjould 
n o t  exchange  t h e i r  dead  son f o r  any  l i v i n g  one*
So c lo s e  was t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  M ar ia  C h i ld  and  Mrs* Shaw t h a t  i t  was 
t o  t h e  l a t t e r  t h a t  Thomas H ig g in s  on a p p e a le d  t o  s e c u re  - ' a r i a  C h ild*  s con­
s e n t  t h a t  he w r i t e  h e r  b io g ra p h y *  As usual*  when she  f e l t  h e r  p e r s o n a l  
p r i v a c y  was b e in g  in v a d ed *  M a r ia  C h i ld  was in d i g n a n t *  She w r o te  t o  Mrs* 
Shaw i
W ith  r e g a r d  t o  Mr* H ig g in s  on I  am d e s i r o u s  t o  o b l ig e  h im , from  
m o t iv e s  o f  p e r s o n a l  r e s p e c t ;  b u t  t h e  i d e a  cf l a y in g  open  my 
p r i v a t e  l e t t e r s  f o r  su ch  a p u rp o se  i s  e x c e s s i v e l y  p a i n f u l  t o  me*
I t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  h o r r i d  t o  t h i n k  cf h a v in g  t h e  p u b l i c  in fo rm ed  o f  
e x p r e s s i o n s  u t t e r e d  i n  a  c h i l d i s h  abandon o f  fami l i a r  f r i e n d ­
s h ip *  I  don* t t h i n k  anybody h a s  a r i g h t  t o  make a  b io g ra p h y  
o f  a  p e r s o n  who does n o t  w ish t o have i t  cone* I t  p u t s  me i n  a  
r e a l  f r e t *  I d e t e s t  n o t o r i e t y *  There  a r e  p l e n t y  o f  p e o p l e  who 
l i k e  i t *  L e t  him b low  t h e  t r u m p e t  f o r  them * T h i s  mousing 
ro u n d  a f t e r  my p r i v a t e  s e n t im e n t  seems t o m e  l i k e  su rg e o n s  
p o l i t e l y  a s k in g  me t o  be d i s s e c t e d  b e f o r e  1 am. dead*  You t h i n k  
1 am c r o s s *  Ysiell* I  am* I t  a lw ay s  makes me o r  os t o  have tl*e 
p u b l i c  * p e rv a d in g  my d e p a r tm e n t ,  w an t in g  t o  know*
P erh ap s  she had i n  m ind th e  f reed o m  w i th  w hich  she had  w r i t t e n  t o  Mrs* 
Shaw ©bout p u b l i c  f i g u r e s *  I t  wcs in d e e d  t o  a  f s n i l i a r  f r i e n d  and  n o t  f o r  
p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  sh e  w ro te  t o  Mrs* Shaw i n  1356 ab o u t  N a th e n ie l  ?# W i l l i s t
^Quoted i n  L e t t e r s  * p* 240 
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I  s m i le d  t o  r e a d  t h a t  ho I;ad warmed up t o  IT* ?« W* t o  s u c h  
a  d e g re e  t h a t  he  announced  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  d e p o s i t  h i s  *v i r ­
g i n  v o t e 1 f o r  F rem ont* I t  was p l e a s a n t  t o  l e a r n  the.., he had 
a n y th in g  ’v i r g i n *  l e f t  t o  stvear by* h h a t  a  R ip* t o  l i e  s l e e p i n g  
f i f t y  y e a r s ,  d ream ing o f  IdLd g l o v e s ,  e m b ro id e re d  v e s t s ,  and  
perfum ed h a n d k e r c h i e f s ,  t a k i n g  i t  f o r  g r a n t e e ,  t h a t  h i s  c o u n t r y  
was a l l  t h e  w h i le  go ing  f c r w a r  ' i n  a r i g h t e o u s  and g l o r i o u s  
c a r e e r *  I s n ’t  i t  t o o  bad t h a t  s u c h  p a r a s o l - h o l d e r s  sh o u ld  have 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  w h i l e  e a r n e s t  s o u ls  l i k e  you and me must
w a i t  t h e  r e s u l t  i n  a g o n i s i n g  in a c  io n ?  T h in g s  lo o k  s q u a l l y ,
don’ t  t h e y ,  d e a r ?  But w h i le  t h e r e  i s  l i f e ,  t h e r e  i s  hope*
W hile  M ar ia  C h i l d  ad m ired  R a lp h  Waldo E m erson , d ie  was in d e p e n d e n t  i n
h e r  t h i  n k in g  c o n c e rn in g  h i s  w r i t i n g s *  In  1844 she w r o te  t h a  t  Kmerson had
s e n t  h e r  h i s  new vo lum e, w hich  by  t h e  d a te  must have  b e e n  the  Ms s a y s ,  S e c -
2 „ ond S e r i e s *  * Of t h e  v o lu m e , she n o t e d ,  "As u s u a l ,  i t  i s  ;,u l l  of deop and
o r i g i n a l  s a y i n g s ,  and t o u c h e s  c f  e x c e e d in g  b e a u ty *  But as  u s u a l  i t  t a k e s  
away my s t r e n g t h * ” I 'o r one who was so d e e p ly  e n g ro s s e d  in  what oh© b e ­
l i e v e d  t o  be t h e  s a l v a t i o n  of h e r  c o u n t r y ,  Emer son  * s w r i t i n g s  were t o o  u n ­
r e a l  and h i s  a v e r s i o n  t o  movements o f  any  k i n d  was t o o  p ro fo u n d  f o r  h e r  t o  
r e a d  him w i t h  a  s y m p a th e t ic  mind*
She w a s ,  h o w ev er ,  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h e  man to  p a ss  on th e  
g o s s i p  o f  h i s  s eco n d  m a r r ia g e *  "Mr* limersou i s  a b o u t  t o  m a r ry  a S w edenborg ian  
l a d y ,  who, th© f i r s t  t im e  she h e a r d  him l e c t u r e ,  r e c e i v e d  a  v e r y  s t r o n g  im­
p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e y  were s p i r i t u a l  p a r t n e r s 5 insom uch t h a t ,  on h e r  r e t u r n
hernia s h e  s a i d  t o  a  f r i e n d ,  ’T h a t  man i s  c e r t a i n l y  my p r e - d e s t i n e d  husband*
H enry  W, L o n g fe l lo w  showed h i s  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  M ar la  
C h i l d  by  a d a p t i n g  h e r  " p l e a s a n t  and winsome” Q uaker s t o r y  o f  **Ths M ou th fu l
1
L e t t e r s ,  p* 85 
^Emerson p u b l i s h e d  h i s  E s s a y s ,  Second S e r i e s  i n  1844 
0 L e t t e r s *  p* 56 
^ Ib id *,  p* 44
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E m ig ra n t"  i n t o  "The T h e o l o g i a n ' s  T a le * "  P r c f e s s o r  D a n ie l  T r e a d w e l l ,
" a  p h y s i c i s t  o f  g e n iu s  who h a t  a l s o  a  t u r n  f o r  t h e o l o g y , "  i n  whose 
name t h e  t a l e  i s  t o l d ,  c o n t r a d i c t e  th e  s t u d e n t ' s  c r i t i c i s m  t h a t  t h e  
s t o r y  i s :
• « * « • • • • » * *  • • sane what p a le  
And q u i e t  i n  i t s  a d o r i n g .
As i f  i t  c a u g h t  i t s  to n e  and a i r  
From t h e  g r a y  s u i t s  t h a t  Q uakers  w ears  
Y et w o r th y  of some G em  an b a r d ,
H e b e i ,  o r  V o ss ,  o r  E b e r h a r d ,
Who lo v e  o f  human th em es  t o  s i r g ,
I n  humble v e r s e s  b u t  no more t r u e  
Than was t h e  t a l e  I  t o l d  to  y o u •
The a u t h o r  t h e n  makes t h e  e x p l a n a t io n s
• • * • • • • • • • * • •  T hat 1 denys
*Tis n o  in v e n t i o n  o f  my own.
But so m e th in g  w e l l  an d  w id e ly  known 
To r e a d e r s  o f  a  r i p e r  a g e .
W ri t  by t h e  s k i l f u l  hand t h a t  w ro te  
Th© I n d i a n  t a l e  o f  Hobamok 
And P h i lo th e a *  s  c l a s s i c  page*
I  fo u n d  i t  l i k e  a  w a i f  a f l o a t ,
Or d u ls e  u p r o o te d  f rom  i t s  r o o k ,
On t h e  s w i f t  t i d e s  t h a t  ebb and f lo w  
In  d a i l y  p a p e r s ,  and  a t  f l o o d  
B ea r  f r e i g h t e d  v e s s e l s  t o  and f r o .
But l a t e r ,  when th e  e b b  i s  lo w ,
Leave a  long  w a s te  of san d  and mud*
A n o th e r  m a jo r  f i g u r e  o f  t h e  g e n t e e l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  herw England p a id  
t r i b u t e  t o  M aria  C h i l d  a s  a  w r i t e r *  James H u e s e l l  L o w e l l ' s  t r i b u t e  t o  
h e r  i n  t h e  F a b le  f o r  C r i t i c s ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1843, re m a in s  among t h e  most 
a c c u r a t e  and j u s t  e s t i m a t e s  o f  h e r  c h a r a c t e r  and l i t e r a r y  a b i l i t y *
I t  w a s ,  h o w ev er ,  w i th  a n o t h e r  p o e t  o f  t h i s  p e r io d  t h a t  she e a r l y  e s ­
t a b l i s h e d  a  p e r s o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p *  W ith Jo h n  G r e e u l e a f  W h i t t i e r  she was i n
L o n g f e l lo w ,  op ,  c i t ,  p* 312
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c o m p le te  m e n ta l  a cc o rd *  A lth o u g h  a  p a c i f i s t  o f  t h e  b e s t  Quaker t y p e ,  
W h i t t i e r ,  i n s p i r e d  by an e a r l ; /  c o n t a c t  w i th  W il l ia m  L loyd  G a r r i s o n ,  
j o i n e d  the  a n t i - s l a v e r y  r a n k s *  Ha made h i s  fo rm a l  avowal o f  t h e  p r i n c i -  
P l  s s of a b o l i t i o n  i n  1835 w i th  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  t r i b u t e  
t o  W i l l i  am L loyd  G a r r i s o n  t h a t  “ Champion of t h o s e  vjho g r o a n  b e n e a th  
O p p r e s s io n ’ s i r o n  hand*” W h i t t i e r ’ s c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  of t h e  A b o l i t i o n  
Movement l e d  him  t o  t u r n  on h i s  own c o u s i n ,  D a n ie l  W e b s te r ,  -when th© 
l a t t e r  spoke i n  d e fe n s e  of t h e  "Compromise” and th e  F u g i t i v e  Slav© Law* 
W hile  t  oday i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  W e b s te r ’s w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  compromise was 
b a s e d  cn h i s  i n t e n s e  d e s i r e  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  U n io n ,  th e  b i t t e r n e s s  of 
W h i t t i e r ’ s " Io h a b o d ” i n d i c a t e s  th e  c o n tem p o ra ry  f e e l i n g  a ro u s e d  by th e  
sp eech  among t h e  o p p o n en ts  o f  s l a v e r y *  M aria  C h i l d ,  one of t h e  m ost o u t ­
spoken  c r i t i c s  o f  W e b s te r ,  n e v e r  changed h e r  o p in io n  o f  h i s  c u p i d i t y *  
A lthough  W h i t t i e r  was t o  r e l e n t  and  p u b l i s h  a more f a v o r a b l e  o p in io n  in  
“The L o s t  O c c a s io n ,” M ar ia  C h i ld  re m a in ed  b i t t e r  even  a f t e r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
was o v e r  and th© a n t i - s l a v e r y  f o r c e s  had won t h e i r  v i c t o r y *  W r i t in g  t o  
Mrs* Shaw h e r  p l e a s u r e  t h a t  a  s t a t u e  was t o  be e r e c t e d  in  memory o f t h e  
v a l i a n t  C o l .  Shaw, M a r ia  C h i l d  a d d e d ,  " I  hope t h e y  w i l l  n o t  p la c e  i t  i n
t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  D a n ie l  W eb s te r*  I f  W ebste r  had done h i s  d u t y ,  t h e r e
1
w ould  have bean no s to rm in g  a t  F o r t  Wagner*
Thus j o i n e d  i n  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e i r  a n t i - s l a v e r y  f e e l i n g  t h e r e  
w ere  a ls o  a  p e r s o n a l  k i n s h i p  be tw een  t h e  Q uaker and ” Ph i l o th e a * "  I t  i s  
r a r e  in d e a d  t h a t  M a r ia  C h i ld  s t r o v e  t o  e x p l a i n  h e r  a c t i o n s  o r  a p o lo g iz e d
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 189
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f o r  a  p o s s i b l e  b re a c h  of f r i e n d s h i p ,  y e t  t o  t h i s  "D ear and  Honored F r i e n d , ” 
she w r e te s
A few  m onths a g o ,  I  w ro te  you a  long  and e a r n e s t  l e t t e r f  and  
i t  h a s  made me sad  t o  r e c e i v e  no  re s p o n s e *  The i d e a  t h a t  you 
do n o t  t h i n k  k i n d l y  o f  me i s  v e r y  p a i n f u l ?  f o r  t h e r e  a r e  few  
i n  t h i s  w o r ld  whose good o p in io n  I  sh o u ld  so  h i g h l y  p r i s e *  I f  
you t h i n k  I  h«ve p u rsu e d  a  wrong c o u r s e ,  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  A n t i -  
S l a v e r y ,  o r  a n y th in g  e l s e ,  t e l l  me s o ,  w i t h  t h e  f r a n k n e s s  o f  
a  b j o t h e r *  I f  I  have p e r s o n a l l y  h u r t  y o u r  f e e l i n g s ,  f o r g i v e  
me *
I n  Ju n e  o f  1855 M a r ia  C h i ld  w ro te  t o  " F r i e n d  W hitt ie r ,**
I  b ro u g h t  w i th  m e, t o  my humble l i t t l e  n e s t ,  a  p l e a s a n t  mem­
o ry  o f  ou r b r i e f  i n t e r v i e w ,  a s  one b r i n g s  t h e  f r a g r a n c e  o f  a  
f lo w e r  t h a t  w i t h e r s  on th© h e a r t *  To t h o s e  who w r i t e  s im p l ; / ,  
f rom  t h e i r  in m o s t  l i f e ,  i t  o f t e n  h ap o en s  t h a t  th o u s a n d s  a re  
hungry  t o  s e e  th e m , o f  whoso a f f e c t i o n  t h e y  n e v e r  dream* I  
h ave  had  a  g r e a t  lo n g in g  t o  meet you i n  p e r s o n ,  a s  I  am o f t e n  
m e e t in g  you in  s p i r i t ,  and  a lw ays w i th  renew ed and e v e r - i n c r e a s ­
in g  p le a s u r e *  I  was so  g l a d  t o  lo o k  i n t o  y o u r  e y e s  once m o re l  
t o  f e e l  a g a in  t h e  c o r o n a l  p r e s s u r e  o f  y o u r  h a n d l  How i t  b ro u g h t  
b a ck  t h o s e  e a r l y  A n t i - S l a v e r y  days* t h o s e  n o b le  s e l f  f o r g e t t i n g  
days* when lo v e  o f  our f e l lo w -m e n  was t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l l  ou r 
e t h i c s ,  and w i l l i n g  o b e d ien c e  t o  t h e  Cod o f  lo v e  was t h e  b ro ad  
b a s is  o f  our c re e d *  You and  I  and many a n o th e r  s o u l  owed muoh 
o f  g ro w th  t o  t h e  e n o b l in g  an d  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  
t h o s e  days*  L e t  u s  be tli& nkfu l f o r  a l l  we have  g a in e d  f o r  
c u r  own s o u l ,  a n t  f o r  t h o  l i t t l e  we h av e  been  e n a b le d  t o  do 
f o r  t h e  s o u l s  o f  o th e r s *  L e t  u s  f o r g e t  t h e  d i s a p p o in tm e n t  of 
c h e r i s h e d  h o p es  and e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  o r  remember them  o n ly  w i t h  
f u l l  f a i t h  t h a t  He who i n  wisdom r u l e t h  a l l  t h i n g s ,  w i l l  educe 
from  them  a l s o  some b e n e f i c i a l  r e s u l t * 2
I n  1360 M ar ia  C h i ld  r e c o r d e d  a n o t h e r  o f  h e r  v i s i t s  t o  W h i t t i e r s
F r i e n d  W h i t t i e r  and h i s  g e n t l e  Q u a k e r ly  s i s t e r  s©erred d e l i g h t e d  
t o  see  me, o r  r a t h e r ,  h© seemed d e l i g h t e d  and she seemed p le a s e d *  
T h e re  was a  R e p u b l ic a n  m e e t in g  t h a t  e v e n in g ,  a t  w hich  ha  f e l t  
o b l ig e d  t o  show h im s e l f ?  b u t  he  came b a ck  b e f o r e  l o n g ,  h a v in g  
i n d i s c r e e t l y  e x c u s e d  h im s e l f  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  I  was a t  h i s  hour,©*
Th© r e s u l t  w a s ,  t h a t  a  p o sse  of R e p u b l i c a n s  cam e, a f t e r  t h e  
m e e t in g  was o v e r ,  t o  lo o k  a t  t h e  woman who * f i r e d  h o t  s h o t  a t
^ M a n u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g re ss
p
M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g re s s
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G overnor W is e , ’ I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  h o w e v e r ,  I  had some c o sy  c h a t  
w i th  F r i e n d  v S v i t t i e r ,  and  i t  was r i g h t  p l e a s a n t  g o in g  o v e r  our 
a n t i - s l a v e r y  r e m in is c e n c e s *  Oh, t h o s e  were g l o r i o u s  t im e s*
w orking shou lder t o  sh o u ld e r, in  such a glow o f f a i t h !
■W hittie r made p iteo u s  c o m p la in t s  of tim e  w a s te d  and  s tre n g th  
e x h a u s te d  by t h e  num erous l o a f e r s  who came t o  see  him out of 
mere c u r i o s i t y ,  or t o  put up w ith  him t o  save  a  penny* I  was 
amused t o  h e a r  h i s  s i s t e r  d e s c r i b e  some of t h e s e  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  
in  h er s l e w ,  Q u a k e r ly  f a s h io n * * *  ’The women a re  more p e r t i n a c i o u s  
th a n  t h e  men; d o n ’t  t h e e  f in d  them  s o ,  M a r i a ? ’ I  t o ld  him I  
d id*  ’ How does the© manage t o  got t im e  t o  do a n y th in g  ? f sa id  
he* I  t o l d  him I  to o k  c a r s  t o  l i v e  away f ro m  th© r a i l r o a d ,  
and kep t a  b u l l  dqg and a p i t c h - f o r k ,  and  a d v i s e d  him to  do th© 
same*^
A g ree in g  t o  v i s i t  M a r jo r i e  C u rso n  i n  I 8 6 0 ,  M a r ia  C h i ld  w ro te  t o  h e r  
t h a t  w henever she  v i s i t e d  i t  would b© f o r  o n ly  tw o d a y s f  on© o f  w hich  she  
s h o u ld  l i k e  ” t o  spend w i th  Vi/hit t i e r * ” She f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  M iss  
C urson  or h e r  s i s t e r  make h e r  * a  l i t t l e  s k e t c h  o f  W h i t t i e r ’ s h o u s e , M 
w h ich  she w an ted  m e re ly  a s  a  memento of one cf t h e  b e e t  b e n e f a c t o r s  o f  
my s o u l . ” 2
As in  a l l  h e r  enthusiasm s, D avid  C h i ld  j o i n e d  h i s  vdf© in  h e r  a f f e c ­
t i o n  fo r  W h i t t i e r *  Mrs* C h i ld  w ro te  t h e i r  j o in t  p r a i s e  i s  a l e t t e r  on 
January 2 1 , 1862 s
bh&t a  g l o r i o u s ,  b l e s s e d  g i f t  i s  t h i s  g i f t  o f  so n g ,  w i th  w hich  
you a r e  so l a v i s h l y  endowed* Who c a n  c a l c u l a t e  i t s  i n f l u e n c e ,  
which you e x e r t  a lw a y s  f o r  g ood ! My D av id ,  who a lw a y s  r e j o i c e s  
o v e r  y o u r  w r i t i n g s ,  was e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  w i th  t h e  ’Boat S o n g , '  
w h ich  he p r o p h e s i e s  w i l l  be sung e r e  lo n g  by  th o u s a n d s  o f  d a r k ie s *
Ee b i d s  me eay  t o  you t h a t
One b u g le  r  t o  from  W h i t t i e r ’ s  pen 
Is  w o rth  a t  le a s t  te n  th o u s a n d  men*
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 141
o
^ M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  L i b r a r y  of C o n g re ss
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 160
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In  an sw er  t o  a l e t t e r ,  w h ich  she  r e f e r s  t o  a s  " W h i t t i e r ' s  lo v e  l e t t e r , " *  
M ar ia  C h i ld  r e g r e t s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  " w i t h i n  w a lk in g  d i s t a n c e  o f  e a c h  
o t h e r , "  and t e l l s  W h i t t i e r  t h a t  on lo o k in g  a t  a  l i k e n e s s  o f  h im , he c a n e s  
d i s t i n c t l y  b e f o r e  h e r  a s  she  f i r s t  knew him when she c o n c l u d e s ,  " y o u r  
e y e s  seemed g low ing  w i t h  t h e  s a c r e d  f i r e  w i t h  w hich y o u r  v e r s e s  k in d le d  
a l l  our h e a r t s * " ^
V f n i t t i e r  was aw are o f  th© g r e a t  s a c r i f i c e s  Mrs* C h i ld  mad© t o  th e  
c a u se  o f  f r e e d o m  and e m a n c ip a t io n *  He h i m s e l f  from  t h e  more am ple means 
o f  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s  gave g e n e r o u s l y  f o r  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  t h e  s l a v e  and 
l a t e r  t h e  f reedm en*  F o l lo w in g  t h e  exam ple  o f  h i s  f r i e n d  who s a c r i f i c e d  
even  cannon c o m f o r t s  t o  f u r t h e r  th e  c a u se  i n  w hich  t h e y  a r d e n t l y  b e l i e v e d ,  
W h i t t i e r  made l a r g e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  G e n e ra l  A r m s t r o n g 's  e n t e r p r i s o  f o r  
t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  N eg ro es  and I n d i a n s  a t  H sm pton, V i r g i n i a *  He e x p r e s s e d  
h i s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  she had  made w i th  f u l l  u nder  s t a n d i n g  
o f  t h e  c o n se q u e n ce s  and an  e q u a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e  t o  them* Of a l l  th© members
o f  t h a t  i n t r e p i d  g r o u p ,  who e a r l y  avowed t h e  u n p o p u la r  cau se  of t h e  s l a v e ,
i t  was h i s  o p in io n  t h a t  M ar ia  C h i ld  "h ad  made th© c o s t l i e s t  o f f e r i n g  t o  
t h e  c a u s e  He w ro te  i
Some had  l i t t l e  t o  s a c r i f i c e • • *  Thee a lo n e  o f  a l l  o f  u s ,  had
won l i t e r a r y  r e p u t a t i o n  w hich  any one m ig h t  have b e en  p roud  
of*** Why, my f r i e n d ,  t h e y  r e p u t a t i o n ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a n t i ­
s l a v e r y  s u r r e n d e r  o f  i t  f o r  s o  many y e a r s ,  i s  s t i l l  a  l i v i n g  
and b e a u t i f u l  r e a l i t y *  And, a f t e r  a l l ,  good as  t h e y  b ooks  
a r e ,  we know t h e e  t o  be b e t t e r  t h a n  any  book* I  w ish  t h e e  c o u ld  
know how p ro u d ly  and t e n d e r l y  t h e e  i s  lo v e d  and h o n o re d  by th e  
b e s t  and w i s e s t  i n  t h e  le n d * ^
^•Manuscript L e t t e r ,  L ib rary  o f  C ongress  
^M anuscript L e t t e r ,  L ib rary  o f C ongress
^Quoted i n  L e t t e r s ,  p* SO 
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 90
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One o f  W h i t t l e r ’ s  e n jo y m e n ts  i n  I n t e r  y e a r s  t fa s  r e c a l l i n g  h i s  mem-* 
o r i e s  o f  h i s  e a r l y  f r i e n d ,  **aria  C h i l d ,  whose e x p e r i e n c e  o f  l i f e  had s o  
much i n  oanmmi w i t h  h i s  own; end  i n  s e r v in g  h e r  memory by  e d i t i n g  a  volume 
o f  h e r  l e t t e r s  a f t e r  h e r  d e a th *  I t  was a s  a s i n c e r e  f r i e n d  t h a t  t h i s  s e r ­
v i c e  was p e rfo rm ed  and  a s  a  k i n d r e d  s o u l  h© w ro te  a  p o e t i c  t r i b u t e  en ­
t i t l e d  n?<Tithin t h e  Gat©** W hile  l e s s  w e ll-k n o w n  t h a t  L o w e l l ’ s  t r i b u t e ,  
W h i t t i e r ’ s  l i n e s  e x p r e s s  t h e  e a r n e s t  p e r s o n a l  k i n d l i n e s s  w i t h  w hich he 
r e g a r d e d  M a r la  C h i ld *  The c l o s i n g  s t a n s a e  d e s c r i b e  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s *
Did w© n o t  w i t n e s s  i n  th© l i f e  of t h e e  
Im m o rta l  p ro p h ecy ?
And f e e l ,  when w i th  t h e e ,  t h a t  t h y  f o o t s t e p s  b r e d  
An e v e r l a s t i n g  ro a d ?
Hot f o r  b r i e f  d ay s  t h y  g e n e r o u s  s y m p a t h ie s .
Thy s c o r n  of s e l f i s h  e a s e ;
h o t  f o r  th© poor p r i s e  o f  an  e a r t h l y  g o a l
Thy s t r o n g  u p l i f t  o f  s o u l*
Than th in ©  m s  n e v e r  t u r n e d  a  f o n d e r  h e a r t  
To  n a t u r e  and t o  a r t ,
I n  f a i r - f o r m e d  H e l l a s  i n  h e r  g o ld e n  prim®,
Thy P h i l o t h e a * s  t im e *
Y e t ,  l o v in g  b e a u t y ,  t h o u  o o u l d s t  p a s s  i t  b y .
And f o r  th© poo r deny
T h y s e l f ,  and s e e  t h y  f r e s h ,  s w e e t  f lo w  o f  fame 
W ith e r  i n  b l i g h t  and blame*
S h a r in g  H i s  lo v e  who h o ld s  i n  H is  em brace 
Th© l o w l i e s t  o f  our r a c e .
S u re  th© D iv in e  economy m ust b®
C o n s e r v a t iv e  o f  t h e e *
F o r  t r u t h  m ust l i v e  w i th  t r u t h ,  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  
Seek ou t i t s  g r e a t  a l l i e s ;
Good m ust f i n d  good by g r a v i t a t i o n  s u r e .
And lo v e  w i th  lo v e  end u re*
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And s o ,  s i n c e  th o u  h a s t  p a s s e d  w i t h i n  t h e  g a t e  
Vdiereby a w h i le  X w a i t ,
I  g iv e  b l i n d  g r i e f  and b l i n d e r  s e n se  t h e  l i e j  
Thou h a s t  n o t  l i v e d  t o  d ie  I
Thus d id  h e r  f r i e n d s  lo v e  M a r ia  C h i ld  d e s p i t e  h e r  o u tsp o k en  n a t u r e  
and h e r  p e c u l i a r ,  a lm o s t  s o l i t a r y ,  h a b i t s #  The l i t e r a r y  w o r ld  c f  h e r  
day  paid, t r i b u t e  t o  h e r ,  and many who f i r s t  a d m ire d  h e r  w r i t i n g s  and 
o p in io n s  became h e r  f r i e n d s *
One of M ar ia  C h i l d ’ s more i n t e r e s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  was t h a t  w ith  Mrs* 
M a r ia n n a  S i l s b e e ,  whose h u s b a n d ,  N a t h a n i e l ,  was o f  t h o s e  Salem fa n d  l i e s  
whose s e n s  w ere s h ip m a s t e r s  when s t i l l  i n  t h e i r  t e e n s *  At n i n e t e e n  
N a t h a n i e l  S i l s b e e ,  a  m a tu re d  m a r i n e r ,  commanded t h e  Benj g a in  and began  
h i s  g r e a t  f o r tu n e # *  R e t i r i n g  fro m  t h e  s e a  a t  t w e n t y - n i n e ,  he  l a t e r  b e ­
came U n i te d  S t a t e s  S e n a to r  from  M a s s a c h u s e t t s *  Th® c o r re s p o n d e n c e  be tw een  
M a r ia  C h i ld  and Mrs* S i l s b e e  was v o lu m in o u s ,  and e x te n d e d  o v e r  a lo n g  p e r ­
io d  o f  t im e* M a r ia  C h i ld  h ad  no f a l s e  m od esty  a b o u t a s k in g  h e r  f r i e n d s  
t o  c o n t r i b u t e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  t o  h e r  v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s *  D e te rm in e d ly  i n ­
d e p e n d e n t  f o r  h e r s e l f ,  she s o l i c i t e d  a i d  f r e e l y  f o r  h e r  p r o te g e s *  Mrs# 
S i l s b e e  was a sk ed  t o  p u rc h a se  f o r  t e n  d o l l a r s  a  " g o ld  e m b ro id e re d  M arie 
S t u a r t  h e a d d r e s s , "  w hich had b e en  made by D e l o r e s ,  a  S p a n is h  p r o te g e  of 
M ar ia  C h ild #  T h i s  would seem a  n a t u r a l  r e q u e s t  t o  make of a  w e a l th y  
f r i e n d ,  b u t  t h e  l e t t e r  w hich r e q u e s t s  t h a t  Mrs# S i l s b e e  p u rc h a se  t h e  a r t ­
i c l e  I s  u n u s u a l#
I  am g o in g  t o  r e v e r s e  t h e  u s u a l  o r d e r  c f  t h i n g s #  I n s t e a d  of 
d o in g  so m eth in g  f o r  you on y o u r  b i r t h d a y ,  I  want you t o  do 
so m eth in g  f o r  me# Do you remember my l i t t l e  S p a n ish  p r o t e g e e ,  
D o l o r e s ’? I n  t h e  g r a t i t u d e  o f  h e r  a f f e c t i o n a t e  h e a r t ,  she  em­
b r o i d e r e d  w i t h  g o ld  a  M arie  S t u a r t  h e a d - d r e s s  o f  c r im so n  v e l v e t .
R a lp h  U, P a i n e ,  The Old M erch an t  M a r in e ,  p* 60
and -gave i t  t o  me* I t  i s  n o t s u it e d  t o  my i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p er­
son  and f o r lo r n  c o n d it io n }  but i t  iB j u s t  th e  th in g  f o r  you*
't-Zy h e a r t  p ro n p te  me t o  send  i t  t o  you a s  a  p r e s e n t}  b u t  you 
do n o t  n e ed  a s s i s t a n c e ,  and  my poor D o lo re s  docs*  T h e r e f o r e ,
I. p ro p o se  t h a t  you buy  i t ,  i f  you f e e l  so  i n c l i n e d *  I  sh o u ld  
n o t  make such  a  p ro p o s a l  I f  t h e  h e a d - d r e s s  w ere  n o t  r e a l l y  v a ry  
s t y l i s h  and e le g a n t*  I t  h a t  n e v e r  been  w o rn , o r  s ee n  by any 
one t u t  o u r s e l v e s  i n  T h i r d  S t r e e t *  I  do n o t  b e l i e v e  you co u ld  
f i n d  a n y th in g  a s  s t y l i s h  i n  B oston*  Lawson w ould  c h a rg e  a t  
l e a s t  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  f o r  i t *  I  o f f e r  i t  t o  you f o r  io n *
Here Its In d e e d  a p e c u l i a r  a t t i t u d e  to w ard  g i f t - g i v i n g ,  b u t  one w h ic h  Mrs* 
S i l g b e a  seemed t o  c o n s i d e r  a c c e p t a b l e ,  f o r  t h e  money was s e n t  and t h e  
h e a d - o r e s s  " c a r e f u l l y  p ack ed ” and forw arded t o  her*
T h re e  f r i e n d s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  &rs* S i l s b s n *  Cue was 
a  fo rm e r  f r i e n d ,  C a t h e r i n e  Sedgwick* M ar la  C h i ld  had b e e n ,  i n  h e r  e a r l i e r  
y e a r s ,  a  c l o s e  f r i e n d  o f t h e  Sedgw ick fa m i ly *  Of t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  she  
w ro te  i
I n  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  C a t h e r i n e  Sedgwick was a  c o r d i a l  f r i e n d  t o  
m e , 1 t h e n  had  man;/ p l e a s a n t  t a l k s  and f r i e n d l y  l e t t e r s  from  
h e r j  and s i n c e  my r e s i d e n c e  i n  Dew York we have  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
ha  I a g r e e a b l e  i n t e r v i e w s *  H er w c r d ly  and  g e n t e e l  r e l a t i o n s  
f e t t e r  somewhat t h e  free-dan  o f  h e r  g e n t l e  s p i r i t }  b u t  she i s  
a  m ost a d m ira b le  woman; and I  c h e r i s h  h e a r t f e l t  r e s p e c t  and 
a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h e r* * 1
The t i e s  form ed by  a  g i r l h o o d  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  M arg a re t  P u l l e r  were
s u f f i c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  i n  a  c u l t  l i f e  t h a t  Mrs* C h i ld  was w i l l i n g  t o  have h e r
heme used a s  a  re n d e z v o u s  by  M a r g a re t  F u l l e r  d u r in g  her t e m p e s tu o u s  romance
w i t h  Jsm.ce H athan*  I t  w as t h e n  p e rh a p s  n o t  e n v y , a l t h o u g h  t o  go  a b ro a d
was t h e  th w a r te d  a m b i t io n  of M a r ia  C h i ld * s  l i f e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  an in c e n s e d
Hew E ng land  f r u g a l i t y  w hich  c a u se d  h e r  t o  w r i t e , " M a r g a r e t  P u l l e r ,  i t  see m s ,
i s  so much i n  lo v e  w i th  I t a l y ,  t h a t  s h e - w i l l  n o t  r e t u r n  u n t i l  she 1ms e x -
,.3ponded her l a s t  d o lla r *
^M anuscript L e t t e r ,  American A n tiq u a r ia n  S o c ie t y ,  W o rcester , Y a ssa o h u se tt)
2
164
A t h i r d  f r i e n d  d iscuss© d  i n  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  i s  t h e  c e l e b r a t e d  Ole B u l l*
M a r ia  C h i ld  lo v ed  m u s i c ,  of t h a t  t h e r e  can be  no  doubt#  E q u a l ly  c e r t a i n  i s
h e r  a d m i r a t i o n  f o r  Ole B u l l  and h i s  u n d e n ia b l e  g e n iu s  w i th  t h e  v i o l i n *  In
h e r  L e t t e r s  from  Hew Y ork  Mrs# C h i l d  w ro te  a  " w r e a th  of w i l d - f l o w e r s "  t o
Ole B u l l#  Opening w i th  t h e  l i n e s :
Welcome t o  t h e e ,  Ole B u ll*
A w elcom e, warm and f r e e *
For h e a r t  and memory a r e  f u l l  
Of t h y  r i c h  m i n s t r e l s y *
Each  s u c c e s s i v e  v e r s e  o f f e r s  e u l o g i s t i c  p r a i s e ,  and c o n c l u d e s ;
Of b e a u ty  she i s  l a v i s h  e v e r ;
H e r  u r n  i s  a lw ay s  f u l l ;
But t o  our e a r t h  she  g i v e t h  n e v e r  
A n o th e r  Ole B u l l*
Thus f a r  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  i n  k e e p in g  w i t h  t h e  a d m i r a t i o n  of a  m u s ic  lo v e r  
f o r  a  m a s t e r ,  b u t  i n  h e r  l e t t e r s  t o  Mrs* S i l s b e e  M a r ia  C h i l d ,  a t  t h e  age  o f  
f o r t y - f i v e ,  w r i t e s  a s  w ou ld  a  f r u s t r a t e d  s c h o o l  g i r l *  W r i t in g  o f  h e r  p l e a s ­
u r e  i n  h i s  v i s i t s  and h e r  jo y  in  h a v in g  him Bco^« up t o  compose some m usic” 
i n  h e r  " s t i l l  l i t t l e  p a r l o r # "  she  l a t e r  bemoans h i s  a b se n c e  and n e g l e c t *
I have  w r i t t e n  t o  him many p l e a s a n t  t h i n g s  s in c e  he * d id  go away,* 
b u t  he h a s  n e v e r  r e t u r n e d  one s y l l a b l e  o f  answ er* He h a s  n o t  s e n t  
us  a n y th in g *  X am s o r r y  he t h u s  r e p e l s  ou r s i n c e r e ,  d i s i n t e r e s t e d ,  
d e v o te  f r i e n d s h i p *  I t  would have been  a  g r e a t  c o m fo r t  to  u s  t o  
have  k e p t  up an o c c a s i o n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  by  w r i t i n g ;  and we e x p e c te d  
so  v a r y  l i t t l e  f ro m  h im ,  t h a t  i t  seems somewhat h a r d  t o  b© d i s a p ­
p o i n t e d  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e *  I  th a n k  you f o r  y c u r  o f f e r  t o  send t o  P a r i s ;  
b u t  1 s h a l l  n e v e r  a g a in  rem in d  O le of my e x i s t e n c e ,  i n  any w ay , u n ­
l e s s  h© h i m s e l f  r e q u e s t s  i t #  I  do  n o t  ©are t o  r e a d  F ren c h  c r i t i c i s m *
• ••T h ey  c a n n o t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  s p o n ta n e o u s  g u s h in g s  o f  a  s o u l  l i k e  
01©*#* Your e x p e r i e n c e  i n  one r e s p e c t  h a s  b een  s i m i l a r  t c  mine* I  
t o o  had  been  long  l a b o r i n g  -under d is c o u ra g e m e n t  and  s e v e re  d e p r e s ­
s i o n ,  when I  f i r s t  hear 4 Ole* He gave a  f r e s h  im p u ls e  t o  my s o u l .
^ L y d ia  M# C h llu , L e t t e r s  f ro m  Hew Y o rk ,  Second S e r i e s ,  p* 233
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k in d le d  i n  in© a  new l i f e ,  made a  b r i g h t  I n d i a n  Sunnier i n  t h e  
d r e a r y  autumn of my e x is t© n e e #  S t r a n g s ,  v e r y  s t r a n g e ,  h a s  
b e e n ,  and i s ,  h i s  power o v e r  me* He h a s  so  p a in e d  me b y  h i s  
i n d i f f e r e n c e  and t o t a l  n e g l e c t ,  t h a t  I  w ish  I  had  n e v e r  h e a r d  
o f  him* Y et o t h e r  f r i e n d s  who t r e a t  me w i t h  l a v i s h  k i n d n e s s ,  
whose c h a r a c t e r  a r e  more i n  u n is o n  w i t h  my own, and whose q u a l ­
i t i e s  a r e  more w o r th y  o f my e n t i r e  a p p r o b a t i o n ,  a r e  nob c h e r ­
i s h e d  i n  my memory a s  t e n d e r l y  a s  h© i s *  O le c la im s  e v e r  th e  
p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a  l i t t l e  c h i l d ,  i n  whom one m ust f o r g i v e  much, 
on a c c o u n t  of w in n in g  w a y s ,  and n o t  m eaning  any  hann#^
Many l e t t e r s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  e x p r e s s i n g  t h a n k s  f o r  
b o o k s  and  v a r i o u s  g i f t s *  W ith  p e r f e c t  f r a n k n e s s  Mrs* C h i ld  t e l l s  o f  r e ­
t u r n i n g  books  t o  th© b o o k s e l l e r ,  and r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  ” c r e d i t  b® g iv e n ” 
t h e  donor*  One book i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f a s c i n a t e d  h e r ,  and i n  w r i t i n g  o f  i t  
she e x p r e s s e d  h e r s e l f  w i t h  t h a t  co m p le te  l a c k  o f  g u i l e  w h ich  m arked  a l l  
h e r  l e t t e r s ,  and w h ich  i n  h e r  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  moments may have  made 
h e r  dre&d p u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  c o n f e s s io n s *
I  have  r e a d  J a n e  E y r e * I  was p e r f e c t l y  c a r r i e d  away w i t h  i t  
• •* s a t  up  a l l  n i g h t  t o  f i n i s h  i t* * *  1 do n o t  a g r e e  w i th  th e  
c r i t i c s  who p ro n o u n ced  R o c h e s t e r  u n lo v a b le #  I  c o u ld  have  lo v e d  
h i  m w i th  my w hole  h e a r t *  H is  v e r y  i m p e r f e c t i o n s  b ro u g h t  him 
more w i t h i n  th® ra n g e  of warn human sympathy* Ought Jan© t o  
h av e  l e f t  him a t  t h a t  d r e a d f u l  c r i s i s ?  She was a l l  a lo n e  i n  
t h e  w o r l d ,  and  c o u ld  do n o  harm  t o  m o th e r ,  s i s t e r ,  c h i l d  o r  
f r i e n d  by t a k i n g  h e r  freedom # The t y r a n n i c a l  law  -which bound 
him t o  a  mad and w icked  w i f e ,  seems suoh  a  m ere f ig m e n t#  I  l i k e d  
R o c h e s t e r  a l l  t h e  b e t t e r  f o r  im p e tu o u s  f e e l i n g  and p a s s io n  w h ich  
c a r r i e d  him away; b u t  I  want c o n s c ie n c e  t o  com© and check  h im , 
l i k e  a  f i e r y  h o r s e  r e i n e d  i n  a t  f u l l  g a l lo p *  At th© l a s t  moment, 
when t h e y  w ere  r e a d y  t o  go t o  c h u rc h  t o  b© m a r r i e d ,  I  w i s h  h e  
had th ro w n  h i m s e l f  on h e r  g e n e r o s i t y ,  I  w ish  h e  had s a i d ,  M ario ,
I  c a n n o t  d e c e iv e  you* and t o l d  h e r  th© p a i n f u l  s t o r y  he  a f t e r ­
ward r e v e a l e d *  T h e re  m ig h t  have been  th e  same s t r u g g l e ,  and 
th® same r e s u l t ;  and  i t  w ould  have  shown th© n o b le n e s s  of 
R o c h e s t e r ’ s  lo v e  f o r  Jano***  I  am. g l a d  th e  'book r e p r e s e n t s  Jan© 
a s  r e f u s i n g  t o  t r u s t  h im ; f o r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s o r d e r l y  s t a t e  o f  
th© w o r l d ,  i t  w ould  n o t  be w a l l  f o r  p u b l i c  m o ra ls  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
i t  o th e r w is e #  But my p r i v a t e  o p in io n  i s  t h a t  a  r e a l  l i v i n g  Jan® 
B y r e ,  p l a c e d  i n  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  would have  obeyed an  
in w ard  la w , h i g h e r  and  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n  o u tw a rd  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
s c r u p l e s #
^ M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  A m erican  A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  
2 I b id *
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Thus she  r e v e a l s  t o  an i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  h e r  p r i v a t e  o p in io n  
lov® i s  v a s t l y  more im n o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n s  ■which she  s t o u t l y  d e ­
f e n d s  i n  h e r  p u b l i c  u t t e r a n c e s #
I n  b o o k s  wsro fo u n d  a  co m p an io n sh ip  more v i t a l  and i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a n  
t h e  human c o n t a c t s  w h ich  she d e l i b e r a t e l y  d e c l i n e d #  J u s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  b e ­
f o r e  h e r  d e a t h  she w ro te #  **I l ik ©  some human b e i n g s  b e t t e r  t h a n  b o o k s  b u t  
n o t  many* B ooks h av e  on© v e r y  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e  o v e r  p e o p le j  you  oan  p u t  
them  a s i d e  w h en ev er  you d o n ’t  c a r e  t o  be w i th  them any  lo n g e r #  M oreover#
I  oan  make up  a  c o n tem p tu o u s  m ou th  and say# ’Pshaw* a l l  bosh#* when a book 
s a y s  what I  d o n ’ t  l i k e #  b u t  i t  won’ t  do t o  t r e a t  p eo p le  w i t h  s o  much f r e e -  
dom#*^
P h y s i c a l l y  M ar ia  C h i l d  was sm a ll#  and  l a t e  i n  l i f e  became q u it®  s t o u t #
She f r a n k l y  c o n f e s s e d  t h a t  she n e v e r  a t  any  p e r io d  i n  h e r  l i f e  p o s s e s s e d
an y  p h y s i c a l  b e a u t y ,  a  f a c t  t o  w hich she a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  o i r  cum s t a n c e s  t h a t
anyone p o s s e s s i n g  p e r s o n a l  b e a u ty  c o u ld  "make a pack  h o r s e "  o f  h e r#
W hether a t  home o r  a b ro a d #  she was p l a i n l y  d r e s s e d #  They may 
have b e en  t h r o u g h  some s l i g h t  o d d i ty  o r  e c c e n t r i c i t y #  and  a  r e ­
l u c t a n c e  t o  apt?ear e x t r a v a g a n t • She was e s p e c i a l l y  p e c u l i a r  i n
w h a t  she  wore on h e r  head### I t  i s  s a i d  t h a t  one o f  h e r  d i s t i n ­
g u i s h e d  l i t e r a r y  f r i e n d s #  when he saw h e r  one day in  B o s to n  w i th  
a new bonnet#  e x c la im e d ,  ’T h e re  w i l l  be a  ch ange  soon* f o r  Il& ria  
h a s  g o t  a  new b o n n e t# ’ A m i n i s t e r #  who was spend ing  th e  d ay  a t  
Wayiand# s e e in g  h e r  g o  by# and n o t  knowing who she was# e x c la im ed #
• I  have  s e e n  w ha t I  n e v e r  e x p e c te d  t o  s ee  a g a in #  -  a  woman w i th  
a  b o n n e t  o n * ’ H er  b o n n e ts  w ere  l a r g e #  and g r e e n  was th® c o l o r  
t h a t  u s u a l l y  p re d o m in a te d !  and a t  one time# when Hew York f r i e n d s  
s e n t  h e r  one# she triton© d i t  o v e r  t o  s u i t  h e r  own t a s t e  #^
L e t t e r s * p# 256 
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E d g a r  A l la n  Poe •a rc te  o f  h e r :
Mrs* C h i ld  c a s u a l l y  o b s e r v e d ,  hag  n o th in g  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k ­
in g  i n  h e r  p e r s o n a l  a p p e a ra n c e *  One would p a s s  h e r  i n  th e  
s t r e e t  a  dozen t im e s  w i th o u t  n o t i c e *  Oh© i s  low in  s t a t u r e  
and s l i g h t  fram ed* H er co m p lex io n  i s  f l o r i d ;  ©yes and  h a i r  
a r e  d a r k ;  f e a t u r e s  i n  gene m l  d i m i n u t i v e • The e x p r e s s i o n  cf 
h e r  c o u n te n a n c e ,  whan a n im a te d ,  i s  h i g h l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l *  Her 
d r e s s  i s  u s u a l l y  p i  . i n ,  n o t  even n e a t  -  a n y th in g  bu t  f a s h io n a b le *
H er m anner o f  l i v i n g  d u r in g  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  m ust have  been  
m ost t r y i n g *  In d e p e n d e n t  by  n a t u r e ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  age w ere m ost u n ­
p l e a s a n t  t o  h e r*  H er p o s i t i o n  was v e r y  p e c u l i a r *  A Mrs* P i c k e r i n g ,  h e r  h o u s e ­
k e e p e r  com pan ion , by  h e r  v e r y  g e n t i l i t y ,  p r e s e n t e d  a problem * In  1879 , 
e x p la i n in g  -why she was u n ab le  t o  e n t e r t a i n  h e r  " D e a r ly  B e lo v ed  F r i e n d , ”
Mrs* Shaw, Mrs* Child, w r o t e ;
1 am i n  a  q u e e r  s o r t  o f  p o s i t i o n  h e re*  Mrs* P ic k e r i n g  i s  un ­
commonly k i n d ,  c o n s c i e n t i o u s ,  and c a p a b l e ; b u t  she h a s  some 
p e c u l i a r i t i e s ,  t o  w h ich  she c l i n g s  w i th  w o n d e r fu l  o b s t in a c y *
She h a s  l a i d  i t  down, a s  an  i n f l e x i b l e  r u l e ,  t h a t  s h e  w i l l  n o t  
r e c e i v e  any company, e i t h e r  f o r  h e r s e l f  o r  f o r  me* I t  i s  an  e x ­
tre m e  c a s e  of t h e  Am erican p r i c e  of g e n t i l i t y *  B urner b e f o r e  
l a s t ,  and l a s t  summer, I  t r i e d  t o  ooax  h e r  t o  l e t  me have M rs*
F u s s e l l  and  Mrs* S ew a ll*  I  o f f e r e d  ©very p e c u n ia r y  In d u c e m en t ,  
and e v e r y  a rgum en t I  c o u ld  t h i n k  o f*  Her a n sw er  w a s ,  t h a t  X 
c o u ld  have  a s  much company a s  I  l i k e d ;  b u t  t h a t  she sh o u ld  a lw ay s  
go  away t o  h e r  s i s t e r * s ;  f o r  w h ich  she  had t o  rid©  t h i r t y  m i l e s ,  
w a lk  a m i le  and a h a l f ,  and t h e n  back  a g a in *  I l a i d  y o u r  p r o p o s i ­
t i o n  b e f o r e  h e r ,  w i t h  t h e  same r e s u l t .  B ut en I r i s h  woman, who
s or. ©tim es w ashes t o  m e, s ay s  she w i l l  coir® and b o i l  t h e  t e a
k e t t l e ;  so  I  sh o u ld  be a b le  t o  f u r n i s h  you w i t h  t e a  and b re a d
and b u t t e r  w i t h o u t  l e a v i n g  year a l l  th© t im e *  I  need  n o t  say  t h a t
my h e a r t  g i v e s  you a  warm welcome* T h is  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  my com­
p a n io n  t r i e s  my p a t i e n c e  n o t  a l i t t l e *  But she  h a s  many e x c e l ­
l e n t  q u a l i t i e s ,  we have  b ssn  lo n g  a c q u a i n t e d ,  a n d  I  b e l i e v e  she 
i s  s i n c e r e l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  me* The o ld  a  re  o b l ig e d  to  g iv e  up t h e i r  
f r e e d o m ; i n  a g r e a t  m easure*  Th® w o rld  i s  n o t  a l l  b e f o r e  th em , 
w here  t o  chaos©, a s  i t  i s  w i t h  th© y o ung• They must t a k e  w hat 
t h e y  c an  g e t ,  and s t r i v e  t o  be  conten t** '
^E dgar A l l a n  P o e ,  L i t e r a t i ,  p* 100
^ M a n u sc r ip t  L e t t e r ,  W ayland P u b l i c  L i b r a r y ,  W ayland, M a s s a c h u s e t t s
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The l o s s  o f  h e r  h usband  d e p r iv e d  Mrs* C h i ld  o f  h e r  g r e a t  j o y  i n  h e r
home* T h i s  l e t t e r  c o n t i n u e s :
Ky o ld  n e s t  h e re  i s  ri'ik i n  a s  good c o n d i t i o n  a s  fo r m e r ly *  S i t ­
u a t e d  j u s t  a s  I  am, I have n o t  f e l t  much h e a r t  t o  ’f i x  u p ’ a s  I 
u s e d  t o  do* I s a d l y  f e e l  t h e  want of d e a r  David * s h e l p  In  o u t ­
doo r a f f a i r s *  T hen , 1 have n e v e r  f e l t  s e t t l e d  s i n e s  he d ie d *  I 
have  a lw ay s  b e e n  i n  hopes  t h a t  some s i t u a t i o n  more e l l b l b l e  f o r  
m s, w ould  open* I  know i t  i s  u n w is e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  u n p l e a s a n t ,  t o  
re m a in  i n  such  an  e x trem e ly  i s o l a t e d  p o s i t i o n *  But c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
p ro v e  to o  stron g  f o r  me*
P e r i o d s  of d e p r e s s i o n  o p p re s s e d  h e r  d u r in g  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e *  
So low s p i r i t e d  was she  t h a t  she removed t o  Dover S t r e e t  i n  B o s to n ,  and 
even  t h e n  was t o o  unhappy  t o  an sw er  t h e  l e t t e r s  o f  h e r  c l o s e s t  f r i e n d s *
Even t o  h e r  " D a r l i n g  F r i e n d , "  l i re*  Shaw, she a p o lo g i s e d !
X know, d a r l i n g ,  t h a t  t h e r e  has  been  a  long  s i l e n c e  be tw een  us*
I  h a v e  t h o u g h t  o f  i t  a g a i n  and  a g a i n ,  w i t h  a  tw in g e  o f  re m o rse  % 
f o r  I  was asham ed o f t h e  r e  a s  on • The f a c t  i s ,  I  have b een  u n ­
u s u a l l y  low s p i r i t e d  t h i s  summer,  and  I d id  n o t  w an t  t o  writ*? 
d is m a l ly *  I t  g o e s  v e r y  h a rd  w ith  me t o  g iv e  up my l i t t l e  n e s t  i n  
V.'ay l a n d ,  w i t h o u t  b e in g  a b le  t o  t h i n k  o f  any o th e r  s h e l t e r ,  t h a t  
s h o u ld  seem a t  a l l  l i k e  home* But auoh a n x i e t y  a b o u t  th© f u t u r e  
i s  v e r y  f o o l i s h *  f o r ,  t h i n k  as  mu oh as  we m ay , we c a n n o t  shape 
cu r d e stin y * * *  X am i n e x p r e s s i b l y  w eary*  There seem s t o  be  su ch  
a  v a s t  amount dF wrong in  t h e  w o r l d ,  and one i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  do 
sc  l i t t l e *  I  keep  w o r k in g ,  b e c a u s e  I m . q u i t e  su re  t h a t  no 
p a r t i  o le  o f  g o o d n e ss  o r  t r u t h  i s  e v e r  r e a l l y  l o s t ,  how ever a p ­
p e a ra n c e  may be t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y *  But i n  t r y i n g  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s ,  
i t  i s  som etim es d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e c id e  w h a t  i s  good* I  have s e v ­
e r a l  poor s o u l s  i n  t o w ,  t r y i n g  t o  g u id e  them  i n t o  co m fo r t  t h r o u g h  
r i g h t e o u s  p a th s *  But I make them  so d e p e n d e n t ,  t h a t  I som etim es 
f e a r  I  do them h a m ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  good# Y e t ,  w h a t  i s  t o  be d cnei 
They a r e  so i g n o r a n t  and w e ak -m in d ed , t h e y  c a n n o t  r e l y  upon 
them s e lv e s *
T hese  were n o t  th e  w ords  of th® i n d e p e n d e n t ,  s e l f - r e l i a n t  - a r i a  Child* 
T h ese a r e  th e  words of a  t i r e d  and a g in g  women, l i v i n g  a  l i f e  "whose
1 i b i d .
**I b i d  *
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b i t t e r e s t  p o r t i o n  i s  a  'w idow ed  h e a r t * w* Mr s *  C h ild  knew d ep en d en cy  and
l o n e l i n e s s  f o r  th© f i r s t  t im e  i n  l i f e  and fo u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a d j u s t  t o
t h e  new e i r o m a s t a n o e s *
S o l i t a r y  t h r o u g h o u t  l i f e  l ira*  C h i ld  b eca m e m ors an d  more r e l u c t a n t
t o  m ix  w i th  h e r  f e l lc w m e n  a s  she g rew  o ld e r *  H er a t t i t u d e  i s  b e s t  shown
by a  l e t t e r  r e g r e t f u l l y  r e f u s i n g  an i n v i t a t i o n *
I  am s o r r y  you i n v i t e d  me f o r  t h i s  e v e n in g  ? f o r  i t  p a in s  me 
t o  r e f u s e  yo u r k in d  o f f e r* * *  B ut as  X hav© a l r e a d y  r e f u s e d  
i n v i t a t i o n s  u rg e d  upon ms w i t h  g r e a t  k i n d n e s s ,  I  c o u ld  n o t  
e a s i l y  a c c e p t  y o u r s  w i th o u t  g i v i n g  t h e  l i e  t o  my p r o t e s t a -  
t i  one t h a t  I  a c c e p t  no  i n v i t a t i o n s ,  and  l i t e r a l l y  v i s i t e d  
n o w h e re »
I t  i s  my d e s i r e  t o  l i v s  a l i f e  o f  co m p le te  s e c l u s i o n ,  w i th  
th© e x c e p t i o n  o f a  few  f r i e n d s ,  vh o a g re e  n e v e r  t o  i n v i t e  me, 
and t o  c a l l  t o  s e e  me o n ly  when t h e  s p i r i t  moves them*
1 know by e x p e r i e n c e  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  i s  t o  m ake a b e g in n in g  
i n  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  w i t h o u t  h a v in g  th© c i r c l e  w id e n ,  t i l l  one f i n d s  
o n e s e l f  i n  t h a t  h o r r i d  w h i r l p o o l  c a l l e d  S o c i e t y *
B e l i e v e  me, n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s i n c e r e l y  g r & t e f u l  f o r  y o u r  k in d  a t ­
t e n t i o n ,  a n d  t r u l y  s o r r y  t o  r e f u s e *
h r s • C h ild  h u m o ro u s ly  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t o  h e r  d e a r  l i f e - l c m g  
f r i e n d ,  M rs* S arah  Shaw, " T h e re have b een  many attem p ts  t o  s a d d le  and 
b r i d l e  ms, and  t e a o h  me t o  keep  s to p  i n  r e s p e c t a b l e  p r o c e s s i o n s ?  b u t  t h e y  
have ne??1? g o t  th e  l a s s o  o v e r  my n so k  y e t ,  and *old  h o rs ® 1 as I  sen now, 
i f  I  s ee  t h e  l a s s o  in  th e  a i r ,  I  sno rt and g a l l o p  o f f ,  d e te r m in e d  to  b e  a  
fro ©  horse to  th e  l a s t ,  and p u t  up w ith  th© c o n se q u e n t  l a c k  o f  g ro an in g  
and s t a b l i n g * * ^
To t h e  l a s t  y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  Mrs* C h i ld  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  pay c h i  e  
phenomenon* She s h a r e d  w i t h  W i l l i a m  G a r r i s o n  a  b e l i e v e  i n  S p i r i t u a l i s m *
^ L y d ia  M* C h i l d ,  B i o g r a p h i e s  o f  Good W iv e s ,  p* 53  
M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  D artm outh  C o l le g e  
^ L e t t e r s ,  p* 230
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Her b e l i e f ,  howeve r , e x te n d e d  o n ly  t o  a  ” g l i m p e e ,n f o r  beyond  t h i s  she
f e l t  a l l  was 11 p r e c a r io u s  and u n r e l i a b l e  *H I t  was p e r h a p s  h e r  i n t e n s e
d e s i r e  t o  com m unicate  w i t h  h e r  d e p a r t e d  h u sb an d  t h a t  made h e r  ao  a r d e n t l y
de s i r  s t  o be liev© *
My c o n v i c t i o n  re m a in s  unchanged  t h a t  t h o s e  who l e a v e  t h i s  ’« o r ld  
do  l i v e  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  o f  o o n g o io u s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  e x i s t e n c e ;  
and t h a t ,  u n d e r  g iv e n  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e y  can  o c m m n io a ts  w i th  
sou I s  i n  t h i s  w orld?  th o u g h  i n  a  v e r y  i m p e r f e c t  way* How c a n  
s a ra n u n ic a t io n  be  p e r f e c t ,  o r  e a s y ,  when t h e  law s t h a t  g o v e rn  th e  
tw o p la n e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  m ust be a s  d i f f e r e n t  a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
of f i s h e s  and b i r d s ?  T h i s  r e n d e r s  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  in  v a s t i g a t i o n  
o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  a lm o s t  im p o s s ib le !  even  w i th o u t  t a k i n g  i n t o  con ­
s i d e r a t i o n  t h e  immense amount of t r i c k e r y  and s e l f  - d e lu s io n # *
She p re a c h e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f a i t h  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u c h  a b e l i e f *  To
M iss  Lucy S e a r l s  sh e  w r o t e s
S in e s  I  saw y o u ,  I  have  o f t e n  th o u g h t  o f  th© f e a r  you so cm t o  
hav® of S p i r i t u a l i s m *  You a p p e a re d  t o  r e g a r d  I t  a s  so m e th in g  
uncanny* I  c a n n o t  f e e l  so  a b o u t  I t *  I  d o n ’t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  
i s  any  m i r a c l e  or any  d e v i l t r y  a b o u t  i t *  I  s im p ly  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
t h e  u n io n  o f our s p r i t u a l  n a t u r e  w i th  our m a t e r i a l  i s  g o v e rn e d  
by law s  •which we do n o t  u n d e r s t a n d ,  and -which l i e  beyond th e  
r e g i o n  of any t e s t s  we a r e  a s  y e t  a b le  t o  ap p ly *  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  
t h e  d e v i l  h a s  a n y th in g  t o  do w i th  S p r i t i u o l i s m ,  an y  more t h a n  
he h a s  w i th  com ets*  I  r a t h e r  t h i n k  I  d o n ’ t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  
d e v i l *  I  c e r t a i n l y  n e v e r  t h i n k  of him i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  any 
m y s t e r i e s  t h a t  i n t e r e s t  me*** Now t h e r e  i s  e l e c t r i c i t y *  I t  i s  
an e v e r l a s t i n g  p u s s l e  t o  me*
A nim al m a g n e t is m ,  p h r e n o lo g y ,  mesmerism an d  s p i r i t  r a p p i n g s ,  so p o p u la r
i n  h e r  d ay ,  were o f  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t o  h e r*  These i n t e r e s t s  w e re  n o t  due
t o  any  p e c u l i a r i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  Mrs* C h i ld  but r a t h e r  a  h i g h l y  d e v e lo p e d
i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y *  When t l ia  meagre e d u c a t i o n  which Mrs* C h i ld  had
I s  c o n s i d e r e d ,  i t  m ust be r e a l i s e d  t h a t  w i th  r e a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,
h e r  r e m a rk a b le  a b i l i t y  mu-ild hi*v> shovr/. M: • 1 '' ‘ n bi'-'.ts p c i r l M — *
^ M a n u s c r ip t  L e t t e r ,  Way l a n d  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  
2
L e t t e r s *  p* 167
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H aving  l o s t  a l l  t h o s e  she  loved*  Mrs# C h i ld  f a c e d  d e a th  w i th  e q u a ­
n im i ty *  I n  1879 sh e  e x p l a i n e d ,  " i t  i s  e a s i e r  f o r  one who h a s  jdo t i e s  
t o  d ro p  o u t  o f  t h e  w o r l d . ” ^ A c t iv e  t o  t h e  l a s t *  M rs .  C h i l d  w o t©  on 
F e b r u a r y  14* 1879* "The o n ly  s t r o n g  w ish  I  have  i s  to  r e t a i n  my f a c u l t i e s
t o  t h e  l a s t *  and s l i p  away q u i e t l y  o u t  o f  t h i s  w o r ld *  so a s  nod t o  make
2anybody  much t r o u b l e . "  She had oleeaned a l l  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  h e r  
s im p le  f u n e r a l *  r e f u s i n g  t o  be b u r i e d  i n  th® Mount Auburn c e n e t e r y *  f o r  
" i t  w ould  be to o  n e a r  th© B o s to n  a r i s t ooraoy."^ H er f i n a l  i l l n e s s  was 
s h o r t*  and  th© day  b e f o r e  sh© d ie d  she was up and d re ss®  ;• On October 20* 
1880 L y d ia  M aria  C h i ld  d ie d *  i!r e c o g n iz e d  a s  one o f  t h e  most a b le  women 
of h e r  gene r a t i o n . * ^  I n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  h e r  r e q u e s t *  t h e  f u n e r a l  was 
w i th o u t  d i s p l a y .  The s e r v i c e  was a t  t h e  house*  t h e  o f f i c i a t i n g  m i n i s t e r  
was a  v i l l a g e  c le rg y m an *  and  t h e  p a l l - b e a r e r s  w ere  p l a i n  f e l l c w - t  own ante ti. 
A f t e r  t h e  c lergym an * e rem ark s*  W endell P h i l l i p s  p ro n o u n ced  an  a p p rop ria te  
e u lo g y  *
■Thus s im p ly  and w i t h o u t  pomp was b u r i e d  on© of A m erica's e a r l i e s t  
h u m a n i t a r i a n s .  L a id  a t  r e s t  i n  a  q u i e t  an d  s e c lu d e d  b a y la n d  c e n e t e r y *  
w i t h i n  w h ich  l i e  th© b o d ie s  o f  -members o f  t h a t  e n s l a v e d  r a c e  t o  wLicq much 
o f  h e r  l i f e  was d e d i c a t e d ,  h e r  g ra v e  i s  m arked  by  a s im p le  h e a d s to n e  i n ­
s c r i b e d  a
L y d ia  M aria  C h i ld  
B om  F e b r u a r y  11* 1802 
Died O ctober 20* 1880 
You c a l l  u s  dead 
We a ro  n o t  dead  
We a r e  t r u l y  l i v i n g  now.
^ 'M anuscrip t L a t t e r ,  Wayland P u b l i c  L ib ra r y *  Wayland* M a s s a c h u s e t t s
2 I b i d .
3 Thcmas H igglnson* C o n te m p o ra r ie s*  p . 413
4Cowie* op* o l t .*  p . 182
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I t  re m a in e d  f o r  h e r  d e a r  f r i e n d  W h i t t i e r  t o  w r i t©  t h e  f i n a l  t r i b u t e  
t o  M rs .  C h i ld *  Out o f  h i s  g r i e f  a t  h e r  d e a t h ,  he w r o t e ,  "The t r u e ,  n o b l e ,  
lo v in g  so u l*  Where i s  s h e 7 What i s  she?  Hew i s  s h e?  The m o ra l  and 
s p i r i t u a l  economy o f  God w i l l  n o t  s u f f e r  su ch  l i g h t  and lo v e  t o  he l o s t  
i n  b l a n k  a n n i h i l a t i o n *  She was h e r s e l f  a n  e v id e n c e  o f  i m o r t a l i t y . •
^Q uoted i n  Mrs# James T* F ie ld ® ,  W h i t t i e r ,  N o tes  o f  h i s  L i f e  and 
h i s  F r i e n d s h i p s ,  pp# 1 6 -1 7
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B o s to n  * m F o r  t h e  A u th o r ,  1861
The F r e e d m a n 's  Book
B o s to n i  T io k n o r  an d  F i e l d s ,  1865
An A ppea l f o r  t h e  I n d i a n s
New Y orkJ W# P* T o m lin so n ,  1868
B* C h i l d r e n ' s  S t o r i e s
E d i t e d  The J u v e n i l e  M is c e l l a n y
B o sto n *  J • P u tn am , 1826 -  1034
E m ily  P a r k e r
B o s to n s  Bowles and  D e a rb o r n ,  1827
The J u v e n i l e  S o u v e n i r
B o s to n  * J • Pu tnam , 1828
B i o g r a p h i c a l  S k e tc h e s  o f  G re a t  and Good Men 
B o s to n :  Putnam an d  H u n t ,  1&28
P h i l a d e l p h i a : Thomas T • A sh , 1828
The L i t t l e  G i r l ' s  Own Book
B o s to n :  T a r t a r , "  Henclee an d  C o* , 1834
The Young L a d y 's  F r i e n d
B oston*  A m erican  S t a t i o n e r s '  Co*, 1856 
(By Mrs* E l i z a  Ware (B o tch )  F a r r a r ,  n o t  
som etim es a t t r i b u t e d  t o  L# U9 C h i l d )
g lo w e r s  Yor C h i l d r e n
rnw Yor k? C* §• F r a n c i s  and  Co*, 1844
R ainbow s f o r  C h i l d r e n
New York* 0* S* F r a n c i s ,  1848 
B o s to n ;  J*  H * F r a n c i s ,  1848 





Hose M ar ian  and  t h e  F lo w e r  F a i r i e s
New Y orks C* S* P r a n o i s  and  Co*, I860
S k e tc h e s  from  H e a l  L i f e
P h i l a d e l p h i a !  W* P* H a z a r d ,  1855
A Mew F lo w e r  f o r  C h i ld r e n
 New Y o rk i  C , "$* P r a n o i s  and  Co», 1856
The M a g ic ia n * s  Show Box and O th e r  S t o r i e s  
Po s to n *  f i o k n o r  and  F i e l d s ,  1856
The R*B»B»>s i  My L i t t l e  N e ig h b o rs
Eos to n  i W alker  and' W ise ,  1£I62
Good L i t t l e  M i t t y  an d  O th e r  S t o r i e s
B oston* I># i io th ro p  and d o * ,  1869
S t o r i e s  f o r  Young P o lk s
B oston*  D* L o th ro p  and Co*, 1869-70
The C h i l d r e n  o f  Mount I d a  and o t h e r  S t o r i e s  
New York* C• S* P r a n o i s ,  1871
The A d v e n tu re s  of Jam ie  and  J e a n n l e ,  aad O th e r  S t o r i e s  
B oston* D* L o th ro p  and C o* , n*d*
C* C o l l e c t i o n s  of A r t i c l e s  and  S t o r i e s
The Cor on a l |  A C o l l e c t i o n  o f  M is c e l l a n e o u s  P i e c e s ,  w r i t t e n  a t  v a r i o u s  
t i m e s *
B o sto n s  C a r t e r  and H e n d ee , 1832
F a c t  and F i c t i o n s  A C o l l e c t  io n  of S t o r i e s
York* C* £>• F r a n c i s  and  Co#, I s 4 6  
B o s to n !  J *  H* F r a n c i s  and Co*, 1846 
Same a s  1847
Autum nal h e a v e s » T a l e s  an d  S k e tc h e s  i n  P ro se  and Rhyme 
hew Y o rk ,  B o s to n s  C* S* F r a n c i s  and  C o*, 1857
Looking  Toward S u n s e t ,  From S o u rc e s  Old and New, O r i g i n a l  and S e l e c t e d
" TostonV tio k n o r  and' F ie ld s , -  rm ----------------------  —
1 0 th  e d i t i o n ,  B o s to n ,  J  * H* Osgood, 1874 
1 1 th  e d i t i o n ,  B o s to n ,  <7* F* O sgood, 1875 
B o s to n s  H oughton  M i f f l i n  C o* , 1881
176
S>. L e t te r®
L e t t e r s  f ro m  Mew Y ork  2 V o ls *
 ̂ F i r s t  S e r i e s  — —
New Y o rk i  C* S« F r a n o i s *  1843 
B oston#  J*  H* P r a n o i s *  1343 
London* R* B en t ley *  1843 
New York* C# S* F r a n o is *  1845 
B oston  * J* H* P r a n o i s *  1845 
Second  S e r i e s
Hew York* C* S* F r a n c i s ,  1845 
B oston  i J*  H *F rano ia*  1845 
Hew York* C* S* F r a n c i s *  1848 
D ost cn * J*  H« F r a n c i s *  1848 
1 1 th  e d i t i o n
New York* G# S* F r a n c i s *  1852 
B oston#  J*  H* F r a n o i s *  1852 
London# F* P itm an* 1879
L e t t e r s  o f  L y d ia  M a r la  C h i ld  w i th  a  b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  Jo h n  
G* W h i t t i e r  and A ppend ix  by  W ende ll  P h i l l i p s *  C o l l e c t e d  and 
a r r a n g e d  by  H a r r i e t  W inslow Sew all*
B oston#*  New York# Houghton* M i f f l i n  and  Co** 1885
E* N o v e ls
Hobomok* A T a le  o f  E a r l y  Times* by an A m erican 
B oston# Cummings* H i l l i a r d  and Go** 1824
The R e b e ls*  o r  B o sto n  B e fo re  t h e  R e v o l u t io n  (b y  t h e  A u tho r  o f  Hobomok) 
B oston#  C unnings* H i l l i a r d  and  Co** 1825 
R e p u b l i s h e d  w i th  a u t h o r #® r e v i s i o n  
B oston*  P h i l l i p s *  Samps on and  Co*, 1860
F h l l o th e a *  A Romance
B o s to n l  Otis '*  "Broaders an d  Co** 1859 
New York* G, S* F r a n c i s *  1851 
B oston*  J*  H* F r a n c i s *  1851 
B ost cm# T *0*H*P* Burnham* 1861
M i r i a i  A Romance o f t h e  R e p u b l ic
B o s to n s  T ic k n o r  and  F i e l d s *  1867
R ose  and F l o r a ,  A Romance
London# R o u t le d g e *  1867
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E v e n in g  a i n  New E n g la n d
B ostonV  dinanin ;s# H i l l i a r d  and  Q©», 1826
The F i r s t  S e t t l e s  o f  New E n g lan d  (b y  a  Lady o f  I l a s s a c h u s e t t s )
B o sto n  t Munroe and  F r a n c i s ,  182?
New Y ork i C* S* F r a n o i s ,  1829
E l i z a b e t h  H addon, A T ru e  N a r r a t i v e  o f  th e  E a r l y  S e t t l e m e n t  o f  New J e r s e y
F* R e l i g i o u s  W r i t i n g s
The P r o g r e s s  of R e l i g i o u s  I d e a s  Through  S u c c e s s iv e  A g es# 
"Hew" Y ork i CT*©• ~ ¥ r a n d  s "and Co. 7 1 8 6 5  
London* S* Lawson ( ? )  and Co*, 1856
A s p i r a t i o n s  of t h e  W orld , A C h a in  o f O pals  
B o s to n *  R o b e r t s  B r o t h e r s ,  1878 
B ostons  R o b e r t s  B r o t h e r s ,  1881 
B oston*  R o b e r t s  B r o t h e r s ,  1887
G* Wri ! v, r
The F r u g a l  H ousew ife
B oston*  M arch  and C apen , 1329 
B oston*  C a r t e r  and Hen d e e ,  1829 
Ondon* T*T* an d  J *  T e g g ,  1832
1 6 th  e d i t i o n ,  B oston* C a r t e r ,  Hendee and  Co*, 1835 
The M o th er* s  Book
~ .......~ B o s to n  *" ~ C a r t e r ,  S endee  and  Baboo ok , 1831
B a l t im o r e  * C* C a r t e r ,  1831 
London * J • W* P a r k e r ,  1835 
New York* C* S* F r a n o i s ,  1844 
6 th  e d i t i o n
B oston*  J*  H* F r a n c i s ,  1844
E d i t e d  L a d ie s*  F a m ily  L i b r a r y
Vol* I ,  The B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Madame de S t a e l  and Madame R o la n d  
B o s to n *  G a r t e r  an d  H endee , 1832 
New E d i t i o n
New York* C* S* F r a n o i s ,  1847 
B oston*  J  • H • F r a n o i s ,  1847 
Hew Y orks C ,  S* F r a n c i s ,  1854 
B oston*  J*  H* F r a n e l s ,  1854
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Vol* I I  ,  Th© B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Lady R u s s e l l  and Madame Guyon 
Boston> C a r t s r  an d  H an d ee ,  1882
P u b l i s h e d  a s  Vol# I I I ,  No* 4  ''The S tu d e n ts *  C a b in e t  L i b r a r y  
o f  U s e f u l  Tracts**
E d i n b u r g !  T* C l a r k ,  1836
Vol# I I I ,  Good Wives
B oston*  C a r t e r  and  Hende© and C o* , 1833
P a r i s  * A# B a e le n ,  1838
New Yorks C* S ,  F r a n c i s ,  1846
B oston*  J*  H# F r a n c i s ,  1346
B io g r a p h i e s  o f  Good W ives 
5 th  E d i t i o n
Now York* C* S* F r a n o i s ,  I8 6 0  
B oston*  J*  E* F r a n o i s ,  1850 
6 t h  E d i t i o n
He w Y ork  * C* S* F r a n c i s ,  1 8 5 5 , a g a in  1861
B o sto n *  J *  H* F r a n c i s ,  1855
C e l e b r a t e d  Women
Mew York* C , S* F r a n c i s ,  1861
M a r r ie d  Women * B io g r a p h ie s  o f  Good W ives 
Haw Y o rk t  C* S# F r a n c i s ,  1871
Vol* IV , V, B r i e f  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  C o n d i t io n  o f  Women, i n  V a r io u s  
% s s  and  N a t io n s*
B oston*  Jm A l l e n  and C o* , 1835
Hew York* C* S .  F r a n o i s  and C o . ,  1846
B oston*  J*  H* F r a n c i s ,  1945 
5 th  e d i t i o n
New York* C* S* F r a n c i s  and  Co*, 1864 
Boston* J*  H* F r a n c i s  and Co*, 1864
H a l f - T i t l e s  F r a n c i s  and  Co**s C a b in e t*  L i b r a r y  o f C h o ice  Pros© an d  
P o e t ry *
The F a m i ly  N urse
B oston* C h a r l e s  J*  Head©©, 1837
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I I *  U n p u b l i s h e d  M a t e r i a l s
L e t te r s  a r e  t o  be fo u n d  i n  th e *
A m erican  A n t i q u a r i a n  S o c i e t y ,  W o r c e s t e r ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s
B o s to n  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y
C o r n e l l  U n i v e r s i t y
D artm ou th  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y
H a rv a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y
L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g ress
Wayland P u b l i c  L i b r a r y
Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b r a r y
I I I *  S e c o n d a ry  S o u r c e s
A* Books
A l l e n ,  H a rv e y ,  I s r a f e l ,  Hew Y o rk ,  1926
B e a c h ,  S e t h ,  D a u g h te r s  o f  t h e  P u r i t a n s ,  B o s to n ,  1905
B r o o k s ,  Van Wyck, The F lo w e r in g  o f  Hew E n g la n d ,  B o s to n ,  1936
C h i l d ,  D a v id ,  C u l t u r e  o f  t h e  S c o t ,  B o s to n ,  1840
O r a t i o n  i n  Honor o f  U n i v e r s a l  E m a n c ip a t io n ,  B o s to n ,  1834
C hi 1 d ,  b l i a s ,  G en ea lo g y  of' t h e  C h i l d ,  C h i l d s  and C h i ld e  F a m i l i e s ,
Y ew Y o rk  ,  1881
C ow ls ,  A le x a n d e r ,  The E l s e  o f  t h e  A m erican  N o v e l ,  Hew Y o rk ,  1948 
C u t t i n g ,  A l f r e d ,  Old Time Way l a n d ,  B o s to n ,  1926
D u y o k in ck , F /v a r t ,  C y c lo p e d ia  of A m erican  L it e r a t u r e ,  Hew Y o rk ,  1856 
Erasr8o n ,  S a r a h ,  L i f e  o f  Abby H opper G ib b o n s ,  Hew Y o rk ,  1897 
F i e l d s ,  J a n e s  (M rs # ) ,  W h i t t i e r ,  Lew Y o rk ,  1895 
F r a n c i s ,  C h a r l e s ,  F r a n o i s  F a rn l ly ,  Hew H av en , 1906 
F r a n c i s ,  C o n v e r s ,  E r r o r s  i n  E d u c a t io n * HIngham, 1826
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F r a n c i s *  C o n v e r s ,  Memoir o f  G a m a l ie l  B ra d fo rd *  M»D«* B oston* 1846 
F r a n k l i n *  John*  From S la v e r y  t o  Freedom* Hew York* 1947 
G r isw o ld *  R ufus*  The F em ale  R o o ts  o f  A m erica* P h i l a d e l p h i a *  1859
The P r o s e  W r i t e r s  o f  A m erioa* P h ila d e lp h ia *  1870 
H anson* John*  H i s t o r y  o f  N o rr id g aw o ek  and  C anaan* B oston* 1349 
B a r t*  J o h n ,  Th® Fem ale  P r o s e  W r i t e r s  of A m erica* P h i l a d e l p h i a *  1852 
I l ig g in s o n *  Thomas* C o u t  amp o r a r is s * B oston* 1899
Jo h n  G hreenlaaf W h i t t i e r *  New York* 1902 
Hudson* A l f r e d *  The A n n a ls  o f  S u d b u ry * B o sto n *  1889 
J o h n s o n ,  A lle n *  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  A m erican  B io g ra p h y * New York* 1930 
L e s l i e *  E l i s a *  75 Hgceips* B oston* 182 8
L o n g fe l lo w *  Henry* C om ple te  P o e t i c a l  Works* B oston*  1893 
Low ell*  Jam es* C om ple te  P o e t i c a l  Works * B o sto n *  1897
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  S o l d i e r s  and  S a i l o r s  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  War* B o s t  on * 182 0 
M ay, Samuel* Our A n t i s l a v e r y  C o n f l i c t * B o sto n *  1840 
M ott*  F r a 33k* A H i s t o r y  o f  A m erican  M a g a z in e s * New York* 1930 
¥ i c t c r y »  How Women Won I t *  Hew York* 1940
C s s o l i ,  E a r g a r e t *  M em oirs o f  M a r g a r e t  F u l l e r  O s s o l i * B o s to n ,  1 8 ®
Os s o l i *  M a r g a r e t ,  Women i n  t h e  1 9 th  C e n t u r y * B oston*  1893 
P a i n e ,  R a l p h ,  The Old M erchan t M a r in e * Mew h a v e n ,  1936
P ickere l*  S a m u le ,  L i f e  and L e t t e r s  o f  Jo h n  G r e e n l e a f  W h i t t i e r * B o s to n ,  1907
Poe* E d g a r  A l la n *  The L i t e r a t i * Mew York* 1850
S e a r s *  Edmund, F o re g le a m s  o f  I m m o r t a l i t y * B oston*  1820
S te v e n so n *  B u r to n ,  The Home Bock o f Q u o t a t i o n s * New York* 1935
Summers* ifc ie lia*  A m erican  C o o k e ry * H a r t f o r d *  1796
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T r e n t ,  W i l l i a m ,  The C am bridge  H i s t o r y  of A m erican  L i t e r a t u r e  
h £■?.’ Y o rk ,  1935
Van D o ren ,  C a r l ,  The A m erican  N o v e i ,  Lew Y o rk ,  1940
V i t a l  P. a c o r d s  of M ed fo rd ,  M assacmi s e t t s  t o  t h e  Y ear  1350 
B o s to n ,  1907
V i t a l  R e c o rd s  of Wav l a n d ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  t o  1850 
 —     --------
Wade, H u sh ,  M a r g a re t  F u l l e r ,  Hew Y o rk ,  1940
’W e is s ,  J o h n ,  D is c o u r s e  O c c a s io n e d  by  t h e  D ea th  o f  C onvers  F r a n o i s ,  DD,
0 a s b r  i  d g e ,  1863
W i l s o n ,  R o b e r t ,  C r u s a d e r  i n  C r i n o l l n ,  P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  1941
R • P e r i  o d ie  a l  s
C u r t i s ,  G*T* "P .am in isce n e # s  o f  K* P# 'W i l l i s  and  L y d ia  M ar ia  C h i l d , 1* 
H a rp e r  * s M agezin e ,  81*717-720  (Got# 1890)
D a l i ,  C# II# , n L y d ia  M a r ia  C h i ld  and Mary R u s s e l l  M i t f o r d " ,
U n i t a r i a n  H e v ie v ,  19*519-530  (O ct#  1847)
P e l t  o n ,  C . C . ,  " P h i  l o t  he  a” ,  N o r th  .American R eview  4 4 * 7 7 -9 0  (Jan#  1837)
G a r r i s o n ,  W#P#, " L e t t e r s  o f  L y d ia  B a r i  a  C h i l d ” ,  L i t e r a r y  W orld ,
1 4 * 5 7 -5 8  U p T T e B S T -
G ra y ,  J* * ,  " R e b e l s " ,  N o r th  Art e r i c  an  R ev iew ,  2 2 * 4 0 0 -4 0 8 ,  (Ap* 1826)
H a l lo w e 1 1 ,  A#D#, " L y d ia  M ar ia  C h i ld ” ,  Th© M edford H i s t o r i c a l  R e g i s t e r ,  
3 * 9 5 -1 1 7  ( J u l y  1900)
H udson , A*S#, ”Horae o f  L y d ia  M a r ia  C h i l d ” ,  New E n g la n d  M ag a z in e * 
2 * 4 0 2-414  (Ju n e  1390)
L e w is ,  B*, " L e t t e r s  o f  W ende ll  P h i l l i p s  t o  L y d ia  M ar ia  C h i l d " ,
Hew E n g la n d  M ag az in e ,  5*730-4  (Feb# 1392)
M e l l e n ,  G#, "Works o f  L y d ia  M a r ia  C h i l d ” ,  Worth A m erican  R ev iew , 
3 7 * 1 3 3 -1 4 9  ( O c t .  1833)
P a l f r e y ,  J#  G#, "Yaiuoden",  N o r th  A m erican R ev iew , 19*300-305  (Ap# 1821)
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MAn A p p e a l  i n  F a v o r  o f  A m ericans  C a l l e d  A f r i c i a n s ” * S o u th e rn  L i t e r a r y
M essenger a 1 *651-655 ( J u ly  1835)
* P h i l o t h e a " ,  S o u th e r n  L i t e r a r y  M e s se n g e r^ 2*659-661  (S ep t*  1836)
" L y d ia  M ar ia  C h i l d ” ,  A t l a n t i c  M o n th ly ,  50*839-844  (Dec* 1882)
